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Introducing Orion 5000-EL Engine and Fuel Lubricant

www.orion5000.com
© 2010 Orion Industrial, LLC

More Uptime. 
More ProfitS.

The Missing Ingredient in Your
Diesel Fuel Tank: Lubrication

This past June, your diesel fuel lost 97% of its natural 
lubricating properties and your engines felt the difference. 

In June 2010, new ultra low sulfur diesel (ULSD) fuel 
regulations were implemented for ALL off-highway and 
non-road diesel powered equipment. 

ULSD fuels lack natural lubrication (lubricity) and 
solvency (detergency). Instead of 500 ppm sulfur in the 
fuel there will be 15 ppm. That’s harsh. 

That means there will be more metal scarring and 
excessive engine wear which means the increased 
potential for downtime has just gone up. And downtime 
costs you money.

Orion 5000-EL Engine and Fuel Lubricant 
Increases Uptime and Profitability

Orion 5000-EL is a synthetic engine and fuel lubricant 
that protects your engine from metal on metal friction. 

The synthetic lubricant quickly coats and penetrates 
the surface of your engine and its moving parts with a 
boundary layer of high-weight ester molecules that help 
moving parts slide past each other with less friction.

Take a No Risk Trial
Learn how other non-road operators have increased 
uptime and profitability with greater fuel efficiency and 
extended maintenance intervals using Orion 5000-EL.

sales@orion5000.com888-785-8450



Imagine this: nearly 1,700 on-site and online bidders from dozens of countries competing for your equipment. 
Most of them are end-users looking to buy equipment they can put straight to work. More than half take the time 
to come to our auction site in Columbus and bid in person – and they don’t want to go home empty-handed.

Reach buyers, not browsers: sell your equipment at a Ritchie Bros. auction. Call us today to make it happen. 

REACH BUYERS, 
NOT BROWSERS

Columbus, OH  937.568.9500  |  rbauction.com
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Watch your mail for more information on this exciting event.

At James Burg Trucking

Company, our lightweight

equipment can scale over

115,000 pounds. Which means

you could save time and money by reducing the number

of trips it takes for us to haul

your job. We’ve been serving

the construction industry with

Michigan flatbeds for over 

14 years moving concrete products, brick, bagged cement,

steel sheathing, and trench boxes efficiently throughout

Michigan, northern Ohio,

northern Indiana,and Ontario.

In fact, our on-time delivery

ratio exceeds 99%. So whether

you need one truck for one load or twenty trucks for two

weeks,call us. Because when it comes to superior customer

service and on-time delivery, we’re the heavyweights.

We’re the 
lightweights in
our industry. 

And proud of it.

On time. Time and again.

Steve Burg, Dispatch 800.841.1289 James Burg, President 586.751.9000 Fax 586.751.1367 www.jbtc.net  Active Associate Member of the MITA.
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Michigan Laborers’ Training and Apprenticeship Inst i tute provides 
training to apprentices and journey persons al ike. Our instructors have a 
wide range of f ield expert ise to provide our members with top-notch 
training using cutt ing edge technology. Our state-of-the-art training faci l i -
t ies located in the cit ies of Wayne, Perry and Iron Mountain accommodate 
on average 2,500 members annual ly. Courses range from 2 hours to 120 
hours in length and include environmental training, construct ion training, 
l i fe ski l ls courses as well  as on-l ine courses.

Graduates reaching Journey worker status can be granted col lege credits 
at vir tual ly al l  of Michigan’s community col leges.

MLTAI and the Construct ion Craft Laborers apprenticeship program 
produce Laborers ski l led in their f ield, dedicated and trained. When Grant 
was asked what i t  takes to be a successful Laborer he said, “You have to 
show up every day in the r ight state of mind, with a proper att i tude and be 
dependable, punctual and trustworthy. You have to bring your “A” game 
every day”.

Union wages and benefi ts are among the best in the nation. I f  great 
money and benefi ts are of interest to you, contact a Laborers Local Union 
in your area or contact Michigan Laborers Training and Apprenticeship 
Inst i tute.

Charlick stated, 
“Having passed a college calculus 
class I expected that there was very 
little MLTAI could teach me about 
math, but with their unique approach 
to teaching I learned how the mathematic 
principles I learned in college apply in 
the real world. College didn’t teach me 
that. Also, the wide variety of subjects
taught at MLTAI as well as the variety 
of experience I’ve gained as a result of 
working for a general contractor has 
prepared me to take advantage of 
advancement opportunities that could
come my way in the future.

Grant Charlick, an apprentice 
program graduate out of Laborers 
Local 1076 and an employee of
Skanska, USA, considers MLTAI
and the Construction Craft Laborer
apprenticeship program an important
part of his professional growth.
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IITT PPAAYYSS TTOO RREENNTT ((OORR BBUUYY))
TTHHEE IINNDDUUSSTTRRYY’’SS SSTTRROONNGGEESSTT
SSHHIIEELLDDIINNGG AANNDD SSHHOORRIINNGG
Rentals • Sales • Service • Training
Short or long term, whether you’re renting or buying, it
pays to use the industry’s strongest shielding and shoring.

Mod Series Aluminum Hydraulic Shores

High Clearance Arch Stone Saver

Steel Trench ShieldsStreet PlatesDura-Base Temporary Road Systems

PRO-TEC EQUIPMENT INC.

NOW three convenient locations

E Q U I P M E N T ,  I N C .

1298 Lipsey Dr.,
Charlotte, MI 48813
1-800-292-1225
Fax (517) 541-0329

25086 Brest Rd.
Taylor, MI 48180
(313) 827-0010
or 1-888-292-1225 
Fax (313) 827-0012 

New Location:
5460 36th St. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49512
1-877-292-1225
Fax (616) 285-5886

www.pro-tecequipment.com

Versa Bridge Portable Temporary Bridge System

Slide Rail Systems
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Letters 
to MITA

Dear Rob:

On behalf of the Michigan Occupational Safety and 

Health Administration (MIOSHA), please accept my sincere 

appreciation for your outstanding participation as a panelist 

in the Leaders on Leading MIOSHA Training Institute 

program.

Nearly 60 MIOSHA staff benefi ted from the experiences you 

shared, your perspectives on leadership and suggestions for 

MIOSHA.  There has been an incredible outpouring of praise 

for this session.  Your willingness to share your knowledge, 

experience and perception in no small way has contributed to 

our efforts to build future leaders for MIOSHA.

MIOSHA started a leadership institute more than 10 years 

ago to improve overall leadership, help develop staff, and 

create a culture that is supportive and based on continuous 

improvement. The Leaders on Leading was a new addition 

this year.  It is part of our effort to stay in touch with our 

customers and important stakeholders and learn from leaders 

outside of MIOSHA.

Evaluations from the session are very positive.  Every 

person rated the session as “excellent” or “very good.”  

Comments expressed gratitude for the involvement of “real 

life” leaders and included comments such as:

•  Mr. Coppersmith had good feedback on interactions 

with MIOSHA – very interesting.

•  Appreciated Mr. Coppersmith’s reminder that 

leadership is watched.

•  Appreciated the personal/individual examples 

shared.

•  Enjoyed the Q & A.

•  Great to hear from “outside MIOSHA” leaders.

•  Liked hearing how important safety really is to these 

leaders.

I know you are very busy. Thank you so much for 

accommodating our request. Your participation was truly 

appreciated by all.

Martha B. Yoder

Deputy Director

MIOSHA

Continues on pg. 31



Efficiency  Production, Inc.Efficiency  Production, Inc.

   Steel Trench Boxes       

America's Trench Box Builder TM

Call us for Factory Direct 
Sales & Rentals!

8 0 0 - 5 52 - 8 8 0 0
www.efficiencytrenchbox.com

   Slide Rail System       

Manhole Shields Stone Mizer®

Build-A-BoxTMPorta TankTM

www.efficiencytrenchbox.com

America's Trench Box Builder TM

Special "Back the PAC" Offer
To support MITA's Political Action Committee and to 
signify our 38 years of innovation, service and lead-
ership in the Trench Shielding Industry, Efficiency 
Production is presenting this special offer:
 For every rental or purchase of Efficiency 

will make a $100 contribution on your behalf 
to MITA's Political Action Committee to 
advance the legislative funding initiatives that 
benefit Michigan's Underground Contractors 
and Road Builders.

 Just tear out this ad and mail it, fax it, or
 mention it with your order.

 Contact Mike Ross, 517-525-1265, for more 
information.

trench shielding products in 2010 Efficiency 



Underground
Spotlight

Environmental Cleanup, Sewer Infrastructure 
Key Pieces of Legislative Reform Package
By Doug Roberts, Jr.
Director of Environmental and Energy Policy
Michigan Chamber of Commerce

There is an important reform package at the State Capitol, 
running under the radar screen, which seeks to make ma-
jor changes to environmental cleanups and provide criti-

cal funds for sewer infrastructure improvement. At the Michigan 
Chamber of Commerce, we think this reform package is critical to 
job creation and investment in Michigan.  

Environmental Cleanup Reform: 
Senate Bill 437 and SBs 1345-49

In the mid 1990s, policymakers in Michigan recognized 
the need to develop a comprehensive strategy to clean up and 
productively use contaminated properties. This strategy made 
Michigan a leader in the brownfi eld redevelopment movement. 
Unfortunately, today’s program has become burdensome and few 
closures of sites are now being granted. The inability to obtain fi nal 
approval from state government places Michigan at a disadvantage 
for jobs and investment. 

Over the last year, Senator’s Allen, Birkholz, and Gleason have 
been leading an effort to make major reforms to the cleanup process. 
The comprehensive legislation makes numerous reforms to the 
cleanup law including: creating a review panel to allow business to 
appeal agency decisions; creating hard deadlines that the agency 
must respond by; creating metrics to track agency performance; 
and repealing burdensome rules and guidance memos. If enacted 
into law, these measures would immediately lead to cleanup and 
investment by the private sector of contaminated property. These 
bills were approved by the state Senate in mid-August with strong 
bi-partisan support.  

Sewer Infrastructure – 
Getting Bond Dollars Flowing: 
Senate Bills 1442-1443 

In 2002, the Michigan Chamber joined the coalition led by 
the Associated Underground Contractors to help pass a $1 billion 
bond initiative for sewer infrastructure. Supporting the bond for 
sewer infrastructure was good policy in 2002 and remains good 
policy today. The bond provides low interest loans to communities 
to help fi x sewer infrastructure, which provides the benefi ts of 

improved water quality and good 
construction jobs. Today, there 
remains a great need for funds 
for sewer infrastructure – about 
$7 billion according to EPA 
estimates. Unfortunately, little of 
the 2002 bond money has been 
utilized; approximately $850 
million remains. 

SB 1442 (Senator Birkolz) and 
SB 1443 (Senator Gilbert) are designed to help get the bond dollars 
fl owing. SB 1442 authorizes the use of bond money for cleanup sites 
connected to water and provides funds for sewer infrastructure. 
SB 1443 provides $40 million in grants to local municipalities to 
assist them in covering application costs for sewage works projects. 
The bill also establishes a State Water Pollution Advisory Council 
to help identify ways to streamline and improve the state revolving 
loan fund program.   

Under the legislation, up to $140 million of the funds approved 
by the voters in 2002 could be used for cleaning up contaminated 
properties with water quality connections. The legislation also 
requires that when the state bonds for environmental cleanup 
programs, it must also bond for sewer infrastructure. The Michigan 
Chamber worked closely with MITA to help reach this agreement. 
The compromise bills have been reported out by the Senate 
Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs Committee and are 
currently on the Senate fl oor.  

The Senate is expected to fi nish work on this reform package in 
September. We are hopeful that the Michigan House can take up 
these bills and get the job done before the end of the year.   

 

Doug Roberts, Jr., is Director of Environmental and Energy 
Policy for the Michigan Chamber of Commerce. Doug has worked 
with the Michigan Chamber since 2002. He was directly involved 
in passage of the Clean Water Bond for sewer infrastructure in 
2002. Doug also worked to help pass the Great Lakes Compact and 
Comprehensive Energy legislation.  

Doug Roberts, Jr.
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MITA Member
Giving Back

Ajax Paving Industries, Inc.  
The 2010 Woodward Dream Cruise

This year marks a monumental 
time for Ajax Paving Industries, 
Inc., which celebrated its 60th 

year in business, and became a proud 
participant in the very well known 
event, The Woodward Dream Cruise. 
The Dream Cruise is one of the world’s 
largest classic car celebrations. Taking 
place annually on the third Saturday 
in August, it spans over 18 miles of 
Woodward Avenue in Detroit.  A huge 
attraction to many car enthusiasts, 
this event pulls in over a million visi-
tors each year. Its main goal is to raise 
money for charitable organizations.

The 2010 cruise took place 
Saturday, August 21. This was Ajax 
Paving’s fi rst time participating in the 
event. They proudly displayed their 
company Show Car, affectionately dubbed the “Money Maker” 
for it huge past successes. A retired racecar with a victorious 
history, it enjoyed many Top 10 fi nishes back in its day.  The 
number “51” that is prominently displayed on the sides of the 
car, with a small scripted “19” beside it, stands for the year the 
company was created. “The Future is Riding on Ajax,” runs along 
the bottom of the car to drive home the company’s dedication 
to safety, quality roads, runways and test tracks. All visitors that 
made a pit stop at Ajax’s tent were served refreshments, and 
children were given the chance to sit in the car, honk the horn 
and take photos.  Holding true to their imprinted motto, Ajax 
Paving turned the experience into an opportunity to raise money 
for their local community through an effort called the Show Care 
Project. 

Ajax Paving’s Show Care Project recognized the hardships that 
many charitable organizations face in these tough economical 
times. The project consisted of the Show Car being used as 

money-raising tool, a sort of moving billboard. Organizations, 
such as MITA, that donated money to the project, will have their 
logos prominently displayed for one year on the side of this car, 
which periodically visits different events throughout the year.  100 
percent of the proceeds raised went to their decided recipient 
– a local Detroit organization called the Southwest Solutions 
Children Center.  This community-building organization helps 
to improve the health and well being of individuals and families 
in southwest Detroit area.  

The Show Care Project was incredibly successful and Ajax 
Paving’s website reported a huge tent turnout: “Thanks to our 
many customers who came out over the weekend to say hello 
and shared some stories.” 

Rob Coppersmith, MITA’s vice president of membership 
services, was one of the attendees.  

“I thought it was an awesome and well thought out event,” he 
said. “I am looking forward to attending it again next year.”

F A L L  |  2 0 1 0MITA    cross-section12
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Associate Member
Profi le

In 1968, Gordon Follmer set out to create a CPA fi rm 
that did much more than just preparing tax returns. 
Follmer focused on privately held companies and 

sought to become their business consultants, trusted ad-
visors, and tax planners.  Over 42 years later, that mission 
is unchanged. UHY LLP and its CPAs still strive to be 
comprehensive business advisors to their clients. 

Since the fi rm’s inception, construction has been one 
of the core industries served by UHY LLP.  By acting as 
a true consultative CPA fi rm, rather than just a preparer 
of fi nancial statements and tax returns, UHY LLP 
offers unique value to MITA members. CPAs at UHY 
LLP believe not just in quality of communications with 
their clients, but also frequency. Firm principals meet 
with their clients quarterly, if not more often, to review 
interim fi nancial statements, discuss ongoing operations, 
and ask the caliber of questions that lead to tax savings and cost 
reductions. 

UHY LLP does not have “out-of-the-box” solutions to 
business issues. The fi rm asks the right questions to understand its 
clients’ short- and long-term goals, and then tailors its strategies 
accordingly. A company that is embarking on an aggressive growth 
path might want to accelerate tax savings to help save cash that 
can be reinvested into the business. Another company may be 
preparing for a transition in ownership from parent to child in the 
next 3-5 years and wants to position itself accordingly. UHY LLP 
will work to understand your business circumstances and help 
devise the right action plan. 

“Our growth is based on helping our clients save money 
through our tax and accounting services,” said Kurt Siebenaller, 
principal. “Whatever our clients’ goals are, we strive to fi nd the 
right strategic solution.”

UHY LLP specializes in serving privately held, family-owned 
businesses and assists in a wide range of areas such as federal, state, 
and local tax compliance, estate planning, succession planning, 
MDOT prequalifi cation assistance, and business forecasting. The 
fi rm’s portfolio of construction experience includes road, heavy 
highway, and underground contractors, general contractors, 
residential and commercial construction companies, and many 
specialty contractors.

UHY LLP operates as the attest fi rm in an alternative practice 
structure with UHY Advisors, Inc., which is ranked one of the Top 

20 professional services fi rms by Accounting Today. UHY Advisors, 
Inc. operates in 15 offi ces nationwide and employs more than 1,000 
employees. Locally, it is the sixth-largest professional services fi rm in 
southeastern Michigan. The fi rm has approximately 260 employees 
in two offi ces, located in Southfi eld and Sterling Heights. UHY 
LLP has 46 SEC registrant engagements. “With multiple offi ces 
across the country, we are able to better serve clients who may 
be looking to venture into a new areas of the country,” said John 
Gallo, a 15-year member of UHY LLP’s construction practice.

Despite this large national and international presence, each 
offi ce in Michigan and around the U.S. has its own management 
team devoted to each particular industry. These local management 
teams have the ability to make decisions in the best interests 
of clients without having those decisions subject to a review by 
a national offi ce or committee. The construction group of UHY 
LLP has a team of professionals that all have deep construction 
expertise.  In addition, they bring to the table additional areas of 
specialization that the fi rm can call upon to solve even the most 
complex issues for clients in an effi cient manner.

Offi ce Managing Partner Tom Callan leads the national 
construction group within UHY LLP. After working in various 
facets of contracting during college, Callan found it a natural 
fi t to work with construction clients upon joining UHY LLP. 
Callan provides thought leadership in the industry as a featured 
speaker on various construction topics. He has presented at events 
including the AICPA National Construction Industry Conference, 
the MACPA Construction Industry Conference, the Michigan 

UHY LLP

UHY LLP’s construction group, 
clockwise starting left: Rob Scope, 

Chris Duprey, Tom Callan, Tara Treat, 
John Gallo, Kurt Siebenaller
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Minority Business Construction Industry Group, and the MDOT Small Business 
Development Conference.

Another Partner with deep construction experience is Dennis LaPorte, who is 
a member of both the Construction Financial Management Association (CFMA) 
and the Michigan Association of Home Builders. LaPorte is frequently a featured 
speaker for both of these organizations. LaPorte’s expertise in succession planning, 
as well as estate and gift taxation, rounds out an important facet of UHY LLP’s 
construction group.

Kurt Siebenaller, a Principal in Southfi eld, has been part of the construction 
industry from the onset of his career. Prior to becoming a CPA, Siebenaller worked 
in the fi eld for a contractor, owned a construction company, and also served as 
Chief Financial Offi cer of one. He brings an understanding of both the internal 
and external challenges that a construction company might have, due to his unique 
blend of work experience and his technical knowledge.

Other key members of the construction group are John Gallo and Rob Scope. 
Gallo specializes in complex federal, state, and local tax issues, along with other 
construction-related topics. He serves on a Tax and Fiscal Affairs Task Force that 
helps protect and advocate for the legislative interests of construction companies 
across the state of Michigan. Scope, a Principal, has been with the fi rm for 16 
years. Leading the audit and attestation side of the construction group, Scope 
assists clients in the preparation of fi nancial statements when required for banking, 
bonding, or other needs.

“Construction accounting is highly complex, sophisticated, and unique,” said 
Scope. “Our clients enjoy being able to pick up the phone and bounce around an 
idea or issue they are having.  I enjoy being a business partner with my clients.”

Being an active member of MITA is a major asset to UHY LLP. It enables the 
fi rm to obtain a legislative viewpoint on issues currently affecting the construction 
industry. Staying out in front of these types of issues and developments has helped 
UHY LLP’s construction group plan more effectively for its clients from a tax and 
business standpoint.

UHY LLP has proudly served a number of MITA members over the years, 
assisting in corporate acquisitions, structuring, and planning. “UHY was 
instrumental in helping structure the purchase of Tony Angelo for us,” said Gianni 

UHY LLP’s 
construction 
group L 
to R: Tom 
Callan, Kurt 
Siebenaller, 
Tara Treat, 
John Gallo, 
Rob Scope, 
Chris Duprey

UHY LLP
www.uhy-us.com
26200 American Drive, Suite 500
Southfi eld, MI  48034

12900 Hall Road, Suite 500, 
Sterling Heights, MI  48313

CONTACT:

Tom Callan 
248-204-9386 
tcallan@uhy-us.com

Dennis LaPorte  
586-203-2519 
dlaporte@uhy-us.com

Kurt Siebenaller 
248-204-9348 
ksiebenaller@uhy-us.com

John Gallo  
248-204-9339 
jgallo@uhy-us.com

Rob Scope  
586-843-2569 
rscope@uhy-us.com

Campo, president of Tony Angelo Cement 
Construction Company. “They offered many 
different options that helped us maximize our 
capital while minimizing our tax liabilities. I 
wouldn’t make another move in business without 
discussing it with them fi rst.”

UHY Advisors, Inc. provides tax and business 
consulting services through wholly owned 
subsidiary entities that operate under the name 
of “UHY Advisors.” UHY Advisors, Inc. and its 
subsidiary entities offer services from offi ces 
across the United States.UHY Advisors, Inc. and 
its subsidiary entities are not licensed CPA fi rms. 
UHY LLP is a licensed independent CPA fi rm 
that performs attest services. UHY Advisors, Inc. 
and UHY LLP are independent U.S. members of 
Urbach Hacker Young International Limited.
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800.482.2864 l www.wadetrim.com

Construction Engineering 
Highway Design l Bridge Design 
Transportation Planning l Surveying 

Trusted professionals delivering America’s infrastructure solutions

MITA has been actively engaged in various 
forms of social media, including Facebook, 
Twitter, and YouTube. Social media, if you 
are not already aware, are a group of Internet-
based applications that allow the fun, and easy 
exchange of useful information, ideas, photos, 
videos and more.    You can join the conversation 
about topics related to the construction industry 
by clicking on the following links.

Did You 
Know?

You can join the conversation about topics related to the You can join the conversation about topics related to the 
construction industry by visiting the following websites:construction industry by visiting the following websites:

• www.mi-ita.com, and click on Visit MITA on Facebook • www.mi-ita.com, and click on Visit MITA on Facebook 

• www.facebook.com/FixMichiganRoads• www.facebook.com/FixMichiganRoads

• www.twitter.com/drivemi• www.twitter.com/drivemi

• www.youtube.com/FixMIRoads• www.youtube.com/FixMIRoads
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The Corporate Bylaws of the Michigan Infrastructure & Transportation Association (MITA) 
are like many other nonprofi t bylaws.  The bylaws layout the purpose of the corporation and 
who the members should be, including the various membership categories.   Article III of 

the MITA Bylaws lays out the makeup of our Board of Directors.  
As with any other board run organization, the MITA Board of Directors is very important to 

the day-to-day operations and direction of the organization.  Many of the decisions that are made 
at the bi-monthly meetings have a signifi cant impact on the overall industry.

First of all, the functions of the board of directors are laid out in one relatively simple sentence:  
“…all the rights, powers, duties, responsibilities related to the management and control of the 
Association’s property, activities and affairs are vested in the Board of Directors.”  This sentence 
says it all, meaning that those people who are elected to serve on the board of directors have 
signifi cant responsibilities with regard to the management of the association; and, therefore, these 
positions are usually highly regarded and nominations are given signifi cant consideration.  

I am often questioned with regard to the number of seats on our board of directors.  There 
are 28 contactor members on the MITA board, which includes 20 elected directors who serve on 
a representative basis as follows:  

• Two Bituminous Pavers
• Two Concrete Pavers 
• Two Excavators 
• Two Structural Builders
• Two Specialty Contractors 
• Two Underground Contractors 
• Two Utility Contractors
• Six voting Members At-Large
There are then two directors who are appointed each year for a one-year term by the President 

of the association, and the immediate past two presidents of the association also serve on the 
board.  The balance of the contractor representatives make up the Executive Committee, or more 
specifi cally serve as Treasurer, Vice President, President-Elect and President.  I have listed our 
current Board of Directors and the slots that they hold in the inset of this article.  These 28 
contractors make up the voting members of the board.  

There are four ex-offi cio members of the board of directors as well.  As the Executive Vice-
President, I serve on the board of directors as the Secretary of the board.  There are also three 
Associate Member representatives who serve as ex-offi cio members.  Those three positions are 

chosen on a geographical basis and are able to join in on board discussions, but 
have no voting authority on any issues before the board of directors.  These 
individuals serve a maximum of two one-year terms.  

Contractor members are limited to four two-year terms.  However, if a 
contractor board member is elected to serve as an offi cer, they may continue 
to serve on the board of directors beyond the term limits until their term as an 
offi cer expires (which includes two years as past president).  

The nomination of new board members and offi cers is the responsibility 
of the Executive Committee.  The committee reviews those individuals who 
have conveyed an interest in serving on the board of directors based on active 
involvement in the industry as well as the association.  Industry focus as well as 

The MITA Board of Directors– 
Your Industry Leadership

commentommentExecutive 
Vice President

Mike Nystrom
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geographic representation is also considered.  
A quorum of the board of directors is considered to be a majority 

of the voting members present at any meeting, and the MITA bylaws 
do not allow for proxy voting.  However, members are encouraged 
to attend a board meeting as a guest if they are interested.  It has 
been said that you will learn more about what’s going on in the 
industry at one MITA board meeting than by reading a year’s worth 
of bulletins.  

It is important to note that although signifi cant amount of time, 
effort and input is required of each of the board members, no 
compensation is given to any of the individuals who serve on the 
MITA Board of Directors.  They are volunteer leaders who give of 
their time freely in order to serve the industry.

The MITA Board of Directors does have a fi duciary responsibility 
to the membership and therefore at each of their meetings they are 
given a full fi nancial update and the treasurer of the association is 
given monthly fi nancial data so to be sure that the operations of the 
association are running smoothly.  It is also common practice that 

the President of the Board of Directors is in regular contact with 
the Executive Vice President with regard to all matters affecting the 
association.  

Your board of the directors takes time out of running their 
businesses to help run this association and should be given a big 
pat on the back for the time and input that they give to the staff 
at MITA.  We truly appreciate the guidance that we receive from 
each of the board members and a big thank you just doesn’t seem 
enough.  So next time you run into one of the individuals who are 
serving on the MITA Board of Directors, please let them know that 
the industry appreciates their service.

If you have any questions regarding the MITA Bylaws, the Board 
of Directors, or are interested in serving at some point in the future, 
please feel free to give me a call.  

Contact Mike Nystrom by email at 
mikenystrom@mi-ita.com, or at 
the MITA offi ce 517-347-8336.

2 0 1 0  M I TA  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
OFFICER/DIRECTOR MEMBER NAME OFFICE TERM EXPIRES 

Jim Kloote J.E. Kloote Contracting, Inc. President 2011
Bruce Lowing Hardman Construction, Inc. President-Elect 2011
Chris Shea P.K. Contracting, Inc. Vice President 2011
Darrell Kaltz Kaltz Excavating Co., Inc. Treasurer 2011
Michael A. Nystrom MITA Executive VP/Sec N/A              
DIRECTOR MEMBER NAME CLASSIFICATIONS TERM EXPIRES 

Tom DiPonio Jay Dee Contractors, Inc. Past President 2012
Mark Johnston Ajax Paving Industries Past President 2011 
Scott Bazinet Lowe Construction Co., Inc. Director At Large 2011/2017
Jim Doescher Dan’s Excavating, Inc. Director At Large 2012/2016
Stephen Jackson Jackson-Merkey Contractors Director At Large 2011/2013
Cheryl Hughes C & D Hughes, Inc. Director At Large 2012/2016
Bob Adcock Angelo Iafrate Construction Co. Director At Large 2012/2016
Andy Schmidt Edw. C. Levy Company Director At Large 2012/2012
Keith Rose Reith-Riley Construction Co., Inc. Bituminous 2011/2013
Vance Johnson Central Asphalt, Inc. Bituminous 2012/2014
Mike Catenacci John Carlo, Inc. Concrete 2011/2013
Jeff Ardelean Interstate Highway Const., Inc. Concrete 2012/2012
Tom Stover Walter Toebe Construction Co. Structures 2011/2013
Tom Wagenmaker Anlaan Corporation Structures 2012/2016
Dave Maas Diversco Construction Co., Inc. Excavating 2011/2013
Al McQuestion D.J. McQuestion & Sons, Inc. Excavating 2012/2012
Kurt Poll Kamminga & Roodvoets, Inc. Underground 2011/2013
Frank DiPonio DiPonio Contracting, Inc.  Underground 2012/2016
Pat Dunigan Dunigan Bros. Inc. Utilities 2012/2018
Craig Fons Fonson, Inc. Utilities 2012/2012
George Atsalakis Atsalis Brothers Painting Specialties 2011/2017
Dan Babcock Give ‘Em A Brake Safety Specialties 2012/2018
Michael Marks E.T. MacKenzie Co. President Appointment 1 yr/max 3 yrs
Mike Malloure C.A. Hull Company, Inc. President Appointment 1 yr/max 4 yrs
Ric Simon Alta Equipment Company Associate Mbr. Council  1 yr/max 2 yrs
John Washabaugh Northern Concrete Pipe, Inc. Associate Mbr. Council  1 yr/max 2 yrs   
Brad Poggi Pinnacle Insurance Partners, LLC Associate Mbr. Council  1 yr/max 2 yr
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commentommentVice President of 
Membership Services 

Rob Coppersmith

The MITA Annual Conference is scheduled 
for Wednesday January 19 through Friday 
January 21 at Soaring Eagle Casino, in Mt. 

Pleasant, Mich. On the surface this may appear 
to be the same two and half day event. In reality 
it will be two solid days of seminars and opportu-
nity. What does this really mean to you? Be sure 
to be to the event by WEDNESDAY morning! 

Typically many of you trickled in on 
Wednesday to be in town early enough for the 
DBE reception.  If you do that this year you will 
miss our Keynote Speaker Dr. Jerry Teplitz, a 
recognized authority on leadership issues. You 
will also miss the presidential exchange and 
other key events. Wednesday will wrap-up with 
the traditional DBE reception sponsored by AIS 
and JDE. 

The new format will then allow for many 
more sessions on Thursday morning such as: 

Clean Diesel Issues, Changes in Your Health 
Care, The New Faces of MIOSHA, MDOT 
Round Table, Claims Seminar, just to name a 
few. This will be followed by another strolling 
lunch in the vendor area of Entertainment 
Hall and then by speakers on the main 
stage. The mother of all parties, the Industry 
Reception, will cap Thursday. 

The conference will then wrap-up Friday 
Morning with the Alta Equipment sponsored 
breakfast; and; with any luck, a visit from our 
new Governor. 

The purpose of the changes is to provide 
more opportunity for all involved.  For 
participants, there will be more classes with 
greater selection; vendors will have increased foot 
traffi c with a strolling lunch, plus increased social 
opportunities with a larger DBE Reception and 

Small Changes; Big Opportunity

Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort
Mt. Pleasant, MI

• Informational/educational opportunities for you and your staff

• Annual Conference Keynote Speaker: Dr. Jerry Teplitz 

• View new products and services at the 2011 MITA Trade Show 

• Attend the industry’s largest networking event

Watch your e-mail for more information on this exciting event.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
 

Continues on pg. 36
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Considering our still struggling economy 
and the high unemployment we con-
tinue to experience here in Michigan 

today, it might be easy to understand and ratio-
nalize the perspective of elected local offi cials 
who, in increasing numbers, are now discussing 
and often including “local preference” provi-
sions in their public works contracts.  Idealisti-
cally and socially it makes sense that these local 
boards and commissions would want to share 
with their constituents (the taxpayer paying 
for the project) the employment opportunities 
and commercial retail benefi ts the construction 
of those public works projects would bring to 
their communities.   

In general, the “local preference” provisions 
we have seen will give a local company a bid 

contractor’s workforce be made up of a fi xed 
percentage of bona-fi de residents of the local 
public entity building the project.  Some of 
these workforce provisions have included a 
bonus for the contractor who meets the local 
resident employment percentage, while others 
have included a signifi cant fi nancial penalty 
for the contractor who fails to meet the local 
resident employment percentage.  Many “local 
preference” provisions also include favorable 
terms for the purchase of locally made or 
manufactured goods that will be incorporated 
into a project.  

In the end, and not withstanding the social 

intent of the public offi cials who want to utilize 
them, we consider any “local preference” 
provision as being fundamentally disruptive to 
the longstanding history and nature of the heavy 
construction industry and most importantly, 
contrary to the public policy embodied in the 
competitive bidding process.

Historically the heavy construction industry 
has been transient in nature with companies 
moving their equipment and labor resources 
in a generally preferred radius around its’ 
home base to build projects that employ and 
retain their workforce.  Today, considering 
the economic realities we face in Michigan, 
construction companies are traveling well 
outside their home base geographic areas in 
search of fair opportunities for work.   A “local 
preference” contract provision that would 
require a contractor leave skilled, long-term 
employees home for the sake of providing 
employment opportunities to local residents 
may be viewed as anticompetitive and as a 
disincentive that would sway a contractor from 
bidding on those projects.  

Ultimately, those governmental entities 
that impose “local preference” provisions, build 
fences and establish boundaries around their 
communities that eventually shrink the pool 
of interested contractors willing to bid on their 
projects.  When the pool of interested bidders 
shrinks, the number of competitive bids an 

commentcommenVice President of 
Engineering Services 

Glenn Bukoski, P.E.

Local Preference Provisions

Continues on pg. 36
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commentommentDirector of Safety & 
Workforce Development

Patrick Brown

How familiar are you with the Construc-
tion Safety Standards?  Most members 
are fully aware of the regulations that 

pertain to the scope of work they performed. 
But many are just fi nding out due to increased 
enforcement activity that there are several 
“Health Standards” that can impact construc-
tion activity. One of the most frequent sets of 
regulations being enforced by MIOSHA is 
Part 451, Respiratory Protection.  Many MITA 
members have a voluntary respiratory protec-
tion program, which is possible if exposure lev-
els are typically under the permissible exposure 
limit.  In this case, the employer must provide 
basic respiratory protection or allow employ-
ees to use their own if desired.  In all cases, the 
employer must provide employees with a copy 
of Appendix D from Part 451.  Two questions 
commonly asked by members are, when does 
an employee have to have a medical evaluation 
and do they need to be clean-shaven?  The sim-
ple answer to both questions is, whenever the 
employee is wearing a tight fi tting respirator.  A 

“dust mask” is not considered “tight fi tting”.  A 
N-95 or N-100 are two of the most commonly 
used dust masks by contractors with a voluntary 
respiratory program.  Workers are still required 
to be trained in how to put it on, when to wear 
it, what it protects against and when to dispose 
of it.  Remember that this type of mask does not 
protect against oxygen defi cient atmospheres.  
As with any PPE, tool or piece of equipment, 
the user is required to follow the manufacturers 
specifi cations.  

Another Occupational Safety and Health 
standard that is not often talked about, but is 
being enforced regularly, is Part 621, Health 
Hazard Control For Specifi c Equipment and 
Operations for Construction.  This standard 
refers to specifi c control measures that need 
to be in place when performing various tasks.  
MITA has recently been involved in the rule 
making process regarding dry cutting of silica-
containing products. Many involved wanted 
to ban dry cutting all together because they 
were of the opinion workers were being over 

exposed and not adequately protected.  
A ban on dry cutting is not practical 
in the heavy construction industry and 
some recommended control methods 
could actually create a greater hazard.  
MITA is also of the opinion that 
nothing should be banned if adequate 
engineering controls are available. A 
draft rule has/will be presented to the 
Commission that demonstrates the 
following amendments.  The new rule 
will allow for various options when 
cutting silica-containing materials.  
However, employers will be required to 
minimize employee exposure by using 
any of the following methods: 

(a) Engineering controls, such as, 
but not limited to:

 (i) Wet methods.
 (ii) Dust collection methods.
 (iii) Air moving systems.
(b) Work practices, such as, but not 

limited to:
 (i) Isolating employees who are 

What are the Rules?

Continues on pg.36

Contractors Insurance        Bonds         Pension Plans       
Group Health & Life

24724 Farmbrook Rd.    P.O. Box 2067   Southfi eld, Michigan   48037-2067
(248) 355-4411                                 www.zervosgroup.com

Staff  of 40 to provide “Service with Zervos”

Gus E. Zervos, CEO      Steve M. Zervos, President      Angelo G. Zervos, VP      Michael G. Zervos, VP

Don Burden            Jim Gargaro           Dave Lange          Dominic Nicita
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Fatal accidents are a time of crisis for all involved. Families, co-workers and business owners are 
never the same after these tragic events.  MITA has been an active participant in a number of fatality 
investigations and has offered members sound guidance during these critical times.  This particular 
Tool Box Talk is designed to educate members on events of the past: Remember, those who ignore the 
past are destined to repeat it.

Back-up alarms, or a lack thereof, have been a contributing factor in two member fatalities. Ironically, 
in both cases, the work being performed at the jobsite was virtually identical.

In the first incident, a member’s job foreman was setting grade stakes on a road construction job located 
in southwest Michigan.  A broker trucker had been subcontracted to deliver gravel to the jobsite.  As the 
driver backed his truck into position, he could not see the job foreman on his knees setting the stakes 
and backed over him.  The panic stricken workers tried to alert the driver who then proceeded to pull 
forward and drove over the victim again.  The subcontractor was cited for a missing back-up alarm.

The second incident involved an employee who was also setting grade stakes for the installation of 
curb on a large construction site.  A loader was operating in the same area, making a material dump 
in a nearby truck. When the loader operator put his machine in reverse to retrieve another load, he 
inadvertently backed over the employee doing curb work. (It should be mentioned that the employee 
was wearing Carhart clothing which matched the color of the soil on which he was kneeling.)

Alarms are required by MIOSHA on equipment with obstructed back-up views.  In good working 
condition, they could quite possibly have saved the lives of these two individuals. When a piece of 
equipment is operating in close proximity to individuals, the sound of a back-up alarm can be deafening 
and subconsciously heightens awareness.  Understandably, they  are annoying at times, but that is the 
goal of a back-up alarm and a function which could save your life.  

Please repair all non-functioning back-up alarms as soon as possible.  Also, alert employees to non-
functioning back-up alarms and designate a spotter until they are repaired. 

Fatal Facts: Back-up Alarms Save Lives

Your employer is an equal opportunity employer and as such, welcomes applications from qualified female and minority applicants.
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888-MICH-CAT         www.michigancat.com

Champions don’t believe in the off-season.

Be ready to dig with our Winter Service Specials.

Save Up 

to  50%
On in-shop

service.

Oil Changes, inspections, filter and belt check, diagnostics,

Certified Rebuilds, steam cleaning, parts discounts, MI OSHA Inspections.

We Got You Covered. Call us today to be ready to win jobs tomorrow. 

commentommentDirector of 
Legislative Affairs

Keith Ledbetter

We are entering the most critical 
time yet in our initiative to get 
greater investment for our trans-

portation system.  With the elections quickly 
approaching and over half the legislature leav-
ing offi ce at the end December, we’ve got one 
fi nal shot just after the election to get a funding 
bill passed or else we will be forced to virtually 
start over from scratch in January.
What have you done to help?

Some member companies feel that their 
lobbying work is done once they write their 
quarterly dues check to their state association, 
since the association has hired lobbyists to 
work to promote the industry.  

Other MITA members have literally put 
their money where their mouth is.  Their 
companies have donated money to the Michigan 
Transportation Team for paid advertising, our 
PR efforts and various transportation studies 

that thoroughly documented the economic 
and social benefi ts of increased investment.  
Company offi cers have made sizeable 
contributions to the MITA PAC and have 
gotten to know and given money to candidates 
for offi ce.  Some companies have encouraged 
their employees to take time to meet with, call 
or e-mail their elected leaders and also kept 
their employees informed on developments in 
Lansing.

Where does your company rank on this 
Pavement Pounder Index?
Legislators Need to Hear from 
Your Employees

In today’s day and age, lobbying and 
educating legislators is a critical piece of any 
public policy discussion.  Legislators need 
to know the nuances of the recommended 
policy changes, and that information can be 
communicated by professional lobbyists.  

It’s Crunch Time for Road Funding
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DEWATERING & SPECIALIZED TRENCHING

But that contact cannot happen in a 
vacuum.  Just as importantly, legislators 
want to know how their constituents feel 
about the issue and they need reassurance 
that there is community support for such 
things as increased user fees to pay for 
infrastructure upgrades.  That’s where 
your employees are critical.  While there 
may be several hundred company owners 
in our industry, there are tens of thousands 
of workers who derive their livelihood 
from transportation investment.  All 
those voices must be heard and we need 
your help in identifying these people and 
encouraging their participation.

MITA has promoted a number of 
different legislator contact programs in 
the last couple of years.  From setting 
up legislator meetings with association 
members to sending postcards, signing an 
online petition and encouraging the use of 
a toll-free legislative number, the goal has 
always been to create a sustained legislator 
contact program.  It appears those efforts 
have been successful, with thousands of 
documented contacts having been made.  
But, now we have reached crunch time.  
Between now and mid-December is the 
most critical time yet in our efforts.  Lack 
of success during this time could mean 
years of waiting.

Encourage Your Employees to 
Become E-Lobbyists

MITA is working on a new effort to 
identify employees of the road building 
industry.  We would like home and 
e-mail addresses so that we can identify 
constituents in key legislative districts 
and have them communicate regularly 
with their elected leaders.  We will offer 
pre-written messages that employees can 
easily send and we will also keep them 
updated on developments at the state 
capitol.

Interested companies can contact 
me at keithledbetter@mi-ita.com or 
Nicole at nicolecook@mi-ita.com for 
further information about enrolling your 
company.

To contact Keith Ledbetter, e-mail him 
at keithledbetter@mi-ita.com 

or call 517-347-8336.
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BILLS AT A GLANCE
BILL SUMMARY  MITA POSITION STATUS
SB 882 A bill to limit the timeframe in which a  SUPPORT.  Prevents against stale claims and relieves Passed Michigan Senate.
 lawsuit can be brought against an  architects, engineers and contractors of protracted Referred to House Committee
 architect, engineer or contractors  fear of litigation. on Judiciary.
 to six years.   

SB 1161 A bill to make appropriations for the  OPPOSE.  The budget as proposed is short $4 million Passed Michigan Senate and
 department of natural resources for the  dollars in the Drinking Water Revolving Fund,  passed the State House.
 fi scal year ending September 30, 2011;  jeopardizing $20 million in federal funds. Returned to the Senate.
 and to provide for the expenditure of 
 those appropriations.    

SB 1164 A bill to make appropriations for the  OPPOSE.   The bill includes harmful cuts, and offers no Passed Michigan Senate.
 department of transportation for the  stable revenue sources to obtain the $84 million Referred to House Committee
 fi scal year ending September 30, 2011;  Michigan needs to claim $475 million in federal on Appropriations.
 and to provide for the expenditure of  matching funds.
 the appropriations.      

SB 1252 A bill to allow for the transfer of money  SUPPORT.  While this is a good concept, it is highly Passed Michigan Senate.
 from a county’s general fund to the county  unlikely that many, if any, counties will have a surplus Referred to the House
 road fund, if there is a surplus of funds.  of money in the general fund to be transferred. Committee on Transportation.

SB 1442 A bill to allow money from the 2002  SUPPORT OR OPPOSE based on fi nal language of the bill. Passed the Senate Committee
 Clean Water Bond Proposal to be used for  MITA supports a reasonable amount of money to be on Natural Resources and
 brownfi eld redevelopment since the  spent from the fund to clean up brownfi elds in Environmental Affairs and now
 program has effectively run out of money  exchange for guarantees of additional funds being pending on the Senate fl oor.
 to complete their projects. spent on sewer projects as well.   

SB 1443 A bill tie-barred to SB1442 that would  SUPPORT.  Additional grant funds in the Strategic Water Passed the Senate Committee
 provide $40 million in up front grants to  Quality Initiatives Grant Program would give fi nancial on Natural Resources and
 municipalities for pre-engineering project  incentives to encourage more municipalities to undertake Environmental Affairs and now
 costs for sewer projects. The bill would  sewage and stormwater treatment projects.  MITA has pending on the  Senate fl oor.
 create the SRF Advisory Committee to  been working on crafting this legislation for over a year.
 evaluate Part 53 and make 
 recommendations for long-term 
 funding solutions.   

HB 4117 A bill to create the False Claims Act by  OPPOSE. Dramatically increase fi nes against unscrupulous Passed the State House and
 which private citizens, the state attorney  contractors who overcharge government agencies referred to the Senate
 general, or authorized persons representing  but also creates additional contractor liability in cases Committee on Judiciary.
 local governments could bring an action  of inaccurate project estimates. 
 against a person or entity who committed 
 fraud against the state or a local government.

HB 4252 A bill to provide for the creation of toll  SUPPORT.  Michigan could create HOV lanes that include Referred to the Michigan
 lanes from existing lanes in highly  tolls as a way to increase revenue and lower congestion. House Committee on
 congested urban areas.   Transportation.  
   Stalled in Committee.

Legislative 
Update
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BILL SUMMARY  MITA POSITION STATUS
HB 4961 A bill to provide for public-private  SUPPORT.  Allows for greater private sector participation Passed the State House and
 transportation facilities and to authorize  in the delivery and fi nancing of transportation projects. referred to the Senate
 public-private agreements.  Committee on Transportation.

HB 5074 A bill to earmark a percentage of state’s  NEUTRAL.  While a reconfi guration of the state’s sales tax Referred to the State House
 sale tax to deposit into a Priority Now!   would be helpful, the state is not likely to change the Committee on Transportation. 
 Fund to be used solely for road  constitution to redirect money for schools and local Stalled in the Committee. 
 construction, maintenance and repair.   governments to roads.   

HB 5075 A bill to create the Priority Now! Fund NEUTRAL. For the same reasons stated above. Referred to the State House   
   Committee on Transportation.   
   Stalled in the Committee.

HB 5768 A bill to increase the tax rate on gasoline  SUPPORT.   Provides for a sustainable funding solution Referred to the State House
 and diesel fuel. for Michigan’s Infrastructure. Committee on Transportation. 

HB 5769 A bill to increase the tax rate on diesel fuel  SUPPORT.  Would increase the fuel tax rate to equal the Referred to the State House
 consumed by interstate motor carriers  rates proposed in HB 5768, bringing it in line with Committee on Transportation.
 in Michigan. Michigan residents.  

HB 5770 The bill provides for the disposition of the  SUPPORT.  Would allow more of the funds to directly Referred to the State House
 additional revenue generated by the  support infrastructure funding. Committee on Transportation.
 increased fuel rates proposed above.   

HB 5897 The bill would increase vehicle registration  SUPPORT.  This would provide a sustainable revenue Referred to the State House
 fees for roads. source for infrastructure funding.  However, it cannot be  Committee on Transportation.
  the sole change for increasing revenue. Is currently stalled in the   
   House. 

HB 6155 This bill would require, in instances where  NEUTRAL.  More information is needed on the purpose Referred to the House
 an environmental impact statement is  and impact the reporting requirements would have on the Committee on Transportation.  
 required, that MDOT enter into a project, community and contractor.
 community benefi ts agreement with the 
 local unit of government where the project 
 is located.

HB 6230 This bill would not allow MDOT to enter into  OPPOSE.  Does not support public-private partnership Referred to the House
 a public-private partnership agreement  agreements, which provides another avenue of Committee on Transportation.
 where tolling is required on a road that did  infrastructure funding.
 not permit tolling prior to June 1, 2009.   

HB 6342 This bill allows local units of government  OPPOSE. Such a move would translate into a $500 billion Referred to the House
 to provide the $84 federal match because  cut to the MDOT system, as the federal aid would be Committee on Transportation.
 MDOT doesn’t have suffi cient resources.   redirected to the locals. Rather than attempting to 
  come up with new money for the MDOT system, this bill 
  forces the state to forego the federal match.

HB 6398 This bill would provide for a specifi c tax  SUPPORT.  The bill would redirect the responsibility of Referred to the State House
 on motor fuel by certain counties. transportation funding from the state government and  Committee on Transportation. 
  would place that responsibility on to each individual county. 
  Support the concept of providing local units of government 
  with their own gas tax. 
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commentommentDirector of 
Technical Services 

Doug Needham, P.E.

In preparation for this article, I refl ected on my 
notes from the past couple months and looked 
for commonly occurring issues in Michigan’s 

underground and heavy highway construction 
industry.  This past summer has certainly been 
fi lled with a barrage of complications ranging 
from utility delays, claims, prevailing wage com-
pliance, 2010 MDOT spec book review, MDNRE 
citations, ADA compliance, searching for project 
advertisements, prompt pay, specifi cation prob-
lems, project administration, responses to prebid 
questions, and countless others.  However, amidst 
a list of these problems arose a common positive 
theme.  That theme was an increased reliance on 
key solutions developed by MITA members for 
the Michigan’s construction industry. 

By now, the MITA Ads website should be a 
“hot link” in your toolbox for fi nding public and 
private work opportunities not let through the 
MDOT system. The concept for this website was 
based on a suggestion of a MITA member who 
became frustrated searching multiple sites for 
public and private projects not let through the 
MDOT system. This statewide website ensures 
that MITA members are informed, real time, of 
project advertisements. MITA Ads was developed 
to inform contractors of project postings via email 
the instant they are placed on the website by the 
owner agency.  Since its inception in 2009, over 
500 private and public projects have been posted 
on the website.  If you are not familiar with the 

MITA Members Help Develop 
Key Solutions for the Industry

Continues on pg.38
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User Input Continues to Guide FieldManager® 
Contractor Software Development
By Chad Schafer, Info Tech, Inc. 

Use of the FieldManager Contractor application continues to 
grow and the regular input from the user community ensures 
that the software is meeting the needs of contractors.   Since 

the initial release in March of 2009, multiple releases have been issued 
that have addressed contractor feedback. This includes features such as 
DBE tracking, labor and equipment unit prices, exports to accounting 
systems, and additional reporting, just to name a few. The most recent 
release of the application, issued in August of 2010, also featured several 
contractor-requested upgrades, including an enhancement that allows 
contractors to track additional subcontractor earnings for work that it is 
not directly related to specifi c bid items. 

A survey of FieldManager Contractor users conducted in mid-
2010 revealed that user satisfaction is high. Most of the users of the 
FieldManager Contractor software previously were users of the 
FieldManager Read-Only application. When asked about the benefi ts of 
migrating to FieldManager Contractor, comments included the ability to 
manipulate data, to track the contractor’s quantities next to the owner’s, 
to print subcontractor forms and create subcontractor payment reports.

“FM Contractor allows me to easily import bid details from our Bid 

Express fi le, assign line items to subcontractors, and input subcontractor 
bid prices, bonds and dues, and other essential considerations,” said 
Brandie Meisner, of M & M Excavating in Gaylord, Mich.   “After 
receipt of each Pay Voucher from MDOT, I verify a draft version of the 
Subcontractor Pay Voucher and simply generate the report.  The result is 
a reduction in administration of Subcontractor payments.”

Survey respondents also indicated that the value of the migration to 
the FieldManager Contractor software was identifi ed as error reduction, 
time savings, and the ability to identify issues sooner, thus increasing cash 
fl ow. A 100 percent of those surveyed agreed that they would recommend 
the FieldManager Contractor application to their peers.

Since the initial release of the FieldManager Contractor software 
in March of 2009, user feedback has been overwhelmingly positive, 
projections on implementations have been greatly exceeded, and interest 
from state agencies outside of Michigan is growing. Info Tech, Inc., the 
developer of the FieldManager suite of products, is excited to continue to 
improve this product by working directly with MITA and the contracting 
community to meet the construction administration of contractors.

Continues on pg.38
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More Regulations 
Coming

Many new rules will be invading the Construction Safety 
Standards Part 10 Lifting and Digging Equipment has been 
the cause of many, many meetings. For those that don’t 

remember, MIOSHA regulations need to be as effective as federal 
Regulations. Thus, changes at the federal level have thrust Michigan into 
a position where something had to be done. The simple fi x would simply 
be to adopt what is proposed at the federal level; however, to give credit 
where credit is due, MIOSHA will give the industry an opportunity to 
tweak or write alternative standards via committees. 

MITA has been involved for the last two years with the development 
of regulations regarding Certifi ed Crane Operators, Qualifi ed Riggers 
and Signal Person Training, which are now nearing completion from 
the committee and will be sent on for review in draft form. It would be 
premature at this point to publish or distribute the draft due to the fact 
that so many things could change between now and time that they become 
fi nal rules. Suffi ce to say though that many new training requirements 
will face the industry. Keep reading for a brief synopsis of interesting 
facets of the proposed rules. 

Continues on pg.39
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Dear Rob:

MIOSHA would like to thank MITA for purchasing 10,000 

Work Safe...Be Safe tattoos.  I have to say that I wasn’t quite 

sure how you were going to respond to the tattoo idea–but you 

just stepped right up!  Well, the tattoos were a big hit!  MIOSHA 

staff passed them out at the Michigan Safety Conference, the 

Safety Patrol Picnic and the Michigan Safety Career Day.  The 

kids, young adults and even the older adults loved them.  It’s 

amazing that we already went through almost 10,000 tattoos 

since March.

I have always enjoyed working with you and Pat Brown 

during the regular course of business, and it’s so nice to work 

together on something as simple as tattoos.  Thank you again 

for purchasing the tattoos and also for your willingness to help 

promote safety and health during MIOSHA’s 35th anniversary.

Patty Meyer

CSHD Safety Manager

MIOSHA

Dear Pat:

Thank you for the very thorough and professional safety 

inspection that you provided for our Lansing CSP project.  

The pictures were very helpful and tying them in with the 

inspection checklist is a great method of communicating your 

observations.

It is always helpful to have an extra set of eyes on our 

projects.  Having MITA assist us with safety concerns gives 

credibility to our goal of creating a culture of safety for all of 

our projects.

Rob De Ward

Kamminga & Roodvoets

Dear Pat:

Thank you for the review and comments (on the mining 

safety issue).  I just wanted to make sure I wasn’t missing 

something obvious.  Another example of fantastic support 

from MITA.  Thank you!

Jim Zalud

President

The Isabella Corporation

Gary M. Blanck, CPA

Letters 
to MITA Continued from pg. 9

you said itd itsaid isaid i
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IMLAY CITY, MI 48444 • PHONE: 810-724-8200

Pavement Recycling: In-Place
Asphalt Pulverizing
Base Stabilizing
 • Asphalt
 • Cement
 • Lime 

Gary VanHevel
President

MITA
In the News

THE DETROIT NEWS: 

Wanted: good roads; Success of 
ballot issues for roads indicate public’s 
appetite for improved highways
September 8, 2010 

Backers of increased taxes for road repairs have been tout-
ing the results of the Aug. 3 primary election. From nearly two-
thirds to more than three-fourths of local transportation millage 
requests were approved, depending on whether you’re talking 
about millage continuations or increases.

Evidence from the primary, indicating that Michiganians do 
value good transportation, should help lawmakers buck up the 
courage to fi x the road funding problem with a fuel tax increase 
recommended by a coalition of business, labor, public interest 
and local government leaders.

Voters on Aug. 3 approved 115 of 136 local government road 
repair millage requests (85 percent), according to the Michigan 
Transportation Team, a coalition of business and labor groups. 

Tax increases to maintain and improve local roads were ap-
proved on 29 of 48 local ballots (60 percent). The nonpartisan 
Center for Michigan says taxpayers’ support for local road 
projects was exceeded only by their backing of tax requests 
for fi re protection. 

Of course, election results always are subject to parti-
san spin. Interpreting them is more of an art than a science. 
Voters base their decisions on such variables as cost, the de-
sirability of specifi c projects that are being proposed and how 
much they trust their local offi cials to handle money wisely. 

Still, politicians in Lansing now can gain some encour-
agement as they contemplate what must be done. Without an 
increase in road revenues for the state budget that will take 
effect Oct. 1, Michigan will fall $84 million short of what’s 
needed to attract all of the federal transportation money 
available to the state. A number of important road and bridge 
repair projects will be shelved and that will be a signifi cant 
setback for the state’s sustained effort to improve its trans-
portation system over the last several years. At stake is $475 
million in federal matching money. 

Michigan’s gasoline tax is 19 cents per gallon. Its diesel 
fuel tax is 15 cents per gallon. What has been proposed is a 
gradual increase in the gasoline tax to 28 cents a gallon over 
the next three years, accompanied by a gradual boost of the 
diesel fuel tax to the same per-gallon total. Whether the tax 
should ultimately go that high is a separate question. But an 
increase is necessary to give this state a sustainable highway 
improvement program. 

Some will note that Michigan also imposes its 6 cents per 
dollar sales tax on fuel, but most of the revenue collected 
from that is used for K-12 school aid. 

Certainly, any increase in the gasoline tax should be ac-
companied by a change in the distribution formula of the tax 
revenues. Heavily-traveled highways in the Metro Detroit 
area have been shortchanged for years. 

Tax hikes are unpleasant but sometimes necessary. It’s im-
portant to remember these are user taxes, tied directly to fuel 
consumption by those driving to work or outings up north. 
Raising it to improve Michigan’s roads is an investment in the 
state’s future -- one that will pay off by attracting new busi-
nesses and more visitors. 
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HOLLAND SENTINEL LETTER - 

Petroleum industry lobbyist’s fi gures on 
gas tax were fl awed
September 6, 2010 

Lansing, MI - The viewpoint from Mark Griffi n of the 
Michigan Petroleum Association, “Voters should decide how to 
fund state road repair” (Sentinel, Tuesday, Aug. 31), contained 
misleading mathematics. Michigan does not have one of the 
highest gas taxes in the country. In fact, we are in the bottom 
half of states, having been frozen at 19 cents per gallon for over 
10 years. It’s Michigan’s sales tax, which goes to schools rather 
than roads, that the writer includes in his calculations, thus in-
fl ating the fi gure substantially.

For purposes of explaining to voters how we rank in fuel 
taxes, the petroleum industry lobbyist includes sales tax in 
his calculations. Then, when he calculates that an 8-cent gas 
tax boost would represent a 40 percent increase in gas taxes, 
he leaves sales taxes out of the calculations. The sleight-of-
hand trick is designed to confuse 
Michigan voters.

Mr. Griffi n suggests that we 
should get rid of the state gas 
and diesel taxes and replace them 
with a 1 percent increase in the 
state sales tax. Such a plan would 
do nothing to increase critically 
needed state road funding, as the 
cut in revenues would roughly 
be the same as the increase. But 
it certainly would provide a nice 
windfall tax break to Big Oil.

Mike Nystrom
Executive Vice President
Michigan Infrastructure and 
Transportation Association
Okemos

LANSING STATE JOURNAL 

Editorial: Road 
impasse indicts 
Legislature’s skill
August 31, 2010 

The Michigan Legislature is 

taking its talent for farce to “Monty Python” levels. It remains 
a possibility that the Legislature will fail to come up with a 
reasonable method to raise about $85 million for road work, 
thereby unlocking $475 million in additional federal aid. 

Do lawmakers take hovercraft to the Capitol? That’s the 
only way they can possibly not realize that Michigan needs lots 
of money for its transportation grid. Oh, and the state could 
benefi t from some road construction jobs, too.

This problem has lingered for months - time lawmakers 
preferred to spend campaigning rather than working at the 
Capitol.

Before taking most of the summer off, the House and 
Senate each enacted their own plan for the $85 million. The 
Democratic House said it would use general fund money, re-
gardless of the fact that the general fund is in defi cit. Republican 
critics, such as Rep. Paul Opsommer of DeWitt, have feasted 
on that point.

The Republican Senate’s plan is more specifi c, if no more 

Visit the news section of www.mi-ita.com to read entire stories.

Continues on pg.41
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MITA Members
at Work

Kalamazoo River Oil Spill Cleanup
On Monday, July 26, the pipeline company, Enbridge Energy 

Partners LLP (Enbridge), reported that a 30-inch pipeline belonging 
to Enbridge burst in Marshall, Mich. The company estimates over 
800,000 gallons of crude oil leaked into Talmadge Creek, a waterway 
that feeds the Kalamazoo River. 

MITA issued a Member Voice asking members to let us know 
if they have been involved in the cleanup, and then we asked them 
questions about their involvement. The companies were prohibited 
from taking photos, and most of the photos printed here are courtesy 
of the EPA.

The following is a list of those who responded affi rmatively to 
our Member Voice, and also a few companies were able to provide 
details of their involvement on the project in time for publication 
in this magazine. 

Corrigan Oil Co.
www.corriganoil.com

They provided fuel for Young’s Environmental,  and had three 
tanks on-site. Young’s allowed other vendors the use of the fuel 
and tanks. Corrigan started providing fuel in the beginning of July.  
The challenges have been  to make sure no one runs out of fuel, 
according to Scott Weaver. With a 24/7 operation, he said, “It’s 
sometimes hard to keep a handle on how much fuel consumption 
everyone will use.  The rewards are being involved with Corrigan 
Oil that can provide a service to the contractors that are involved in 
cleaning up site.”

Rain for Rent
www.rainforrent.com

M.L. Chartier, Inc.
www.michartier.com

E.T. MacKenzie Company
www.mackenzieco.com

Their trucks were loaded by Minnesota Pipeline and then 
dumped into containment cells where the contents are tested 
and mixed in sand and/or straw to make it more solid and non-
hazardous.

Quick Fuel
www.quickfuel.com

Badger Daylighting
www.badgerinc.com

Interstate Sealant and Concrete
www.interstatesealant.com

Pro-Tec Equipment Inc.
www.pro-tecequipment.com

Utility Contracting Company, Inc.
www.utility-contracting.com

Mersino Dewatering 
www.mersino.com

Mersino Dewatering worked at the oil spill site August 2.
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Grand Rapids Sanitary 
Sewer Line

Pro-Tec Equipment provided photos (adjacent) of a Lowe 
Construction Project in Grand Rapids.  Lowe is working 20 feet 
deep, doing jack and bore to install a new sanitary sewer line.  All 
told, Lowe will end up using four different Pro-Tec Slide Rail 
systems to complete the project, which is adjacent to a pond, 
apartment complex and clubhouse.

I-94 Bridge Project
www.inspecsol.com

Inspecsol Engineering recently completed cofferdam design 
services and pile dynamic analysis (PDA) for the I-94 bridges over 
the Belle River in St. Clair County, Mich.  The Michigan Department 
of Transportation (MDOT) project consisted of complete removal 
and replacement of east and west bound traffi c on I-94 with average 
daily count of 13,200 vehicles in each direction.  The bridges are 
3-span prestressed concrete box beams.  The center pier footings 
are 10 feet below the riverbed elevation.  All foundations are 
supported on steel H-piles.  The MDOT Port Huron TSC provided 
oversight during construction.

Dan’s Excavating Inc. (DEI), was the prime contractor and 
hired Inspecsol to provide professional engineering design for the 
four cofferdams at the center piers 
and for PDA services on the 12 test 
piles as specifi ed in the contract 
documents.  DEI is a contractor 
member of MITA.

Inspecsol worked closely with 
DEI to develop a staged construction 
of each cofferdam that allowed an 
accelerated demolition schedule of 
the existing piers.  The analysis and 
design also allowed DEI to drive the 
foundation piles 
within the west 
bound bridge 
cofferdams in a 
dry condition, 
even though 10 
to 12 feet below 
river level.  This 
resulted in time 
saved from the 
schedule. The dry 

cofferdam also allowed for shorter lengths of test and production 
piles, which in this case eliminated pile splices, another cost and 
time savings.

Inspecsol completed the PDA on 12 test piles; six for each 
bridge.  Using wireless gauges with radio frequency communication 
to the data box eliminated wires hanging from the piles and within 
the pile leads.  The wireless gauges also provided a safer work 
environment for Inspecsol’s site engineer.  DEI was operating with 
two work shift crews during the project.  Inspecsol was often able 
to complete a test pile during the day shift, and send the Inspectors 
Chart with drive criteria for the night shift to install production 
piles.  The pre-drive Wave Equation Analysis of Piles (WEAP) was 
often within fi ve percent of the calibrated WEAP analysis based on 
the measured hammer energies and other data collected during the 
test piles.

Inspecsol Engineering, Inc., located in Plymouth, Mich., 
provides geotechnical engineering, design services, vibration 
monitoring, construction testing and pile dynamic analysis (PDA) 
services.  Together with their parent company, Inspec-Sol Inc., they 
are over 650 people serving clients throughout the United States 

and Canada.

MITA    cross-section 35F A L L  |  2 0 1 0



A s s o c i a t e
Construction Engineering Technology

B a c h e l o r ’s
Architectural Engineering

(combined bachelor’s and master’s programs)
Civil Engineering
Construction Management
Engineering Technology

M a s t e r ’s
Civil Engineering
Construction Engineering Management
Engineering Management

Explore over 100 undergraduate, master’s, and doctoral programs in Colleges of
Architecture and Design, Arts and Sciences, Engineering, and Management.

Lawrence Technological University
21000 West Ten Mile Road
Southfield, MI 48075-1058  
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owner receives on future projects will decrease, and that owner 
may pay more than their neighboring communities for similar 
types of projects.  Construction companies who might benefi t 
from a “local preference” provision in some instances, are often 
less supportive of the concept when they encounter the “fences” 
a neighboring community has built by the inclusion of a “local 
preference” provision in its’ public works bidding documents.

MITA’s answer to this apparent social and economic dilemma 
is the competitive bidding process. It is universally understood 
that the principle goals of the competitive bidding process are to 
provide the public with the best quality construction at the lowest 
price, and to guard against corruption, favoritism and abuse of 
discretion in public works contracting.  In response to those elected 
local offi cials who may question this answer and its relationship 
to a tangible benefi t for their constituents and communities, we 
would cite the recent year successes of the letting practices of the 
Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT).  

MDOT is required by federal regulation and state law to “let” 
its’ public works projects on a competitive bid basis.  In recent 
years MDOT has, and continues today to experience increased 
competition for its’ projects that has resulted in low bids that are 
often well below their engineers estimate.  In any given year these 
low bid dollar savings are rolled up and “reinvested” in additional 
competitively bid MDOT projects that provide additional 
economic opportunities for the companies and Michigan residents 
that make their living in the heavy construction industry.  

Local units of government, who competitively bid their 
projects without a “local preference” provision that is viewed 
as anticompetitive, may experience like levels of increased 
competition with similar low bid dollar savings that they could 
in turn ”reinvest” in additional public works projects that would 
provide additional economic opportunities and benefi t for their 
local constituents.

At MITA we will maintain and continue our advocacy for the 
competitive bidding process by encouraging all owner agencies to 
openly solicit bids for projects, conduct the analysis of all submitted 
bid proposals in a consistent, fair, and unbiased manner, and award 
projects to the lowest, responsive, and responsible bidder.

To contact Glenn Bukoski, P.E., e-mail him at 
glennbukoski@mi-ita.com or call 517-347-8336.       

generating silica-containing dust away from other employees.
 (ii) Natural ventilation.
On the topic of MIOSHA inspections, MITA is fi elding call after 

call from contractors being inspected “more then normal”.  Well, the 
fortunate news is you have work in Michigan.  The unfortunate news 
is that if you have work in Michigan, chances of being inspected are 
better then ever.  MIOSHA is working overtime via a grant from the 
federal government – seems nobody wants an accident particularly on an 
ARRA funded jobsite. MITA’s best advice is to always be prepared for an 
inspection.  This is best accomplished by ensuring employees are trained 
in the jobs they perform and know the rules that apply to those jobs. To 
add to the mix there are many new safety offi cers in the fi eld that may not 
be as seasoned as some of their predecessors, which will always cause a 
small amount of confusion. 

Please remember, as the construction season comes to an end, that 
MITA offers numerous training options during the winter months.  All-
trades, trenching, excavating and shoring, confi ned space, OSHA 10 and 
30 hour, fi rst aid and CPR just to name a few.  If you need a class that is 
not offered, MITA will fi nd a way to accommodate you.  

For more information,contact Pat Brown by e-mail at 
patrickbrown@mi-ita.com or call 517-347-8336.

Vice President of Engineering 
Services Comment Continued from pg. 21

Director of Safety & Workforce 
Development Comment Continued from pg. 22

Industry Reception.  Do yourself a favor and  invest in your 
future by sending your key individuals to an opportunity they 
will not forget. 

To contact Rob Coppersmith, e-mail him at 
robcoppersmith@mi-ita.com or call the 

MITA offi ce at 517-347-8336.

Vice President of Membership 
Services Comment  Continued from pg. 20
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Getting the job done and sleeping soundly just got easier. With the new 
partnership of Volvo Construction Equipment and Alta Equipment 
Company, you can now buy some of the most fuel-efficient machines in the 
industry from a dealer committed to service. Work hard and rest easy knowing 
Alta is behind you.

Visit Alta Equipment Company now to learn more – and see for yourself 
how we will help you reach greater profits through lower operating costs.

Battle Creek
269-965-1269

East Detroit 
586-716-2982

Grand Rapids
616-878-7450

Kentwood
616-698-2960

Lansing
517-272-5033

Metro Detroit 
248-356-5200

Muskegon
231-798-8754

Romulus
734-641-8238

Saginaw
989-752-9400

Sterling Heights
586-977-6000

Wixom
248-449-6700

Zeeland 
616-748-4108

WORK HARD.
REST EASY.

www.altaconstructionequipment.com



Providing:Providing:
• Full service traffi c control• Full service traffi c control
• Temporary and permanent signing• Temporary and permanent signing
• Equipment rental and sales• Equipment rental and sales
• Message and arrow boards• Message and arrow boards

We have a solid reputation for providing We have a solid reputation for providing 
outstanding service and reliability.  And, outstanding service and reliability.  And, 
we have quickly become the company we have quickly become the company 
of choice for bridge scoping lane and of choice for bridge scoping lane and 
shoulder closures.shoulder closures.

Michigan’s reliable traffi c safety Michigan’s reliable traffi c safety 
specialists for over 25 years.specialists for over 25 years.

Contact us today! 
Phone: 517.372.1291 
Fax: 517.694.6123
E-mail: 
info@capitolbarricading.com
Offi ces in Mid-Michigan

CAPITOL BARRICADING, INC.CAPITOL BARRICADING, INC.

MDOT DBE MDOT DBE 
Certifi edCertifi ed

website, visit www.mitaads.com.
FieldManager Contractor is another MITA member initiated tool.  

The idea behind FieldManager Contractor was to create a program 
to alleviate the tedious tasks of contract administration.  Prior to any 
code being written, the software developers worked with and listened 
to MITA members to gather general information along with recurring 
problems that exist with project tracking.  After that input was received 
and compiled, FieldManager Contractor was created and released in 
March 2009.  Since then, this software has grown to include additional 
time and cost saving features.  The features offered by this program are 
too long to list but some of the highlights are: creates discrepancy reports 
comparing the owner agency contract with your working copy; compares 
owner agency quantities placed vs. your quantity placed; creates daily 
progress discrepancy reports by item; allows for you to assign contract 
items to different contractors or split them among multiple contractors; 
calculates a subcontractor total dollar amount; tracks contract DBE 
commitments; imports Expedite Bid (.ebs) fi le; tracks daily revenue, 
costs of personnel, and equipment using the Foreman’s Daily Report 
functionality; determines amount due to subcontractors based on items 
placed; and exports personnel, equipment and subcontractor earnings to 
an accounting system. For more information about this MITA member 
created program, refer to page 29.

Thanks to MITA members speaking out during MITA/MDOT 
Quarterly meetings, it is now common practice for the posting of 
contractor inquiries to the MDOT website letting system.  Electronic 
posting of inquiries has proven to increase MDOTs accountability and 
response timeliness.  This relatively new system allows for MDOT to 
track response timelines and the number of unanswered inquiries.  
MDOT has informed MITA that since its inception both the response 
timelines and number of responses have improved.

Michigan’s heavy highway construction industry has been plagued 
with a multitude of issues over the past few years.  I can confi dently say 
that over the next few years another multitude of issues will surface.  
However, with the forward thinking and great suggestions provided by 
MITA members, I’m sure that these issues will also be addressed.  If you 
have a recurring problem or a suggestion on ways to improve Michigan’s 
heavy/highway construction industry, give MITA a call.  Your ideas and 
comments will make an impact.   

To contact Doug Needham, e-mail 
him at douglasneedham@mi-ita.com 

or call 517-347-8336.     

The software development methodology for FieldManager 
Contractor is simple: ask contractors to guide the process. With 
direct input from contractors like you about your workfl ows, 
issues, and pain points, Info Tech has been able to develop a 
system that truly meets your business needs and will continue 
to grow. 

Info Tech is poised to continue to enhance FieldManager 
Contractor to meet your needs. Contactors will always have 
the opportunity to prioritize features for future releases.  
FieldManager Contractor has truly been developed by 
contractors, for contractors. Info Tech would like to thank the 
contractors who have been so willing to contribute their time to 
helping us understand your workfl ows and business processes.  
Please contact our development team to share your thoughts at 
customer.support@infotechfl .com. 

Director of Technical Services Comment 
Continued from pg. 28

User Input Continues to Guide 
FieldManager® Contractor 
Software Development

Continued from pg. 29
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Brilliant engineering solutions - delivered daily.

NTH Consultants, Ltd.
Infrastructure Engineering
and Environmental Services

(800) 736-6842
www.nthconsultants.com

Construction Related Engineering Services 
 •  Vibration Monitoring
 •  Value Engineering
 •  Temporary Shoring/Support Design
 •  Design-Build Engineering
 •  Foundation Investigation/Design
 •  AASHTO Accredited Laboratory
 •  Construction Engineering & Testing
 •  Envirnomental Testing & Design
 •  Geophysical investigations
 •  Subsurface Utility Engineering

EverydayBrilliance

MITA members E.T. MacKenzie Company and Airport Lighting, 
LCC, helped make the press conference for the 811 number 
a big success.  The press conference was held in Dimondale, 

Mich., on August 11. These two MITA members were involved in 
the installation of two power poles in the village of Dimondale, which 
will ultimately supply power to a pavilion for use by residents. 811 is a 
nationwide number that everyone should call before they dig.   

MISS DIG 811 Number 
Press Conference

Certifi ed Crane Operators (CCO’s) 
MITA’s position on this was pretty simple: limit the scope 

of the additional training required to cranes only, which, thus 
far, has been accomplished. The changes regarding this area 
were fueled by many high profi le crane accidents a few years 
ago. It put the spotlight on crane operators and drew into 
question how well they were trained. The mission was to put 
into place a system that would try and guarantee that all crane 
operators are trained to a level that would limit the chances 
of an accident –raising the bar so to speak. This process will 
be simple for the union side of the construction industry. 
The Operators Local 324 is way ahead of the curve and have 
already implemented a CCO program. The non-union side 
will need to search out a credible program to help keep them 
up to speed. MITA will be there to help assist members in 
meeting those needs. 

Qualifi ed Riggers and Signal Person Training
While separate issues can be discussed as one,  if you 

train an operator regarding these issues it becomes painfully 
clear that the people rigging a load and signaling the operator 
should also be trained to a similar level. It would be hard 
to argue that the person sending the signals to the operator 
would require less training. MITA’s mission here was simple 
regarding rigging; a person should only have to be trained 
to the complexity of the load they are going to be involved 
with regarding a lift. For example, an underground crew that 
installs pipe would or should not require the same amount 
or as in depth training that people involved with cranes 
or multiple cranes might require. So if the proposed rules 
go through, rigging classes could take on a different shape 
depending on the type of work. 

The same cannot be said for Signal Person Training, 
yet another chapter has been written in the simple made 
complex. During the development of this regulation the 
word experienced was debated for about six hours. In the end 
your signal people will have to be trained by an “experienced” 
signal person but an independent party must verify that the 
training was proper. Chances are that most will just use the 
independent party for both facets of training. 

In the end in my opinion the Michigan rules as written 
will mirror reality more than the federal rules and have a 
little more common sense written in them. As with all new 
regulations comes a bit of apprehension, mixed with a hint 
of anger (because not many of us like to be told what to 
do) followed up by training and then compliance, with the 
ultimate of keeping your work force safer. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to call Rob Coppersmith, MITA’s 
vice president of membership services, at 517-347-8336.

More Regulations Coming

Continued from pg. 30

MITA    cross-section 39F A L L  |  2 0 1 0



Some people wait for things to happen and others 
makes things happen.  Jim Shea, co-owner of P.K. 
Contracting, Inc. easily fi ts into the latter category.  

Having established P.K. Contracting, a pavement marking 
company, with his brother, Chris Shea, in 1977, with one 
location, and watching it grow under their direction and 
leadership into a major industry leader with four Michigan 
offi ces and one Florida offi ce, is confi rmation that Jim is a 
person “who gets things done.”

Launching into a new business, Jim encountered setbacks 
and design/development issues for equipment and materials. 
Instead of hoping for new and innovative equipment and 
materials, Jim decided he could develop, invent and modify 
the equipment he needed better than anyone else and 
undertook numerous projects that resulted in better striping 
equipment and overall costs savings for each project.  The 
proof of the success of these inventions can be seen as early 
as 1978 (one year after starting P.K. Contracting) when Jim 
modifi ed the Binks Model 21 paint gun to increase striping 
speed while maintaining the required applied line quality 
and as currently as 2008, when Jim designed and fabricated 
a double box grinder using a PTO drive that eliminated the 
need for an auxiliary power plant and incorporated a bed 
with lift gate that allowed for material transport. 

Over the years, Jim has had many opportunities to watch 
and learn the dynamics of business. Very early on he learned 
the importance of getting involved.  Over the years, Jim has 
become very active in observing and interacting with his 
elected offi cials.   He has had numerous meetings with state 
legislators as well as members of Michigan’s Congress on the 
issue of Michigan’s infrastructure funding.  Overall Jim 

has found each legislator to be, “open to listening to new 
data and new information.” During one legislator meeting, 
he recalls being told “we keep taking these hard votes that 
don’t actually solve the problem.  Why don’t we swallow the 
big pill and make a real funding fi x?” For Jim it is important 
to be involved in the process because “In the 37 some years 
that I’ve been in the business, I haven’t seen highway funding 
done right and things in the industry have gone down.”  He 
has a real passion for wanting to see P.K. Contracting keep 
going and for keeping his employees employed.  

Taking the same innovation he has shown in P.K. 
Contracting and applying it in the legislative area, Jim has 
now decided to take action to help other members reach 
their legislators and voice their concerns and issues about 
Michigan infrastructure in a relatively easy and effortless 
manner.  Jim believes, “it is time for a fundamental change in 
perception on how the highway system is funded.”  Investing 
his own and his wife, Linda’s time, resources, and more time 
and also by working with a computer programming company, 
Jim has worked closely with MITA to develop a mass mailing 
e-mail program for employees of the road construction 
industry.  The program will allow each enrolled person to fi ll 
in some basic information and generate a pre-written letter 
to their state legislators.  Initially, the letters are written 
urging state legislators to invest in Michigan’s infrastructure.   
Over time, these pre-written letters may be modifi ed to 
refl ect the current needs of the MITA members.

For those enrolled individuals that would like to “add” 
a little more to their letter, the program Jim developed will 
allow for modifi cations to the letters as well.  The program is 

Member Outreach 
Spotlight

Continues on pg.54
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appealing. The Senate voted to raid existing highway programs. 
Nearly $50 million would be stripped from maintenance and 
another $26 million would be pulled from a fund designed to 
help build roads tied to economic development projects.

Back in May, a huge business-labor coalition advocating for 
a better transportation policy rightly labeled the Senate’s plan 
a “rob Peter to pay Paul” affair. They argued that one of the 
cuts actually could hamper efforts to, you guessed it, gain other 
federal matching dollars.

The Drive MI campaign has for years been trying to ex-
plain to the Legislature that Michigan’s system of road fund-
ing is inadequate. Fuel tax revenue is falling, which makes it 
impossible for the state to maximize federal matching dollars. 
With economic conditions uncertain and fuel economy fi gures 
rising, fuel tax revenue won’t rebound. The coalition, therefore, 
argues for new funding, such as with an increase in the fuel-tax 
rate.

With the deadline to approve a 2011 state budget just a 
month away, the Senate strategy seems to be to argue that the 
late hour means only its plan remains viable. Left unsaid, of 
course, is why legislators chose not to work on a compromise 
in, say, June.

Also left unsaid: What does Michigan do next year when it 
fi nds itself short of the dollars needed to acquire all available 
federal help?

Not even this Legislature is in-
ept enough to get to Oct. 1 without 
the money. Lawmakers will throw 
something together and congratulate 
themselves as they return to the cam-
paign trail.

Voters shouldn’t let them off that 
easy.

LANSING STATE JOURNAL: 

Michigan needs 
solution to get $475M 
in road funds, $84M 
needed by Oct. 1 to 
land federal match
August 25, 2010 

Months ago, state lawmakers 
agreed it is critical to fi nd $84 million 
so the state won’t lose a massive fed-
eral match to fi x its crumbling roads.

Today, Democrats and Republicans remain miles apart on 
a way to secure that $475 million in federal funding. And the 
road ahead seems bumpy as they face an Oct. 1 deadline to pass 
a new state budget.

Failure is not an option, some lawmakers say.
“It would be absolutely crazy to let that (federal money) 

go,” said Rep. Joan Bauer, D-Lansing, a member of the House 
Appropriations Committee. “We need to come up with some 
kind of compromise with the Senate so we don’t leave that 
money on the table.”

A few weeks ago, state transportation offi cials were so un-
sure of the funding that they removed dozens of scheduled 
roads projects from lists provided to metropolitan planning or-
ganizations statewide. The affected local projects next year are 
the resurfacing of M-43, between Williamston and M-52, and 
repairs to rest area facilities along U.S. 127 in Ingham County.
Delays possible

Bill Shreck, spokesman for the Michigan Department of 
Transportation, said the agency is hoping to restore the proj-
ects once the funding issue is resolved. Even a few weeks delay 
in getting the funding could postpone project start dates next 
year, he said.

“We can’t assume we have the funding until we have it,” 
Shreck said. “This is the fi rst time in our memory we haven’t 
been able to match our federal aid.”

Continues on pg.50
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Project Name:
Dobie Road over Red Cedar River, Ingham County

Project Description:
Removal of existing structure, construction of a 
pre-stressed, post-tensioned concrete box beam 
bridge, retaining walls, placing riprap and related 
approach work.

Project Owner:
Ingham County Road Commission

Project Prime Contractor:
J.E. Kloote Contracting, Inc.

Major Subcontractors:
American Asphalt
C & D Hughes, Inc.
Eastlund Concrete
Fence Consultants
J & J Contracting, Inc.
Michigan Pavement Markings L.L.C.
Spartan Barricading

Estimated Project Cost:
$1,787,000.00

Project Timeline:
Start Date: June 11, 2010
Completion Date: October 2, 2010

Project Unique 
Characteristics:
• Approximately 600’ of soldier pile 

retaining wall
• High capacity piling
• Large, long, heavy, precast concrete 

box beams
• A critter crossing pathway for wildlife 

beneath the bridge constructed 
by fi lling voids in the riprap scour 
protection 

Member Project 
Profi le

Dobie Road Bridge before 
construction began.

Dobie Road Bridge nearing 
completion.

J.E. Kloote 
Contracting, Inc., 
Dobie Road Bridge
J.E. Kloote Contracting, Inc.
P.O. Box 126
Ferrysburg, Mich.  48909
Phone: 616-837-0886
Fax: 616-837-0156
President: Jim Kloote, P.E.
Vice President: Alex Meyer, P.E.

Nearing 
Completion

Before
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CrossSection Advertiser 
Project Profi le

DeWind DeWatering Inc. Aids in the 
Construction of City Health Center

In an attempt to annually reach thousands of additional low-in-
come people with primary health services, three Grand Rap-
ids health care providers embarked on a collaborative project  

to construct an integrated health facility  aptly christened Heart 
of the City Health Center. This new addition to the downtown 
medical infrastructure has been described as a health care mall. 
Located on the site of an old apartment building and an adjacent 
parking lot, the new medical facility’s footprint dominates a full 
downtown city block. 

The initial construction phase began in the spring with a 
two-story excavation of the site plot for installation of perimeter 
and interior footings and supports. The depth of the excavation 
brought issues of water into play requiring a need for a system of 
removal that would be extensive enough to lower the water table 
to allow for unfettered interference with this initial phase of 
construction, yet discreet enough at surface level not to interfere 
with workers and equipment operating on the site. 

West Michigan based Pioneer Construction Company, 
the general contractor on this project, looked close to home 
for a dewatering company who possessed the experience and 
technology to meet the requirements of a busy worksite-
dewatering project. Pioneer turned to DeWind DeWatering 
Inc. of Holland, Mich. DeWind, whose reach covers most of the 

upper midwest, appreciated a job of this signifi cance right in its 
own backyard. 

DeWind’s fl eet of high-powered custom built trenchers allow 
for the installation of  an extensive sock tile collection system 
with precision  placement beneath the surface over an extended 
area for maximum water recovery while eliminating the surface 
congestion of a multiple well-point system that would have 
hampered surface  level construction operations. The reason this 
was possible was due to the unique capability of the DeWind 
Trencher. DeWind Trenchers can cut trenches along an arc 
allowing a collection system to be installed in a circular alignment 
or through a series of obstacles within tight sight conditions.

Ultimately DeWind placed a series of sub-surface water 
collection runs snaking strategically within the excavation and 
connected to DeWind’s large diesel powered pumps that pulled 
the water nicely out of the subsurface and up and out of the 
deep excavation itself. The system brought down the water table 
beneath the work zone suffi ciently to complete this opening 
phase of construction while allowing unfettered movement of 
workers and equipment at surface level. DeWind  maintains 
capabilities to dewater both large site construction projects such 
as the  Heart of the City Health Care Center to small tightly 
confi ned areas using a more conventional well-pointing process. 
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During this tight economy, we are making courtesy/
inquiry phone calls on unpaid invoices shortly after the 
invoices reach 30 days.  I haven’t seen an increase in the 
use of the lien process; however, the prequalifi cation forms 
and credit applications seem to be more thorough than in 
the past. As for the lien process, it is in place to protect 
contractors.  It should be looked at as an insurance policy for 
contractors.  The lien process is part of our normal operating 
procedure; it doesn’t refl ect upon the owner’s ability to make 
payment.

Anne K. Coursey
Champagne & Marx Excavating, Inc.

In the year 2010 we have placed more liens on MDOT 
projects than in the past.  We are also noticing cities and 
counties are having diffi culty in paying for projects.  Pay 
vouchers/estimates are not being processed at the “owner” 
level, therefore holding up payment to the prime contractor.  
Thus, there is a trickle effect and subcontractors and 
suppliers are not seeing payments.

Sandy Bitner
P.K. Contracting, Inc.

Suppliers, trucking and subcontractors are requesting 
copies of payment bond prior to start of work, notice of 
furnishing are prompt, and select suppliers aren’t waiting 
for sub payments before sending notice of intent to claim.

Allen R. Linson
Cadillac Asphalt LLC

It seems that there are more issues with lack of proper 
fi nancing on the part of the owner or representation by the 
owner and his rep.  It pays to do more front-end work before 
starting the project. John Potter

John W. Potter, Inc.

Payments in all sectors, commercial, MDOT, municipal 
are slower than ever.  Sixty days is becoming the norm!

Brandon Kennedy
Kennedy Excavating, Inc.

From time to time we ask MITA members questions about issues 
of importance to the industry.  Some of the answers are then published 
in this magazine.

Member
Voice

Have you seen an increase in the use of the lien process 
due to the tight economy?
The majority of the responders to this question answered yes.  Here are sample comments:

I have seen more issues within the lien process.  I have seen two 
machines that were purchased in the private sector that still had liens 
against them.  One guy had to give up a machine he thought he owned 
for two years.  He lost every penny of his investment.

Tom Olsen
FABCO

Engineers and CM’s are asking for waivers on bonded projects 
where they previously relied on the payment bond.

Karen Trelfa
Kenmoore Contracting, Inc.

Continues on pg.54
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Member
News

Foster Swift Collins & Smith P.C. 
www.fosterswift.com

Foster, Swift, Collins & Smith, P.C., is a full service law fi rm 
founded in 1902.  FSC&S employs more than 100 attorneys in 
six locations: Lansing, Detroit, Farmington Hills, Grand Rapids, 
Holland and Marquette.  For more information about the fi rm, its 
attorneys and to access recent publications, visit www.fosterswift.
com.

DAVID M. LICK was recently selected by his peers for inclu-
sion in The Best Lawyers in America 2011 in the fi eld of con-
struction law.

Lick is a shareholder and attorney in the Lansing offi ce of 
Foster, Swift, Collins & Smith, P.C.  He is a member of the fi rm’s 
commercial litigation group with a concentration in construction 
law, including the representation of owners, architects, develop-
ers, contractors, subcontractors and suppliers.  Lick is former 
president of the Ingham County Bar Association.

Best Lawyers is based on an exhaustive annual peer-review 
survey.  Because of the rigorous and transparent methodology 

used, and because lawyers are not required nor allowed to 
pay a fee to be listed, inclusion is considered a prestigious 
honor.  

G2 Consulting Group
www.g2consultinggroup.com

G2 Consulting Group is a full-service engineering fi rm 
serving Fortune 500 companies, major utilities, property 
owners, government agencies and leading architectural, en-
gineering and construction fi rms across the United States.  
Based in Troy, Mich., G2 also has offi ces in Brighton, Mich., 
and suburban Chicago, Ill.

G2 Reduces Foundation Costs

Geotechnical engineering by G2 Consulting Group sig-
nifi cantly reduced the foundation and excavation costs for 
Lawndale Christian Health Center’s (LCHC) proposed new 
community health center in West Chicago, Ill.

Located at 3748 W. Ogden Avenue – two blocks from the 
largest of LCHC’s four existing centers – the new fi ve-story 
building will include a clinic, fi tness areas and offi ces.  It will 
allow the non-profi t LCHC to meet an increasing demand 
for affordable community healthcare services in the neigh-
borhood.  Several unoccupied buildings on the proposed site 
will be demolished to accommodate the new center.

Based on the soils within the site, existing fi ll and me-
dium stiff silty clay, and the new center’s maximum expected 
column loads of up to 450 kips, G2 determined the most 
cost-effective foundations system would utilize belled piers 
extending through the fi ll material and lower consistency 
clay. Using belled piers signifi cantly reduced costs of remov-
ing and replacing the existing fi ll soils and lower consistency 
clay soils and cost less than the standard straight-shaft drilled 
piers. G2 worked closely with the project architect, McBride 
Kelley Baurer of Chicago, and the structural engineer, Hut-
ter Trankina Engineering of Wayne, Ill., to develop the most 
cost effective foundation for the project.

The project also included deeper excavations extend-
ing to depths of 15 to 20 feet for construction of a partial 
basement area.  G2 provided a slope stability analysis for the 
basement excavation and determined the contractor could 
use a steeper slide slope than previously proposed.  This 
reduced earthwork costs and eliminated the need to use a 
costly earth retention system that may have been required 
for basement excavation.
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MDOT recognizes the MITA 
MBE/WBE/DBE Solicitations 
website advertisements as 
an approved part of your 
“Good Faith Effort” and DBE 
contractors looking for work 
are visiting the site daily.  What 
other reasons do you need to 
visit www.mi-ita.com/ads.asp 
today?

NEED
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O
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SMEETING YOUR ?

Think MITA MBE/WBE/DBE 
Solicitations website 
www.mi-ita.com/ads.asp

DID YOU KNOW...

G2 Provides Engineering Services for New Royal Oak 
Entertainment Complex

During construction this summer of the new 73,000-square-
fott Emagine Theater entertainment complex in Royal Oak, 
Mich., G2 Consulting Group provided construction engineering 
services to ensure the project was built according to specifi ca-
tions.

Earlier this year, G2 conducted geotechnical investigation 
to determine foundations and paving requirements for the de-
velopment, located at the northwest corner of 11 Mile Road 
and Troy Street, just east of Main Street.  

The two-level entertainment complex will include a 
10-screen theater with nearly 1,700 seats; a 16-lane upscale 
boutique bowling center and bar/restaurant operations.  Owner 
Emagine Entertainment of Plymouth, Mich., expects the $14 
million project to create 100 jobs, according to media reports.  
Construction is expected to be completed in April 2011.

Rain for Rent
www.rainforrent.com

For sales and rental inquiries, contact Rain for Rent at 800-
742-7246, or visit www.rainforrent.com.

New Products

THE DV-150IE
Rain for Rent has the 

complete solution for 
pumping in hazardous 
environments.  The new 
DV-150iE Industrial 
Duty pump is Class 
1 Division 2 com-
pliant.

The DV-
150iE Industrial Duty pump handles solids to 3-inches, fl ows to 
2,600 GPM, and head to 195-feet.  These pumps are designed 

Continues on pg.48
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Member
News Continued from pg. 47

to keep you and your facility safe while pumping in an indus-
trial environment.

Combine the DV-150iE Industrial Duty pump with Rain 
for Rent pipe and tanks for a complete solution to your liquid-
handling problems.  Our installation and engineering teams are 
available 24/7 to provide the optimal solution for your pumping 

projects.

Other New Products

Rain for Rent’s expanding line of self-priming pumps now 
includes the DV-325c 12-inch centrifugal pump, specifi cally de-
signed for effi cient bypass pumping.

The DV-325c has fl ows up to 8,500 
GPM, suction lift up the 28 feet and 
maximum head of 220 feet. It also has 
the best solids handling capabilities in 
the industry for any 12 inch pump – up 
to 4.75 inches.

Silence the concerns of residents 
and businesses near your next project 
with the Sound Attenuated (SA) enclo-
sure, which reduces operation noise as 
low as 72 decibels at 23 feet.

The effi cient DV-325c offers high-
fl ow pumping at a low cost.  The 350 
horsepower Tier-3 engine burns 13 
gallons-per-hour@ 1,800 RPM (5,500 
GPM@140 feet TDH) and comes stan-
dard with a durable galvanized skid 
to reduce maintenance expense.  This 
pump is also available with an electric 
drive option.  

Combine the DV-325c with Rain 
for Rent pipe, tank, and fi ltration 
equipment for a complete solution to 
any liquid-handling need.  Installation 
and engineering teams are available 
24/7, every day of the year.

Tetra Tech
www.tetratech.com

Tetra Tech is a leading provider of 
consulting, engineering, and technical 
services worldwide. We are a diverse 
company, including individuals with 
expertise in science, research, engi-
neering, construction, and information 
technology. Our strength is in collec-
tively providing integrated services—
delivering the best solutions to meet our 
clients’ needs. 

Tetra Tech is proud to announce 
that KIMBERLY HENSE received her 

Does
your
agent
read the

WWWWWe Doo.

www.ghbh.com      
248-519-1400
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professional engineering license. Kimberly 
has been employed with Tetra Tech since 
2006 and works out of our Brighton, Michi-
gan offi ce.  

Wade Trim
www.wadetrim.com

Wade Trim has more than 350 pro-
fessional and support staff in 23 offi ces 
throughout Michigan and eight additional 
states.  They provide engineering, planning, 
surveying, operations, landscape architec-
ture, and construction services for water 
resources, municipal government, transpor-
tation and land development projects.

ANDREW MCCUNE, P.E., execu-
tive vice president of Wade Trim, was 
named President of the American Coun-
cil of Engineering Companies of Michigan 
(ACEC/M)

During his one-year term as president, 
McCune will manage the council and pre-
side over meetings for the council, board 
of directors and the executive committee.  
Under his direction, ACEC/M’s goals for 
the year will focus on implementing their 
strategic plan.  The plan has three goals 
that include increasing the organization’s 
legislative involvement, becoming the “go 
to” engineering association in Michigan, 
and increasing member involvement.

McCune has been actively involved in 

Andrew McCune, P.E.

ACEC/M for 10 years and has served as president-elect, treasurer, chair and vice-
chair of the legislative affairs committee, and a member of the board of directors. 
He is based in Wade Trim’s Taylor, Mich., offi ce.

ACEC is a national professional association representing more than 5,500 pri-
vate-practice consulting engineering fi rms.  The Michigan Chapter represents more 
than 100 consulting engineering, surveying, architectural and related engineering 
companies.

STEVE GRAVLIN, P.E., P.S., senior vice president in Wade Trim’s Taylor of-
fi ce, was appointed by Governor Jennifer Granholm to the Michigan State Board 
of Professional Surveyors.  The nine-member 
board provides registration of persons practic-

registrants and prescribes penalties for violations.  
Gravlin’s four-year term will end in March 2014.

Gravlin is senior project manager with more 
than 25 years experience in large transportation 
projects.  He oversees planning, survey, design, 
traffi c and construction engineering and pro-
vides quality assurance/control review on numer-
ous projects.  He has managed a wide range of 
airport, highway and bridge projects.  He is also 
a primary surveyor in Wade Trim’s Taylor offi ce, 
providing survey expertise to property survey, 
easement and right-of-way issues.

Steve Gravlin, P.E., P.S.

Continues on pg.55
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While the Democratic-controlled House and Republican-
controlled Senate have passed state transportation budgets that 
allocate the $84 million in state money, it comes from very dif-
ferent sources.

The Senate budget secured the money largely by shifting 
money from its highway maintenance account, which already 
has been signifi cantly cut in recent years. The House budget al-
located $84 million in additional money from the general fund.
Money ‘doesn’t exist’

The divide is partly ideological in nature. For more than 
a year, Senate Republicans have refused to consider new rev-
enues and insisted on a pay-as-you-go approach. Now, they are 
scratching their heads over the House appropriation, noting the 
state has faced a general fund shortfall of hundreds of millions 
of dollars for the fi scal year beginning Oct. 1.

“(The money) doesn’t exist,” said Matt Marsden, spokes-
man for Senate Majority Leader Mike Bishop, R-Rochester. 
“It’s hard to allocate $84 million from the general fund when 
the general fund is $800 million short.”

Mike Nystrom, executive vice president of the Michigan 
Infrastructure and Transportation Association, said he is dis-
appointed the Legislature hasn’t made progress on increasing 
the state’s gas tax to avoid such last-minute scrambles to fi nd 
transportation money.

In January, Bauer co-sponsored a bipartisan bill to phase in 
an 8-cent a gallon tax increase through 2013, eventually gener-
ating $350 million annually.

Though pressure has been building for lawmakers to 
consider a gas tax, the bill has not moved out of the House 
Transportation Committee.

In May, gas tax advocates cited a report by the Anderson 
Economic Group saying the state stood to lose 12,000 jobs 
without the $475 million in matching federal funds.

The state’s gas tax of 19 cents per gallon has not been in-
creased since 1997.
Meetings ahead

“We have been talking about this for years, and this should 
be a priority,” Nystrom said. “It’s a basic government function. 

MITA Press Releases Continued from pg. 30Releases RReMITA Press ReTA PresMIMITMITMITTA essss Rs RPress TA Pr Continued from pg. 30
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We continue to fall behind on our infrastructure investment.”
Within the next few weeks, House and Senate members will 

meet in conference committee to try to reconcile the differ-
ences between the two department budget bills.

Bauer said she doesn’t like the idea of taking the money 
largely from an underfunded highway maintenance budget.

But Rep. Paul Opsommer, R-DeWitt, also a member of the 
House Transportation Committee, said he supports the Senate 
approach to the issue, saying it clearly identifi es where the 
money will come from.

Regardless, Opsommer said, he is confi dent a compromise 
will be negotiated before Oct. 1.

“We will fi nd it period,” Opsommer said of the money. 
“That’s how important it is.”

WILX TV:

 “Devils” from Pure Pothole Hell visit 
Capitol with grim message about 
Michigan roads
July 30, 2010 

Michigan lawmakers today received a special delivery from 
the Pothole Hell Devils: Personal copies of the “Roads to Pure 
Michigan are Pure Hell” video that has caught fi re on YouTube, 
Facebook, and with audiences across the 
state.

While the Michigan Transportation 
Team’s new viral video campaign has a hu-
morous edge, Michigan roads are no laugh-
ing matter. The Michigan Department of 
Transportation faces a Saturday deadline 
to submit a complete list of approved 
projects to the Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations. To have any of the projects 
win federal approval by Oct. 1, legisla-
tors must fi nd the $84 million to ensure 
Michigan receives its full federal reim-
bursement.

“As Michigan’s economic backbone 
tourism, manufacturing and agriculture in-
dustries are in the midst of their peak sea-
son, residents and visitors are fi nding that 
the roads to Pure Michigan are pure hell,” 
said Mike Nystrom, executive vice presi-

dent of the Michigan Infrastructure 
Transportation Association. 

“While the Pure Pothole Hell 
campaign is lighthearted, Michigan’s 
crumbling roads are a very serious 
and growing problem for the state - 
ask anyone who drives them - they are 
pure hell.”

For nearly 18 months, lawmakers 
have turned a deaf ear to warnings that their 
inaction on developing transportation funding is about to cost 
Michigan $475 million in federal matching funds for roads. 
Unless lawmakers take quick action, the $84 million budget 
shortfall for the fi scal year starting Oct. 1 will effectively shelve 
road rehabilitation and bridge repair projects, which could gen-
erate thousands of jobs in a state hungry for them. Without that 
money, there won’t be enough time to add new projects into 
the regional transportation plans and complete the necessary 
permits--especially for projects requiring advance notice for 
material delivery.

“According to an Anderson Economic Group study re-
leased in May, doubling the state’s investment in roads and 
bridges could generate more than 15,000 good-paying jobs and 
pave the way for an economic turnaround in Michigan,” said 

Continues on pg.52
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Nystrom. “As state legislators continue to look for solutions to 
turn Michigan’s economy around, investing in our state’s crum-
bling infrastructure should be a no-brainer.”

To view the Pure Michigan, Pure Pothole Hell video, go 
to www.drivemi.org.  In addition, Michigan residents can learn 
more by visiting: www.drivemi.org or citizens can voice their 
concerns about road funding by calling a toll-free number - 
888-719-3087 - set up by MTT. Callers simply enter their fi ve-
digit ZIP code to connect with their legislator’s offi ce.

The Michigan Transportation Team (MTT) is a broad-
based, bipartisan partnership of business, labor, local govern-
ment, associations and citizens with the common goal of im-
proving Michigan’s transportation infrastructure. The DriveMI 
campaign is committed to promoting the development and 
maintenance of a safe, convenient and effi cient transportation 
network that serves the public, private and economic develop-
ment needs of Michigan. Please visit www.drivemi.org for more 
information on transportation funding or follow them on twitter 
@drivemi or YouTube at www.youtube.com/user/FixMIRoads.

 

DETROIT FREE PRESS: 

Feds’ money to hit the road soon; Group 
warns state could lose its funding
July 22, 2010 

A road construction industry group is warning that inaction 
in Lansing will derail dozens of road projects next year and put 
thousands of road workers out of a job.

The Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association 
said Wednesday that the Legislature has yet to fi nd a way to 
cover an $84-million shortfall in money that the state needs as a 
match for $475 million in federal road funds. The loss of more 
than $550 million to the state’s 2011 roadwork budget will mean 
more than 90 miles of road repair and 40 bridge projects will be 
delayed next year alone.

The Michigan Department of Transportation says it will 
postpone 375 miles of pavement repairs and 575 bridge fi xes 
statewide from 2011-2014, including rebuilding 7 miles of 
I-96 in Wayne County, resurfacing 10 miles of I-94 in Macomb 
County and a new M-59-Crooks Road interchange in Oakland 
County.

The stoppage would mean the loss of about 6,000 construc-
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tion jobs as the state struggles with one of the nation’s highest 
unemployment rates. Mike Nystrom, executive vice president 
of the construction group, said supporters have warned for 18 
months that Michigan risks giving its share of federal money 
to other states unless it offsets falling fuel-tax and vehicle-
registration revenue.

“It is now becoming a reality,” Nystrom said.
Nystrom said there are competing stop-gap proposals in 

the Legislature. One would reallocate money from the state’s 
general fund, and another would force MDOT to cut back on 
maintenance and close freeway welcome centers.

His group has been pushing for higher gas taxes and vehicle 
registration fees and an overhaul of road funding.

But state Rep. Pam Byrnes, D-Chelsea, said those ideas are 
“not getting much traction” in Lansing, and it’s not clear how 
the state will come up with the $84 million.

“That’s still up in the air,” said Byrnes, chairwoman of the 
House Transportation Committee. “We’re still trying to fi nd the 
money from someplace.”

GONGWER NEWS SERVICE: 

Michigan Needs to Invest $7 Billion 
in Water Treatment, Stormwater 
Management
July 02, 2010 

Michigan needs to invest $7.04 billion in water treat-
ment and stormwater management systems to bring those 
systems up to standards, according to a report released 
this week by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

But the report, based on 2008 fi gures, showed the 
state has also made substantial gains on wastewater treat-
ment, particularly in addressing combined sewer over-
fl ows. The Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation 
Association said the report shows the need for substantial 
investment. 

“This is a massive problem and the billions of dollars 
in unmet needs literally span the state from Marquette 
to Monroe,” said Mike Nystrom, executive vice president 
of MITA. “Summer always seems to remind us of the hu-
man impact of the problem as ‘No Swimming’ signs are 
posted at beaches because of the untreated sewage that 
fl ows into our rivers and lakes each year.” 

Robert McCann, spokesperson for the Department 
of Natural Resources and Environment, agreed there 
was need. 

“We’ve come a long way but there’s still a lot of work 
that needs to be done,” he said. And he said the key prob-

lem has been funding, particularly at the local level. The state 
offers low-interest loans to conduct sewer separation projects. 
“In hard economic times, you can make the loan interest rate as 
low as you want but it’s still a loan,” he said.

Many communities are hesitant to borrow not knowing if 
they will have the resources to repay the funds. The combined 
sewers is a key focus for MITA, with Mr. Nystrom noting the 
state released 19.2 billion gallons of raw sewage through those 
systems that carry both wastewater and stormwater in 2008. 
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General Insurance  ❖  Surety Bonds

Representing

Member Outreach Spotlight
Continued from pg. 40

very user friendly and will direct you on how to send the letter on 
directly to your legislator.  

Staying involved in the legislative process is important in order 
to make a fundamental change in perception on how the highway 
and infrastructure system is funded, and it allows each person to 
be informed and educated on the issues that can have both major 
and minor effects on their business.   By getting involved, you 
become one of the individuals who “make things happen”.

Seeing what needs to be done and working to make sure it 
gets done properly is what Jim calls the “inventor’s curse” and 
what Jim sees are 138 people in the Capitol that can do the right 
things regardless of what party they belong.

If you want to become more involved in legislative outreach, 
but don’t know how or where to start, please contact Nicole Cook, 
outreach coordinator, at nicolecook@mi-ita.com.

Have you seen an increase in 
the use of the lien process due 
to the tight economy?

Member Voice
Continued from pg. 45

The use of the lien process has 
become a standard procedure in doing 
business for bonded public work.  Any 
negative stigma that might have been 
associated with the process is gone. We 
hope that MITA would take a proactive 
role in fi xing the Michigan Construction 
Lien Act, which has failed so miserably 
in the private sector.  Anyone working in 
the industry is unprotected and operating 
at risk of not getting paid for any work 
performed.

Carl Evangelista
Tony Angelo Cement Construction 

Company
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Member
News Continued from pg. 49

MITA New Members
New Contractor Members
 Ace Steel Erection
 Geiersbach Construction, Inc.
 Tyger Excavating, Inc.

New Associate Members
 Fast Concepts
 T. Daniels Consulting
 Shannon Aggregates, Inc.
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And the tools we use? Tax 
consulting and audits. Strategic
planning. Operations reviews.
Mergers and acquisitions.
Succession planning.
Technology strategies. And 
many others. 
Tom Doyle 248.223.3402
plantemoran.com

WE’RE 
BUILDERS, 
TOO. 
OF PROFITS.

CPAs / Business Advisors

THRIVE.

What Complete Streets 
Means for MDOT 
and Transportation in 
Michigan
By Kirk Steudle, MDOT Director
August 2010

“Change has a considerable psychological 

impact on the human mind.  To the fearful, 

it is threatening because it means that 

things might get worse. To the hopeful, 

it is encouraging because things may get 

better.  To the confi dent, it is inspiring 

because the challenge exists to make 

things better.”

– KING WHITNEY JR., 1967

These words about change are as true today as they were in 1967.  
On Aug. 1, 2010, Governor Granholm signed into law Complete 
Streets legislation to advance cooperation and coordination 

among transportation and local government agencies: Public Act 135, 
which amends Public Act 51 of 1951 governing the expenditure of state 
transportation funding; and Public Act 134, which amends the Michi-
gan Planning Enabling Act.  While it might be tempting to attribute the 
passage of these bills to pressure from one group or another, it is worth 
noting that both bills passed the Michigan House and Senate by wide 
margins: 85-21 and 31-0, respectively.

Here is a summary of the changes to Act 51 under Public Act 
135:
•  Requires counties, cities, villages, and MDOT to consult with 

one another when planning a non-motorized project affecting a 
transportation facility that belongs to the other.

•  Requires Section 10(k) improvements meet accepted practices or 
established best practices.

MDOT
News
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In the United States, the federal law requiring contract surety 
bonds on federal construction projects is known as the Miller 
Act (40 U.S.C. Section 3131 to 3134).  This law requires a con-

tractor on a federal project to post two bonds:  a performance bond 
and a labor and material payment bond.  Michigan Act 187 of 1905 
ensures the payment of subcontractors and wages earned and all 
materials or labor and certain supplies furnished and used in con-
nection with and consumed in constructing, repairing or ornament-
ing public buildings and public works.  Additionally, the Michigan 
Department of Transportation (MDOT) issued a Special Bonding 
Provision in December 2003 that supplements both of the above 
acts.

Lien claims, fi led by subcontractors, suppliers, and contractor/

•  Requires Act 51 agencies to notify one another when their fi ve-
year non-motorized programs are fi nalized.

New Act 51 Section 10(p)
•  Requires the State Transportation Commission (STC) within 

two years to adopt a Complete Streets policy for MDOT, and to 
develop model Complete Streets policies for use by others.

•  Requires state and local agencies to consult and agree on how 
to address Complete Streets before submitting the Five-year 
Program to the STC (exempts anything in an approved multi-year 
capital plan approved before July 1).

•  Allows MDOT to provide technical assistance and coordination 
to local agencies in the development and implementation of their 
policies.

•  Requires MDOT to share expertise in non-motorized and multi-
modal planning in the development of projects within municipal 
boundaries (municipal refers to townships, counties, cities or 
villages – so just about anywhere.)

•  Allows agencies to enter into agreements with one another to 
provide maintenance for projects constructed to implement a 
Complete Streets policy.

•  Creates a Complete Streets Advisory Council within MDOT, 
appointed by the governor, to advise the STC and local agencies 
in the implementation of Complete Streets.

Amendments to the Michigan Planning Enabling Act
•  Modifi es the defi nition of streets to specifi cally include all legal 

users.
•  Expands the elements that may be included in a master plan 

to encompass all transportation systems that move people and 
goods.

•  Specifi es that transportation improvements identifi ed in a plan 
are appropriate to the context of the community and considers all 
legal users of the public right of way.

•  The means for implementing transportation elements of the master 
plan in cooperation with applicable county road commission or 
MDOT.
The new laws will infl uence how we work with virtually every 

township, county, city and village in the state.  In the coming weeks, 
I will convene an interdisciplinary work group within MDOT to 
examine how the new law will affect our processes and resources.  
If you are asked to participate, I ask that you embrace it as an 
opportunity to improve how we work with our partners to deliver 
transportation services in Michigan.

The transportation world is changing.  We can face this change 
fearfully, or with confi dence.  In my fi ve years as director, we 
have faced many challenges, adapted to change, and are a better 
organization for doing so.  I am confi dent we can rise to the challenge 
of implementing the new Complete Streets law – in letter and spirit – 
and emerge a stronger organization, and ultimately, a better state.

MDOT’s Perspective and 
Recent Lien Experiences
By Jill Mullins and Wayne Roe
MDOT

Improving Business
Ever-changing rule-setting environment, laws that vary by state, and 
financing surety bonding requirements...Our team of professionals can help 
construction companies, contractors, and suppliers negotiate these issues 
and anticipate major issues that might adversely impact your company.

UHY LLP Construction Group

uhy-us.com

Continues on pg.60
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Troy, MI: 248.680.0400

Brighton, MI: 810.224.4330

Chicago, IL: 847.353.8740

www.g2consultinggroup.com

YABBA
DABBA DO
From topsoil to bedrock and every layer in between, the geotechnical,

environmental and construction engineering experts at G2 can’t wait to

unearth your site’s possibilities.
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ENVIRONMENTAL

CONSTRUCTION
ENGINEERING

UNEARTHING POSSIBILITIES

ARTBA
News

President Obama used a Labor Day speech to unveil a far-reaching 

plan to upgrade the nation’s intermodal transportation infrastructure. 

While the proposal is being described in many media reports as a sec-

ond stimulus measure, documents produced by the Obama Administra-

tion indicate a multi-year reauthorization of the federal highway and 

transit program is the foundation of the plan’s surface transportation 

component. 

The outlook for enactment of a reauthorization bill has remained 

clouded, at best, for the past several months due to the lack of a Sen-

ate proposal, growing political concern about the need to generate new 

revenues, and silence from the Administration.  The Labor Day speech, 

however, could provide some much needed momentum for the reautho-

rization bill and, at the very least, demonstrates a degree of commit-

ment from the Administration that some had until now questioned. 

Administration documents show a two-part approach that includes: 

an up-front $50 billion investment in roads, railways and other trans-

portation improvements; and a long-term vision focused on reform 

and improved system performance.  The fact sheet describing the plan 

states:  “If we are to enjoy the benefi ts that come from a world-class 

transportation system, Congress must enact a long-term reauthoriza-

tion that expands and reforms our infrastructure investments and re-

turns the transportation trust fund to solvency.” 

ARTBA President Pete Ruane participated in a conference call with 

U.S. Deputy Secretary of Transportation John Porcari this afternoon.  In 

response to a question from Ruane, Secretary Porcari confi rmed the an-

nouncement represents a presidential commitment to enactment of a 

long-term bill.  Ruane also emphasized that the $50 billion element of 

the package should be part of a multi-year bill, as opposed to a stand-

alone investment, to provide the certainty necessary to support long-

term transportation planning.

Porcari reported the Administration will be working closely with 

Congress in the coming weeks to iron out the proposal’s details.  As a 

result, he could not provide defi nitive answers about much of the plan.

What we know:
•  Over the next six years, the Administra-

tion’s goal is to “rebuild 150,000 miles of 

roads,” “construct and maintain 4,000 

miles of rail,” and “rehabilitate 150 miles of 

runway;”

•  The Administration’s priorities for the 

multi-year bill are: establishing an infra-

structure bank for large/intermodal proj-

ects; elevating high speed rail to an equal 

surface transportation priority; instituting 

performance measurement; and increasing 

investments in safety, environmental sus-

tainability, economic competitiveness and 

livability.

   • The plan would be defi cit neutral and ap-

pears to endorse   continuation of the 

Highway Trust Fund.

What we do not know:
•  How either the $50 billion up-front invest-

ment or the long-term program would be 

fi nanced.  Administration offi cials fl oated 

closing tax loopholes on oil and gas com-

panies, but have said they are open to other 

ideas and will work with Congress on a fi -

nancing package.

Obama Announces New Transportation Initiative 
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Established in 1902, ARTBA represents the U.S. transportation design and 
construction industry before Congress, the White House, federal agencies, 
news media and general public.

•  How the $50 billion would be divided among priority activities 

(highways, rail, runways/aviation operations).  According to Ad-

ministration offi cials, the $50 billion would not produce impacts 

until 2011, which implies the funds are additive to planned FY 

2011 core transportation program investments—but this too 

must also be confi rmed.

•  When the Administration will push for congressional action on a 

multi-year bill.

•  Whether or not the proposal will be structured to show annual  

highway and transit investments over the next six years.   ARTBA 

has long made the case to Congress and the Obama  Administra-

tion, that long-term continuity in highway and public  transpor-

tation investments is crucial for the transportation  construc-

tion industry to make hiring and capital investment decisions.
Continues on pg.63

Republican House and Senate leaders were immediately critical of 

Obama’s initiative.  House Republican Leader John Boehner (R-Ohio) 

responded, “We don’t need more government ‘stimulus’ spending.”  

Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) observed, “Amer-

icans are rightly skeptical about Washington  Democrats asking 

for more of their money—and their patience; after all, they’re still 

looking for the ‘shovel-ready’ jobs they were promised more than a 

year ago.”    While a great deal of uncertainty still surrounds President 

Obama’s proposal, it is clear he has made a multi-year reauthoriza-

tion of the federal highway and public transportation programs an 

Administration priority.  ARTBA President Pete Ruane wrote to Presi-

dent Obama July 30 to describe the many challenges facing the U.S. 

transportation construction industry and urge him to get personally 
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subcontractor employees, have been in existence for many years.  Typically, 
lien claims have been fi led when subcontractors, suppliers and/or employees 
claim that they were owed money by the prime contractor on a construction 
project but were not paid.  Filing the lien claims was meant to preserve 
the rights of the claimants for payments that the fi ling party claimed was 
owed them by the prime, subcontractor or supplier.  Prior to 2004, MDOT 
monitored lien claims fi led on projects that it had let, but maintained a 
position that the claims were issues that needed to be addressed by the 
prime contractor, the prime contractor’s surety company and the claimant.  
MDOT seldom if ever had a role in the process other than to log fi led claims, 
forward them to the respective sureties and track claims until they were 
resolved.

In 2004, MDOT began to notice that there were a handful of companies 
that routinely had lien claims fi led against them and also had large total 
amounts of claims registered with MDOT.  At that time, MDOT began 
to routinely monitor and report on lien claims to MDOT management 
approximately every six months.  Because a few of the contractors had large 
amounts of liens fi led against them totaling in the millions, MDOT decided 
to address lien claims with contractors in an effort to reduce the number 
of claims fi led and get legitimate claims paid.  MDOT determined that 
contractors who had more than $200,000 in total claims against them would 
be questioned about the claims and asked for relevant documentation to 
ensure that MDOT kept its records current and could track claims as they 
were resolved.  Once MDOT took a more active role, the number of lien 

claims became signifi cantly reduced.  Rarely did we have to address any lien 
claim issues with a contractor more than once, because contractors were 
very responsive to our efforts to reduce claims.

Recently MDOT began to see a signifi cant increase in the number of 
liens fi led as well as a dramatic increase in the total dollar value of the liens.  
Prior to 2009, MDOT received approximately 1,350 lien claims per year; but 
in 2009, that total climbed to 1,959.  To date and to date in 2010, MDOT has 
received more than 2,300 claims.  In 2004, the total lien claim amount was 
generally in the $7 - $10 million dollar range.  After MDOT intervened with 
contractors, that total dropped by upwards of 50 percent.  In late 2009, the 
total amount of lien claims rose to over $30 million.  As lien claims increased, 
MDOT decided once again to revise its procedures for monitoring liens and 
to take a more aggressive approach.  Liens were tracked on an on-going 
basis, with quarterly reports shared with the management.  Once again, 
contractors whose total amount of lien claims exceeded $200,000 were sent 
a letter along with a list of all lien claims fi led against them that MDOT 
had on record, requesting that the company provide updated information to 
the department on every claim, including waivers that had been received, 
updates on disputed claims or claims in litigation, or any other record that 
would make sure that MDOT’s fi les were current.  Using this information, 
MDOT updated its fi les, although technically we cannot remove any lien 
without a full and unconditional waiver from the claimant, pursuant to 
the acts cited above.  MDOT also has contacted lien claimants requesting 
information from them, but traditionally got less information from claimants 

MDOT News
MDOT’s Perspective and Recent Lien Experiences   Continued from pg. 57
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than from contractors.
We realize the nature of lien claims has changed in recent years.  In the 

past, claims were fi led when parties claimed that they were owed money. 
Generally speaking, the records show that monies were owed, although not 
always in the amount claimed.  More recently, however, we have noticed 
that preemptive claims are being fi led before a claimant has done any work 
on the project in question.  Additionally, claimants are fi ling exaggerated 
claims, claiming that they are owed much more money than records can 
substantiate.  MDOT also has noticed that late claims are increasingly being 
fi led.

For the most part, MDOT and contractors were able to successfully 
address the lien claim issue with correspondence between the department 
and contractors.  In the last year or so, however, contractors have become 
less responsive to requests for assistance.  In some instances, we have sent a 
letter requesting assistance and cooperation from the contractors with little 
or no response.  We began to send second and third letters, and yet still did 
not receive the information we were seeking.  After repeated attempts and 
less than satisfactory responses from some contractors, (or in some cases, no 
responses), we started to refer claims on a contractor by contractor basis  to 
the Prequalifi cation Committee, asking that it review MDOT’s concerns and 
address them with the unresponsive contractors.

Since the beginning of 2010, the Prequalifi cation Committee has worked 
with 18 contractors, both primes and subs, concerning outstanding claims.  
Although most have been very responsive, action by the Prequalifi cation 

Committee has been required in some cases.  Because of their failure 
to adequately address legitimate lien claims, two contractors had their 
prequalifi cation suspended.  Four other contractors chose not to try to 
renew their prequalifi cation with MDOT; they are no longer prequalifi ed to 
perform work for the department.  Four other contractors have been placed 
on one-year probation for continuing problems with their lien claim issues.

Inevitably, many outstanding lien claims are related to prompt payment 
issues/violations.  Those confi rmed prompt payment violations have been a 
primary cause for actions taken by the Prequalifi cation Committee.  MDOT 
staff members, who have received information and instructions about how 
to effectively and consistently address Prompt Payment Special Provision 
requirements, continue to assist both prime contractors and subcontractors 
with compliance.  That compliance, which is mandated in the Federal 
Highway Administration’s Code of Federal Regulations, will ensure that 
MDOT continues to receive the federal funds to which it is entitled.

Through the combined efforts of department staff, and conscientious 
and cooperative contractors and subcontractors, the current lien claim total 
has been reduced from over $30 million to less than $14 million.  MDOT 
and MITA continue to work together on possible revisions to the Prompt 
Payment Special Provision in an effort to further improve the process.  
MDOT is confi dent that through the continuing combined efforts of  the 
department, MITA, and  contractors and subcontractors, issues with liens 
and prompt payment will be addressed and the problems and concerns that 
we have all experienced with them will be greatly reduced.
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Where’s  
Your 
MITA Hat 
Been?

Scott Ammarman, of 
E.T. McKenzie Co., 

at Biltmore Estate in 
Asheville, N.C.

Send your photos to nancybrown@mi-ita.com
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INSURANCE BONDING

Kevin Gannon, vice president of Northeast Asphalt, Inc., which is part of MITA Member Payne and Dolan, spoke recently to the House 

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee in Washington regarding the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  He said that 

without the Recovery Act, 25 to 30 percent of his 

company’s workforce would have been facing po-

tential layoffs, including his own position. Gan-

non, a director on the ARTBA board, cautioned 

that while the ARRA was currently supporting 

transportation work and jobs in 2010, its impacts 

will phase down quickly when those funds are no 

longer available in 2011.

Gannon also had the opportunity to meet with 

Congressman James Oberstar (D-Minn.), who is 

chairman of the House Committee on Transporta-

tion and Infrastructure.

involved in moving this critical legislation.  Senator George Voinovich 

(R-Ohio) sent a similar letter August 31 to the President that reinforced 

many of the points in the ARTBA letter and asked for Obama’s leader-

ship to secure passage of a reauthorization bill by the end of 2010.  This 

was covered in a personal call yesterday between President Obama and 

Senator Voinovich.

ARTBA News
Continued from pg. 59

Kevin Gannon (left) and 
Congressman James Oberstar
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Thank You!

MITA would like to thank MSU for donating 500 tickets to the MSU vs WMU game on 
Saturday, September 4th, to the heavy construction industry in honor of Labor Day.

Thanks to all of the MITA members, friends and families for your attendance!

Go State!

2010 MITA 
Summer Conference
Thanks to the following sponsors 
who made these year’s Summer 
Conference at Mackinac Island a 
great success:

Argus Hazco
Association Benefi ts Co.
Butzel Long
East Jordan Iron Works, Inc.
Effi ciency Production, Inc.
G2 Consulting, LLC
Give ‘Em A Brake Safety
Jensen Bridge
Laborers 1191 LECET

Laborers Local #1076
Michigan CAT
Michigan Pipe & Valve-Lansing
Northern Concrete Pipe
P.K. Contracting, Inc.
Public Affairs Associates
Premarc Corporation
Ridgemoor Supply, Inc.
The Rossman Group
Spartan Printing Company
Stefansky Holloway & Nichols, Inc.
TIC International
UHY Advisors
Wade Trim
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calendarMITA 2010 
Event Calendar

December 1

11:30 a.m.

Western Michigan 
Holiday Party
Location to be determined

December 10

8:30 a.m.

MITA Board Meeting
Country Club of Lansing

December 10

11:30 a.m.

Central Michigan 
Holiday Party
Country Club of Lansing

December 16

11:30 a.m.

Southeastern 
Michigan 
Holiday Party
Location to be determined

2010 MDOT Bid Lettings
All bid lettings are 
downloaded on the second fl oor of the MDOT Building 
(Van Wagoner Building 
on Ottawa St. in Lansing.)

Friday, October 1, 2010

Friday, November 5, 2010

Friday, December 3, 2010

For details on any event, contact 
Danielle Coppersmith, events coordinator, at
daniellecoppersmith@mi-ita.com or visit the events 
section of www.mi-ita.com.
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Ace Cutting Equipment and Supply  .................................................................. 33

AIS Construction Equipment  ...................................................................... 41, BC

Alta Equipment Company  .................................................................................. 37

Association Benefi ts  .......................................................................................... IFC

Atsalis Bros.  .......................................................................................................... 17

Bacco Construction Company  ............................................................................ 45

Bell Equipment Company  ................................................................................... 29

James Burg Trucking Company  ........................................................................... 6

Capitol Barricading, Inc.  ..................................................................................... 38

Civil Infrastructure, Inc.  ..................................................................................... 30

Corrigan Oil Co.  ................................................................................................... 18

Ebony Construction co., Inc.  .............................................................................. 46

Effi ciency Production, Inc.  ................................................................................. 10

G2 Consulting Group, LLC  .................................................................................. 58

GBM Recycled Concrete  ...................................................................................... 40

Griffi n, Smalley and Wilkerson, Inc.  ................................................................. 54

Guy Hurley Blaser & Heuer LLC  ......................................................................... 48

Info Tech  ............................................................................................................... 43

Inspecsol Engineering, Inc.  ................................................................................ 53

Jay Dee Contractors, Inc.  .................................................................................... 49

Jensen Bridge Contractors, Inc.  ......................................................................... 55

Kotz, Sangster, Wysocki and Berg, P.C.  ............................................................ 52

Lawrence Technological University  .................................................................. 30

Edw C. Levy Co.  ...................................................................................................... 9

Lowe Construction Company, Inc.  .................................................................... 26

Michigan CAT  ...................................................................................................... 24

Michigan LECET  .................................................................................................... 7

Michigan Pipe & Valve  ........................................................................................ 61

Michigan State Conference of Plasterers and Cement Masons ...................... 60

Mourer Foster, Inc.  .............................................................................................. 50

NTH Consultants  ................................................................................................. 39

Oakland Companies  ............................................................................................ 63

Operating Engineers  .......................................................................................... IBC

Orion Industrial  ..................................................................................................... 3

Pinnacle Insurance  .............................................................................................. 28

Plante Moran  ........................................................................................................ 56

PRI Pavement Recycling Inc.  .............................................................................. 32

Pro-Tec Equipment Inc.  ........................................................................................ 8

Ritchie Brothers  ..................................................................................................... 4

Spartan Specialties LTD  ...................................................................................... 51

Stoneco, Inc.  ......................................................................................................... 62

Stuart, Franey, Matthews & Chantres, P.C.  ...................................................... 21

Swad & Company, CPA’s  ..................................................................................... 31

Trench Tech, Inc.  ................................................................................................. 25

Valenti Trobec Chandler Inc.  ............................................................................. 54

Wade Trim  ............................................................................................................ 16

Zervos Group, Inc.  ............................................................................................... 22

Fall 2010 Cross-Section Ad Index

LEGISLATIVE BULLETINS
9/10/2010  ...............President Obama Calls for 

$50B in Road and Bridge Investment
9/3/2010  ........... Granholm Signs Bills Aimed at  

Boosting Non-Motorized Transportation
8/4/2010  ............ 2010 Primary Election Recap
7/30/2010  ....Remember to vote on Tuesday for  

the August 3rd Primary
7/23/2010  ..............New Political Realities May 

Sidetrack the Transportation 
Reauthorization

7/16/2010  ..... Where does your local legislative  
candidate stand on infrastructure 

funding? 
7/9/2010  .............. MITA Seizes Opportunity for 

Sewer Investment

MEMBERSHIP BULLETINS
9/22/2010  ................... Did You Know: You Can 

Contact MITA to Reserve 
Meeting Space

9/22/2010  .... There are $45 million Reasons to  
Vote NO on Proposal 1 

this November
9/17/2010  .....Did You Know: Mike is Hitting the  

Road
9/14/2010  .........In Memoriam of William Bailey
9/10/2010  ................. Did You Know: The MITA 

E-bulletins Have a New Look
9/3/2010  ........ Updates Have Been Made to the  

Employment Application at 
www.mi-ita.com

9/2/2010  ..... Did You Know: MITA Will Help You  
Gain Access to Your Elected Leaders 

8/25/2010  ......... Did You Know: The MITA Jobs  
Resource Center at www.mi-ita.com

8/19/2010  .................Did You Know: Associate 
Members, There Are Great Advertising  

Opportunities on www.mitaads.com
8/19/2010  .............. Member Voice: Kalamazoo

River Oil Spill 
8/18/2010  ................. Stolen Equipment Notice 

(Update: FOUND!) 
8/12/2010  ....... Did You Know: Get Online & Get  

Involved! 
8/9/2010  ................. Information for Interested 

Contractors Regarding the 
Enbridge Oil Spill 

8/4/2010  ...............Did You Know: Contractors, 
Have You Taken Advantage of the MITA Ads  

Website Lately? 
7/29/2010  ......Did You Know: MITA Needs Your  

Project Photos!
7/28/2010  ..Thank you Southeastern Golf Outing  

Sponsors! 
7/28/2010  ............................. In Memoriam of 

Kim Robert Copping 
7/26/2010  ............ In Memoriam of Dee Statler 
7/23/2010  ....................MTT Releases Pure MI 

Spoof Video Regarding Potholes 
7/15/2010  ................... Did You Know: There is 

Still Time to Register for the 
2010 Annual Summer Conference 

7/8/2010  ..................... Did You Know: There is 
Still Time to Sign Up for the Southeastern  

Michigan Golf Outing 

7/7/2010  ............................... In Memoriam of 
William Raymond Iott

ENGINEERING BULLETINS
9/17/2010  ........ MDOT Advertises Design-Build 

“Maximum Price/Variable 
Scope” Projects 

9/15/2010  .....................................CA Update 
9/15/2010  ...........MDOT Announces Mandatory 

“Expedite” Upgrade 
8/9/2010  .......................FUSP/CA/SOA Update 
8/2/2010  .................. MDOT Posts Request for 

Qualifi cations for Lansing 
ITS Design-Build Project 

7/28/2010  ................... MDOT Hosts Prevailing 
Wage Workshop in Mt. Pleasant 

7/16/2010  .... Prevailing Wage for Truck Drivers 
7/14/2010  ............. DBE Solicitation Blue Sheet 

at Time of Bid Pilot Process 
7/6/2010  ................... Prevailing Wage for Skid 

Steer Operators, Guardrail Builders, 
and Slope Restoration

SAFETY BULLETINS
8/11/2010  ......................City of Detroit Gets a 

Financial Boost for its Combined 
Sewer Overfl ow Project 

8/10/2010  ................. Traffi c Regulator Update 
7/9/2010  .......................................High Alert! 
6/25/2010  .................Job Site Inspection Form 
6/17/2010  ....... Staking Problem? Find Out Why 
6/16/2010  ...................New Installment of Tool 

Box Talks Now Available

Bulletin Index Visit www.mi-ita.com to view or print these bulletins.
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Expanded Opportunities
The members of the International Union of Operating Engineers Local 324 
(IUOE) are proud to have built many of the showcase facilities throughout 

Michigan, including the Renaissance Center. We are equally proud to 
have been a part of building the schools, roads, sewers, waterlines and 
power generation plants that serve our communities. We at Local 324 

have expanded our role and now represent the educated and highly skilled 
workers that operate and maintain these facilities. Contact us today to 

learn more about our commitment to worker training and how partnering 
with IUOE Local 324 will ensure your projects are completed safely,  

on-time and on-budget.

OPERATING ENGINEER’S 
VALUE PROPOSITION 

Members will provide 
a fair day’s work, bringing 
unsurpassed Unity, Pride 

and Productivity 
to the job-site  

while performing safely.

John M. Hamilton
General Vice President 
& Business Manager

Operating Engineers 
Local 324

500 Hulet Drive
Bloomfield Twp., MI 48302 

248.451.0324
www.iuoe324.org

Journeyman  
and Apprentice 

Training Fund, Inc.
275 East Highland Road 

Howell, MI 48843 
517.546.9610

www.oe324jatf.org
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WE BUILD, WE OPERATE, WE MAINTAIN 

Operating Engineers 
Local 324

Labor-Management 
Education Committee

500 Hulet Drive
Bloomfield Twp., MI 48302

248.836.2731
www.324lmec.org
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