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www.michigancat.com

WE RENT EVERYTHING!

CALL 1 888 CAT RENT TODAY!

Novi Grand Rapids Kalkaska Saginaw

Macomb Lansing Metro South

Now available at 
Michigan CAT





At James Burg Trucking

Company, our lightweight

equipment can scale over

115,000 pounds. Which means

you could save time and money by reducing the number

of trips it takes for us to haul

your job. We’ve been serving

the construction industry with

Michigan flatbeds for over 

14 years moving concrete products, brick, bagged cement,

steel sheathing, and trench boxes efficiently throughout

Michigan, northern Ohio,

northern Indiana,and Ontario.

In fact, our on-time delivery

ratio exceeds 99%. So whether

you need one truck for one load or twenty trucks for two

weeks,call us. Because when it comes to superior customer

service and on-time delivery, we’re the heavyweights.

We’re the 
lightweights in
our industry. 

And proud of it.

On time. Time and again.

Steve Burg, Dispatch 800.841.1289 James Burg, President 586.751.9000 Fax 586.751.1367 www.jbtc.net  Active Associate Member of the MITA.
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OVERCOMING CHALLENGES
January 21-23, 2009

Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort,
Mt. Pleasant, MI

09ANNUAL CONFERENCE
SAVE THE DATE

Informational/educational opportunities for you 
and your staff

Annual Conference Keynote Speaker:
Mark Breslin

View new products and services at the 2009 
MITA Trade Show

Visit with over 700 industry representatives at the 
Thursday Evening Industry Reception

Watch your mail for more information on this exciting event.
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2009

Conferences

Yes, I want to be a part of MITA’s 2009 
Super Conferences!

Name: __________________________________________________________________________

Company:_______________________________________________________________________

Phone:_________________________________________________________________________

Please check the conference date/s that you are interested in attending:

Friday, January 30 at the Crowne Plaza, Grand Rapids

Friday, February 20 at the Sterling Inn, Sterling Heights

Thursday, February 26 at the Holiday Inn South, Lansing

Single Exhibit fee (Members Only) $300 __________

Single Exhibit Fee (Non-Member) $375 __________

All Three Conferences (Members Only) $750 __________

Electrical Fee $75 __________(optional -$25 per site)

Fax your response to MITA at 517/347-8344
Questions?  Contact Danielle Coppersmith, MITA events coordinator at

517/347-8336 or daniellecoppersmith@mi-ita.com

Super 
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IITT PPAAYYSS TTOO RREENNTT ((OORR BBUUYY))
TTHHEE IINNDDUUSSTTRRYY’’SS SSTTRROONNGGEESSTT
SSHHIIEELLDDIINNGG AANNDD SSHHOORRIINNGG
Rentals • Sales • Service • Training
Short or long term, whether you’re renting or buying, it
pays to use the industry’s strongest shielding and shoring.

Mod Series Aluminum Hydraulic Shores

High Clearance Arch Stone Saver

Steel Trench ShieldsStreet PlatesDura-Base Temporary Road Systems

PRO-TEC EQUIPMENT INC.

NOW three convenient locations

E Q U I P M E N T ,  I N C .

1298 Lipsey Dr.,
Charlotte, MI 48813
1-800-292-1225
Fax (517) 541-0329

25086 Brest Rd.
Taylor, MI 48180
(313) 827-0010
or 1-888-292-1225 
Fax (313) 827-0012 

New Location:
5460 36th St. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49512
1-877-292-1225
Fax (616) 285-5886

www.pro-tecequipment.com

Versa Bridge Portable Temporary Bridge System

Slide Rail Systems



tyou said ityou saiou sai

Our newest state-of-the-art wash plant uses a computer controlled
density separator that lets us supply consistently superior, virtually
lignite-free sand at competitive prices. Controlled quality has made

Levy a Pre-Qualified State Aggregate Supplier with:

■ 10 State-Certified Aggregate Technicians 

■ 5 MDOT-Certified QC/QA Labs

■ MDOT/ODOT Spec Products

■ 14 Locations in SE Michigan

■ Concrete/Asphalt Aggregates ■ Base/Fill Material

■ Decorative/Roofing Stone   ■ USGA Golf Course Sand

■ Septic Stone   ■ Road Gravel   ■ Mason Sand

Seize your phone and call (313) 429-LEVY.

Seize Control 

EDW. C. LEVY CO.
Nothing Builds Better Than Levy.

Or contact our web site: www.edwclevy.com

■ 10 State-Certified Aggregate Technicians

Letters 
to MITA

Dear Bob:
Thursday evening’s Michigan Construction Hall of Fame Distinguished 

Constructor Awards Banquet was truly a memorable event.  We are delighted 
to recognize you as a Platinum sponsor for our Michigan Construction Hall of 
Fame Endowment.

Thank you for taking time to be a part of this wonderful occasion.  The 
Michigan Construction Hall of Fame is an important connection with the 
industry, our University and its next generation of leaders, who we are educating 
at Ferris.  I am hopeful you will join us for future Hall of Fame inductions and 
perhaps permit me the opportunity of showing you more of our campus.

David L. Eisler
President

Ferris State University

Dear Mike:
Tell your whole team at MITA thanks a million for your help on the CDL 

Examiner issue!  This opportunity will pay huge dividends for the future of the 
construction industry.

Lee Graham
Operating Engineers, Local 324

Dear Bob:
Starting out in the industry working for an underground contractor through 

high school and college, I’ve never looked back and wondered why I chose this 
path in life.  Seen the good, bad and the ugly is all part of doing business in 
our industry.  As a young business owner and being around the AUC with my 
previous employer I was able to witness the benefi ts as problems arose on the 
jobsite belonging as a member of MITA.  Within the fi rst hour of my business 
number being connected I called MITA to become a member.  Certainly, though, 
MITA needs to reach out more to fi rst time owners with less than eight years in 
business with gross earnings no more than $2 million per year.  This would be 
where young contractors can meet in a forum and reach out to one another and 
share their experiences.  This would be set up as a graduation program or as a 
new company reached these milestones they would mentor to another young 
start up company.  

The problem within our industry is that the average owner starts in business 
with no business experience or an idea what a profi t margin or fi ve-year return 
on investment is.  Next thing you know they become another casualty and they 
have lost everything they worked for.

Unfortunately their recklessness hurts all of us and our industry as a whole.  
Let alone most don’t know how to bid a job accurately.  Rule #1: Never bid a job 
according to your competitor.  Highly doubtful you know their balance sheet.  
Rule #2: No two jobs are ever the same.  Rule #3: Engineer estimates and bid tabs 
are like rolling the dice.  You’ll end up a loser 95 percent of the time. Rule #4: 
Know your cost.  Rule #5: The owner of the project should automatically throw 
out the low bidder.  This goes back to rules 1-4.  

Anyway, I would like to be involved in the Future Leaders Forum. Perhaps we 
could sit down and discuss my ideas on this issue.

Bad Lubahn
Civil-SiteWork and Demolition Inc.

Continues on pg. 15



Heavy Machinery Division

Rent Heavy
Machinery

AIS Technical Hot Line 1-877-AIS-0400
After-hours Pager/Message Center: 1-800-AIS-NITE

Mon-Thur 6am-6pm • Fri 6am-5pm • Sat 8am-12pm

1-800-730-1272

D32-D155 bulldozers

Screeners

2-6 yard wheel loaders

GRAND RAPIDS • TRAVERSE CITY
N.E. DETROIT • SAGINAW • LANSING

• Rollers/Compactors
• Telescopic Forklifts
• Off-Road Dumps
• Hydraulic Hammers
• Water Tanks

• Backhoes
• Excavators
• Bulldozers

• Loaders
• Graders
• Screeners

you saioou sai
Letters to MITA Continued from pg. 9

 Rob:
Thanks for your help on this (problem regarding 

underground utilities marking).  Kathie (at MISS 
DIG) must have really gotten their attention.  We had 
three guys on site at 8 a.m. the next morning and all 
their people were very accommodating through the 
end of the project. Thanks again and see you soon.

Butch Fons
Fonson, Inc.

Dear Glenn:
I sincerely thank you and Bob Patzer for the 

prompt and outstanding effort you made to help 
resolve our issue.  I do know that unit prices prevail 
and math errors can be corrected.  MITA is truly a 
wonderful organization.

Donna Yaroch
Commerce Construction & Landscaping

Dear Rob:
Thank you for including the photos I sent you of 

our kart racing operation!  I have received a bunch 
of phone calls from MITA members saying they have 
seen the photos. Again thank you and I will see you 
soon.

Cory French
Construction Specialist

Oakland Companies

Mike/Keith:
Thank you for your support of the Michigan 

Department of Transportation (MDOT) and the 
Detroit River International crossing (DRIC) project 
during the recent budget actions in the Michigan 
Legislature.

Your efforts and involvement in the legislative 
process will allow the project to move forward.  If 
the Federal Highway Administration makes a record 
of decision to build a second crossing, MDOT will be 
able to complete the preliminary activities that are 

so important for a fi nal legislative policy decision.  
We are deeply grateful for the continued support 
you and your organization have shown for our work 
on the DRIC.

We continue to strongly believe that this project 
is in the best interest of our state and the nation.  All 
of the indicators and reports compiled by national 
business and industry associations continue to show 
the need for additional capacity and improvement 
of system connectivity and redundancy.

Once again, thank you for your efforts in 
supporting the work of our department.  Your 
continued involvement in the DRIC process is key 
to a successful outcome for the project and means 
a great deal.  If you have any questions regarding 
this matter, please feel free to contact me at 517-
373-2114.

Kirk Steudle
MDOT Director
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From time to time we ask MITA members to comment on issues of importance to the industry.  
Some of the answers are published in Cross-Section Magazine.

Our question this time:
In light of the economy, are you diversifying your scope of work and also looking for work in other 

states? Please provide details.

Yes Answers

We have always been a diverse company.  Liv-
ing and working in the U.P. and in a small mar-
ket environment, has helped us in this downturn 
economy.

Michael R. Mattila
Yalmer Mattila Construction

I’ve been through this type of situation before 
in the early 80’s and there are always other op-
portunities even though they may be outside your 
comfort zone.  There are concepts to consider, 
such as horizontal and vertical integration in your 
business as well as networking and even partner-
ing.  An old bestseller to read is “Who Moved My 
Cheese?”  Please contact me if I can be of any as-
sistance.

Mike Kelleher
Southeastern Equipment Co.

We are not necessarily diversifying, but em-
phasizing skills we would not normally see as our 
main work.  We have been building large retain-
ing walls for 25 years as a secondary service to our 
excavation.  We construct these walls with both 
natural boulders and man-made products, such 
as Redi-Rock and Rosetta.  We have begun an 
advertising campaign to sell this service in hopes 
of picking up new work.  This is work that people 
would traditionally call on a landscaper for, and 
the majority of them will do this and do it well, 
but not effi ciently because their equipment is 
normally too small to handle the large boulders 
and big man-made blocks.  Our advantage comes 
from our equipment selection and experience al-
lowing us to perform the job for a more competi-
tive value.

Tom Gallagher
Harbor Springs Excavating

We started a new service for next season.  
We will have the only 48” hole saw to cut around 
manholes water valves in Michigan along with gps 
location of manholes.  P.S.  Proud to say having our 
best year ever.

Robert Cochran
Trac Trenching

Current funding projections for Michigan 
show that by 2011 the highway construction bud-
get will essentially be non-existent.  As a highway 
contractor, this has forced us to start looking at 
other markets and states.

Jeff Stover
Walter Toebe Construction

Yes, we are expanding our work scope.  We 
now have a curb gutter crew.  May look at other 
to help our excavation package.  But, at the same 
time, we want to put out a quality crew and the 
right people are the key.  Might look into a moving 
crew.  At least we could move people out of state! 
Ha ha.

Karl Grant
TCI

Diversify or die!  With large-scale dirt moving 
projects being few and far between, we have sold 
some of our scraper fl eet and retooled with mini 
excavators and skid steers to broaden our scope of 
work.  As far as out of state work, we are investi-
gating the possibility.

Brandon Kennedy
Kennedy Excavating Inc.

We have always looked at and worked in other 
states.  Certain states have better pricing on the 
scope of work we do.  The work we perform is gen-
erally viewed as specialty work and we fi nd that 
we can be competitive with other contractors.  It 
also helps that we have branch offi ces in other 
states that can be a help in landing this work.  
This is usually true on bigger projects that our ser-
vices are needed on.  With pricing and margins in 
Michigan the way they are, it’s a matter of fi nding 
and performing better work out state.

Name and company withheld upon request

Not as much diversifying but looking at other 
states.  Anticipate shrinking but will not reduce 
price for market share.

Name and company withheld upon request

Not looking in other states.  Bidding on small-
er jobs than we would normally do to try and keep 
guys busy.  With the high cost of liquid bitumi-
nous, it’s getting hard to get any work.

Name and company withheld upon request

We are doing smaller projects and also some 
general contracting.  We expanded the area that 
we are looking to bid work to almost double the 
area as in the past.  This is like 1974 all over again.  
The strong will survive.

Ken Cordes
Cordes Excavating

I have started to bring in other product lines 
in regards to equipment.  That way I can provide 
more of the contractors’ everyday needs.  Even in 
a good economy you have to be able to diversify. It 
just becomes more valuable in a tight economy.  I 
have personally started to carry more of an equip-
ment line geared towards the Pro market.  If I 
can provide good, quality razors at a competitive 
price, chances are the customer will come back to 
me for the razor blades.

Josh Dowling
World Diamond Source, Inc.

To take advantage of better opportunities we 
are now working in Florida, Ohio and Indiana as 
well as Michigan.  Unfortunately, the rest of the 
country has joined our economic slowdown.

Steven R. Funck
Posen Construction, Inc.

No Answer

I feel you should stick to what your company 
knows and is good at.  Many times if you diversify 
too much you invest in equipment and then you 
fi nd out it is more cost effective to hire it out.  The 
key is to bid appropriately and not bid cheap to 
keep your people busy. Bid to make a profi t, keep 
your cost/o.t. down, make sure the crew is doing 
the job as you fi gured it.

Christine Davis
Champagne Marx

sues of importance to the industry. mment on issmmen
n Magazine.n M

Member Voice:
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Anlaan Corporation
P.O. Box 333
Ferrysburg, Mich.  49409
Phone: 616-846-8442
Fax: 616-846-6761

Specialties: 
Piling, Shoring, Bridges; Demolition; 
Dewatering; Foundations, 
Structures; Underwater 
Construction; Marine 
Construction-Docks 
and Piers

Contacts:
Company Founders: 
Don Anderson and 
Gerrit Ter Laan

Chairman of the Board: 
Gerrit Ter Laan

President/Treasurer: 
Ryan O’Donnell
ryanodonnell@anlaan.com

Vice President: 
Nick Baker
nickbaker@anlaan.com

Secretary: 
Tom Wagenmaker
tomwagenmaker@anlaan.com

Anlaan Corporati

Member Profi leMember Profi le

C
an

C
C
D
G

From left to right: Nick Baker, Don Anderson, 
Joan Strange, Ryan O’Donnell, Bryan Rewa, Jamie Ewalt, 

Tom Wagenmaker, Gerrit Ter Laan and Derrick Arens.
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Anlaan Corporation, constructor 
of bridges, structural concrete and 
piling, is located in Ferrysburg, a little 
town close to numerous bridges that 
offer a welcome mat to the Lake Mich-
igan shoreline near Grand Haven.

The company was founded in 1986 
by Don Anderson and Gerrit Ter Laan, 
both of whom had worked at the fore-
front of Michigan’s construction and 
bridge building industry for many 
years.  The name Anlaan comes from 
a combination of the founders’ last 
names.

The founders’ fi rst job was an emer-
gency railroad culvert replacement 
in Shepherd, Mich. Anlaan’s focus re-
mained over the years on culverts and 
concrete box beam bridges, but they also expanded into larger struc-
tural steel and reinforced concrete structures.  

Anderson and Ter Laan credit much of their early success on Al 
Hardman of Hardman Construction, who was a mentor, and George 
Foster III, of Mourer-Foster, Inc., who went the extra mile to enable An-
laan to acquire enough bonding capacity to bid jobs effectively.  That 
mentoring and dedication is being carried forward by Anderson and 
Ter Laan to the next generation of Anlaan Corporation owners. The 
new owners are Ryan O’Donnell, Nick Baker and Tom Wagenmaker.  
Neither Anderson nor Ter Laan are fully out of the picture, though, and 
instead are remaining available to consult with the current owners and 
are still instrumental in the company’s operation.

“Don and Gerrit have been excellent mentors,” said O’Donnell, a 
civil engineer who started working at Anlaan in 1996. “You couldn’t 
fi nd better people to work for and I’m sure Nick would say the same.  
It is a testament to them on how they handled the transition.  It is im-
portant to both of them that the company they built from the ground 
up moves on.”

O’Donnell got his start in the business during his Michigan Tech 
college days while working on a bridge crew for his brother-in-law, Jim 
Kloote, owner of J.E. Kloote Contracting..  After graduation, he pursued 
employment with numerous bridge companies, interviewed with An-
derson, discovered he had played hockey against Anderson’s son during 
his Alpena High School days, and got the job.  Those bonds continued 
to take shape over the years and Anlaan became the close-knit, family-
like company it is today.

Nick Baker, vice president, is a civil engineering graduate from 
Michigan State University. He interned with Anlaan then was hired in 
2000 when the company was heavily involved on the I-496 project in 

Lansing.  Tom Wagenmaker, secretary, has been in the construction 
industry for 30 plus years in various roles.  He joined Anlaan fi ve years 
ago.

Today, Anlaan is best known for sheet piling applications, bridge 
construction and rehabilitation. Examples of this year’s 25 projects, 
handled by a peak employee crew of 140, include the following:

➤  Replacement of four bridges and rehabilitation on I-75 in 
Bridgeport over Cass River and Dixie Highway (subcontractor 
to Interstate).

➤  First stage of a two-year project to make minor repairs under-
neath the wear surface of the Mackinac Bridge (subcontractor 
to Payne & Dolan, Inc.).

➤  Deck replacement and widening over Sandstone Creek in Jack-
son.  This project involves foundation retrofi t using micropiles.

➤  Covered bridge rehabilitation in St. Joseph.
➤  Park View Avenue over US-131, which involved rapid construc-

tion using all pre-cast.  This is an experimental MDOT project.
Members of MITA since 1994, O’Donnell said he was impressed 

with MITA’s recent legislative efforts regarding the Michigan Business 
Tax.  He also said MITA’s Safety Services are “outstanding,” especially 
job evaluations and training performed by Safety Director Pat Brown.  
And networking at MITA functions is a great bonus.

“Getting to know everyone in the industry,” O’Donnell said, “instills 
good competition that I enjoy being a part of.”

O’Donnell, whose wife, Sarah, recently had their fi rst child – a girl, 
Neena – said he also truly enjoys Anlaan’s positive atmosphere.

“We all have a great deal of fun,” he said.  “There is good chemistry 
– we work hard, but we have fun.  I feel fortunate that I feel excited 
about coming to work every day.”
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Associate Member Profi leAssociate Member Profi le
Holt Branch Offi ce 

Staff outside the 
Novi Branch Offi ce
From left to right: 

Rick Kleopfer, 
Charlie Patterson, 

Mike Zalewski, 
Rod House, John 

Manzo, Mike 
Kelleher, Dennis 

Kemeny.

F A L L  |  2 0 0 8MITA    cross-section14



Since 1957 Southeastern Equipment Co., Inc., has grown from a two-person operation with one 
location in Ohio to a well-established company with over 19 locations, 225+ employees and dozens 
of manufacturers.

Two locations in Michigan, Novi near Detroit and Holt near Lansing, are the latest additions 
to the Southeastern “fl eet.”  The Holt Branch, with Branch Manager Rod House, opened its doors 
May 1, 2007; while Branch Manager Mike Zalewski got Novi rolling July 1, 2007.  Under the guid-
ance of Regional Manager Mike Kelleher, the Southeastern Equipment Co., Inc., Michigan “team” 
is steeped in construction equipment sales, rental, parts and service experience.  Kelleher has 30 
years under his belt; Zalweski has 23 years; and Rod has 30.  The service crew includes highly sea-
soned and those new to the industry for a unique blend of experience to benefi t the customer.

“Our growth and success are a result of our customers, manufacturers, and many friends and 
family in addition to our dedicated, loyal staff like our Michigan team,” said Southeastern’s Execu-
tive Vice President Charles K. Patterson III, a 36-year veteran of the company. He took time out 
of his busy executive schedule at headquarters in Heath, Ohio to visit the Novi branch, one of 19 
branches in Michigan, Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky.

During these challenging economic times the company continues to thrive and maintain a 
positive attitude in order to help customers.  Having an excellent reaction time to customers’ needs 
is very important, Patterson said, because, as it puts if succinctly, “if we don’t help them, our cus-
tomers  just keep dialing the phone until they fi nd a company that will help.”

Kelleher experienced tough times over 20 years ago and he commented on what he recalled 
from that experience: “if we all work together, we can come out together through an effort to hold 
down cost.”  He also offered a few pointers recently through MITA’s Member Voice survey. 

“I’ve been through this type of situation before in the early 80’s and there are always other op-
portunities even though they may be outside your comfort zone,” Kelleher wrote in response to 
a question regarding the economy’s effect on company decisions to diversify or seek work out of 
state. “ There are concepts to consider, such as horizontal and vertical integration in your business 
as well as networking and even partnering.  An old bestseller to read is “Who Moved My Cheese?”  
Please contact me if I can be of any assistance.”

Zalewski said Southeastern is helping customers by continuing to meet them on a personal ba-
sis, offering service specials, discounts on rentals and sales, and options to rebuild existing equip-
ment.  Southeastern shows customers new ways to use the equipment more effi ciently; how new 
attachments can be used to get the most out of their equipment – all the tricks of the trade to save 
time and money.  All these tactics spread the good word about Southeastern, as does networking at 
MITA’s annual conference and super conferences.

“Just today a guy came in and bought a wheel loader because someone referred him,” Zalewski 
said.  “He said he could have gone anywhere, but he came here because of what he had heard about 
us.  He hadn’t even ‘pulled the trigger yet’ and he was enthusiastic.  This place is like the ‘Cheers’ of 
the equipment business.  Everyone knows your name!”

Equipment lines represented by Southeastern Equipment Co., Inc.:
Case Construction Equipment, Bomag Compaction and Pavers, Kawasaki Wheel Loaders, 

Eager Beaver & Load King Trailers, Eagle Crushers, Schwarze Sweepers, Terex, Road Patcher, 
Vac-All, Alamo, Kent, , Zanetis Power Attachments.

Brief Company History:
Southeastern Equipment Co., Inc., was founded literally on a shoestring by William L. and Nancy 

A. Baker.  William, a 1957 graduate of Muskingum College in Ohio, began his career working for his 
father, a general excavating contractor in Old Washington, Ohio.  After a short period of time, he 
decided sales would be more desirable, so he and his wife began their own company, Southeastern 
Equipment Co., Inc. with an old pick-up truck.  For the rest of the story about how the company pros-
pered and grew over the years, visit www.southeasternequip.com.

Michigan Branch Offi ces 
in Novi and Holt

Regional Manager: 
Mike Kelleher
mkelleher@southeasternequip.com
Cell: 248-497-2418

Novi Branch Offi ce
48545 Grand River Ave.
Novi, Mich.  48374
Phone: 248-349-9922
Fax: 248-349-9191
Branch Manager: Mike Zalewski
mzalewski@southeasternequip.com
Cell:  248-497-2975

Holt Branch Offi ce
1776 South Cedar St.
Holt, Mich.  48842
Phone: 517-694-0471, Cell: 517-
604-1127
Fax: 517-694-0514
Branch Manager: Rod House
rhouse@southeasternequip.com
Cell: 517-604-1127

Specialties: 
Equipment: Sales, rental, and prod-
uct support of: Asphalt (pavers, roll-
ers, compactors, spreaders, mills, 
and planers); Equipment: Heavy 
(compressors, tractors, loaders, 
backhoes, excavators, cranes, off 
highway trucks, motor graders, 
street sweepers, sewer cleaners/
hydro excavators, crushers, crawler 
dozers, hydraulic breakers (lg. & 
sm.), compactors, trailers, compact 
track loaders, & skid steer loaders)

Mission Statement: 
To be a full service equipment sales 
and rental organization.  To serve the 
total equipment needs of all earth-
moving and fl exible paving interests, 
private and public.  To provide the 
highest level of support and maintain 
the highest level of integrity in the 
industry.  To treat every customer as 
if they are the owner of our company.

Members of MITA since 2007

Southeastern Equipment Co.
www.southeasternequip.com
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1175 West Long Lake Rd. Suite 200 • Troy,  MI 48098

248-828-3377

   Fax  248-828-4290 – Bonding
    248-828-3741 – Insurance

   e-mail: mmiller@vtcins.com
   www.vtcins.com

1175 West Long Lake Rd Suite 200 • Troy MI 48098

I N S U R A N C E
&  B O N D I N G
General Insurance • Surety Bonds

Al Chandler

Del Valenti

Ian Donald

Rod Gawel

Tim O’Malley

Bob Trobec 

Joe McIntyre 

Kathy Irelan

Tom Skuza

Jason McLelland

Mike Miller 

Jim Boland

Julie Rourke

Ken Boland  

Jeff Chandler

Teresa Casey

Gary J. Beggs

Ken Kelbert

Representing



In an effort to bring additional human interest to Cross-Section Magazine, 
MITA is asking that members submit photos and brief information about 
“Where Has Your MITA Hat Been?”

We are thinking you may have worn your hat on vacation, or hunting, or 
an exciting place other than a worksite.  (Not that worksites aren’t exotic.)

If so, please send your photo and brief information to 
Nancy Brown at nancybrown@mi-ita.com.  The brief information 
should include your name, company name and the place you visited.  
We will publish the photos in upcoming issues of the magazine.

Thanks in advance for your participation.

In an effort to bring additional human interest to Cross-Section MMagazine, 
MITA is asking that members submit photos and brief information about 
“Where Has Your MITA Hat Been?”

We are thinking you may have worn your hat on vacation, or hunnting, or 

WhereWhere  
Has Your MITA Hat Been?Has Your MITA Hat Been?

Ron Wey of Pro-Tec Ron Wey of Pro-Tec 
Equipment, Inc., Equipment, Inc., 

recently visited In-recently visited In-
dia.  He is pictured dia.  He is pictured 
here in front of the here in front of the 

Red Fort, which Red Fort, which 
was built around was built around 

1640 in New Delhi.1640 in New Delhi.

Michael Mancini of Man Con Michigan, Inc., 
was photographed by Matt Mueller, P.E., of 
Northern Concrete Pipe, Inc.  The bear hunt 
and fi shing took place in the Upper Peninsula.
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Executive Vice President Comment

Ramblings
In past years I have 

expressed the pros and 
cons of federal and 
state prevailing wage 
acts.  Of certainty is 
the fact that these laws 
share a similarity with 
the New York Yankees 
in that they are either 
embraced or despised 

by various contingents of the construction industry.
One of the glaring problems with prevailing wages 

that all contractors and this writer despise is the incon-
sistency between the state of Michigan’s implementa-
tion/application of how prevailing wages are applied to 
the trucking industry and how the federal government 
spins the issue.

Case in point.  In December of 2007 we sent several 
questions concerning trucking prevailing wage applica-
tions to the wage and hour divisions of the state of Michi-
gan. Included in our request was information on how the 
feds treated the issue.  The chart on the right delineates 
the answers provided by the state and the feds.

As you can see from the chart there appears to be at 
least a certain amount of both consistency and inconsis-
tency between the agencies.

Between December of 2007 and July of 2008 and after 
MITA had presented the above chart to our members at 
the Super Conferences the Michigan Wage and Hour rules 
folks changed their mind on owner-operators and bro-
kered trucking. The chart on page 19 shows their depar-
ture from their written confi rmation of December 2007.

in that they are either 
embraced or despised 

ngents of the construction industry.

Bob Patzer
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When pressured with the glaring inconsistencies as 
compared to the feds the Wage and Hour folks simply shrug, 
give you one of those “so what” glances and obviously show 
no remorse when it comes to complicating your lives.

In the 2008 spring issue of this publication I quoted a 
passage from a federal district judge in 1961:

“The need for mutual fair dealing is no less required in a 
contract to which the government is party than in any other 
commercial agreement.  It is no less good morals and good 
law that the government should turn square corners in deal-
ing with the people than the people should turn square cor-
ners in dealing with their government.”

This stands to reason because after all the government 
should answer to the people. Bureaucrats, some of whom gloat 
in their ability to make life miserable for contractors, seem to 
think that they have no duty to “turn square corners.”

To the contrary it is held by some bureaucrats that the 
people have the duty to “turn square corners” and that gov-
ernment is exempt.

Being more than a bit old-fashioned I still believe that we 
should be able to trust that we can believe what others tell 
us.  In this instance that is simply not the case.

Stay tuned on this issue.  It’s not over yet. 

To contact Bob Patzer, e-mail him at
bobpatzer@mi-ita.com or call 

517-347-8336.

MITA’s Executive Vice President Bob 
Patzer was recognized at the Construction Hall of 
Fame Dinner at Ferris State for MITA’s contribution 
to the Construction Hall of Fame Endowment.  The 
endowment serves to preserve the legacy of the 
Distinguished Constructor.  From left to right: Ken 
Lawless, Clark Construction; Bob Patzer, MITA; 
Thomas Oldfi eld, Ferris State, Dean, College of 
Technology.
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Vice President of Government 
& Public Relations Comment

2008 will go down in history as one of the most challenging years 
ever for the state of Michigan.  Our state’s economy is struggling, to say 
the least, as the economic sectors that have always been the backbone of 
Michigan’s economy, such as manufacturing, continue to downsize and 
change.  Our unemployment rate is one of the highest in the nation, far 
exceeding that of the national average.  The fi nancial markets are in dis-
array, thus forcing any hope of private work for our industry to be shelved 
for now.  The public funding, which normally helps to supplement our in-
dustry during diffi cult economic times, has plummeted in recent years.  
Until our term-limited legislature decides to treat both transportation 
funding and our underground funding systems as a priority, Michigan 
will struggle to keep pace with the needs of our systems.  

Rudyard Kipling, the English poet and novelist, is quoted as saying 
“If you can keep your wits about you while all others are losing there’s… 
the world will be yours and everything in it…” As MITA staff we con-
tinue to keep our wits in check and focused on opportunities to help the 
industry, and therefore throughout 2008 we did fi nd some glimmers of 
success and hopeful momentum towards the future.

The MITA PAC continues to be a big player in the Lansing political 
scene by collecting contributions over $100,000 in 2008, and by contribut-
ing that same amount to those elected offi cials who recognize the needs 
of our industry.  Anymore, in the era of term-limits here in Michigan, 

it is impossible to be a signifi -
cant participant in the process 
without having a strong politi-
cal action committee to back 
you up.  It should be noted that 
statistically only approximately 
20 percent of our member fi rms 
participate by giving to our 
political action committee.  Nonetheless, MITA has positioned itself as 
the leading voice for the entire construction industry and all affi liated 
groups.  It is for that reason, if you have not already contributed, I would 
encourage you to give a personal contribution to the MITA PAC.

MITA staff continued our vigorous effort to increase transportation 
investment.  MITA lobbied very aggressively in order to be placed on the 
governor appointed transportation funding task force and the citizen’s 
advisory council, ultimately being the only group in the state named to 
both boards.  Staff also continues to push the initiative towards a leg-
islative debate by developing various reports, meeting with statewide 
business leaders and continually working the media and public relations 
front.  We are hopeful that all of this hardwork will result in a legislative 
debate in the very near future.

MITA has seen some silver lining in the doom and gloom that has 
gone on over the past year in our state.  Probably the biggest accomplish-

ment was that MITA fought to amend the 
new Michigan Business Tax (MBT) to allow 
the industry to deduct the cost of materials 
from gross receipts.  This was the only MBT 
fi x that was passed by the Legislature and 
signed by the governor since the original tax 
was put into place.  The biggest signifi cance 
about the tax shift from the old Single Busi-
ness Tax (SBT) to the new MBT is this new 
tax is in most cases a tax increase.  However, 
without the materials deduction there would 
be an even greater burden on construction 
companies throughout Michigan.  Out of 
literally hundreds of proposed changes to 
the MBT, MITA was able to push this change 
into law above all others.  

MITA also continued to promote the use 
of the $1 billion in Clean Water bond money 
for the State Revolving Fund (SRF) projects 
as we met with Department of Environmen-
tal Quality offi cials.  We also continued to 
promote the use of these loans with the vari-
ous local government agencies throughout 
the state.  MITA also lobbied the Michigan 

Amidst Chaos MITA Still 
Finds Success

ositioned itself as

Mike Nystrom

Continues on pg. 47

F A L L  |  2 0 0 8MITA    cross-section20



Recent MITA Recent MITA 
Legislative AccomplishmentsLegislative Accomplishments

Chance Helical Lead

Chance
Thread Bar

Adapter

Sheet Pile or 
Lagging Face

Thread Bar, 
Anchor Nut &

 Plate Assembly

35850 Industrial Rd.
Livonia, MI 48150

Phone: 888-755-4255
Web: www.intechanchoring.com

E-mail: Todd@intechanchoring.com

No Load Zone Load Zone

Assumed Failure Plane

Chance Helical Extension

CHANCE® Helical Tieback Anchors Offer a
Pre-Engineered Solution for Tiebacks
Precalculated capacities in all soils - Proven 
reliability and engineered predictability

No grouting - Immediate proof testing and 
loading

Permanent or temporary use (fully removable)

No excavation or spoil removal necessary

On-site installation training of crews available

Achievable tieback load capacities of 200 Kip

Chance HeliCAP® Design Software available 
free of charge

for  more information contac t :

 Received Granholm appointments to both the Task Force on 
Transportation Funding (TF2) and the Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee (CAC).  Helped lead these groups to create comprehensive 
reports on overall transportation needs, reforms and funding op-
tions to make a major state investment in infrastructure. 

 Fought to amend the new Michigan Business Tax to allow compa-
nies to deduct the cost of construction materials from the gross 
receipts.  This was the only MBT fi x that has passed the Legisla-
ture and been signed by the governor since the original tax was 
put in place.

 Broke the logjam over approving federal airport construction 
projects and in approving the state budget due to controversy 
over the Detroit River International Crossing to avoid an MDOT 
shutdown.

 Protected construction companies and aggregate producers from 
harsh new regulations on water use and dewatering. 

 Passed work zone safety legislation to get rid of unnecessary 
“fi nes doubled in traffi c zones” and “injure or kill a worker” signs 
where appropriate.

 Created and passed legislation to give fl aggers statutory authority 
to override existing traffi c control devices in work zones.

 Met with Department of Environmental Quality offi cials to push 
for use of up to $1 billion in Clean Water bond money for SRF 
projects.

 Led efforts to mitigate the harsh tax consequences of the new 
Michigan Business Tax (MBT) on the construction industry.  
Stopped the cascading tax effect of taxing subcontracts, fought 
to allow a building materials deduction and got rid of the double 
taxation of S-Corporations and LLCs.

 Lobbied Congress to help provide an additional $8 billion from 
the General Fund to make up the shortfall in the Federal Highway 
Trust Fund.

 Helped pass federal legislation in the House to signifi cantly in-
crease the 2009 Wastewater State Revolving Fund appropriation.

 Worked with Michigan’s Congressional delegation to try to 
include infrastructure money as part of a federal stimulus 
package.
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Where Do I Fit In?

Vice President of Membership 
Services Comment

Rob Coppersmith

This “Cross Section” article will focus on a number of items that are coming 
sooner than you think as well as a new opportunity. MITA understands that in 
challenging times scrutiny of discretionary spending is paramount to a success-
ful survival plan. With that said the direction received from the MITA Board of 
Directors was to proceed as usual regarding functions and events while being 
mindful of cost. I anticipate that attendance will be less than the norm. I also 
understand that you never know where your next opportunity may be created or 
found if you crawl into a shell, cut advertising dramatically or basically fall off the 
radar. That type of behavior will only serve to seal your fate.  

A focus on education
MITA is determined to offer critical training opportunities regardless of cli-

mate on the issues that impact construction. Three Superconferences will be of-
fered across the state this winter covering a variety of topics with an opportunity 
to remain current with CPR and First Aid requirements. Consult the website for 
dates and places as well as class offerings. Please be sure that you have a core of 
highly trained individuals on MIOSHA compliance issues. 

The Annual Conference, held once again at Soaring Eagle Casino January 21-
23, 2009, is heavy with educational opportunities. Wednesday starts with a Utility 
Coordinating Conference followed up in the afternoon with the next step in the 
Field Manager process. Thursday morning continues with sessions on: Mobility 
Policy, MIOSHA: What’s Here, What’s Coming, Design Package Enhancements, 
and Future Leader Development Program (explained below). Keynote Speaker 
Mark Breslin will be sure to energize and motivate the crowd with an inspiring 
presentation regarding overcoming challenges, which is the conference theme. 
Thursday evening is capped with the largest industry party of the year. Friday 
starts with a message from MDOT Director Stuedle regarding the fate of Michi-

gan’s Road and Bridge program 
followed by an economist who 
will discuss opportunities in a 
down market. The conference 
will end with a brief awards cer-
emony and a new twist – a stroll-
ing lunch and cocktail reception 
in the vendor area of Entertain-
ment Hall. 

As mentioned in the afore-
mentioned break down of MITA offerings at the Annual Conference, MITA is in 
the process of developing a Future Leader Development Program. This program is 
being initiated for the purpose of educating individuals who are in line for upper 
management positions within the heavy construction industry. The curriculum 
will be shaped with input from attendees at the Annual Conference and the MITA 
Board of Directors. The ultimate outcome is expected to be program graduates 
with a well rounded outlook of the heavy construction industry and a better un-
derstanding of MITA’s role regarding legislative and bureaucratic processes that 
infl uence construction as well as what role they can play in it. Stay tuned–this 
should be an exciting program that benefi ts the industry for years to come. 

Last year out of member necessity MITA developed a Mine Safety Training 
Program to assist members in satisfying MSHA mandatory refresher training and 
compliance issues. This eight-hour course includes CPR and First Aid training as 
well covering MSHA regulations from Part 46 Surface mining. 

Networking and Social Opportunities 
If you are reading this you may have attended or are going to one of three 

MITA Holiday Parties. Networking and relationships are 
the life-blood of any organization. In this highly imper-
sonal electronic based society it is easy to loose touch. 
Unfortunately, social settings can also cause stress for 
some. Step outside of the box and attend a MITA event; 
honestly, the only person who can make you feel like an 
outsider is you. I don’t care if you dig, pave, or build. Your 
core problems are no different than other segments of 
the heavy construction industry. 

The MITA Ski Weekend is just around the corner 
Jan. 8 through Jan. 11, 2009 at Boyne Highlands and is 
by far one of MITA best attended events. Families of all 
sizes gather for a long weekend of skiing, boarding and 
bonding. Don’t ski, bring your sled! There are miles of 
snowmobile trails in the area and make your way back 
for evenings fi lled with good food and friends. 

MITA Industry Nights will take place at three lo-
cations across the state and again will feature a well 
thought out and ample project book. This networking 
opportunity brings contractors and associates together 
as well as the engineering and municipal types under one 
common theme “where’s the work?” 

Continues on pg. 48
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Vice President of Engineering 
Services Comment

Glenn Bukoski, P.E.

The Michigan Construction 
Hall of Fame

Created to permanently display and honor the recipients of the Dis-
tinguished Constructor Award, the Michigan Construction Hall of Fame is 
housed in the Granger Center for Construction and HVACR on the campus 
of Ferris State University.  The Distinguished Constructor Award was estab-
lished to formally recognize the signifi cant achievements made by individu-
als to the Michigan construction industry.  A Distinguished Constructor is 
someone who has left a lifelong mark not only on the industry, but also within 
the community, through exemplary professional achievement and generous 
community involvement.  

As a member of the award selection panel it is my honor to represent 
MITA and our members in the annual process of nominating and selecting 
the Distinguished Constructor Award recipients.  The award selection panel 
also includes construction industry professionals representing the Associ-
ated Builders and Contractors (ABC) of Michigan, the Associated General 

Contractors (AGC) of Michigan, 
the Construction Association of 
Michigan (CAM), the Michigan 
Association of Home Builders 
(MAHB), and the College of Tech-
nology, Ferris State University.

At ceremonies conducted on 
October 16, 2008, two longtime MITA members, the late Joseph Dunigan Sr., 
and James Klett were awarded the “Distinguished Constructor Award” and 
inducted into the Hall of Fame.

Joe Dunigan, of Dunigan Bros., Inc., began his career in the construction 
industry after serving in WW II. The company he began with his brothers has 
been a leader in underground construction since 1945. Joe was instrumental 

From left to right the Klett 
Family: From left to right: 

Son of Jim Klett , Dale 
Klett; Dale’s wife, Tammy 

Klett; Jim’s stepfather, 
Doc Baushke; Jim’s wife, 
Andrea; Jim Klett; Jim’s 

daughter, Kristen; her fi an-
ce, Carl Garland; Jim’s son, 

Chip’s fi ance, Kim Smith;  
Jim’s son, Chip.

From left to 
right:  Joe 
Dunigan Jr., 
Steve Duni-
gan, Patrick 
Dunigan, Tim 
Dunigan, David 
Dunigan and 
Charlie Duni-
gan.

Continues on pg. 48
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Are You Working Safely?

Director of Safety & Workforce 
Development Comment

At the time of this article was written, there had been 30 work related fa-
talities reported by MIOSHA.  Of the 30, 12 were construction related and one 
involved a MITA member.  A review indicates that four were fall related, four 
struck-by’s, three were electrocutions and one was the result of being crushed.  
It should be noted that “struck-by” does not necessarily mean hit by a vehicle, 
it means being struck by anything on a jobsite.  It should be noted that there 
have been no cave-in deaths, which speaks volumes for those who perform un-
derground work.

Many feel that heavy construction is dangerous business. It is this associa-
tion’s position that it is not if work is performed in a safe manner.  The question 
I ask is, are you working safe enough?  Is your company doing what it takes to 
ensure the safety and well being of its employees?   Is top management on board 
with safety or is it looked at as a set of regulations that make life diffi cult?  In my 
regular visits to the MIOSHA Appeals Division, I often get asked “ what is the 
company doing to correct the problem?” or “how are they going to prevent this 
from happening in the future?” or my all time favorite, “when are they going to 
get it?” MITA’s ability to answer some of these rhetorical questions relies on your 
company’s commitment level to safety. 

It is no secret that work is down, and less work creates the possibility of more 

MIOSHA inspections that could 
result in citations and monetary 
penalties.  Being up to date on 
current construction safety 
standards and having a system 
in place that holds employees 
accountable for following the 
standards is your best fi rst step. 
The only way to achieve this goal 
is to ensure that your foremen and superintendents identify and correct hazards 
and hold the rest of the crew accountable for any laps in judgment. In fact, all 
employees should be trained to look for potential hazards and bring them to the 
attention of the person in charge or correct the hazard themselves, if possible.  
Taking part in a pro-active safety program reduces injury rates and accidents; 
and, in turn, increases profi ciency and production.  

Training is a common topic of discussion because its frequency of occur-
rence is often lacking. The lack of training or proper training is linked to an 
increased possibility of an accident occurring. I have handled enough MIOSHA 
appeals to draw this correlation.  Many MITA members train on a regular basis 

but struggle when it comes to transferring this knowledge into work habits 
or even recognizing that instruction from fi eld supervision equals training. 
I say this because often when a MIOSHA safety offi cer asks an employee if 
they have been trained the answer is regularly “no” when in fact you actually 
have. Many citations have been issued as a result of this scenario. The key 
to avoid this problem is documenting any and all training whether it be a 
Tool-Box-Talk, a jobsite analysis, formal classroom training or a footnote in 
a foreman’s daily log.  It takes time to engrain in an employee that training 
actually should take place all day every day. Do not get discouraged and stay 
the course. Be consistent and the results will come. 

I am proud to say that MITA members are often leaps and bounds ahead 
of non-members when it comes to safe working habits. I have seen this fi rst 
hand on many jobsites that have multiple contractors. If you see someone 
who needs help in this arena, please refer them to me. MITA is always willing 
to point someone in the right direction when it comes to safety. 

The 2009 MITA Super Conference dates have been set, and we look for-
ward to another successful year. We will be unveiling a Part 9 DVD and a Job 
Site Analysis Program for everyone to take advantage of as well.  Make sure 
to visit the MITA web site www.mita.com for upcoming events and training 
opportunities.  Remember to train and think safety.

If you have any questions or comments, 
contact Pat Brown by e-mail at 

patrickbrown@mi-ita.com or call 517 347-8336.

Patrick Brown
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Director of Legislative Affairs
Comment

Sugar Included in 
Road-Funding Recipe

Several months ago, this column predicted that any major transportation in-
vestment would require new reforms and effi ciencies as part of the overall legisla-
tive package.  As the famous saying goes, “a spoonful of sugar helps the medicine 
go down”.

In the more than 150 meetings that MITA lobbyists have had with legislators 
over the past 18 months, the overwhelming sentiment from policymakers was 
that there was indeed a need for more infrastructure spending, but that elected 
leaders needed “political cover.”  This cover could be created by reassuring Michi-
gan taxpayers that their money was spent wisely.  Hence, there was a need for 
comprehensive reforms.

This spring, summer and fall, the governor’s Citizens Advisory Committee 
on Transportation Funding (CAC) conducted a comprehensive review of both the 
funding inadequacy of our transportation system and also reforms and effi cien-
cies.

The 66-page report entitled, “Michigan’s Roads in Crisis,” concluded that 
Michigan needed to double spending by investing an additional $3 billion a year 
in our transportation system to provide for basic improvements and maintain the 
current pavement conditions on the MDOT and local systems.  (The report can 
be found by visiting the www.drivemi.org website.)  To meet increased capacity 
demands and make desired upgrades, the state would need to spend an addi-
tional $6 billion per year.

In addition to the needs study, the CAC investigated ways in which road 
agencies have been able to save money.  A separate “Reforms and Effi ciencies” 
report evaluated dozens of reform proposals and effi ciencies that have been rec-
ommended in the past by the Legislature, road agencies, think tanks and oth-
ers.

Although not all recommendations have gained the support of MITA, there 
is a recognition that all levels of the transportation system—from the Legisla-
ture to the road agencies to the contractors—will be asked to make sacrifi ces 
and be open to change the way they do business.

  A few of the recommended reforms include:
➤ Enhancing asset management practices and increasing data collected 

by the MI Asset Management Council.  
➤ Reducing, freezing or eliminating many interdepartmental grants, 

which skim transportation dollars to pay the cost of overhead for vari-
ous state departments.

➤ Allowing the Department of Treasury and Auditor General to do audits 
of local road agencies.

➤ Encouraging greater use of Value Engineering.
➤ Creating comprehensive performance standards. 
➤ Expanding the Construction Quality Partnership program to require 

greater up-front training and certifi cation in lieu of additional road war-
ranties.

In all, the Citizens Advisory Committee reviewed and made recommenda-
tions on over 50 proposed reform ideas.

As state policymakers discuss infrastructure-funding increases to slow 

the overall deterioration of our 
system, it is important that the 
heavy construction industry be 
proactive in offering ideas.  The 
combined history and experience 
of those on the ground provides 
great insight on ways to cut cost and provide the Michigan taxpayer the best re-
turn on their investment.

And, these reform ideas will be essential to securing hundreds of millions of 
additional infrastructure dollars every year.

Pour some sugar on me.
A complete list of recommended reforms can be found by going to the Trans-

portation Task Force (TF2) report on the www.drivemi.org web site.

To contact Keith Ledbetter, e-mail 
him at keithledbetter@mi-ita.com 

or call 517-347-8336.

n taxpayer the best re

Keith Ledbetter
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Director of Technical Services 
Comment

Field Manager Contractor Version: 
Shaping up to meet your needs

Doug Needham, P.E.

Almost two years ago, during the 2007 MITA Super Conferences, a session titled 
“FieldManager: Effectively Track Contracts” was widely attended with great interest 
and enthusiasm.  During these sessions, contractors learned about the history of 
FieldManager and how this program could help to effectively track their contracts.  

The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) along with InfoTech, 
Inc., designed the FieldManager program.  It was implemented in 1999 and since 
has proven to be a valuable tool used by MDOT to effi ciently manage construction 
projects and has saved the department roughly $28.5 million/year.

Shortly after its release Michigan’s contracting community also realized that 
FieldManager had value.  As a result, in 2002 MDOT initiated a pilot program al-
lowing contractors’ access to contract data including electronic estimates, contract 
modifi cations and inspector daily reports (IDRs).  These fi les were sent to contrac-
tors after being submitted from the fi eld offi ce to the central offi ce.  Having access 
to this almost real time information proved to be a valuable tool for contractors.  By 
being able to view pay estimates prior to MDOT issuing payment, contractors were 
able to catch errors/discrepancies as they occurred.  This allowed corrections to be 
made quicker and ultimately reduced time spent tracking contract quantities. 

The impetus of one of the 
2007 MITA Super Conference ses-
sions was to introduce the Field-
Manager Read-Only version to 
MITA contractors who were not 
aware of the program and its ben-
efi ts; improve the working knowl-
edge of those contractors who were currently using the Read-Only version; and ask 
for feedback on future enhancements for the Read-Only version.  What we learned 
during these sessions was that although the Read-Only version of FieldManager was 
a valuable frequently used tool, it was not the catchall.  Having the ability to view, 
query, and sort data is a great benefi t; however, contractors are still cutting and 
pasting, or manually importing that data into their own homemade spreadsheet 
system.

The desire to have a program specifi cally designed to fi t the needs of the con-
tractor became clear during our 1st Annual FieldManager Read-Only User Group 
meeting that was held at the 2008 MITA Annual Conference.  Contractors stated 

that although having the data provided by the owner agency is useful, there is still a 
considerable amount of time spent analyzing it.  During that meeting, we received 
many great suggestions on how to improve the Read-Only version; however, the 
current design of the program could not handle them.   As a result, MITA and 
InfoTech conducted numerous follow-up meetings to determine the best way to 
implement the requested changes.  It was decided that the current functions of the 
Read-Only version were useful but really only a small portion of what a contractor 
needs to effectively manage contracts.  Therefore, the desire to create a FieldMan-
ager Contractor was born.  

Over the next few months, MITA conducted small working sessions and devel-
oped a list of specifi c items/functions that would be useful in a Contractor version.  
As a follow-up, MITA conducted a survey asking a larger pool of contractors for 
their ideas on the direction for the Contractor version. 

The fi rst version of FieldManager Contractor will not cover all of the wish list 
items but should to be on track to be the ultimate project management program 
for MITA members.  Once released, FieldManager Contractor will alleviate some of 
the tedious offi ce tasks that ultimately increase administrative costs.  

After months of discussions, surveys, and meetings, the functions that will 
ultimately be incorporated into the fi rst release of FieldManager Contractor are 
as follows:

Discrepancy Report – This report will compare the owner agency quantities 
against the contractor quantities and will highlight any differences.

Foreman’s Daily Report - This will be comparable to the current Inspector 
Daily Report (IDR) in FieldManager with additional fi elds for entering personnel 
and equipment for “operation”, “rate” and “totals”.  Contractors will be able to keep 
track of their on-site workforce with its cost, enter any general site conditions, and 
track item quantity postings.

Subcontractor payments - Once the payment is received from the owner 
agency, the contractor will have the ability to split the dollars paid amongst their 
subcontractors.

A S S O C I A T E
Construction Engineering Technology

B A C H E L O R ’ S
Architectural Engineering

(combining bachelor’s and master’s studies)
Civil Engineering
Construction Management
Engineering Technology

M A S T E R ’ S
Civil Engineering
Construction Engineering Management
Engineering Management

Lawrence Tech offers over 80 undergraduate, master’s, and
doctoral programs in Colleges of Architecture and Design,
Arts and Sciences, Engineering, and Management.

Lawrence Technological University
Office of Admissions
21000 West Ten Mile Road 
Southfield, MI 48075-1058  
800.CALL.LTU • ltu.edu

Build a Better Future
Distinctive Degrees for 
Construction Leaders

Continues on pg. 52

F A L L  |  2 0 0 8MITA    cross-section26



Crane operators are responsible for knowing and following the requirements, precautions and 
work-area hazards associated with crane operations.  Open discussion of crane operations among 
operators, supervisors and personnel should promote an atmosphere of safety.

Crane operations make up a large percentage of construction work.  The following list of simple rules 
of thumb should be exercised when working around cranes.

 •  Before operations begin, be sure to level crane and make sure outriggers give reliable  
             stability and are used on proper support. 

 •  Inspect rigging, hooks and slings daily.

 • Avoid overturning, collapse of the boom and cable failure by recognizing manufacturers 
   postings of safe loads for boom angles found in the cab.  Never exceed these postings.

 •  Do not place water dispenser on a crane as a central location for workers.

 •  Before leaving the crane for any reason, the operator should set the brakes, block the 
    wheels, lock the boom and place the levers and controls in a neutral position.

 •  Crane engines should not be refueled while running and a suitable fire extinguisher must be 
    available. 

 • Barricade the swing radius of the rotating superstructure of the crane.

 • Maintain a minimum of 10’ power line clearance when operating cranes.  In some instances 
    more than 10’ would be required.

 • Knowledge of hand signals assures safe communication with operator.

MITA recommends extra caution be exercised when working around suspended loads.  It is estimated 
that 34% of all crane accidents involve suspended loads. Consult the MITA Fall Protection handbook 
for more information regarding energized line clearances and hand signals.

Safe Crane Operation

• USE GOOD JUDGEMENT.
• ALWAYS THINK SAFETY.

• KNOW YOUR JOB.
• BE ALERT.
• EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED.

These tool box talks have been designed to include all of the information your company should be able 
to include in a five minute session.  MITA suggests that you document this activity with the sign-in sheet 
that has been provided and keep it on file for future reference.

Before you get started:
There are five basic safety tips that apply to the whole industry. If you practice these five things, you 
could make a difference.

Your employer is an equal opportunity employer and as such welcomes applications from qualified female and 
minority applicants.

Before you get started:
There are fi ve basic safety tips that apply to the whole industry. If you practice these fi ve tips, you could make 
a difference.

• KNOW YOUR JOB. • BE ALERT. • EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED. 
• USE GOOD JUDGEMENT. • ALWAYS THINK SAFETY.

These tool box talks have been designed to include all of the information your company should be able to in-
clude in a fi ve minute session.  MITA suggests that you document this activity with the sign-in sheet that has 
been provided and keep it on fi le for future reference.
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MITA PRESS RELEASES 
To read other  MITA press releases, visit 
http://www.mi-ita.com and click on “News.”

Transportation Group Names 
Worst Roads in Michigan
Monday, October 20, 2008

This is the statewide release that was 
issued, in addition to localized versions 
that were sent to local newspapers. To view 
other MITA press releases, visit the News 
Section of www.mi-ita.com.

 The Michigan Infrastructure and 
Transportation Association (MITA) today 
unveiled a list of the state’s worst roads, 
naming Detroit as the worst municipality 
with a whopping 523 lane miles in poor 
condition, followed by Ann Arbor (187), 
Grand Rapids (178), Flint (148) and Lansing 
(136). The group also announced that the 
fi ve top counties with the worst roads were 
Wayne (1,617), Oakland (1,279), Genesee 
(1,093), Washtenaw (989) and Calhoun 
(665).

The fi ndings utilized 2007 data from 
the Michigan Asset Management Council 
PASER Road Evaluation Program, which 
evaluated all roads on the federal aid 
system in 83 counties and almost 1,800 
municipalities across Michigan.  Federal aid 
roads are those that are eligible to utilize 
at least some federal dollars in addition to 
state dollars, and are often considered the 
best maintained roads in the state because 
of their high traffi c volumes.  The program 
rated each road on a scale from 1-10, 1 being 
the worst.  Today’s report analyzed the 
municipalities with the most roads rating 
a 4 or lower.  Roads in this condition are 
considered “poor” and require a complete 
structural overhaul, usually costing six 
times as much as the cost of routine 
maintenance.  

“This analysis is shocking,” said Mike 
Nystrom, vice president of public and 
government relations at the Michigan 
Infrastructure & Transportation Association 
(MITA) and co-chair of the Michigan 
Transportation Team. “This isn’t a case of 
road agencies not doing their jobs adequately. 
Locals are literally starving for more dollars as 
our roads deteriorate into unsafe conditions 
that require the most expensive repairs.  
Meanwhile, state policymakers from these 
areas of the state have not yet recognized 
this as a priority and the problem has gotten 
much worse.”

Counties with the most miles of roads 
rated in poor condition:

 1.    Wayne – 1,617
2.    Oakland – 1,279
3.    Genesee – 1,093
4.    Washtenaw – 989
5.    Calhoun – 665
6.    Kent – 630
7.    Macomb – 583
8.    Menominee – 572
9.    Oceana – 539
10.  St. Clair – 506 
Municipalities with the most miles of 

roads rated in poor condition:
 1.    Detroit – 523
2.    Ann Arbor – 187
3.    Grand Rapids – 178
4.    Flint – 148
5.    Lansing – 136
6.    Southfi eld – 124
7.    Burton – 114
8.    Saginaw – 110
9.    Mt. Morris Twp. – 105
10.  Dearborn – 103 
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MITA also did an analysis of those counties and municipalities 
that had the highest percentage of roads in poor condition.  There were 
over 20 municipalities that had 100 percent of their federal aid roads 
in poor condition.  Most of these are considered small communities 
in rural areas.   The county with the worst percentage of roads in poor 
condition was Oceana County, with a whopping two-thirds of their 
federal aid roads in poor condition.

 “Our legislators inability to act is costing Michigan,” Nystrom said.  
“We cannot ignore our roads any longer – we need our legislators to 
step up and take action.”

The Michigan Asset Management Council was created by the 
Legislature as a result of the Transportation Funding Study Committee 
Report of 2000.  Since then, the council has been tracking road 
conditions on approximately 98,000 lane miles on the federal highway 
system and identifi ed almost 25,000 miles of roadway considered in 
poor condition.   Overall, Michigan has about 257,000 lane miles across 
the state.  Details on the worst roads in Michigan can be found by 
visiting www.drivemi.org .

Cost of Legislative Bickering: $3 million and 2,750 
Employee Layoffs
Tuesday, September 16, 2008

Legislative leaders rejected the 2009 transportation budget this 
morning, signaling the  beginning of government shutdown procedures 
that will cost taxpayers an estimated $3.175 million.  

The transportation budget was rejected on a 3-3 party line vote 
by the Transportation Appropriations Conference Committee.  The 
government shutdown procedures will include decommissioning 
road construction zones and the layoff of as many as 2,750 state 
transportation department employees.  The $3.175 million cost includes 
$635,000 in state money spent to implement shutdown procedures and 
another $2.54 million in lost federal match.

Without a state budget in place, state employees cannot be 
authorized to work.  The state contract requires a 30-day notice before 
union employees can be laid off and those notices have been delayed in 
hopes of a last minute agreement.  The current budget is set to expire 
September 30 at midnight.

“Apparently, partisanship and political bickering have replaced 
creating jobs as the top priority for some state politicians,” said Mike 
Nystrom, vice president of public and government relations at the 
Michigan Infrastructure & Transportation Association (MITA) and co-
chair of the Michigan Transportation Team. “Our legislators are asleep 
at the wheel.”

A shutdown would mean temporary job cuts of critical state 
transportation offi cials during the waning days of Michigan’s short 
construction season.  But it could also create unnecessary construction 
project delays, as the state would be forced to shut down ongoing road 
improvement projects.

This news is just one more blow to Michigan’s already crumbling 
transportation system.  A report issued by the Granholm-appointed 
Citizens Advisory Committee on Transportation Funding concluded in 
July that the state would need to double transportation funding—from 
$3 billion annually to $6 billion annually—to pay for even basic road 
and bridge repairs. Without this investment, an additional 30 percent 
of Michigan roads will decline to poor condition over the next decade. 
MDOT estimates that they will lose an average of $1 billion per year 
in federal funds starting in 2010 because of the state’s inability to 
provide state matching dollars.  Even without the federal reductions, 
a University of Michigan study estimates the state is losing over 12,255 
jobs between 2006-2009 because of expected cuts to gas tax revenues.

“While state policymakers say they want to fi x our transportation 
system, they have failed to do anything but bicker,” Nystrom said.  “And 
it is not just the MDOT shutdown.  Just look at their track record – 
last year’s near-government shutdown, fl irting with disaster by missing 
a federal deadline earlier this summer on approving federal airport 
projects, the refusal to act on the transportation funding crisis – the 
list goes on.”

The transportation budget delays are a result of political posturing 
over the location of the proposed new Detroit River International 
Crossing (DRIC).  The budget was fi rst introduced more than six 
months ago.

“Our legislators inability to act is costing Michigan,” Nystrom said.  
“We cannot ignore our roads any longer – we need our legislators to 
step up and take action.”
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10.30.08, WHMI 
Livingston roads fare well in statewide 
ranking

The Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association 
released a report last week, ranking all of Michigan’s municipalities 
and counties on the quality of their roads…

10.27.08, Ludington Daily, 
Roads rated poor in region

Mason County has a signifi cant percentage of primary roads 
in poor condition, according to the Michigan Infrastructure and 
Transportation Association. Mason County ranked fi fth in the state 
with 45 percent of its road miles, or 294 miles, in poor condition…

10.26.08, Hometown Life, Rochester Hills, 
Group parks Rochester Hills on worst 
roads list 

Local folks are proud to point out that greater Rochester has 
been ranked one of the best places to live in the country. Now, the city 
of Rochester Hills has made a “worst” list…

10.25.08, Monroe News, 
County’s roads bad, but not worst in 
state

Here’s a top 10 list Monroe County didn’t make, and county 
residents should be glad.

The Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association 
this week released a list of the counties in the state with the worst 
roads…

 

10.24.08, The News Herald (Downriver), 
Plans say area thoroughfares need 
plenty of help

Four Downriver communities rank in the top 100 in Michigan 
to have the most miles of roadway deemed to be in poor condition, 
according to a statewide transportation study released Monday…

10.24.08, Daily Telegram,
Lenawee roads rated

Lenawee County’s main roads are in better shape than those in 
most counties in Michigan, according to an annual report released by 
the Michigan Department of Transportation…

10.24.08, Shelby Township Source, 
County roads named among worst in 
Michigan

Macomb County has the seventh worst roads in all of Michigan, a 
whopping 583 miles of roads in bad condition, as recently announced 
by the Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association. 
Twenty percent of all Macomb County’s federal aid roads are in poor 
condition…

10.23.08, Oceana Herald Journal, 
Oceana has state’s highest percentage 
of poor roads   

Oceana County has the highest percentage of poor roads in all 
of Michigan, a whopping 66 percent, as announced Monday by the 
Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association (MITA)… 

MITA in the NewsMITA in the News
 The following are samples of media coverage that MITA generated from a press release MITA issued on 
October 20, “Transportation Group Names Worst Roads in Michigan.” The fi ndings utilized 2007 data from 
the Michigan Asset Management Council PASER Road Evaluation Program, which evaluated all roads on 
the federal aid system in 83 counties and almost 1,800 municipalities across Michigan. A pdf of the complete 
sample stories is available by visiting the news section of www.mi-ita.com.

 In addition to this list, MITA’s Vice President of Government and Public Relations Mike Nystrom 
continues to conduct numerous media interviews across the state regarding this topic to underscore the dire 
need for increased transportation funding.

Continues on pg. 53
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ANNUAL MICHIGAN UTILITY
COORDINATION CONFERENCE

January 21, 2009
Getting to know 
each others’ 
businesses

  

•

•

•

•

•

AGENDA

   Sign up today! Complete this form for each attendee and fax it back 
to the MITA office at (517) 347-8344

Presented free of charge by ACEC, CRAM, MDOT, MISS DIG, MITA and MML

Construction projects are often a 
collaborative effort of various types 
of businesses. 

Learn about various types of 
businesses that interact and 

coordinate business 
practices and standards.

Questions?  Feel free to contact Doug Needham at (517) 347-8336.

•



Brilliant engineering solutions - delivered daily.

NTH Consultants, Ltd.
Infrastructure Engineering
and Environmental Services

(800) 736-6842
www.nthconsultants.com

Construction Related Engineering Services 
Vibration Monitoring
Value Engineering
Temporary Shoring/Support Design
Design-Build Engineering
Foundation Investigation/Design
AASHTO Accredited Laboratory
Geo-Environmental Services
Pavement Consulting/Design

EverydayBrilliance

It was only a few short months ago that 43-year-old Michael Jones of Kalamazoo 
found himself unemployed and struggling to pay his bills.

But fate and fortitude led Jones to attend an event put on by the North Side Ministerial 
Alliance, where he learned about the Road Construction Apprentice Readiness (RCAR) 
program - and a second shot at a career.

“The individual, Chuck Miller, gave a pretty impressive presentation on the program, 
and said how this was going to create opportunities for minorities and women in the 
trades,” said Jones. “So I said, ‘Let me give this a shot. What have I got to lose?’” 

Designed to help address a generational trend of retirements in the construction 
industry, RCAR is an intensive, 5-week program that prepares women, minorities and 
low-income individuals to compete for apprenticeships as carpenters, cement masons, 
iron workers, laborers and operating engineers.

“There are so many barriers to expanding and preparing the workforce, all of the 
parties involved felt that an accelerated program was the most aggressive way to address 
this,” said Terrence Hicks, director of the Michigan Department of Transportation’s 
Offi ce of Business Development. “This is an exhaustive program that helps fi ll in that 
gap quickly.”

The program was created through a partnership of MDOT, the state 
Department of Labor and Economic Growth and Michigan Works!  It provides at 
least 150 hours of training, including job readiness skills, applied math, blueprint 
reading, workplace safety and an overview of the construction trades.

“The program, it was very intense,” said Jones, who graduated from it in 
May.  “We did locating information, had a reading test, and before you got to 
the program, you had to have a valid driver’s license, had to show a high school 
diploma.  Then you had to score at least a 3 on the test. Our class started with 21 
out of 180 people who applied.” 

Jones earned RCAR, Gold Workkeys National Career Readiness, MIOSHA 
and First Aid/CPR certifi cates, but most rewarding of all was that his graduation 
brought a job at Milbocker and Sons. Now his title is bridge carpenter, already 
earning 60 percent of journeyman’s wage. “I can pay my bills now,” Jones said. 
RCAR “impacts your life a great deal.”

In September, he will start taking classes to become a journeyman. From a 
contractor’s perspective, RCAR creates a well-trained, work-ready base of potential 
employees that’s sorely needed, noted Jason Sandusky, vice president of Peters 
Construction Company in Kalamazoo.

This spring, the 54-year-old fi rm, which specializes in underground and earth 

MDOT News

Ronda Poth and Governor Jennifer Granholm

Road Construction 
Apprentice Readiness 
Program

Michael Jones and Governor Jennifer Granholm

Continues on pg. 52
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M E M B E R  

N E W S
Association Benefi ts
www.association-benefi ts.com

Association Benefi ts 
Company has relocated to 
Novi.  The company e-mail 
addresses, phone and fax 
numbers have remained the 
same – only the address has 
changed.  The new address 
is 27333 Meadowbrook 

Road, Suite 230, Novi, Mich., 48377.  The other contact information is as 
follows:

Toll Free: 800-782-0712
Phone: 248-356-3366
Fax: 248-356-8589
The company mission is to provide agents, associations and their members with 

the highest quality health benefi ts, the most affordable rates, and unbeatable “Value 
Added” administrative services, all with the highest regard to customer satisfaction. 
Experienced and responsive staff, along with constant innovations in technology, plan 
design, and state-of-the-art reporting, ensures that clients stay connected to their 
health and benefi t plans.

Klochko
NEW HIRE

Dave Miedema has joined the organization as an area 
representative assigned to the Grand Rapids branch. He brings 
with him nines years of sales and rental equipment experience 
in the west Michigan area and is a welcome asset to the Klochko 
team.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN IN CONSTRUCTION HOST MAGIC 
CAMP (submitted by Susan Long of Klochko)

MAGIC Camp took place on the Orchard Ridge campus of Oakland Community 
College (OCC) this summer.  MAGIC stands for Mentor a Girl in Construction.  This was 
a free program for 15 high school students who met at the weeklong camp. The take 
home, hands-on projects (building a birdhouse, wiring a lamp and erecting a water fall) 
were taught by women craftworkers who provided knowledge and practice in the areas 
of carpentry, electricity, plumbing, drywall and masonry.

Safety training sessions were scheduled each morning and hard hats, safety 
goggles, gloves and other protective equipment were mandatory.  A favorite was the 
crane simulator provided by the Operating Engineers Training Center. 

MAGIC Camp is a program of the National Association of Women in Construction.  
It was sponsored by the Detroit  Chapter # 183 and Lansing Chapter # 177.  The event 
was hosted by OCC’s Womencenter and Construction Management Program directed 
by Arlene Frank.  

 
Rain for Rent
www.rainforrent.com
NEW PRODUCT

The HH225c 8-inch pump from Rain for 
Rent produces large fl ows and high discharge 
heads for applications including sewer bypass, 
mine/quarry dewatering, and temporary fi re 
protection systems.

With superior hydraulic effi ciency up to 82 
percent, this pump is able to move more gallons 
of water at a lower fuel-cost.  The versatile 
HH225c can handle solids up to 3 3/8 inch.

The pump is capable of producing fl ows 
up to 5400 GPM and discharge head up to 405-
feet.  The engine and pump are mounted on 

Dave Miedema
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248.519.1400   |   www.ghbh.com

galvanized skids to protect against rust and corrosion.  Combine 
this 8-inch pump with other Rain for Rent products for a complete 
system to solve your unique liquid handling problems.

For sales and rental inquiries, contact Rain for Rent, available 
24/7, nationwide, at 800-742-7246, or visit us online at rainforrent.
com.

RAIN FOR RENT DOES A DIRTY JOB!
Rain for Rent was recently featured on the Discovery Channel’s 

reality program, “Dirty Jobs with Mike Rowe.”  Rowe works a typical 
day with professional workers n some of the hardest and nastiest 
occupations ever known.  Here is a story, submitted by Rain for Rent, 
about their experience being featured on the show.

Darren Flood, branch manager of Rain for Rent’s Rifl e, Colo., 
location, challenged Rowe to bring his crew to check out some 
of Rain for Rent’s dirty jobs.  Three possible jobs were reviewed 
and they settled on the City of Rifl e’s sewer bypass project.  After 
accepting the project, paperwork was signed by Rain for Rent and 
the City of Rifl e, and the show was ready to roll.  

Rowe’s job was to help set up a sewer bypass to pump fl uids 
from one manhole to another.  After putting the bypass pumps 
together, he climbed into the manhole – where the natural waste products were – to 
make sure the pipe was in place.  After he signaled good pipe placement, suction began 
transferring the waste to another manhole.  When fi nished, Rowe then had to clean 
the waste-covered pipes.  

“It was nasty,” said Jaime Acero, Rain for Rent team leader.  “Rowe is funny and 

really a good guy,” 
Mike was heard to say that this was “one of the nastiest jobs he had ever done.”
Safety is always an issue with the myriad of jobs Rowe performs. He was current 

with all the training he needed for this particular job (confi ned space entry, use of 
respirator, etc.)  and wore PPE (Personal Protective Equipment).  

Continues on pg. 36

From left to right: Mike Rowe with Jaime Acero
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M E M B E R  

N E W S

1-800-783-RENT
www.klochko.com

RENTALS ♦ SERVICE ♦ EQUIPMENT SALES

1951 2008

2008 Current Klochko Headquarters.
Ready for the future.

1967 Klochko Equipment Rental creates first radio dispatched rental service dept.

1982 Pontiac Silverdome, finalpreparation for Super Cross1951 Mr. Klochko opens first
rental location in  

Melvindale, Michigan

Family Owned and Serving Michigan Since 1951.

Detroit Area (Melvindale) • East Michigan (Fair Haven)
West Michigan (Grand Rapids) • Mid-Michigan (Howell)

1981 Working at 
Riverside Park
1981 Working at 
Riverside Park

“I was very happy to see they put safety fi rst,” said Tim Vaughn, regional safety 
manager.  “They didn’t take any short cuts.”

After the project was complete, Rowe took time to take pictures with the Rain for 
Rent team.  

“The Dirty Jobs Crew was very personable and approachable, fantastic guys and a 
lot of fun,” said Rick Miller, Rifl e operations manager. 

Ritchie Bros Auctioneers
www.rbauction.com

Established in 1958, Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers is the world’s largest 
industrial auctioneer, selling more equipment to onsite and online bidders 
than any other company in the world.  The company has over 110 locations 
in 25 countries including 38 auction sites worldwide.  Ritchie Bros. sells, 
through unreserved public auctions, a broad range of used and unused 
industrial assets, including equipment, trucks and other assets utilized in 
the construction, transportation, agricultural, material handling, mining, 
forestry, petroleum and marine industries.  

Ritchie Bros Auctioneers has launched the industry’s fi rst online equipment wiki 
(a website that allows people to collaborate and share information online, editing and 
creating web pages with their web browser, and creating topic associations between 
them.)

Using software provided by Wikipedia, Ritchie Bros. has created a one-stop public 
resource for equipment information, one that the community at large can research, 
read, add to and edit.

“Dave Ritchie, co-founder of Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers, has always wanted to 
collect the knowledge and expertise of our company and our customers and gather it in 
some sort of library or repository,” said Clay Tippett, vice president of Internet services.  
“There is a vast body of information about equipment in the world, but it was not all in 
one place and a lot of it is hard to access.”

Tippett said that a wiki is the best way to compile information and to ensure 
availability to the greatest number of people. Information can be constantly added, 
elaborated, and updated democratically by thousands of individual contributors that 
all have different information to share.

The new equipment Wiki, called Ritchie Wiki, has reference-quality material 
on equipment, manufacturers, people, uses, projects and history.  There are also 
specifi cations for more than 9,200 plus different machines.  Not only can you fi nd out 
the length and width of a machine, perhaps for transporting purposes, but you can 
also fi nd out other information, such as the depth an excavator can dig, or the bucket 
capacity of a wheel loader.  There is also a comparison feature on the specifi cations tool 
that allows you to evaluate up to four different models of equipment at a time.

Continued from pg. 35
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MIOSHA 
has stepped 
up jobsite 
inspections this summer— As 

many as 3 visits to 
the same jobsite in 3 
months.  

Spalding DeDecker Associates, Inc.
www.sda-eng.com

Established in 1954, Spalding DeDecker Associates, 
Inc., (SDA) is an engineering consulting fi rm specializing 
in infrastructure, land development and surveying.  With 
offi ces in Brighton, Detroit, Rochester Hills and Trenton, 
SDA is an employee-owned and ISO certifi ed organization 
that provides design and engineering solutions for 
municipal, land development, transportation and water/
wastewater projects.  The fi rm also offers complete 
construction engineering and land surveying/mapping 
services.

CO-FOUNDER HONORED BY MICHIGAN STATE 
UNIVERSITY

Frank DeDecker, P.E., P.S., co-founder of SDA, 
recently received the 2008 Distinguished Alumni Award from 
Michigan State University’s College of Engineering.  Recipients 
of this award, fi rst presented in 2003, must be: graduates of the 
department; national leaders in their profession; contributors to 
the department, the college or the university in some meaningful 
way; and community leaders whose actions refl ect favorably on 
Michigan State University.  Nominations are made by faculty, 
alumni, and other supporters of the department.  The department’s 
professional advisory board selects the winner.

SDA has designed highway bridges; subdivision and 
condominium projects; and sewer, watermain, and paving projects 
for the State of Michigan, Michigan counties and municipalities, 
various land developers, schools, and healthcare facilities.  
DeDecker’s fi nal project before retiring in 1994 was designing 
the truck exit ramp for the Ambassador Bridge, with the Detroit 
International Bridge Company as client.

Early in his career, DeDecker worked for an underground 
construction contractor, Sugden & Sivier, on sewer and watermain 
relocations at the beginning of the John Lodge Freeway’s 
construction in downtown Detroit.  He later joined a Detroit fi rm 
that was designing sewer and watermain relocations for the John 
Lodge Freeway extension.  There, he worked with Vernon Spalding, 
with whom he founded SDA in 1954.  Today the fi rm has about 100 
employees.

DeDecker and his wife, Jean, are life members of the MSU 
Alumni Association, and have participated in many MSU 
sponsored travel programs.  His hobbies include woodworking 
and trading stocks on the Internet.  They have nine children and 19 
grandchildren. 

“Most people recognize Frank DeDecker as one of the 
founders of SDA and a leader in the civil engineering industry for 
more than 50 years,” said David A Lakin, P.E., president of SDA.  
“This recognition from MSU also distinguishes Frank as a person 
who gave back to others through his service to his country (Navy, 
World War II), his Alma Mater, and to the many communities in 
southeast Michigan that Frank helped to build.”

Continues on pg. 44
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GIVING BACK: 
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Looking back on the week of Sept. 28 is a 
blur for Bob McDonald, general superintendent 
for E.T. MacKenzie Company in Grand Ledge.

McDonald, who has been with 
MacKenzie Companies for 26 years out of his 
50-year tenure in the construction industry, 
had a good excuse.  During that week his 
company was helping do the underground 
and site development work in Holt, Michigan  
for ABC Television’s hit reality show “Extreme 
Makeover: Home Edition.”  If you haven’t 
watched the show, extremely down-on-their 
luck families get a new start on life when their 
old homes are demolished and replaced with new, upscale homes in one week.  One week! (That’s 
the excuse for McDonald’s memory blur, plus working more than two 24 hour days during that 
time.)

“We had a week and a half to prepare for the job,” McDonald said.  “Then we did the demo, 
excavating, grading, pressurized drain fi eld to replace septic, asphalt drive (thanks to American 

Asphalt who donated asphalt) dug the 
foundation and augered the foundation for 
the backyard playhouse, graded the lawn, 
did tree removal, brought in topsoil and fi ll,  
and moved out equipment by Wednesday  
night.”

At 2 p.m. Sunday, September 28 
demolition began; the basement was dug by 6:30 p.m.; backfi ll by 6 a.m. Monday, 
and Mayberry Homes began framing the home at 7 a.m. Monday. This amount of 
work would normally have taken a full week to complete.

“Our eight workers actually volunteered their time on Sunday; I felt good about 
that,” said McDonald, who got his start in the business when he was 16 installing 
guardrail for a company in Hastings. “The whole project was a feel good thing.”

Ed MacKenzie, owner of MacKenzie Companies, said he was committed 
to helping Mayberry Homes in every way possible because of the unique chance 
to rally the community together for a great cause.  In addition to E.T. MacKenzie 
and Mayberry Homes, MPC Cashway Lumber, Michigan State University, Lansing 

Community College and Dean Transportation were major donors and hundreds of volunteers helped complete the project.  Companies 
that McDonald called to help were eager to assist and included American Asphalt, McPhee Electric and MITA Member Michigan Pipe 
and Valve, Inc.

“You couldn’t get our guys to go home,” McDonald said.  
“One guy worked 24 hours straight and someone came to me 
and said, ‘You gotta get someone in for Dave, he is getting 
goofy.’ But, when I checked on him, he said: ‘I just had a lot of 
coffee.  I’m FINE!”

E.T. MacKenzie Companies, with branch offi ces in Ann Arbor, 
Lansing, Bradenton, Fla.; Asheville, N.C.

4248 West Saginaw Highway (corporate offi ce)
Grand Ledge, Mich.  48837
Phone: 517-627-8408
Fax: 517-627-4470
www.mackenzieco.com

Looking back on the week of Sept. 28 is a 
blur for Bob McDonald, general superintendent 
for E.T. MacKenzie Company in Grand Ledge.

McDonald, who has been with 
MacKenzie Companies for 26 years out of his
50-year tenure in the construction industry,
had a good excuse. During that week his
company was helping do the underground
and site development work in Holt, Michigan 
for ABC Television’s hit reality show “Extreme
M k H Edi i ” If h ’
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All 83 counties and over 
1600 municipalities ranked.www.drivemi.org

See Where Your See Where Your 
Community Community 
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Your goal: To keep roads open 
when replacing a culvert.

Your solution:

Finally, a no-dig solution to culvert 
lining and rehab challenges.  The 
Snap-Tite® patented joint and 
installation system allows replacement 
of failing culvert piping without 
removing the deteriorated pipe.

Get all the facts by contacting Snap-Tite rep, 
Chris Mooney with St. Regis Culvert, Inc. 

202 Morrell St.     Charlotte, MI 48813
517-543-3430    Fax 517-543-2313

www.stregisculvert.com

 

COMPANY IN BRIEF: TurnKey Network Solutions (TKNS) is 
a privately held telecommunications contractor with offi ces 
throughout the Midwest that focuses on providing a complete 
solution to customers’ telecom infrastructure needs. TKNS of-
fers a complete line of services ranging from outside plant (OSP) 
engineering, construction, and maintenance to Central Offi ce 
(CO) design, installation and equipment test and turn up. The 
company also has partnerships with prominent equipment ven-
dors including Cisco Systems, MRV and Adtran.

SPECIALTIES: Horizontal Directional Drilling, Trenching, Util-
ity Construction (fi ber, gas, electric, telephone, cable); Sub-
Surface Utility Locating and Engineering Services; Outside Tele-
communications Plant Services; Aerial and Underground Fiber 
Optic Construction; Engineering, Permitting, Cable Blowing, 
Utility Pole Installation; Central Offi ce Engineering, Equipment 
Installation in a central offi ce environment as well as data cen-
ter environments.

NEW PRODUCT LINE/SERVICE: EQUIPMENT TEST AND 
TURN UP:  Our Test and Turn Up group is top of the line and 
includes CCNA certifi cations among others. 

NETWORK OPERATIONS MONITORING:  From small, medium 
sized businesses to large enterprises, TurnKey can monitor their 

MITA MEMBER PROJECT PROFILE

Onsite 
TurnKey 

box truck of 
equipment 
with empty 
trailer after 

unloading 
boring 

machine.

PROJECT NAME: US Signal Company – Verizon Wireless Cell Sites.

PRIME CONTRACTOR: TurnKey Network Solutions(TKNS).

PROJECT OWNER: US Signal Company

PROJECT LOCATION: River Road in Lansing, Mich.,(pictured In this 
magazine) and 38 other sites in Lansing and Grand Rapids.

PROJECT SUPERVISOR: Derrick Fisher with crew Bob Seaman, Steve 
Voshell and Bill Winter.

PROJECT START:  Ongoing project that began in the Summer of 2008.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  The Verizon Wireless projects involved TKNS 
engineering the proper infrastructure for quantum leaps in capac-
ity for the cell towers.  The projects also involved aerial work with 
bucket trucks and work done by the underground boring division of 
TKNS. 

 TKNS designed and engineered the routes, executed permitting, lo-
cated underground utilities, and completed underground boring.  In 
addition, TKNS pulled innerduct and optical fi ber; installed hand-holes 
and performed fi ber-optic splicing where required.   

 In some locations across Michigan, TKNS may also have performed 
inside plant operations, and installed CISCO Company communica-
tion products voice, data and video transmission for voice, data and 
video equipment.

Bill Winter 
installing boring 

shoe and bit to rig.

communications network 24/7, report and repair problems and submit incident 
documentation. As a result, most companies realize more up-time, save money and 
increase productivity without adding additional capital equipment, extra software 
or staffi ng.

FUTURE PLANS: Construction is underway for a new headquarters on a four-acre 
site in Grand Rapids. Occupancy is expected in the spring of 2009. The New Berlin, 
Wis. offi ce opened on Nov. 1, 2008.
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you’re the big fi sh.In our pond
At UHY LLP, we treat every client like they are our biggest and we treat 
every business as if it were our own. We have been serving Michigan’s 
most successful construction companies for over thirty-five years.

Come experience the UHY LLP difference. Call us today or visit 
us on the web and find out how UHY LLP can help your company 
achieve its goals. 

• Federal, State and Local Tax Planning 
• Contract Element Review 
• Home Construction Contracts
• Financial Analysis
• Forensics, Litigation & Valuation Services
• Audits
• Tax Deferral Strategies
• Cost Allocation

Thomas J. Callan, CPA
248.355.0280  •  tcallan@uhy-us.com

uhy-us.com

Bob Seaman with 
electronic locating 
equipment to mark 
underground wires 
and utilities, and 
also check depth 
and direction of 
boring shoe.

Horizontal boring 
machine in place and 

ready to bore. Bob Seaman double-checking the 
exact location and measurements 

for the boring rig.  (Measure 
twice – cut once.)

Steve Voshell operating the boring machine as its auto-
loader of pipe slides into position and auto-threads next 
section to push on and extend boring length. Continues on pg. 68

Steve Voshell operates 
the boring machine 
checking direction and 
depth of boring head 
from electronics.
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M E M B E R  

N E W S
PROMOTION

Cheryl Gregory, P.E., has been appointed associate, which is both a special 
recognition and added responsibility.

Members of SDA’s professional staff may advance to associate upon evidence 
of professional growth, development, and the bearing of increasing responsibilities.  
Advancement to associate is a management decision based upon strict guidelines and 
appointment by the board of directors.

Gregory is the transportation department manager at SDA.  She received a 
bachelor’s of science degree in construction engineering from Lawrence Technological 
University in 1988 and is a member of the Women’s Transportation Seminar, the 
American Society of Civil Engineers and the Institute of Transportation Engineers.

NEW HIRE
David P. Eno, P.E., has been hired as transportation project manager.
Eno comes to SDA with more than 16 years of experience in the civil engineering 

profession, having focused on MDOT transportation design, multi-discipline site 
design, pump station and municipal utility design, and drainage design. 

He received a bachelor of science degree in civil engineering from Michigan 
State University in 1992 and an master’s of business administration from Grand Valley 
State University in 1997.  He is a member of the American Society of Civil Engineers, 
the National Society of Professional Engineers, and the Southern Oakland County 
Municipal Engineers.  He is licensed in Michigan and Ohio.

Testing Engineers & Consultants, Inc.
www.testingengineers.com

TEC provides client support from property acquisition through 
construction, renovation and restoration.   Expertise includes environmental 
and geotechnical engineering and consulting as well as facilities engineering, 
construction materials testing, indoor air quality and asbestos, lead and 
mold management services. Founded in 1966, TEC has offi ces in Troy, Ann 
Arbor and Detroit.

NEW HIRE
Wes Skinner, an environmental scientist with over fi ve years experience, 

has joined TEC’s environmental assessment department. His diverse experience in 
managing environmental projects on a national basis will compliment TEC’s strategic 
plan for growth.

Skinner’s expertise includes soil/groundwater remediation; hazardous 
materials and waste characterization; lead paint, asbestos and mold investigations; 
environmental due diligence; property condition assessments; project management 
and oversight; geotechnical investigations; and wetland mitigation oversight.  He holds 
a bachelor of science in environmental geosciences from Michigan State University 
and is a member of the National Brownfi elds Association (NBA), International Council 
of Shopping Centers (ICSC), Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI) and the Illinois 
Association of Environmental Professionals (IAEP).

Continued from pg. 37

Continues on pg. 46
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Our crews log over
one million square yards
of combined experience per year.

We have two Wirtgen Pavement Profilers (models 2000 and 2100)
capable of 7'3" wide cuts up to 13" deep with one pass.
In addition, we have a Wirtgen 2500 pulverizer with which we offer
cement/lime stabilization/foamed asphalt services.  Should the need arise,
we also have access to a Wirtgen 1200 Pavement Profiler to perform 4' cuts.

407 E. Fort Street Suite 407 - Detroit MI 48226
email: Juddlickert@wecandigit.com

FAX # 313-964-8835

MITA
MEMBER

Member of
ARRA

(313) 963-4263

We are your full service Pulverizing and Stabilizing Contractor
who can perform the “Full Depth Reclamation Process”

which is environmentally friendly!
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M E M B E R  

N E W S

Wade Trim
www.wadetrim.com

Wade Trim has more than 450 professional and support staff in 21 
offi ces throughout Michigan and seven additional states.  They provide 
engineering, surveying, planning, operations, landscape architecture, and 
construction services for transportation, water resources, land development 
and municipal government projects.

MICHIGAN WATER ENVIRONMENT ASSOCIATION HONORS 
WADE TRIM STAFF

David Vago, P.E., and Bill Shaffer were recognized 
for their professional achievements and public promotion 
of the wastewater environment profession by the Michigan 
Water Environment Association (MWEA) at their annual 
conference recently.

Vago received the Outstanding Environmental Consultant 
Award and the Willard F. Shephard Award in recognition of 
his service in the environmental fi eld and 20 years of MWEA 

membership.  He manages Wade Trim Operations Services and 
has more than 20 years of experience in contract operations of 
water and wastewater systems.  He oversees the fi rm’s contracts 
and aids in the development of safety and regulatory compliance 
programs and training programs.  As the Wade Trim practice 
lead for Asset Management, he performs utility rate studies, 
manpower analysis, and budget planning (operating and 
capital).  He is also Risk Assessment Methodology for Water 

Utilities certifi ed and conducts water system vulnerability assessments.
Shaffer received the Collection Systems Professional of the Year Award for his day-

to-day work in collections.  As Operations Director for Wade Trim Operations Services, 
he has 35 years of experience in wastewater, stormwater, and combined sewer overfl ow 
(CSO) basin operation and maintenance.  He has assisted various clients with capital 
improvement projects including equipment testing and pumping station evaluations.  
Prior to joining Wade Trim, Shaffer spent 28 years with the Wayne County Department 
of Public Works where he served as supervisor and manager of all pumping stations 
and CSO basins.

 

◗ NEW Construction and Maintenance 
◗ Placement of FIBER, Copper, Coax etc.
◗ Engineering and Permitting
◗ Fiber Optic Splicing & Testing
◗ Wreck-out and removal
◗ Pole Loading and Installation
◗ Over-lash and Network Growth Projects
◗ Underground Locating
◗ Inner-duct and hand-hole placement
◗ Final As-built documentation
◗ Directional Boring, Trenching & Excavation
◗ Jack and Bore Placement
◗ Cable Blowing

◗ 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

A  MICHIGAN 
Company 
investing in investing in 
Michigan and Michigan and 
Offering a complete Offering a complete 
line of services line of services 
from Outside Plant from Outside Plant 
Engineering (OSP) Engineering (OSP) 
Construction and Construction and 
maintenance.  maintenance.    

◗ NEW Construction and Maintenance AAA  M MM  MM MM M M MMMM CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAANA  MICHIGAN 

Providing “TurnKey” Complete  Solutions for 
Telecom Infrastructure Needs in the Midwest.

NEED HELP? 
 CALL 877-376-7681

David Vago, P.E.

Bill Shaffer

Continued from pg. 44
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DEWATERING & SPECIALIZED TRENCHING

Congressional Delegation to help pass 
federal legislation in the House of Rep-
resentatives to signifi cantly increase the 
2009 Waste Water State Revolving Fund 
appropriation.   We continue to work with 
them to include infrastructure money as 
part of any further federal stimulus pack-
age that may come out of Washington.  

In the past year, MITA has also helped 
to break the logjam over political bicker-
ing with regards to the MDOT budget of 
this past year, the MDOT budget for 2008-
09, as well as jumping into the fray of the 
debate over approving airport construc-
tion projects.  These approvals ultimately 
resulted in hundreds of millions of dollars 
fl owing back into the industry.  

MITA staff also continued its tradi-
tion of working to make workzones safer 
by promoting legislation that reduced 
the signage on projects where appropri-
ate, and created legislation to get fl agger’s 
statutory authority to override existing 
traffi c control devices in work zones.  

MITA will continue to be the voice of 
the heavy construction industry and will 
help to promote and protect those com-
panies involved in rebuilding Michigan’s 
foundation.  We will work diligently in 
both Lansing and Washington to make 
sure that the interests of the construction 
industry is always in the forefront of the 
minds of our elected offi cials.  

To contact Mike Nystrom, email 
him at mikenystrom@mi-ita.com 

or call 517-347-8336.  

Vice President of 
Government & Public 
Relations Comment 
Continued from pg. 20
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• Geotechnical Services
• QA/QC Testing/Inspection
• Pavement Consulting/Design
• Environmental Studies

Engineering Client Success

TESTING ENGINEERS 
& CONSULTANTS, INC.

1-800-835-2654
email: tec@tectest.com 
www.testingengineers.com
Offices in: Ann Arbor, Detroit & Troy       
A Certified WBE/DBB

Cabo San Lucas Mexico is the destination for 
the 2009 Management Conference (go to www. Mi-
taconference.com for registration information). 
Golf, golf, golf a catamaran boat trip ,great dining, 
and  beautiful settings all make this location a MITA 
favorite. Come spend a week with your friends and 
enjoy some romantic days away with your wife. Re-
ally our website says it all take a virtual tour of this 
great Hilton property. 

European Pheasant Hunts are an unadvertised 
event that many have enjoyed over the years. The 
reason they’ve been unadvertised is the fact they fi ll 
up so fast. However, if you are interested in enter-
taining clients in this manner, please call me and I 
will give you the details and fi nd a way to get you 
involved in a future hunt.

Got an idea for a function? Give me a call or 
send me an e-mail. MITA is always looking for a way 
to keep current functions fresh and training topics 
current.  Your input is greatly valued. 

in the formation of the Association of Underground Contractors and served 
as its president in 1982 and 1983.  Joe was very supportive and involved in 
the formation of Miss Dig program, which coincidently recognized Dunigan 
Bros. in 1982 for placing the two-millionth call to the Miss Dig system.  Joe 
maintained a strong and immeasurable dedication to the Catholic commu-
nity in the Jackson area, and served as a long-standing board member of W.A. 
Foote Memorial Hospital.  Dunigan Bros. remains a family-operated business 
now run by Joe’s seven sons that also employs seven of Joe’s grandsons.  

Jim Klett, president and CEO of Klett Construction, joined the family 
business in the early-70s after a two-year stint in the Army and earning a 
master’s degree in business from Western Michigan University.  Since then, 
Jim has grown and established Klett Construction as a premier and exclusive 
asphalt construction company that mines its own aggregates and operates 
three hot-mix plants in southwest Michigan.  An active voice in the construc-
tion industry, Jim has served as past president of both the Michigan Road 
Builders Association and the Asphalt Pavement Association of Michigan.  A 
longtime advocate for construction education, Jim is the current chair of the 
College of Technology’s Construction Technology and Management Advisory 
Committee at Ferris State University.  In recognition of his signifi cant fi nan-
cial contributions and his tireless dedication to construction education, Fer-
ris State University offi cially dedicated the Klett Family Materials Laboratory 
in Jim’s honor.  Most recently, Jim received an honorary doctoral degree from 
Ferris State University in 2006.   

Past MITA member, Distinguished Constructor Award recipients and 

Vice President of 
Membership Services 
Comment Continued from pg. 22

Production meeting regarding underground DVD development.  From right to left: 
Joe Ross from Communications & Research, Pat Brown, MITA director of safety and 
workforce development; Rob Coppersmith, MITA membership services director; and 
photographer.

To contact Rob Coppersmith, e-mail him at robcoppersmith@mi-ita.com
or call the MITA offi ce at 517-347-8336.

Vice President of Engineering 
Services Comment Continued from pg. 23

Continues on pg. 52
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Partner NEWSPartner NEWS

Three MITA member fi rms received Michigan Construction Quality 
Partnership Awards at the August 21 State Transportation Commission 
meeting in Farmington Hills for their work on two MDOT projects in the 
Metro Region.

A Partnering Award was presented to MITA Contractor Dan’s Excavating, 
Inc., and MITA Associate Member Alfred Benesch Company for extensive 
agency coordination in the design of the I-94/US-24 Single Point Interchange 
Project in Wayne County. (See Team 1 Photo)

In the Breaking the Mold category MITA Associate Member Wade 
Trim received an award for the innovative design used for the US-24 Bridge 
Rehabilitation project in Dearborn and Dearborn Heights. MITA Contractor 
Member Dan’s Excavating, Inc., was also honored.

The Michigan Construction Quality Partnership presents awards to 
owners, contractors and designers for demonstrated quality in design and 
construction on an annual basis.  These two  Michigan winners were submitted 
by the CQP steering committee to compete in the National Partnership for 
Highway Quality (NPHQ) 2008 national competition.

CQP is a partnership between public and private organizations that 
are committed to providing a durable, smooth, safe, aesthetically pleasing, 
environmentally sensitive, effi cient, and economical highway system 
integrated with other modes of transportation.  CQP focuses on the continuous 
improvement of Michigan’s transportation system, which is critical to 
Michigan’s economic growth.

MITA’s Vice President of Engineering Services Glenn Bukoski, P.E., is one 
of the industry co-chairs on the CQP executive steering committtee.

From left to right: Kirk Steudle, MDOT director; Bob Ranck, 
MDOT Metro Region; Jim Doescher, MITA board member, 
Dan’s Excavating, Inc.; Muthiah Kasi, MITA associate mem-
ber, Alfred Benesch & Company; and Ted Wahby, chairman, 
State Transportation Commission.

From left to right: Kirk Steudle, MDOT director; Bob Ranck, 
MDOT Metro Region; Steve Gravlin, MITA associate mem-
ber, Wade Trim; Jim Doescher, MITA board member, Dan’s 
Excavating, Inc; and Ted Wahby, chairman, State Transpor-
tation Commission.

MITA Member Firms 
Receive Construction 

Quality Partnership 
Awards
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Gary Groat has over 35 years experience in 
the planning of major transportation infrastructure 
projects throughout the United States.  As director 
of project development at Fluor, he is responsible for 
wielding public-private transportation partnership 
deals including project identifi cation, win strategy and 
teaming through design development.  

Mr. Groat is a past president of ARTBA’s planning 
and design division and a former vice president with 
Jacobs/Sverdrup and DeLeuw Cather.  Groat holds a 
master of science in urban and regional planning from 
the University of Wisconsin, a post graduate diploma in 
urban design and regional planning from the University 
of Edinburgh as well as a bachelor of architecture at the 
University of Illinois. He is also a retired colonel United 
States Army.

Gary L. Groat
Director Project Development
Fluor Enterprises, Inc.
1101 Wilson Blvd, Suite 1900
Arlington, VA 22209
Telephone (Direct) 703.351.6443
Cell 703.626.5750
Fax 703.647.4881
gary.groat@fl uor.com

By Gary Groat, Director Project Development, Fluor

Urban road congestion has plagued transportation for years and will continue to grow. 
Some have said we cannot build our way out of congestion and should just maintain existing 
assets, while others believe it is a matter of prioritizing and better managing limited capacity. 
While neither idea is the answer, they have one common problem: a lack of resources. The future 
for funding increases looks bleak.

Federal and state transportation programs, while recently highlighting congestion 
as a priority, are built on political priorities, not the need to reduce urban congestion. Since 
highway funds for new capacity are primarily distributed via formulas or geography, are 
already earmarked for special projects, or are consumed by the growing need to rehabilitate 
and rebuild the existing system, it is the rare case where the required billions can be dedicated 
to solving urban congestion problems. U.S. Secretary of Transportation Mary Peters identifi ed 
the problem in a Washington Post op ed when she said, “Our system is failing because federal 
gasoline taxes are deposited into a centralized trust fund and allocated based on political will. 
Major spending decisions often have nothing to do with underlying economics, engineering 
realities, or consumer needs.”

Public-Private Partnerships (P3), when permitted by state law, are a new tool that can 
be used to focus on congestion relief by identifying projects that are of major benefi t to the 
traveling public, create revenue sources that pay for such improvements, and provide the public 
with new travel choices. Managed lanes (High-Occupancy-Toll or HOT lanes and express lanes) 
are examples of the type of facility that could help shortcut the congestion solution gridlock. A 
P3 program, if used correctly, can mobilize the private sector to work with DOTs to fi nd new 

TARGETING CONGESTION WITH PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS
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solutions to old congestion problems and fi nd 
ways to pay for the improvements.

P3S OFFER A NEW CONGESTION 
POLICY CHOICE

Virginia Transportation Secretary Pierce 
Homer, in his keynote speech to an IBTTA 
conference in May 2007, called tolling and 
public private partnerships two of the most 
powerful tools to achieve mobility and economic 
growth in America. He called upon U.S. House 
Transportation and Infrastructure Chairman Jim 
Oberstar to reconsider his opposition to these 
two tools. “I believe that Mr. Oberstar had good 
intentions in writing a letter to the 50 governors 
opposing further use of PPPs and appreciate the 
fact that he wants to protect transportation as a 
public good,” Homer said. “However, I disagree 
with his letter on two major points. First, we need 
tolling to generate critically needed revenues for 

Continues on pg. 65
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MITA in the News
Hall of Fame inductees include:

John M. Harlan, Harlan Electric Company (2003)
Sheldon G. Hayes, Cadillac Asphalt (2006)
Sheldon W. Hayes, Cadillac Asphalt (2006)
John T. Adamo, Adamo Demolition Company (2007)
At the October 16th event MITA was also formally recognized in a plaque 

unveiling ceremony for our recent commitment to the Michigan Construction 
Hall of Fame Endowment.  Established in 2006, earnings from the endowment 
will be used to maintain the Hall of Fame indefi nitely, funding the annual induc-
tion ceremony, and providing for future expansion of the current wall display.  
MITA joins AGC of Michigan, CAM, and MAHB as industry donors to the Hall 

of Fame Endowment.     
If you are on the campus of Ferris State University we encourage you to visit 

the Michigan Construction Hall of Fame, in the Granger Center for Construction 
and HVACR, to learn more about all of the “distinguished constructors” who 
are honored there.  Off –campus visitors can view the Hall of Fame and read the 
stories of all the Distinguished Constructor Award recipients at www.ferris.edu/
MCHOF.

If you would like to nominate a candidate for consideration for a future 
Distinguished Constructor Award give me a call!

To contact Glenn Bukoski, P.E., e-mail him at 
glennbukoski@mi-ita.com or call 517-347-8336.

“Read-Only” functions – All functions currently available in the 
“Read-Only” version will be incorporated.  

Import working contract fi le – The contractor will have the ability 
to load their working contract directly from the “*.ebs” fi le.  This will 
allow for the loading of the working copy of the contract (i.e. bid docu-
ment) directly into FieldManager Contractor immediately after award.

Ability to create a subcontract – It will not generate legal verbiage 
but will create a form with subcontractor’s items and quantities.

The demonstration version of FieldManager Contractor will be pre-
sented at the 2009 MITA Annual Conference with a full release sched-
uled for the end of February 2009.

It is an exciting time to be a MITA member.  This program is the di-
rect result of your input and your desires and will be shaped and formed 
to meet your needs.  InfoTech and MITA have agreed to work together 
to ensure this program is a value to MITA members prior to releasing 
to other states.  

Make sure you attend the 2009 MITA Annual Conference and help 
shape the future.

To contact Doug Needham, e-mail him at 
douglasneedham@mi-ita.com or call 517-347-8336.

Vice President of Engineering Services Comment Continued from pg. 48

Director of Technical Services 
Comment Continued from pg. 26 MDOT News: Road Construction 

Apprentice Readiness Program 
Continued from pg. 32

work, hired RCAR graduate Ronda Poth, who is now a laborer apprentice. “What we liked 
about Ronda was that she went through the RCAR program, which shows her willingness 
to do what it takes, and in this industry work ethic is a key quality,” said Sandusky, noting 
that her training included the10-hour OSHA certifi cate as well as one for CPR. 

“Somebody going through the RCAR program tells us you’re willing to put forth the 
effort and that they know this is what they want to do. So we felt she would be a great fi t.”

Poth has been “stem to stern” for Peters, taking on tasks ranging from storm sewers 
to site work.

“Again, I think it’s a great program,” Sandusky said. “If someone is willing to complete 
it,” that proves the person is qualifi ed.

MDOT’s Hicks hopes that other contractors will make the most of the program, 
because the training is so exhaustive.

“This is truly a capable workforce that can transition right into a job in road 
construction and other related industries,” Hicks said. “Any contractor who needs to shore 
up their employee base should look no further than the RCAR program’s graduates.”

For more information about the RCAR program, contact Virginia Abdo at 517.373.4472 
or go to the MDOT web site at www.michigan.gov/mdotdbe.
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Visit the news section of www.mi-ita.com to read the entire stories.

Insurance and Bonds for the construction industry

37000 Grand River, Suite 150
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

(248) 471-0970
FAX (248) 471-0641

www.gswins.com

Insurance andd Bonds for the construction industryInsurance and Bonds for the construction industry

Griffin, Smalley & WilkersonGriffin, Smalley & Wilkerson

Terry Griffi n
Terry J. Griffi n
Tom Statly
Fred Ternes
George Provo

Steven Brandon
Charlene Brady
Lillian Durham
Bill Pirret
Mark Provo

Scott Ouellette
Tom Torzewski
John Budde
Mike Osmer
Pat Williams

10.23.08, Saginaw News, 
You’re not imagining things, Saginaw 
roads among the state’s worst

Driving through Saginaw can make for a bumpy ride, and 
according to the Okemos-based Michigan Infrastructure and 
Transportation Association, the city’s roads are the eighth-worst in 
the state…

10.23.08, Battle Creek Enquirer, 
Calhoun County has fi fth worst roads in 
Michigan

Calhoun County ranks fi fth worst in the state for road conditions, 
according to the Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation 
Association…

10.22.08, Kalamazoo Gazette, 
The state of Michigan’s roads: Pretty 
poor

We’re not No. 1, and we’re glad about that. The Michigan 
Infrastructure and Transportation Association is sounding the alarm 
about road conditions in this state…

10.22.08, WLAJ, 
Study shows Michigan has worst roads

It’s no surprise roads in our state leave a bit to be desired, but a new 
study shows some roads in Mid-Michigan are among the worst…

10.22.08, Port Huron Times Herald, 
Roads make worst list

A road construction-lobbying group has released a list naming 
the counties and municipalities that have some of the state’s worst 
roads. St. Clair County ranks 10th on the list with 506 lane miles of 
road in need of complete reconstruction, according to the Michigan 
Infrastructure and Transportation Association…

Continues on pg. 56
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“All that is necessary for evil to triumph is for all 
good men to stand by and do nothing.” 

– Sir Edmund Burke

This quote is as relevant now as it was when Burke coined it some 100 plus 
years ago. When it comes to the legislative arena your survival and ability to make a 
profi t is tied directly to your aggressiveness in fi nancing the campaigns of those who 
understand the diffi culties associated with Michigan’s heavy/highway construction 
industry. Contrary to what you may think, through the collective power of MITA 
you can affect the legislative process.

The primary focus of MITA’s legislative agenda will be long-term, adequate 
and stable funding for Michigan’s supporting infrastructure. It is essential that we 
convince our elected offi cials that public works are an investment in our future, 
improves the quality of life and provides real and meaningful job programs and 
tax stream. The “no new tax” platform and attitude of many politicians must be 
changed and this change will require a calculated not emotional approach to this 
issue. Before we get to this mode, we must have the ear of those who control state 
government. It is your PAC dollars, and yours alone, that will allow MITA to open 
the necessary doors in Lansing in our mission to convince lawmakers as to the 
importance of funding infrastructure improvements.

We need your commitment and investment in MITA-PAC today! Those of you 
who are content with “letting the other guy carry your weight” are only cheating 
yourself and short changing our industry.

Send your personal check or money order now to MITA PAC and remember 
that democracy is not a spectator sport.

What is MITA PAC?
The MITA POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE is the legislative voice of 

Michigan's heavy construction industry. MITA PAC is the most effective tool our 
industry has to support candidates who will fi ght for contractors in the Michigan 
legislature. Your fi nancial support of the MITA PAC gives all of us who care about 
the future of heavy construction and free enterprise a strong infl uence in the 
political process.

Why Do We Need a PAC and Why Should I Support It?
The infrastructure and transportation construction industry survives on public 

funding. Without your support, our level of infl uence to promote adequate public 
funding is diminished. We must also fi ght negative public policy. Our industry is 
also constantly under attack in the Michigan legislature. Not a day goes by that 
some legislators in the Michigan House and Senate aren't proposing legislation that 
would boost our workers’ compensation costs, negatively impact our labor force, 
raise taxes on personal property, increase business liability – the list goes on and 
on. Our ability to provide jobs and protect our bottom line is profoundly affected by 
the legislative and regulatory process.

If we do not prevail in the legislative and regulatory process, we will cease to 
exist in our business as we know it. We will not be able to provide jobs. We may not 
be in business!

We have full-time lobbyists fi ghting for us in Lansing and communities around 
Michigan. We have spent a great deal of time educating the men and women who 
decide our fate in Lansing. However, term limits have made this task even harder and 
there are still some lawmakers who may not have a grasp of our issues or the impact 
that their decisions have on our industry and you. But, the law allows us to band 
together under MITA PAC. Instead of lobbying elected offi cials who don't know or 

don't care about our ability to provide jobs, our PAC allows 
us the opportunity to fi nd and fund candidates who believe 
in us and our employees. The MITA PAC is now one of the top 
PACs in Michigan. But, only 20 percent of our members provide 
100 percent of the funds raised to support candidates who will fi ght for us 
– all of us. If the 80 percent of our members who don't participate gave just $200, we 
would be an even more potent force for the heavy construction industry.

Do Candidates Really Need Our Help?
Absolutely! Each State House district has 87,000 people in it. Each State Senate 

district has 250,000, and Michigan has over nine million people. Just as we need to 
advertise our services, every candidate for offi ce must be able to communicate with 
tens of thousands of voters. This takes money. Lots of it. Money for brochures, TV 
ads, radio ads, billboards and other devices. Our PAC can help the candidates we 
support get their message out and get elected. These are the elected offi cials who 
will listen to us and champion our issues.

What Can I Do?
MITA PAC needs your fi nancial support. We are asking every member to step 

up and contribute. Don't let others carry your load. 

Make Your Voice Heard. Support the MITA PAC.

“Those who choose not to be involved in democracy are 
doomed to be controlled by those who do.” 

– Abraham Lincoln

“All that is necessary for evil to triumph is for all 
d t t d b d d thi ”

don't care about our ability to provide jobs, our PAC allowss
us the opportunity to find and fund candidates who believee

MITA Political Action Committee
MITA, INC. P.O. BOX 1640, OKEMOS, MI 48805-1640 • PHONE 517-347-8336  FAX 517-347-8344

MITA PAC Contribution Form
   Yes , I will support MITA's effort to elect candidates who will fi ght  

 for contractors.

Enclosed is my personal contribution of:

 $10,000    $5,000    $2,500    $1,000    $500    $200    $________________ 
(Other)

Name____________________________________________________________

Business Name___________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________

City___________________________________     State _____     Zip______________

Phone__________________________ Fax_____________________________

Email____________________________________________________________

Make personal checks payable to:MITA PAC
P.O. Box 1640, Okemos, MI 48805-1640

Non-salaried, non-managerial, and union members are prohibited
by law from contributing to MITA PAC .

Note: PAC Contributions are not tax deductible.

If you have questions regarding the MITA PAC, please contact 
Mike Nystrom, MITA vice president of government and public 
relations at mikenystrom@mi-ita.com or call 517-347-8336.
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MEMBERS
Michigan Infrastructure & Transportation Assn.

Wisconsin Transportation Builders Assn.
MI Associated General Contractor

Michigan Asphalt Paving Assn.
National Asphalt Pavement Assn.

ENGINEERS-CONTRACTORS

IRON MOUNTAIN, MI 49801
An Equal Opportunity Employer

Highway Construction
Site Development

Private Drives
& Parking Lots

Concrete Construction
Bituminous Paving

Earth Moving
Sewer and Water Construction

MEMBERS
Michigan Infrastructure & Transportation Assn.

Wisconsin Transportation Builders Assn.
MI Associated General Contractor

Michigan Asphalt Paving Assn.
National Asphalt Pavement Assn.

ACTION TRAFFIC MAINTENANCE 
AIS CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT CORPORATION 

AJAX PAVING INDUSTRIES, INC.
ALFRED BENESCH & COMPANY 

ANDERZACK-PITZEN CONSTRUCTION 
ANLAAN CORPORATION

ARMOND CASSIL RAILROAD CONSTRUCTION, INC. 
BACCO CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

BALKEMA EXCAVATING INCORPORATED

PETER A. BASILE SONS, INC.
BLAZE CONTRACTING, INC.

BUIST ELECTRIC, INC.
BUTZEL LONG

C & G MYERS CONSTRUCTION, LLC
CENTRAL ASPHALT, INC.

CHAMPAGNE & MARX EXCAVATING, INC.
M. L. CHARTIER, INC. 

CORDES EXCAVATING, INC.
THE CORRADINO GROUP OF MICHIGAN, INC.

CORRIGAN OIL COMPANY

L. D’AGOSTINI & SONS, INC.
D & R EARTHMOVING, LLC

DAN’S EXCAVATING, INC.
DARROW BROS. EXCAVATING, INC. 

DELECKE WELDING, INC.
DI PONIO & MORELLI CONSTRUCTION CO. 

DIPONIO CONTRACTING, INC.
DUNIGAN BROS., INC.

EAGLE EXCAVATION, INC.
EBONY CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.
FISHER CONTRACTING COMPANY

FONSON, INC.
HARRY FOX, INC.

GEOPRODUCTS, INC.
GIVE ‘EM A BRAKE SAFETY 

GLEASON CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.
GRIFFIN, SMALLEY & WILKERSON, INC.

HARDMAN CONSTRUCTION, INC.
JOHN HENRY EXCAVATING, INC.

HOFFMAN BROS., INC.
HUBBELL, ROTH & CLARK, INC.

C. A. HULL, INC.
JACKSON-MERKEY CONTRACTORS, INC.

JMR CONSULTING, LLC
KALTZ EXCAVATING CO., INC.
KATTERMAN TRUCKING, INC.

KLETT CONSTRUCTION 
J. E. KLOOTE CONTRACTING, INC. 

E. C. KORNEFFEL CO.
EDW. C. LEVY CO.

LOWE CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC.
E. T. MACKENZIE CO.

MERSINO DEWATERING, INC

MICHIGAN CAT
MIDWEST BRIDGE COMPANY

MODERN INDUSTRIES, INC. (MODERN CONCRETE)
MY-CON, INC.

NAGEL CONSTRUCTION, INC.
NTH CONSULTANTS, LTD.

O’LAUGHLIN CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

PAMAR ENTERPRISES, INC.
PETERS CONSTRUCTION CO.

T. R.  PIEPRZAK COMPANY, INC.
PRO-TEC EQUIPMENT, INC.

RIC-MAN CONSTRUCTION, INC.
SIX-S, INC.

WALTER TOEBE CONSTRUCTION CO.
UPPER PENINSULA CONCRETE PIPE CO., INC.

UTILITY CONTRACTING COMPANY, INC.
VALENTI TROBEC CHANDLER, INC.

V. I. L. CONSTRUCTION, INC.
WOLVERINE TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO.

ZURICH NORTH AMERICA SURETY

2
0

0
8

 C
O

N
T
R

IB
U

T
O

R
S
 T

O
 M

IT
A

 P
A

C

MITA would like to express our appreciation to those members 
who contributed after the printing of this publication.
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An equal opportunity employer

10.21.08, WWMT, 
Some of worst roads in Michigan

Some of the worst roads in the state are right here in West 
Michigan. The Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation 
Association announced a list of the worst roads to travel…

10.21.08, WZZM, 
Which Michigan roads are worst?

The Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association 
(MITA) today unveiled a list of the state’s worst roads, naming Detroit 
as the worst municipality with a whopping 523 lane miles in poor 
condition, followed by Ann Arbor (187), Grand Rapids (178), Flint 
(148) and Lansing (136)…

10.21.08, MIRS, Wayne, 
Detroit Top Bad Roads List

Wayne County and Detroit have more miles of road in need of 
repair than any other Michigan county or city, with 1,617 and 523 
miles rated in poor condition, respectively, according to a survey 
released by the Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation 
Association (MITA)…

10.21.08, Gongwer, 
Study fi nds worst roads on the east 
side of the state

The Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association, 
which has been pushing for a new funding system to get more money 
for road maintenance, unveiled a list of what it called the worst roads 
in Michigan, with Detroit and Wayne County having the most lane 
miles, 523 and 1,617, respectively, in poor condition…

10.21.08, WLNS, 
Report shows local roads worst in 
state

Local roads are in dire need of repairs. Lansing has more miles of 
bad roads than almost any other city in the state… 

10.21.08, Detroit Free Press, 
Wayne, Oakland counties tops in bad 
roads in state

Wayne and Oakland counties lead the state in the number of 
miles of major local roads in poor condition, according to an analysis 
released Monday…

10.21.08, Lansing State Journal, 
Federal funds stretched to maintain 
city roads

Lansing has 136 distressed lane miles, the fi fth most in the 
state, in its federal aid road system, according to an analysis 
released Monday by the Michigan Infrastructure & Transportation 
Association…

10.21.08, Detroit News, 
Countywide Highways worst in state

Wayne County has the worst highways among Michigan 
counties, and Detroit has the worst among Michigan municipalities, 
according to a study released Monday by the Michigan Infrastructure 
and Transportation Association…

10.20.08, WDIV, 
Detroit Tops Michigan’s Worst Roads 
List

Detroit has the most miles of roads in poor condition, according 
to data released by the Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation 
Association…

Visit the news section of www.mi-ita.com to read the entire stories.

Continues on pg. 58
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The Retirement Planner  
October 2008 

Robert W. Baird & Co. 777 East Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202.
Member SIPC. 1-800-79-BAIRD. www.bairdonline.com ©2006

Source: IRS Notice: IR-2008-118

Retirement Plan Limitations for 2009 
The Internal Revenue Service has announced cost-of-living adjustments to contribution limits for
retirement plans for Tax Year 2009. This chart summarizes the maximum contribution limits as well 
as the thresholds for several important retirement plan parameters.

 
Plan Limits 2008 Limit 2009 Limit 

401(k), 403(b), 457(b) or SARSEP maximum
deferral [402(g)]

 $15,500  $16,500

401(k), 403(b), 457(b) or SARSEP Catch-up
contributions for Age 50+

 $5,000  $5,500

 Maximum annual compensation  $230,000  $245,000

 Defined Benefit Plan 415(b)  $185,000  $195,000

 Defined Contribution Plan 415(c)  $46,000  $49,000

Minimum salary for highly compensated 
employees

$105,000 $110,000

 Key employee officer compensation $150,000 $160,000

Max balance in an employee stock ownership
plan subject to 5-year dist. period

$935,000 $985,000

Amount used in determining the lengthening
of the 5-year distribution period

$185,000 $195,000

SEP-IRA eligibility pay threshold $500 $550

SIMPLE-IRA maximum deferral $10,500 $11,500

SIMPLE-IRA catch-up for age 50+  $2,500  $2,500

Income subject to Social Security Tax $102,000 $106,800
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Visit the news section of www.mi-ita.com to read the entire stories.

www.washtenawengineering.com
e-mail:  weco@wengco.com

CIVIL ENGINEERS – PLANNERS – SURVEYORS
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS – TRANSPORTATION ENGINEERS

3250 W. Liberty • P.O. Box 1128
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106

734-761-8800 • Fax  734-761-9530

130 W. Chicago Blvd.,
 Tecumseh, Michigan 49286

517-424-4714 • Fax 517-424-7844

10.20.08, WWJ, 
Worst Roads in Michigan

Michigan roads, the good the bad and the ugly, or maybe just the 
bad. The Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association 
released a list of the states worst roads Monday.  Number one on the 
list is Detroit with 523 lane miles of roads in poor conditions.  Ann 
Arbor, Grand Rapids, Flint and Lansing were second through fi fth on 
the list with less than 200 lane miles in poor condition.

10.20.08, WNEM, 
Saginaw, Flint roads among worst

The city of Saginaw has the eighth worst roads in all of Michigan, 
or about 110 road miles in poor condition, according to a report 
released Monday by the Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation 
Association.

10.20.08, WEYI NBC25, 
Mid Michigan roads among worst in 
state

The Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association 
(MITA) unveiled a list of the state’s worst roads, naming Detroit as the 
worst municipality with a whopping 523 lane miles in poor condition, 
followed by Ann Arbor (187), Grand Rapids (178), Flint (148) and 
Lansing (136).

10.20.08, WZZM, 
Wayne, Oakland top list of Michigan’s 
worst roads

With 1,617 miles of roads in poor shape, Wayne County leads 
Michigan’s counties in the number of miles of its major local roads in 
bad condition, according to an analysis released today.

10.20.08, Livingston, 
Michigan’s worst roads

With 1,617 miles of roads in poor shape, Wayne County leads 
Michigan’s counties in the number of miles of its major local roads in 
bad condition, according to an analysis released today.

10.20.08, LSJ, 
Lansing ranks fi fth in state for bad 
roads

Lansing ranks fi fth for having the worst roads in the state, 
which was announced today by the Michigan Infrastructure and 
Transportation Association.

10.20.08, TV20, 
Wayne, Oakland top list of Michigan’s 
worst roads

With 1,617 miles of roads in poor shape, Wayne County leads 
Michigan’s counties in the number of miles of its major local roads in 
bad condition, according to an analysis released today.

RADIO

Art Lewis Show, WSGW, Saginaw
Michigan Public Radio
WMKT AM 1270, Petoskey 
HOM TV 21, Lansing
Michael Patrick Shiels Show, WJIM, Lansing
Rob Baykian, Michigan Radio Network
Tim Skubick, Michigan Radio Network

Continues on pg. 61
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Gary M. Blanck, CPA

New members who joined after press 
time will be included in the next 

magazine.

Bergmann Associates, Inc.

Drew Mechanical

Excavating & Engineering Inc.

HardRock H.D.D., Inc.

J.L. Milling, Inc.

Lally Pipe & Tube

MH Medical & Safety Solutions

Patriot Materials and Transport, LLC

Traffi c Control Corporation

Bergmann Associates, Inc.g ,Bergmann Associates Incman

W E L C O M E  N E W  M I T A  M E M B E R S
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An ARTBA report tracked 37 ballot initiatives on the Nov. 4 ballot and 
found that the public strongly supported transportation infrastructure 
improvements for the third straight election.

Most voters who were asked whether they would support increasing 
their tax burden to fund transportation investment overwhelmingly said 
yes.  In total, the measures would generate more than $71 billion in new 
revenue for transportation infrastructure work, according to ARTBA’s 
post-election report.

ARTBA tracked 37 state and local transportation funding-related 
ballot initiatives in 17 states.  Of the 37 measures, 32 – or 86 percent – 
asked voters to initiate, extend or increase taxes, or approve bonds to fund 
transportation improvements. Twenty-fi ve – 78 percent of the bond and 
tax measures – were approved with an average vote of 63 percent.

The measures included fi ve statewide initiatives.  Among them: 
voters in California approved a bond issue of up to $9.9 billion to partially 
fi nance an 800-mile high speed train between San Francisco and Southern 
California.  Alaska authorized the state government to issue bonds for up 
to $315 million for transportation, and voters in Rhode Island approved 

$87.2 million in transportation bonds to match available federal funds for 
highway, road and bridge improvements.

Local measures included 12 initiatives to extend or renew an existing 
sales tax for transportation purposes (10 were approved), fi ve bond 
authorizations (all were approved), two new taxes for transportation (one 
was approved) and 10 increases in existing sales or property taxes (fi ve 
were approved).

The 2008 transportation ballot initiative results demonstrate continued 
strong public support for transportation investment for the third straight 
election.  There were 30 state and local ballot initiatives in 2006.  Of the 
27 asking voters to increase revenue for transportation infrastructure, 
77 percent, valued at over $40 billion, were approved.  In 2004, voters 
supported $28 billion for transportation investment through 55 ballot 
initiatives.  Thirty-six initiatives – representing 78 percent of the bond and 
tax measures – were approved.

The ARTBA report on the 2008 elections can be found online at www.
artba.org/ballot.

Voters Approve $71 Billion for Transportation Funding

The American Road and Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA) 
was founded in 1902 and is the only national association that 
exclusively represents the collective interests of all sectors of the U.S. 
transportation design and construction industry.

ders Association (ARTBA)

Our Primary Client Goals:
Protect Your Assets • Control Your Costs • Provide Exceptional Service

ISO 9001:2000
Certified Co.

OAKLAND COMPANIES
INTEGRITY • COMMITMENT • SECURITY

Ph (248) 647-2500  •  Fax (248) 647-4689

INSURANCE BONDING

888 West Big Beaver, Suite 1200, Troy Michigan 48084
www.oaklandcompanies.net
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Visit the news section of www.mi-ita.com to read the entire stories.

WILX TV Lansing: 
Road Budget Not Settled
Thursday, September 18, 2008

State lawmakers have reached a stalemate over the transportation 
budget and that could cripple Michigan’s economy. The holdup? 
A battle over a proposal for a new international bridge crossing in 
Detroit. One side wants the project to be privately owned, the other 
wants a publicly owned crossing. Without a quick compromise, 
taxpayers will lose out.

“We’ll have to shut down everything on October 1st,” said MDOT 
Spokesman Bill Shreck.

A shutdown eerily familiar to last year, with dire consequences 
once again says Shreck. He says thousands could be out of work.

“Over 2,000 in the contruction fi eld would be out while we don’t 
have a budget. About 2,750 of our employees will be off until we have 
a budget.”

Nearly 5,000 paychecks out of the economy, not to mention the 
federal funding lost for road projects.

“For every dollar we lose, that’s $4 we could have matched and 
brought into the state.”

A shutdown could cost more than $600,000, with millions lost 
in federal matching. It could also push back crucial projects to next 
construction season.

“If we shut down right before our peak push, it could be a real 
problem,” said Mike Nystrom of the Michigan Infrastructure and 
Transportation Association...

Detroit News: 
Bridge plans may stop roadwork
Wednesday, September 17, 2008

As construction crews hustle to fi nish their work before winter 
sets in, an impasse over a proposed second Detroit-Windsor bridge 
threatens to halt 136 Michigan road projects in two weeks.

A conference committee of lawmakers from both parties and 
both houses deadlocked Tuesday on whether the state should build 
the span or let the owner of the Ambassador Bridge build it.

That stalled approval of the entire Michigan Department of 
Transportation budget, which is to take effect Oct. 1.

Continues on pg. 62
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“Apparently, partisanship and bickering have replaced creating 
jobs as the top priority for some state politicians,” said Mike Nystrom, 
vice president of the Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation 
Association. The association is the largest trade group representing 
heavy contactors, including road builders.

Nystrom said the state would have to lay off 2,750 of its own 
workers, in addition to workers who will be furloughed from 
construction companies. And the road improvement delays will 
be “one more blow to Michigan’s already-crumbling transportation 
system...”

Lansing State Journal: 
Legislators can’t shirk duty on road $$
Wednesday, September 17, 2008

State lawmakers know Michigan faces a crisis in repairing its 
roads and bridges. The gap between the money available and the 
money needed is measured in the billions. And it’s only growing 
worse.

Lawmakers also know that they have it in their power to raise 
more money for roads and bridges via an increase in state fuel taxes.

They simply haven’t done so. The fact it’s an election year may 
have something to do with that choice.

So, what are voters to make of a package of bills fi led at the 
Capitol over the summer to let county governments levy their own 
fuel taxes?

Not much.
The legislation, as described by Crain’s Detroit Business, would 

allow counties to levy:
• A 3-cent per gallon gas tax.
• A 1 percent sales tax.
• A real-estate transfer tax.
• Taxes on vehicle registration and driver’s licenses.
All such levies would require the approval of a county’s voters.
One thing that jumps out about this “solution” is the fact that 

these county levies would come on top of state ones. The state 
already imposes such taxes for its own purposes, including road 
construction.

So why does Michigan need another layer of taxation here? 
Presumably if a county engaged in a new tax, it would impose new 
work on the local bureaucracy to oversee it.

Also, a county-by-county tax system will simply encourage 
people to evade taxes by driving over a county line to fi nd “cheaper” 
gasoline...

MITA in the NewsMITA in the News Continued from pg. 61

Visit the news section of www.mi-ita.com to read the entire stories.
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WLNS TV 6 Lansing: 
Funding for road construction drying up
Monday, September 08, 2008

When you pick up the pump at the gas station, you’re not only 
fi lling up your car, but you’re pumping money into a federal fund 
that pays for better roads. Now drivers are buying less gas and the 
government says it’s 8-billion dollars short. Time to come up with a 
way to fund local road projects is running out. For the eighth month 
in a row, the Michigan Department of Transportation says fewer 
drivers are hitting the roads, which could soon lead construction 
projects on a one-way road to a dead end.

Michael Nystrom, Michigan Infrastructure & 
Transportation Assoc.: “It could be devastating in the 
next couple of years.”

The tax you pay on gas fuels the federal fund that 
pays for road projects across the state.

Michael Nystrom: “Oftentimes it seems as though 
things need to get to crisis mode before our elected 
offi cials actually determine that it’s time to react to 
that; unfortunately we believe that that’s the case in 
this situation...”

Gongwer News Service: 
Transportation Interests 
Support D.R.I.C., Urge Quick 
Resolution on Budget
Monday, September 08, 2008

Unless a 2008-09 budget is resolved soon, Michigan 
may be forced to cancel road construction projects and 
lay off thousands of workers, legislators were warned in 
a letter sent them by the Michigan Infrastructure and 
Transportation Association.

And the group also said it was supporting the 
planning process for a new Detroit River International 
Crossing and urged lawmakers to add money in the 
budget for that process.

On Friday, the Senate ad hoc committee on DRIC 
is expected to fi nalize its recommendations.   Reaching 
an agreement on DRIC has been the major stumbling 
block to winning a fi nal conclusion on the budget.

In the letter, Mike Nystrom said the process just for 
shutting projects down would zap millions of dollars 
from transportation funding.   In addition, the continued 
deterioration of state roads will cost Michigan jobs, he 

said.   “We ask for your immediate assistance in ending the current 
budget stalemate and also in fi nding a solution to the desperate state 
of our long-term transportation needs,” he said…

Visit the news section of www.mi-ita.com to read the entire stories.
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On September 26, the Nickless family on Eifert 

Road in Holt were told by the “Extreme Makeover: 

Home Edition” crew that their 1860’s farmhouse 

would  be remodeled in seven days.  After husband 

Tim Nickless passed away, Arlene and her three 

sons were left to fend for themselves in the 

dilapidated home.

Tim Nickless was a respected nurse devoted 

to his patients, and also a gifted craftsman, mentor 

and environmentalist.  As president of the Lansing 

Area Flying Aces model airplane club, and a 

member of the Arbor Day Society, Tim had a lust 

for life and a love for all things living.  However, 

after a painful seven-year battle with Hepatitis C, 

Tim died on January 19, 2008. Had he survived, 

he would have turned his crumbling house into a 

dream home.

While the Nickless family dream home was 

being built, the family was sent on a vacation to 

Disney World until it was time to “move the bus” 

and show them their new home.  For more details 

visit www.abcmedianet.com.

E.T. MacKenzie Company
Extreme Makeover Background
Continued from pg. 39
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And the tools we use? Tax 
consulting and audits. Strategic
planning. Operations reviews.
Mergers and acquisitions.
Succession planning.
Technology strategies. And 
many others. 
Tom Doyle 248.223.3402
plantemoran.com

WE’RE 
BUILDERS, 
TOO. 
OF PROFITS.

CPAs / Business Advisors

THRIVE.

transportation. Second, we need tolling to help us manage congestion. 
There seems to be no recognition by Mr. Oberstar of the need for congestion 
management, and we will engage him in a debate on this issue. There 
is an enormous amount of naiveté in this country about public private 
partnerships. To do something well, you have to invest resources. Public 
private partnerships help us to do that,” stated Homer.

The introduction of public private partnerships has been a major force 
to help Virginia deliver more projects on budget, in a shorter timeframe, 
and with results that please the customer – those who drive on Virginia’s 
roads. Secretary Homer emphasized, “The intermingling of politics and 
administration has made it diffi cult to get things done. The solution is to 
get politics out of the process of executing transportation plans and let 
those who wear boots make the decisions.” The public can benefi t in two 
ways from public-private partnerships for congestion relief. First, there are 
direct public benefi ts from a specifi c project and second there are public 
policy benefi ts resulting from the availability of P3 programs that facilitate 
and encourage such projects.

DIRECT PUBLIC BENEFITS OF P3 PROJECTS
Two examples of P3 congestion relief success are the Capital Beltway 

(I 495) and I 95/395 HOT Lanes in the heavily congested Northern Virginia 
portion of the Washington DC region. The Beltway HOT lanes are currently 
under construction and the I 95/395 HOT lanes are in development. Both 
projects resulted from a P3 partnership between the Virginia Department 
of Transportation and Fluor-Transurban.

The Beltway project will add four new HOT lanes, two in each direction, 
along 14 miles of I 495 circling Washington, DC, one of the most congested 
roads in Virginia. The I 95/395 HOT/Bus/HOV reversible lanes add a third 
lane to the existing 28 mile HOV lanes and extend them 28 more miles 
south creating a 56 mile system. New entry and exit points will be added, 
including an estimated $390 million contribution to fund new buses, bus 
routes, and other improvements to public transportation in the corridor. 
Traffi c will be managed by the use of value-priced tolls or what some have 
called congestion pricing. Drivers will be able to choose to pay a toll to use 
the HOT lanes or ride for free if part of a carpool. These two projects will 
have a combined construction cost in excess of $2 billion. More details on 
the current status of both projects can be found in the Virginia HOT Lanes 
insert or on our website at www.virginiahotlanes.com. The direct public 
benefi ts of these projects are:

■  All motorists will benefi t from reduced congestion even if they 
do not use the HOT lanes themselves since the traffi c diverted 
from the regular lanes allowing them to fl ow more freely. The 
HOT lanes will be actively managed to make certain of reliable 
travel time and attract traffi c that normally takes short cuts 
through local neighborhood streets and arterials. HOT users will 
have something they lack today in road travel, a choice between 
premium service or regular lanes.

■  Carpoolers and sluggers will benefi t from free access to the new 
reliable travel time lanes and encourage greater carpooling. For 
those not familiar with the term sluggers, it is something unique 

TARGETING CONGESTION WITH 
PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS Continued from pg. 51

Continues on pg. 66
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Did You Know?
MITA is in the process of developing a 

Future Leaders Development Program. It is 

being initiated for the purpose of educating 

individuals who are in line for upper management 

positions within the heavy construction 

industry. Curriculum is being designed to 

offer participants an opportunity to grow and 

develop skill sets that will provide participants 

with the ability to be well-versed advocates for 

the construction industry and a strong leader 

within their own companies. 

If you would like to infl uence the curriculum 

or learn more about this emerging program 

please attend the Annual Conference at 

Soaring Eagle Casino January 21 through 23, 

2009, a session will be held for this purpose 

on Thursday morning. 

to the Washington DC region. Sluggers are folks who offer to join others in 
their car in order to meet the posted carpool minimum allowing it to enter 
restricted HOV lanes.

■  For public transportation users, HOT lanes will make it possible for bus 
services to operate reliably on both interstates, on the Beltway for the fi rst 
time, and provide free fl owing access to major employment centers such as 
Tysons Corner, downtown Washington, DC, and other activity centers.

■  The community will benefi t from improved mobility. Mobility can be 
sustained into the future by use of value-priced tolling while supporting the 
region’s continued economic prosperity. In addition, the system makes certain 
commuters can arrive on time, provides for reliable just in time delivery 
of goods, and assures greater mobility to emergency vehicles and police in 
assisting the public. As taxpayers, the community will further benefi t by 
receiving ownership of major transportation assets valued at more than $2 
billion in a timely manner and that is primarily paid for by private tolls and 
corporate investments with little or no burden on the taxpayer.

VIRGINIA HOT LANES
I 495 BELTWAY HOT LANES

■ Key agreements in place
 ➤ Comprehensive agreement
 ➤ $1.3 billion design-build contract

TARGETING CONGESTION WITH 
PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS Continued from pg.65
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 ➤ Operating and support services agreement
■ Primary fi nancing agreements in place
■ Notice-to-proceed issued December 20, 2007
■ VDOT, Fluor, and Transurban provided equity to fund 

construction
■ Private activity bonds sold in June 2008 – fi rst use of PABs
■ TIFIA loan executed

I 95/395 HOT LANES
■ Multi-modal service for entire corridor
 ➤ Toll payers
 ➤ Carpools (HOV 3+)
 ➤ Bus transit
■ Interim comprehensive agreement in place
■ Environmental studies proceeding
■ Ongoing bus transit coordination
The Beltway HOT lanes have been modeled after another P3 

congestion relief success story, California’s SR 91 HOT Lanes, the 
oldest in the country. In operation for more than 10 years, fi rst as a 
private concession operation then subsequently sold to Orange County 
Transportation Authority, SR 91 is a highly successful project which 
provides reliable and attractive travel service as well as a new source of 

revenue for Orange County. The public benefi ts demonstrated by SR 91 
are numerous. In spite of the fact that tolls, which vary with the time of 
day, have been increased upwards almost yearly, the road still enjoys loyal 
ridership and performs its mobility function better than any other type 
road in America. The two SR 91 HOT lanes, representing one-third of the 
road surface compared with the four regular lanes, carries fi fty percent 
of the PM peak traffi c. This represents the most effi cient use of limited 
road capacity to date, not to mention the proven air quality benefi ts that 
accompany such effi cient operation.

PUBLIC POLICY BENEFITS
In order to benefi t from the advantages of public-private partnerships 

in helping to solve urban congestion challenges, it is necessary for a state 
to have passed the required legislation to allow the private sector to 
meaningfully participate in the process. More than a dozen states now 
allow P3 projects both as solicited and unsolicited proposals. The two 
previous Virginia examples were both submitted as unsolicited proposals 
to the Virginia Department of Transportation under the Virginia Public 
Private Partnership in Transportation Act of 1995, one of the most 
successful P3 programs in the country.

Here is what the private sector can bring to a P3 partnership: new 
ideas, new money, public support, and lower costs for congestion 

Continues on pg. 71
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IMLAY CITY, MI 48444 • PHONE: 810-724-8200

Pavement Recycling: In-Place

Asphalt Pulverizing

Base Stabilizing

 • Asphalt

 • Cement

 • Lime 

Gary VanHevel
President

Locating underground utilities can take you off 
main-street and into the woods, “Another 
adventure!”

MITA MEMBER PROJECT PROFILE    Continued from pg. 43

Bill Winter is getting ready to attach the heavy-duty in-
nerduct to the end of the boring head.  The boring rig 
will then pull it back through the hole with locating wire 
attached.  Fiber optic is installed in innerduct and heat 
spliced in hand-holes where necessary.

TURNKEY NETWORK SOLUTIONS

Executive Offi ces and 
Operations Headquarters
 2-84th St.
 Byron Center, Mich.  49315
 Phone: 877-376-7681
 Fax: 616-455-9845 
 On the web: www.tkns.net

Contacts: 
 Jeff Thon
 Director of Business Development
 jthon@tkns.net
 616-988-3346

 Thom Kohl
 Sales
 tkohl@tkns.net
 616-988-6707

 Tom Glass
 Director, OSP Engineering
 tglass@tkns.net
 616-455-9843

 Mike Thomas
 Director, Central Offi ce Services
 mthomas@tkns.net
 616-988-5300

Detroit Offi ce:
 29233 Haas Rd.
 Unit A
 Wixom, Mich.  48393
 Phone: 877-376-7681
 Fax: 616-455-9845

 Indianapolis Offi ce:
 2647 Tobey Dr.
 Indianapolis, Ind.  46219
 Phone: 317-777-7500
 Fax: 317-777-7491

Chicago Offi ce:
 11870 Route 47
 Huntley, IL  60142
 Phone: 847-515-7986
 Fax: 847-515-8014

Wisconsin Offi ce:
 16125 W. Ryerson Road
 New Berlin, WI  53151
 Phone: 262-784-0344

F A L L  |  2 0 0 8MITA    cross-section68



M
IC

H
IG

A
N

 L
A

B
O

R
ERS’ TRAINING &

 A
P
P
R

E
N

T
IC

E
S

H
IP

INSTITUTE
Michigan Laborers’ Training and Apprenticeship Inst i tute provides 
training to apprentices and journey persons al ike. Our instructors have a 
wide range of f ield expert ise to provide our members with top-notch 
training using cutt ing edge technology. Our state-of-the-art training faci l i -
t ies located in the cit ies of Wayne, Perry and Iron Mountain accommodate 
on average 2,500 members annual ly. Courses range from 2 hours to 120 
hours in length and include environmental training, construct ion training, 
l i fe ski l ls courses as well  as on-l ine courses.

Graduates reaching Journey worker status can be granted col lege credits 
at vir tual ly al l  of Michigan’s community col leges.

MLTAI and the Construct ion Craft Laborers apprenticeship program 
produce Laborers ski l led in their f ield, dedicated and trained. When Grant 
was asked what i t  takes to be a successful Laborer he said, “You have to 
show up every day in the r ight state of mind, with a proper att i tude and be 
dependable, punctual and trustworthy. You have to bring your “A” game 
every day”.

Union wages and benefi ts are among the best in the nation. I f  great 
money and benefi ts are of interest to you, contact a Laborers Local Union 
in your area or contact Michigan Laborers Training and Apprenticeship 
Inst i tute.

Charlick stated, 
“Having passed a college calculus 
class I expected that there was very 
little MLTAI could teach me about 
math, but with their unique approach 
to teaching I learned how the mathematic 
principles I learned in college apply in 
the real world. College didn’t teach me 
that. Also, the wide variety of subjects
taught at MLTAI as well as the variety 
of experience I’ve gained as a result of 
working for a general contractor has 
prepared me to take advantage of 
advancement opportunities that could
come my way in the future.

Grant Charlick, an apprentice 
program graduate out of Laborers 
Local 1076 and an employee of
Skanska, USA, considers MLTAI
and the Construction Craft Laborer
apprenticeship program an important
part of his professional growth.
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Construction Law Specialists
• LITIGATION

• ARBITRATION

• CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION

• EMPLOYMENT AND LABOR

• CORPORATE TRANSACTIONS

• REPRESENTING

- General Contractors

- Developers

WWW.KOTZSANGSTER.COM

- Subcontractors

- Owners and management companies

Solving corporate and litigation problems for the construction industry

Kotz, Sangster,Wysocki and Berg, P.C.

Detroit
400 Renaissance Center Suite 3400

Detroit, Michigan 48243-1618
Telephone: (313) 259-8300
Facsimile: (313) 259-1451

Buchanan
400 East Front Street, Suite G
Buchanan, Michigan 49107
Telephone: (269) 697-4863
Facsimile: (269) 697-4867

Birmingham
300 Park, Suite 265

Birmingham, Michigan 48009-3413
Telephone: (248) 646-1050
Facsimile: (248) 646-1054

MITA MITA 20092009 Calendar Calendar
For details on any event, contact Danielle Coppersmith, events coordinator, daniellecoppersmith@mi-ita.com or visit For details on any event, contact Danielle Coppersmith, events coordinator, daniellecoppersmith@mi-ita.com or visit 
the events section of www.mi-ita.com.the events section of www.mi-ita.com.

January 8-11, 2009
MITA Ski Weekend
Boyne Highlands

January 21-23, 2009
MITA Annual Conference
Soaring Eagle Casino and Resort, Mt. 
Pleasant

January 30, 2009
MITA Super Conference
Crowne Plaza, Grand Rapids

February 10, 2009
Board Meeting
Detroit Science Center or MITA Offi ce
1:00 p.m.

February 20, 2009
MITA Super Conference
Sterling Inn, Sterling Heights

February 26, 2009
MITA Super Conference
Holiday Inn South, Lansing

March 4, 2009
Industry Night
Noto’s, Grand Rapids

March 7-14, 2009
MITA Management 
Conference
Hilton Los Cabos, Los Cabos, Mexico

March 18, 2009
Industry Night
The University Club, Lansing

March 25, 2009
Industry Night
The Italian American Center, Livonia

April 14, 2009
Board Meeting
MITA Offi ce
1:00 p.m.
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Troy, MI: 248.680.0400

Brighton, MI: 810.224.4330

Chicago, IL: 847.353.8740

www.g2consultinggroup.com

YABBA
DABBA DO
From topsoil to bedrock and every layer in between, the geotechnical,

environmental and construction engineering experts at G2 can’t wait to

unearth your site’s possibilities.

GEOTECHNICAL

ENVIRONMENTAL

CONSTRUCTION
ENGINEERING

UNEARTHING POSSIBILITIES

solutions. While every project is unique, past experience suggests there 
are common elements to all successful P3 projects. (See “What Makes a 
Good P3 Deal” box). The public policy benefi ts of each of these elements 
include:

■ New Ideas – P3 programs help mobilize the private sector to fi nd 
new and innovative solutions to urban congestion and other 
transportation challenges by working in partnership with state 
DOTs or other major transportation agencies. The two Virginia 
HOT lane examples were not part of any state transportation 
plan or initiative yet have provided a realistic and potentially 
sustainable multi-modal congestion relief solution for Northern 
Virginia. This idea has spread across state lines to Maryland and 
the District of Columbia where the local MPO is considering a 
managed lane network for the entire region.

■ New Money – Properly managed P3 programs will encourage the 
private sector to fi nd innovative ways to fi nance congestion relief 
projects with money that supplements and leverages traditional 
dwindling Federal and state resources. The two Virginia HOT 
lane examples represent more than $2 billion in new congestion 
relief construction that would not have been possible relying on 
traditional highway funding sources.

■ Build Public Support – The National Environmental Policy Act, 
known as NEPA, restricts a DOT’s ability to promote new road 
development during the study phases 
since they are not legally permitted to 
advocate a build versus no build alternative 
prior to completing the location and 
environmental study phase of a project. 
All too often excellent highway plans 
are killed by highly organized citizen or 
special interest group’s opposition during 
that planning phase. The private sector 
is not limited by NEPA and can become 
a forceful advocate for one or more 
build options during the planning phase 
and help counter the narrowly focused 
opposition groups. This is a unique aspect 
of the P3 approach.

■ Lower Costs – Although the American 
P3 experience is limited, extensive 
United Kingdom PFIs have documented 
signifi cant savings by reducing cost 
overruns and completion delays resulting 
from P3 procurement over traditional 
procurement.

Whether for the direct project benefi ts or 
indirect public policy benefi ts, the creative use of 
P3 programs as a new tool in the fi ght to control 
growing urban congestion can be a major benefi t 
to the public.

WHAT MAKES A GOOD P3 DEAL?
■ Working with a reliable public partner who understands 

all obligations
 ➤ Political will is strongly present
 ➤ DOT has authority to negotiate without further  

  legislative  approval
 ➤ Have adequate public funds to facilitate the deal  

  when necessary
 ➤ Enabling P3 legislation does not have a sunset   

  provision
■ Addresses a real need by providing signifi cant user benefi t 

at the lowest cost
■ Enhances mobility of the entire network
■ Increases accountability through shared risk, cost control, 

and asset management
■ Delivers better customer service and user value
■ Has a clear path forward but retains fl exibility for 

changing conditions
■ Helps government be more effi cient and signifi cantly 

reduces need for public funds

TARGETING CONGESTION WITH PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS Continued from pg. 67
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Efficiency  Production, Inc.Efficiency  Production, Inc.

   Steel Trench Boxes       

America's Trench Box Builder TM

Call us for Factory Direct 
Sales & Rentals!

8 0 0 - 5 52 - 8 8 0 0
www.efficiencytrenchbox.com

   Slide Rail System       

Manhole Shields Stone Mizer®

Build-A-BoxTMPorta TankTM

www.efficiencytrenchbox.com

America's Trench Box Builder TM

Special "Back the PAC" Offer
To support MITA's Political Action Committee and to 
signify our 37 years of innovation, service and lead-
ership in the Trench Shielding Industry, Efficiency 
Production is presenting this special offer:

 For every rental or purchase of Efficiency 
trench shielding products in 2008, Efficiency 
will make a $100 contribution on your behalf 
to MITA's Political Action Committee to 
advance the legislative funding initiatives that 
benefit Michigan's Underground Contractors 

and Road Builders.

 Just tear out this ad and mail it, fax it, or

 mention it with your order.

 Contact Mike Ross, 517-525-1265, for more 
information.
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LABOR BULLETINS
8/12/2008   .....2008 Wage Rates for Underground Construction
5/28/2008  ...2008-2013 Contract with Operating Engineers has 

been Ratifi ed - for Road Construction
5/14/2008  ..Road Agreement Reached with Operating Engineers

LEGISLATIVE BULLETINS
11/14/2008   ....................  Legislative Update: MITA Announces 

New Lame Duck Plan; Bills Pending on Federal Stimulus, Local 
Option, Contractor Statute of Limitations and Others

11/11/2008  .......Transportation Rescue Plan Press Conferences 
Held: Legislative Action on the Horizon

11/6/2008  ......... ARTBA Provides National Post-Election Update
11/5/2008  .............................................MITA Election Update: 

Democrat Tsunami Hits Michigan
10/30/2008  .......................Washington, D.C.- Transportation & 

Infrastructure Committee Held First Hearing
10/23/2008  ...................MITA Invites Members to Attend State 

Funding Meeting
10/22/2008  ...............Legislative Update: Federal Infrastructure 

Stimulus and New Road Funding Tax Considered
10/21/2008  ..........................Offi cial Statewide Ballot Language 

for Voting on Nov. 4
10/21/2008  ........MITA Announces Latest Underground Projects
10/7/2008  .....................MITA Invites Members to Attend State 

Funding Meeting
9/26/2008  .....................MITA Invites Members to Attend State 

Funding Meeting
9/26/2008  ................... Transportation Budget Stalemate Ended
9/19/2008  .................... MITA Readies $1 Billion Transportation 

Plan for Lame Duck

9/11/2008  ........................... U.S. Senate Votes to Save Federal 
Highway Trust Fund

9/11/2008  .......Traffi c Zone Safety Bills Pass Senate Committee
9/8/2008  ........................ Feds Announce Delays to Highway Aid 

as Revenues Plummet
9/2/2008  ....................MITA Invites Members to Attend Sept. 8 

State Funding eting
MEMBERSHIP BULLETINS
11/14/2008   ................. Nominations Open for MITA’s Honorary 

Member Award
11/6/2008  ...........Transportation Funding Task Force to Release 

Report: MITA Members Invited to Press Conference
10/24/2008  ........ 2009 Annual Conference Exhibit Opportunities
10/24/2008  ...Bring Your Family to the 2009 MITA Ski Weekend
10/23/2008  ................................... 2008 MITA Holiday Parties
10/22/2008  ....................................... Stolen Equipment Notice
10/21/2008  Dunigan and Klett Inducted Into Construction Hall of 

Fame
10/13/2008  ...................... Member Voice: Are you diversifying?
10/13/2008  ................................. In Memoriam of Bob Rybinski
9/25/2008  ............ In Memoriam of Joseph Edward Dunigan, Sr.
9/25/2008  .......... Steve Mancini of Ric-Man Construction Injured
9/19/2008  .2009 Annual Conference & Super Conference Exhibit 

and Sponsorship Information
9/19/2008  ...SAVE THE DATE for the 1st Annual Michigan Utility 

Coordination Conference
9/9/2008  ...................................Inaugural Michigan P3 Summit

ENGINEERING BULLETINS
11/14/2008   .......................  2009 Letting Schedule Announced
11/14/2008  ........................................FUSP/NB/CA/OA Update

11/3/2008  ...............MDOT Improves Warranty Bond Provisions
10/22/2008  ...................................................FUSP/IM Update
10/10/2008  ............. MDOT 2009 Highway Program Announced
10/2/2008  ..........................................................FUSP Update
9/29/2008  ...........CANCELED - MDOT Metro Region DBE/Prime 

Contractor Meeting
9/17/2008  .... MDOT Metro Region Hosts DBE/Prime Contractor 

Meeting
9/12/2008  ......................... Fraudulent USDOT Faxes Resurface
8/27/2008  Weekend Movement of Oversize Vehicles and Objects 

in Michigan
SAFETY BULLETINS
11/18/2008   ......................................  “HIGH-VIZ” FOR SAFETY
10/24/2008  .................................................Safety Committee
10/3/2008  ..................... MITA Product Alert: Safety Handbooks
9/18/2008  ............................................ Injury/Illness Reporting
9/18/2008  ...................................................... Appeals Update
9/12/2008  ....................................Tool Box Talks Now Available
9/9/2008  .........................................................Safety Advisory
9/2/2008  ..............................................................Safety Alert
8/11/2008  ...............................................................Variances
8/7/2008  ..................................Appeals Update - August 2008
7/29/2008  ....................................Tool Box Talks Now Available
7/15/2008  ............................... Looking For Trained Workforce?
7/10/2008  ............................................ Underground Checklist
7/9/2008  ...................................... Updated SM&P Contact List
7/9/2008  ................................... Appeals Update - Summer ‘08
6/23/2008  ........................................................Electricity Kills
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The best place to start is by calling (800) 782-0712.

Partners working together to produce more than the sum of their individual efforts.  
Patzer Buck Nystrom Buxton Coppersmith Bukoski

SYNERGY



It’s Education and Training
that distinguishes us

from all the rest.
Local 324 Operating

Engineers spend more than
$4 million on training

annually to assure you get
the best. Be sure the

contractor you hire for your
next project shares

our values of
Education and Training.

LOCAL 324 MISSION STATEMENT
To anticipate for, and capitalize on the ever-changing economic, social, political

and legal challenges facing our union; to provide an unmatched level of services
to members through a dedicated, loyal team of professionals.

LOCAL 324’S VALUE PROPOSITION
Members will provide a fair day’s work, bringing unsurpassed Unity, Pride and

Productivity to the job-site while performing safely.

Hire Qualified
Operators!

John M. Hamilton
Business Manager &

General Vice President

Lee Graham
Training Director

Excavation Class at the
Local 324 Training Center

Local 324
Operating Engineers

37450 Schoolcraft Rd., Suite 110
Livonia, MI 48150

734.462.3660
www.iuoe324.org

Journeyman & Apprentice
Training Fund, Inc.

275 East Highland Road
Howell, MI 48843

517.546.9610
www.oe324jatf.org




