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The Largest Selection of
Equipment with 7 Convenient
Locations to Serve Youl.
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www.michigancat.com
1-888-MICH CAT
Brownstown Twp. Kalkaska Novi
Grand Rapids Shelby Twp. Saginaw Lansing
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One free, easy call gets your utility lines
marked AND helps protect you from
injury and expense.

Know what's helow.
Call before you dig.

Safe Digging Is No Accident:
Always Call 811 Before You Dig

Know what’s below. Always call 811 before you dig.

Visit call811.com for more information. - O =
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Your Answer To Lead-Based
Paint Compliance

Setting the Standard
for Tomorrow

We have the expenience, equipment and
the best trained work force in the industry

Atsalis Bros. Painting welcomas the
opportunity 1o discuss your needs and
axpectations on any interior or extesior
job, no matter how large or small.

For more information, call or write us.

Atsalis Brothers Painting Co.
221849 E. 14 Mile Road
Clinton Twp., Michigan 48035

(586) 790-0123
Fax: (586) 780-3065
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By Ryan Doom
President of Web Ascender
www.webascender.com
517-579-0420
Many small businesses start off with
buying a couple of computers, connecting
them to the Internet and then they operate
completely independent of one
another.  That means that the
computers are connected to a network
but nothing is shared between
them. A common next step is to do
some simple file sharing between the
computers so user A can access files
and data on user BS computer and
vice versa. Every improvement you
make to your network or infrastructure should increase
productivity, increase client satisfaction, increase security, or
increase your ability to recover from a disaster. Below I will
analyze some commion server or advanced network features and
see how your business might benefit from them.

Data Redundancy

When sharing files from a single computer, what happens
when that hard drive dies? When that happens all of your data
is gone, or it is going to cost you a fortune to take it to a specialist
who can try to retrieve the data from the bad hard drive. If
you buy an actual server-grade computer, they often come
with multiple hard drives that are automatically duplicated to
another internal drive, known as mirroring. This is one level of
redundancy that will allow a hard drive in your server to fail,
without you losing all of your data. This technology is referred
to as RAID and there are many different server configurations
available depending on your exact needs.

Data Backups

Data redundancy from extra hard drives is great, but you also
need to have backups of your important information. At a bare
minimum your business should backup files located on individual
computers on a regular basis to DVD discs or a USB hard drive.
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However, if you have a central fileserver (it could be a computer
or network attached hard drive) that everyone uses to store their
important files on. then your backup strategy will become much
easier. Instead of going to each individual computer and doing
backups you will only need to backup that single area where
everyone saves their documents. Also, remember to take your
backups home at night (or to some other offsite location). Backups
won't do you any good if you have a fire in your office or server
room and your backup discs are sitting right next to your server!

Security and Permissions

A centralized server will allow you to create a domain in which
you will make user accounts for each of your employees on the
server rather than individual computers. This will allow you to
easily create or disable employees’ accounts as needed. You will
also be able to control what access users have to the computers they
are on, as well as what files they can access on your main server.

Print Sharing

Installing printers directly to your network or server will
allow your employees to use a centralized printer rather than
everyone requiring their own. This would allow you to have one
very nice printer rather than many mediocre printers.

Roaming Profiles

Some server environments make every computer in your
organization appear the same to each employee. That means
that if user A logs onto computer Z on Monday, and saves all
of their files and work on computer Z, then on Friday when
they use computer X all of their files from Z will be there. It
seamlessly exchanges information with the server and makes
the necessary files available to user A on all computers. Even
your computer desktop and background is the same.

Hosting “Value Added Services™

Ifyou have a server on your internal network this opens up many
possibilities for running software that everyone can use to improve
your company's bottom line. Here are some software solutions that
are commonly run on servers to increase productivity:

+ Microsoft Exchange — This allows your employees to
access email from their computer or over the web. It also allows
inter-office collaboration by offering convenient access to other

T — -~




employees’ calendars as well as customer contacts.

- Customer Relationship Management — Microsoft CRM, SugarCRM and ACT are
just a few of the popular CRMs currently available to be hosted on your server. CRM
will allow you to digitally archive detailed information regarding your sales prospects,
current customers, appointments, documents and more.

« VPN or Terminal Services — Having a properly designed network and server
configuration could allow your employees to login to their exact office computer
environment conveniently from home or an offsite location.

Closing Comments

I have seen extremely creative networks that have survived without servers for a very
long time. At Web Ascender we had a server from day one. Since our product is digital, we
would be distraught if we ever lost even a single file. My general rule of thumb is if you have
over five employees using computers you need a server and should consult a professional to
design, implement, or review your network. You do not need to hire a full-time IT person
for this. There are many of companies who will setup your network at an affordable rate
and can be on call 24 hours a day should you require any additional assistance.

For more information about Web Ascender, visit www.webascender.com. For a
testimonial about the company, contact MITA’s Tech/Web Coordinator Stacey Morris
at staceymorris@mi-ita.com.
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Web Site
Development

10% Off a Website

Mention this ad for a discount on
one of our basic web packages

Effective, affordable web solutions

Request a quote on our website

WWW.WEBASCENDER.COM 51 7-579-0420
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WE'RE THE
LIGHTWEIGHTS IN
OUR INDUSTRY.

AND PROUD OF IT.

At James Burg Trucking 14 years moving concrete products, brick, bagged cement,
Company, our lightweight steel sheathing, and trench boxes efficiently throughout
equipment can scale over Michigan, northern Ohio,
115,000 pounds. Which means northern Indiana,and Ontario.

you could save time and money by reducing the number In fact, our on-time delivery

of trips it takes for us to haul J ratio exceeds 99%. So whether

your job. We've been serving k& ] + 5 you need one truck for one load or twenty trucks for two

the construction industry with e = s weeks, call us. Because when it comes to superior customer

Michigan flatbeds for over s service and on-time delivery, we're the heavyweights.

BIC

On time. Time and again.

Steve Burg, Dispatch 800.841.1289 James Burg, President 586.751.9000 Fax 586.751.1367 www.jbtc.net Active Associate Member of the MITA.
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Lettells
to MITA

Dear Bob:
We appreciate the work you've done for us. Keep it up.

Donald Swartzlander
Balkema Excavating Inc.

Dear Mike:

Thanks for taking the industry lead on the SBT replacement.
Since engineering firms have many of the same pass through items
as contractors, you've taken NTH from a position of increased taxa-
tion to a lower tax position.

You guys are the industry leaders!

Keith M. Swaffar, PE.
NTH Consultants, Ltd.

Dear Rob:

Thanks for the help yesterday; it was greatly appreciated. 1was
in a bind, having a bad employee day, was supposed to be in 10 dif-
ferent places and didn’t have time to do a little homework. 10U, and
you're wonderful!

Mary Rybinski
Safety Director
Site Development, Inc.

Dear Keith:

I just wanted to give you guys at MITA a pat on the back for a job
well done in getting contractors a fair shake in the SBT replacement
legislation. If MITA wasn't there, it could have been a real disaster
for our industry.

Also, I wanted to mention that both legislators in my district,
Senator Glenn Anderson and Representative John Pastor, were very
helpful, supportive and responsive toward our (MITAS) concerns
with respect to the new tax bill.

Tom DiPonio
Jay Dee Contractors, Inc.

Seize Control

Our newest state-of-the-art wash plant uses a computer controlled
density separator that lets us supply consistently superior, virtually
lignite-free sand at competitive prices. Controlled quality has made
Levy a Pre-Qualified State Aggregate Supplier with:
W /0 State-Certified Aggregate Technicians
W 5 MDOT-Certified QC/QA Labs
B MDOT/0DOT Spec Products
W /4 Locations in SE Michigan

B Concrete/Asphall Aggregates W Base/Fill Material
B Decorative/Roofing Stone M USGA Golf Course Sand
W Septic Stone W Road Gravel W Mason Sand
Seize your phone and call (313) 429-LEVY.

Or contact our web site: www.edwclevy.com

EDW. C. LEVY CO.
Nothing Builds Better Than Levy.
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MITA Voted Among
Best Lobby Groups

AT
RPN

MITA and MITAs Vice President of Government and Public
Relations Mike Nystrom were named among Lansing’s best membership
organizations and single-issue lobbyists, according to a survey conducted
by the Michigan Information and Research Service (MIRS).

The survey was sent to over 600 individuals who work in or closely
follow state government. Printed copies were mailed to all department
directors and legislative liaisons, all members of the Legislature and all non-
state government MIRS subscribers. The subscribers of the MIRS news
reports include a broad base of university officials, corporate lobbyists,
labor officials and others within the state’s various trade groups.

The Michigan Chamber and Chamber Executive Vice President
Richard Studley won the top vote. Studley is co-chair of the Michigan
Transportation Team (MTT), a coalition that Mike Nystrom also co-
chairs. MTT continues to lobby aggressively for more state and federal
road funding.

Mike Nystrom, MITA's vice president of government and
public relations, testified earlier this year during House
Transportation Committee hearings on infrastructure
funding.

Rent Heavy
Machinery

e Backhoes
e Excavators
e Bulldozers
¢ Rollers/Compactors
e Telescopic Forklifts
e Off-Road Dumps

e Hydraulic Hammers =
e Water Tanks D32-D155 buIIdozers

GRAND RAPIDS e TRAVERSE CITY
N.E. DETROIT e SAGINAW e LANSING

py 1-800-730-1272

AIS Technical Hot Line 1-877-AlS-0400
After-hours Pager/Message Center: 1-800-AlS-NITE
Mon-Thur 6am-6pm e Fri 6am-5pm e Sat 8am-12pm

e Loaders
e Graders
e Screeners
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\'/[17:¥ Presents Michigan Construction
Quality Partnership Awards

MITAS Vice President of Engineering Services Glenn Bukoski, PE.,
presented the first Michigan Construction Quality Partnership Awards
during MITAs Summer Conference July 21.

In addition to MITA the partnership includes MDOT, American
Council of Engineering Companies - Michigan, Asphalt Pavement
Association of Michigan, Michigan Concrete Paving Association,
County Road Association of Michigan, Federal Highway Administration
and the Michigan Road Preservation Association. The partnership is
working together to improve all products, processes and relationships
involved with highway design and construction through cooperation,
coordination and a strong commitment to continuous improvement.

Four projects were recognized from the 2006 construction season
that embodied the principles and goals of the CQP initiative.

m I-75/M-81 Interchange Reconstruction
w/Roundabouts
Owner: MDOT Bay Region
Designer: DLZ of Michigan
Prime Contractor: Walter Toebe Construction Co.

The M-81 bridge over I-75 was in critical condition and daily traffic
volumes were increasing, especially with commercial trucks, to the
point that there were often significant back ups on the exit ramps
and on the bridge. The interchange was a conventional tight diamond
design that caused operational problems for truck drivers when making
the tight radius turns resulting in the occasional rollover.

From an evaluation of the cost estimates of the alternative designs
(five designs considered), and from an operational viewpoint MDOT
found the “modern roundabout interchange” (fully integrated freeway

I-75/M-81 Interchange Reconstruction with

interchange with two roundabouts at the cross road on-off ramp
termini locations) to be the significantly better and most attractive
design alternative.

The consternation MDOT had to overcome was the fact that they
had never constructed a roundabout on the trunkline system, let alone
as a key element of a busy freeway interchange.

After many meetings and much discussion MDOT made the
decision to build this “first time ever” project at an estimated cost
savings of $6 to $7 million dollars when compared to the typical
interchange reconstruction design. From the operational perspective
the roundabouts were projected to provide a positive effect on reducing
congestion and idle time, and improving safety and air quality. This was
all due to the continuous movement of traffic and their maneuverability
through the interchange. In addition to this Michigan CQP Quality
Achievement Award, the CQP Executive Steering Committee has
nominated this project for recognition in the 2007 NPHQ National
Achievement Awards program.

m Southfield, M-10 Lodge Reconstruction
Owner: MDOT Metro Region
Designer: CH2M Hill

Prime Contractor: Dan’s Excavating, Inc./Ajax PavingIndustries,Inc.

The reconstruction of the “Mixing Bowl” (north end of M-10 Lodge
where it connects with I-696 in Southfield) was a significant project in
the Detroit Metro area in the summer of 2006. Two distinct projects,
the reconstruction of M-10 in the Mixing Bowl and the Franklin Road
bridge over 1-696, were built concurrently over a four-month period.
The M-10 project included the reconstruction of over three miles of

LS

e

M-10 Lodge Reconstruction/-96/36th Street Interchange:
Glenn Bukoski, Mark Johnston and Chris Poe of Ajax Paving
Industries, Inc., John Friend

Roundabouts: From left to right: Glenn Bukoski, MITA's
vice president of engineering services; Bill Deacon, Walter
Toebe Construction Co.; John Friend, MDOT’s bureau
director, Bureau of Highways — Delivery

Continues on pg. 18
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VMiember Profile SLAGTER

CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY

MDOT
PREQUALIFICATIONS:
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From Ié‘f?lto right: Bill'\Wesela, SheilaCoolsen, Patty
Lieffers, Andy O’Connor, Steve Br'ower' Brian Slagter,
Roger Urbanski and Butch VanderVliet

Slagter Construction has been in the heavy highway construction business since 1955
providing services in bridge construction and rehabilitation, guardrail installation, and a
variety of other transportation related services in Michigan.

“We pride ourselves in a long history of providing top-quality service on time;” said Brian
Slagter, president and CEO of the MDOT-prequalified company, which is located in Wayland.

Slagter is also president of the MITA Board of Directors. In addition, his wife, Cynthia, is
president/CEO of C. Slagter Construction, Inc., which specializes in guardrail construction. c o N TA c T L I S T .

With 100 employees, Slagter Construction’s significant achievements include
reconstruction of the Wealthy Street, Franklin Street and Hall Street bridges over US
131 in Grand Rapids (1991), US 31 reconstruction in Muskegon (2000), and the I-496
reconstruction in Lansing (2001).

The three generation family heritage began when Brian’s grandfather, John Slagter,
worked as a general superintendent for VanderVeen Construction. When Brian’s father
had completed four years in the Navy, he returned home in 1955 to the company’s first
project, which was half completed. Brian's grandfather and father worked side by side
every day until later in the 1960's when his grandfather retired. Brian began leading the
company in 1993 when his father, Bob, became ill.

Initially the company built box culverts as a three-employee subcontractor for larger
companies. With the advent of pre-fabricated culverts, Slagter built a few new bridges
mostly in rural areas over small streams. Since 1972, the company began overlaying
bridge decks with concrete or waterproof membranes. In 1982, Slagter acquired Moored
Construction, which specialized in guardrail installation, and has operated under the
name Slagter Construction since 1999.

“This year we have over 15 jobs in Michigan, including a critical time-sensitive deck overlay, pier replaceme
bridge project on I-196 in Grand Rapids,” Slagter said. “We also have repair work on the M-30 bridge over US-10 i
Midland County and several projects in the Detroit area. For the first time in our history, we are opening an office th
year in Florida due to a decrease in construction work in Michigan. All of us in the construction industry are facing thi
situation because of a decrease in state and federal funds that are used for infrastructure projects in Michigan.”

conferences and much more.
“Tlong ago learned that associations, like MITA, are a vital part of a company like ours,” said Slagter, the father of

members is still developing. It is great to be board president now, but it would be even greater to be president five
years from now.”
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General Insurance ¢ Surety Bonds

1175 West Long Lake Rd. Suite 200 * Troy, M| 48098
248-828-3377

Fax 248-828-4290 - Bonding
248-828-3741 — Insurance

e-mail: mmiller@vtcins.com

WWW.VECINS.com
Del Valenti Kathy Irelan Julie Rourke
lan Donald Tom Skuza Ken Boland
Rod Gawel Jason McLelland  Mike Miller
Timothy O'Malley Jeff Chandler Teresa Casey
Joe McIntyre Al Chandler Gary J. Beggs
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Thank you for reading and/or advertising in Cross-Section Magazine. We value your input and ask that you please complete the following form and fax it to Nancy Brown at
MITA (517-347-8344). We are constantly striving to meet your interests with our stories, so your comments are very important to us. Thanks for your participation in this survey.

Please rate each area of the magazine by circling a number.
One is poor; five is excellent.
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n
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Executive Vice President Comment

Vice President of Membership Services Comment 172345
Vice President of Engineering Services Commert 12345
Director of Technical Services Comment - 12345
ﬁiﬁéﬁtﬁﬁﬁf“S'éféf\'j'djhﬁ'rﬁéﬁt .............................................................. 1334
Director of Legisletive Affairs Comment - 12345
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T e 1334

Which articles did you find most helpful?

Which articles did you find of least value?

Are there any topics you would like to see covered in future
issues of Cross-Section Magazine?

What is your overall impression of Cross-Section Magazine?

FAXTO: 517-347-8344

Construction I.'n:!.:im:l.'rinl.-,l Highway Design I Bridge Design | Transportation Planning | Surveying

BO0. 4822864 | wwsw.owadelrim. com
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From left to right: Scott Bohn,
i Bruce Penfield, Nick Cadwell,

- L n._ 1 ’,_'h Nate Vohwinkle, Dave Galvin, Patti
. . - ﬁa‘l:,l; Curtice, Joe Galvin, Mark Fabiano
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Michigan Pipe and Valve has a unique business model in which
each subsidiary is independently owned and operated yet is not
totally independent.

The five subsidiaries share expenses and administrative costs, so there is no
redundancy in payables and receivables for the company, which is a statewide
distributor of water and sewer supplies for water, sanitary and storm sewer projects.

| | “We have one board of directors overseeing all the operations and we
. lease employees across the board in order to obtain better benefits, such as
insurance and 401 K plan,” said Gary Putrow, owner/
president, Lansing. Michigan Pipe and Valve has
71 employees in five locations across the
state. “This also allows us to negotiate
with numerous vendors and have more
clout as a consolidated group.”

More important than having a
businggsnpllan that works, Michigan Pipe
and Valve, headquartered in Jackson, is
dedicated to aﬁtomer needs with more
than 150 years of combined experience
as a complete water and sewer supplies
distributor. '

Putrow got his start in his family’s
business, Michigan Hydrant and Valve,
+ where he worked for over 10 years. The

company was in operation from 1938-
1983 and had offices in Detroit, Lansing
and Traverse City. His road to his current
position began in 1991 when Tom Ryan,

=
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who recently left Underground Pipe and Valve in Indiana,
founded the company in Jackson. Meantime, Putrow was
working for Price and Brothers. As friendly competitors,
Putrow and Ryan eventually came together as a company
when Putrow was working out of his home in 1996. In 2000,
Putrow began operating the Lansing-based subsidiary out of
its present location, a 23-acre site on Snow Road.

In 2007, sales are higher than recent years, while profit
margins are lower and price increases are more frequent, but
Putrow is remaining cautiously optimistic about the business.

“Competition is fierce, but we remain committed to customer
service and to standing behind our products,” said Putrow; who
customers rely on for his uncanny ability to locate hard to find
material. “We are like a lumberyard in that we stock immediate
need materials, and we ship directly to the customer from the
supplier as much as possible for other items.”

Putrow is also glad to be a member of MITA for many reasons.

“My customers belong and I support MITA because it
supports my customers;” he says. “It is my job to help MITA
in their pursuit to help those customers. For example, when
the Michigan Business Tax was under consideration, we did
what MITA asked and wrote letters to our legislators.”

Rob Coppersmith, MITAs vice president of membership
services, summed up MITAs view of Michigan Pipe and Valve.

“Every time I call them, no matter what I ask for, they are
willing to help out in anyway they can,” he said. “And they
take advantage of the services MITA has to offer them.”

CONTACT INFORMATION
Michigan Pipe & Valve, Inc.

www. michiganpipe.com

Specialties: 51,53,58,59,61,62,64,65,66,70
Fittings: Valves & Hydrants

Geotextiles, Erosion Control Materials, Geogrids
Manhole Frames, Cavers

Manholes: Precast Concrete

Pipe: ABS Truss

Pipe: Clay

Pipe: Corrugated Metal

Pipe: Ductile Iron

Pipe: Plastic

Pumps, Pumping Stations, Specialty Valves

Michigan Pipe & Valve, Inc.
3604 PAGE AVE.

JACKSON, MI 49203

PHONE: 517-764-9151

FAX: 517-764-9155

President: Mike Orr
Mike.orr@michiganpipe.com

Vice President: Michael Bailey
Mike. bailey@michiganpipe.com

Michigan Pipe & Valve, Inc. - Flint
PO. BOX 527

FLUSHING, MI 48433

PHONE: 810-230-2737

FAX: 810-230-2992

Mike Kovich

Michigan Pipe & Valve, Inc. - Lansing
1931 SNOW RD.
LANSING, MI 48917

PHONE: 517-322-0300

FAX: 517-322-4037

Gary Putrow
Gary.putrow@michiganpipe.com

Michigan Pipe & Valve, Inc. - Saginaw
PO. BOX 129

CARROLTON, MI 48724

PHONE: 989-752-7911

FAX: 989-752-7970

Art Valls Il

Michigan Pipe & Valve, Inc. - Traverse City

2200 CASS RD.
TRAVERSE CITY, MI' 49684

PHONE: 231-929-7473
FAX: 231-929-9897

Co-Owner/Operations: Tim Brugger
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concrete freeway, shoulder, and ramp pavements. This work was
completed in conjunction with the establishment of a new drain, the
rehabilitation of five bridge structures, and an extensive amount of
electrical work on the freeway lighting and MDOT’s MITS network.
With their multiple and often overlapping traffic control scenarios, the
M-10 and Franklin Road bridge projects posed significant operation
challenges in accommodating the 230,000 vehicles that moved through
the area on a daily basis. A very aggressive media campaign by MDOT
and a lot of communication, cooperation, and careful planning by
MDOT and the contractors involved made a difficult project a success
that opened to traffic two months ahead of schedule.

m Ontonagon Bridge Relocation
Owner: MDOT Superior Region
Designer: MDOT Design Division

Prime Contractor: Zenith Tech, Inc.

Ontonagon Bridge Relocation: Glenn Bukoski, Joel
Christopherson of Zenith Tech, John Friend

STUART,
FRAMEY,

MATTHEWS &
CHANTRES, P.C.

The Ontonagon Bridge relocation resulted in portions of M-64
and M-38 being relocated and the bridge location moving a half-mile
upstream. The work took place in the Village of Ontonagon, located
in the western Upper Peninsula along Lake Superior The 13-span
structure includes a multi-use pathway separated from traffic, a new
carpool lot and decorative lighting which matches the lighting in
downtown Ontonagon.

m I-96 / 36th Street Interchange
Owner: MDOT Grand Region
Designer: URS Corporation
Prime Contractor: Kamminga & Roodvoets, Inc./Ajax Paving
Industries, Inc. Joint Venture

This project involved the construction of a new interchange at I-96
and 36th Street and the reconstruction of 2.12 miles of I-96, including
ramp extensions. Other significant components of the project were the
construction of five new bridge structures, temporary median and ramp
crossovers, ramp work, construction of a wetland mitigation bank, and
the establishment of native plants, grasses and a native prairie land.

Construction Industry Specialists
Accounting
Business and

Tax Planning

Certified Public Accourttanlis

18515 Orchard Lake Road
Farrmington Hills, Ml 483314
(248) 114-2100 Fax (248) 3I4-8888

www.sfmc-pc.com
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Substandard roads and bridges cost Michigan
drivers approximately $7 billion per year in the
cost of wasted time and fuel, additional traffic
crashes and increased vehicle maintenance costs
as a result of state routes that have significant
deterioration, are congested, or lack adequate
safety features, according to a recent report
released by The Road Information Program
(TRIP). TRIP is a national transportation
non-profit research organization based in
Washington, D.C.

The report estimates that the average cost
of inadequate roadways is $1,671 annually per
driver in the Detroit metro area, $1,085 per driver
in the Grand Rapids area, $866 per driver in the
Lansing area, and $785 per urban driver living
elsewhere in the state.

TRIP’s study is entitled “Paying the Price
for Inadequate Roads in Michigan: The Cost
to Motorists in Reduced Safety, Lost Time and
Increased Wear” The study found that 38
percent of major roads in Michigan are in poor
or mediocre condition and 39 percent of the
state’s urban highways were congested in 2006.
On average, 1,235 people were killed annually in
motor vehicle accidents in Michigan from 2001
through 2005.

“The TRIP report shows that Michigan’s
roads are costing the state’s drivers lives, time
and money, said William M. Wilkins, TRIP’s
executive director. “Repairing roads, relieving
congestion and improving roadway safety in
Michigan could literally save the state’s motorists
billions of dollars each year”

The TRIP report found that driving on roads
in need of repair costs Michigan’s motorists $2.6
billion annually in extra vehicle depreciation,
additional repair costs, and increased fuel

Continues on pg. 49
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Reprinted with permission from Better Roads. Copyright 2007,
James Informational Media, Inc.

www.betteroads.com

Kirk Landers, VP/Editorial Director

While everyone else in the road industry got ready for the
construction and repair season this spring, the leadership of the
American Road & Transportation Builders Association rolled out
a new vision for the federal highway program and began selling it
on Capitol Hill.

The lobbying group is proposing a Critical Commerce Corridors
Program to create a system for the secure and efficient movement
of freight in the United States. The “3C Program” would be financed
by a new and completely separate user fee mechanism and would
complement the existing core federal highway programs.

This is a vitally important proposal because it shines a bright
light on the direct connection between roads and commerce, and
because it makes a powerful case for the pressing need to expand
our transportation capacity or bear the economic consequences.
It marks a dramatic change in industry strategy. Rather than
politicking Congress to expand existing programs, ARTBA is selling
anew idea...or, in the grandiloquent prose of government, a vision.

It is a worthy vision, both for the country and for the road
industry, and we hope the other voices of the industry — including
yours — will support this initiative in the months to come. This
is the prelude to the next federal transportation bill which will
be discussed among movers and shakers next year and voted on
(hopefully) in 2009.

One of the hallmarks of the ARTBA proposition is its straight-
forward, unapologetic call for newuser fees. Speaking to the National
Surface Transportation and Policy Revenue Study Commission last
March, ARTBA vice chairman Charlie Potts called for a federal fuel
tax of 8.5 cents per gallon in FY 2010 to fund the 3-C Program; that
would grow to 10 cents per gallon in FY 2015.

While the Congress and administration that passed the current
SAFETEA program had heart palpitations at the thought of a mere
penny or two increase in the fuel tax, the next bunch to consider
this program will be confronting a much different reality. For
openers, the argument that a fuel tax increase that raises the cost
of gasoline from $1.50 to $1.52 per gallon would rip a bloody hole in
the American economy has been burned to cinders by 2007 pump
prices that will push $4.00 a gallon this summer in many places.

Continues on pg. 54



Executive Vice President Comment

Michigan's Construction Industry is
Important to Michigan's Economy

It's becoming apparent to me that our lawmakers and many
bureaucrats simply don't have a clue as to the importance of Michigans
construction industry to the state’s economy.

In an age of computers and fast-paced technology we are still a
business of people. Our list of owners includes small to large businesses
and represent unparalleled diversity. They are hard-working individuals
who choose to make Michigan their home and most, if not all, would prefer
to stay in Michigan. Unfortunately, our states economic activity or lack
of it has forced many MITA members to look elsewhere for projects. After
all, these first, second and, in many cases, third generation companies feel
a sense of duty to their employees and their families and, as a result, must
‘go where the work is”

Above all, with the problems and nearly non-existent profit margins,
contractors do not offer threats of moving to Mexico where wages are low
and benefits absent. Quite to the contrary, they are more than willing to
stay put and provide infrastructure improvements that are and will be
essential to Michigan's recovery and economic health. So, you have to ask
yourself what the payback is for loyalty. In many respects we are being
held as hostages.

Over a year ago the governor held a press conference to announce a
replacement for the single business tax. Throughout the entire discussion
and prior to this announcement, MITA made it abundantly clear that any
business tax plan must include significant
relief from the draconian personal property

remedied and, to top it off, our industry
is receiving a 35 percent reduction in
personal property taxes. What could
have happened did not, but it presents yet £y
another example of how much credence +Bob Patzer
is given to those who are loyal to our state _

and want to stay here.

MITA Building

Not a day goes by without a member asking how my MITA building
is progressing. Well, first of all, it is not my building; it belongs to all dues
paying members. Secondly, by the time you read this we will have been
settled in, as well as the Asphalt Pavement Association of Michigan. The
Michigan Concrete Paving Association is due to occupy their space in
February of 2008.

I'would encourage you to stop by and visit your building if you're in the

Lansing area. I can assure you that it is built to last and sends a message of
strength and pride to all who visit or merely drive by the facility.

To contact Bob Patzer, e-mail him at
bobpatzer@mi-ita.com or call 517-347-8336.

tax. Inits final form only manufacturing firms
When
confronted the then state treasurer admitted
those who own construction companies in his
words “arent going anywhere.” Guess that
settles the hostage situation!

received PPT credit or reductions.

Now comes 2007 and our lawmakers
are patting their collective backs over a
compromise replacement to SBT. But once
again the construction industry takes one on
the chin. Inits original form the new Michigan
Business Tax (MBT) incredibly contained a
layered tax for contractors. As an example,
a prime contractor would pay a MBT on all

d=
§ dras
H“'-__;—-" "
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Zervos Group, Inc.

S T24 FARMBROOE RD. « PO BOX 2067 = SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN 480372067

Contractors Insurance
Bonds » Pension Plans
Group Health & Life

(248) 355-4411

gross receipts and each subcontractor would
do the same, resulting in multiple taxation
of the same receipts. At this point we were
ready to rent a boat and start heaving tea into
the Grand River.

If you read our numerous bulletins on this
issue, you now know that the situation has been

Staff of 40 to Provide “Service with Zervos”

Gug E. Zarvos, CED
Anpela G. Zervos, WP
Dwan Burdan
Al Patarson

Steve M. fenvod. Presidan
Michael G. Zarvos, WP

Jirn Gangaro Dave Langpe

Larry Palac Dominic Micita
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Vice President of Government

& Public Relations Comment

The Anatomy of a
Legislative Success

You have undoubtedly read the recent bulletins

“This legislation could have

toproduce the

touting the success that MITA had with regard to achievement

its involvement in the new Michigan Business Tax resulted in an increase that we had in

(MBT) debate. You probably know that this success this debate.

included several items that were favorable to the to certain construction First of

heavy construction industry and the members of all, much of

MITA, including the following: companies of as much as the thanks Mike Nystrom

« SIC codes 16 and 17 were included in the bill
(codes for road builders, underground and specialty
contractors).

+ Construction companies were given a 100

500 percent, which could

have ultimately put many

-i
those members who have regularly over the years
participated in the MITA PAC. Without the high level

of involvement from several of our members across the
state, the MITA PAC would not be recognized as the voice

should go to

percent deduction for all subcontracting costs. : i
+ The legislation includes a tangible purchases contactors in MlChlgaH of the industry in Lansing. This voice allows MITA staff
credit that will allow contractors to deduct their cost out of business” access, whether it is via telephone, in the Capitol lobby, or

of goods.

» LLCs and S-Corps will be able to deduct the
cost of salaries paid to co-owners, thus avoiding a double taxation scenario.

« A 35 percent reduction in the personal property tax burden, which is paid
by the construction industry.

All of these items have been high profile in the e-mail and hardcopy mailings
that have gone out of MITA in recent weeks. We have not only used this success
in a member promotion effort, but we are also using this success to promote
greater participation from the membership in the MITA PAC.

What you might not know is actually how this effort came together in order

SPARTAN SPECIALTIES LTD

SOLLTHINS

NOTL STABILILATION

— GROUTING TECHNOLOGIES
FOHNIATTCEN CIROITTING
LN 1w CROLTING

CHLEMIC AL CROCTING
MR EINECFYENT

— UIMNCRETE REPAIR ——

FPUET P R Arl ald 0 AT ]

PP INT LU TR

FABRIC FOILM DLR00T BALS
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PILLS
SIS
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EARTH & ROWCK ANCHOIRS

566-826-8811
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in an elected official’s office, which might not otherwise
be available to groups of a lesser stature. The strength
of the MITA PAC is one primary reason why MITA was
recently named one of the most effective lobbying organizations in the state.

Another significant reason for the success that MITA had in this recent
MBT debate was that MITA staff and our multi-client lobbyist, Jim Ryan, from
Public Affairs Associates (PAA), are so well recognized and respected not only
by the elected officials downtown, but also by the legislative staff involved in this
effort. Those relationships are imperative during the review process of such a
voluminous piece of legislation (161 pages). To make sure that even the smallest
of typos are corrected, it takes numerous conversations and phone calls to follow

them through to completion.

Finally, as details of the proposed legislation were
released, the MITA staff felt that the issues facing the
industry were important enough that we went to the
media; and, as a result, MITA was the first business
group in the state to officially come out opposed to
the legislation. In the end, a significant amount of
editorial support from across the state helped to push
legislators to look for a legislative fix on this issue.

Prior to the final vote of the legislature, MITA
staff prepared a one-pager of suggested changes to the
MBT proposed legislation. This one-pager ultimately
ended up being the primary document that legislators
and staffers used to make sure that the contracting
community was taken care of at the end of this tax
debate.

Throughout the process MITA staff and PAA
worked diligently on the issues that were important
to the heavy construction industry, however, there
were several other issues that came up during the
debate that ultimately were not part of the end
result. Some of those issues may have been positive

Continues on pg. 54



Vice President of Membership
Services Comment

Looking Ahead While
Remembering Behind

As Iwrite this article from my new office I can truly feel the final affects of
the merger of the former AUC and MRBA. The directive to build an industry
building is now complete. However, it is difficult to be overly excited due to
the economic hardships and funding shortfalls that many members are being
impacted by. This article will touch on a variety of pending and past issues
that have and will impact you as a member in a variety of ways.

If you don't know MITA has been successful the past two years in
obtaining an education and training grant from MIOSHA. Previous grants
provided funds that helped MITA deliver the training to the membership.
MITA then developed curriculum for a training approach we at MITA feel
is very successful. All trades training is just that, training that impacts all
construction workers. From that point specific training for fall protection,
underground construction and traffic control were developed. MITA has
provided this training to members across the state and will continue down
this path with regard to targeted training. This year, however, MITA has
shifted gears. Our current grant request is directed toward underground
construction, specifically, for the development of a DVD concerning hazards
and proper work techniques concerning underground construction and

utility locating. If successful
with the grant request,
MITA will develop the DVD
content over the winter
and begin production of it
in the spring of 2008. We
will be asking for members
to participate by supplying
access to various types of underground construction jobsites.

RBob Copppersmith

Our first Haz-Woper training course took place the week of August 6th
- basically the first week we were open for business. As MITA goes forward,
the new building will offer us the ability to perform a variety of classes that
may not make it into the Superconferences due to time constraints. The new
building will also allow us to provide members training that we just couldn’t
do that easily in the past. Also, please remember that as a member this is your
building and you are welcome to use the training room for meetings or other
needs. Just call the office to get on the schedule. Many statewide members
already use MITA as a meeting place and I encourage you to do the same.

Continues on pg. 55
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Vice President of Engineering
Services Comment

MDOT Approves New Claim Procedure

Have you ever had to file a claim for extra compensation or time on a project
governed by the MDOT Standard Specifications and found yourself confused
about exactly what you should include in your claim package, and then frustrated
after you turned in that claim package because you had no idea where it was in
the process or when a decision might come out of the process? Those of you who
have shared these experiences and frustrations will be happy to learn that at its
July 2007 meeting, MDOT's Engineering Operations Committee approved a new
claim procedure that will replace the existing administrative process that dates
back to 1996.

The new claim procedure, developed and written by a small four-person
team comprised of two MDOT representatives and two MITA representatives,
establishes a process that requires an increased level of attention, accountability
and urgency by the contractor and department alike. The claim procedure is
documented graphically in the Claims Process Flowchart (CPF) that delineates
the process steps and identifies the anticipated time durations between those
process steps. The process step durations established on the CPF and within the

written procedures are intended
to be maximum timeframes with
any request for an extension of
those durations, whether by the
contractor or the department,
made and documented in
writing,

To assure a consistent level
of attention, accountability
and urgency is exercised by
both the contractor and the department in fulfilling their responsibilities for the
claim process, a Claims Tracking Database (CTD) is being developed and will be
implemented statewide. The CTD will track the status of every claim initiated
from “Notice of Intent” to final disposition within the administrative process.
The CTD will provide MITA and MDOT leadership with the tool necessary to
track actual process step durations, requests for extensions to those durations

-

»
y
&

n Bukoski, P.E.
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Durations 60 Days 60 Days

CLAIMS PROCESS FLOWCHART (CPF)

55 Days

Any extension requests to exceed the durations given in above process by
contractor or owner, must be approved by the region engineer. All delays
occurring in timeline will need to be justified in writing to the region engineer.

* ROR - Region Office Review
**COR - Central Office Review
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Director of Safety & Workforce

Development Comment

MITA is Your Go-To

Association for Training

Safety is a key word in the heavy construction industry, and one that
should be talked about daily. To be successful in the safety arena, you need
to train. Training employees to recognize, avoid and eliminate hazards
associated with their work will cut down lost time injuries, accidents or
even fatal mistakes. I have noticed over time that the companies that
train on a regular basis and enforce policy have less injuries or accidents.
These same companies also receive fewer MIOSHA citations.

MITA is the leader and your go-to association when it comes to
training. MITA will make available the training needed to complete any
job in the heavy construction industry. Now all you need to do is plan
ahead and take advantage of it. With our new training center up and
running, MITA will be hosting classes to benefit the masses. If you have an
idea or a particular class that you need, contact me or Rob Coppersmith,
and we'll assist with those needs.

Appeals

It has been a hot summer for MIOSHA inspections. Of particular
interest is contractors getting inspected over 20 times in three months.
These inspections did not take place at one jobsite, but it's troubling when
MIOSHA literally sits on your job for two days waiting to find something.
My hat goes off to those companies having this problem because they
learned from the first inspection and are not making the same mistakes
twice. MITA has taken a vested interest in the issue and is trying to
combat the problem.

Remember, we can't stop them from inspecting your job so that is
why you need to be on your toes and think safety all the time.

Contact MITA if you have questions about an inspection or the
appeals process.

Trucking

MITA has received numerous calls about having United States
Department of Transportation (USDOT) numbers on their commercial
vehicles. To facilitate compliance with the existing requirements set
forth in Act 181, PA 1963, CFR 49 part 390.21, the Michigan State Police
Motor Carrier Division is implementing an Intrastate Motor Carrier
Identification Requirement that all commercial motor vehicles that
operate solely in the state of Michigan obtain a USDOT number.

In 1990, Michigan adopted the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Regulations into state law. This adoption essentially placed the same
operational requirements on intrastate commercial motor vehicles as
those applied to interstate carriers, including the requirement to obtain
and display a USDOT number. This means all carriers or operators of
commercial motor vehicles that operate solely in the state of Michigan.
Commercial motor vehicle is defined as having a gross vehicle weight
rating or gross combination weight of 10,001 Ibs. or more, whichever is
greater, and commercial motor vehicles transporting hazardous materials
in quantities requiring placarding. This requirement will affect the entire
industry in some way.

The Michigan  State
Police will start enforcing this
January 1, 2008. Some local

law enforcement agencies
are currently enforcing these
requirements.

More detailed information
can be found on the Michigan State Police Motor Carrier Division web site
(www.michigan.gov).

Remember, there is plenty of time left to have a MITA jobsite
inspection done and, if you have questions or comments, contact me at
patrickbrown@mi-ita.com or call the MITA office 517-347-8336.

If you have any questions or comments, contact Pat Brown by
e-mail at patrickbrown@mi-ita.com or call (517) 347-8336.

EJIW EASTJORDAN

IRON WORKS EST.1883
We Cover the Infrastructure®

EJIW is a leading manufacturer of construction castings,
drainage products, valve boxes, utility castings, tree grates,
fire hydrants, airport & port authority castings, detectable
warning plates, and more. Insist on high quality EJIW
products, made in the USA.

Michigan sales offices are locate

Made in USA  800-626-4653 www.ejiw.com
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Director of Legisiative Affairs

It was once said that you might be an accountant if... you deduct Ex-Lax
as “moving expenses.”

Accountants are notoriously imaginative when it comes to creative
financing. The same could be said for state budget officials and politicians.

Ask any elected leader and they will tell you they are opposed to diversions
of road dollars for other purposes. Yet every budget year state policymakers
divert tens of millions of dollars to fund other government programs under the
guise of providing “transportation services.” This year, the governor’s budget
recommendation calls for almost $50 million of inter-departmental grants
(IDGs) to other state agencies for these “services.” Some of these expenses are
legitimate. Many are not.

The budget crisis at the state Capitol has created a donnybrook in Lansing
to compete for limited dollars for government programs. Traditional revenue
sources like the state income tax or sales tax have long since been spoken for.
So, protecting a $3 billion state transportation budget is like shooing flies off
the summer picnic table—a never-ending endeavor.

Although transportation dollars are constitutionally required to be used
for transportation purposes, it’s amazing how many state agencies are now
“volunteering” to help with our transportation needs.

We've recently learned that the Department of Corrections is insisting on a
massive expansion of clean-up efforts along our state highways. The customary
practice of charging $15 a day for each inmate is apparently out the window.
They want the transportation budget to pay the expenses for the inmate’s entire
day of incarceration. Price tag: $2 million.

The constitutional requirement of using these funds for onlytransportation-
related purposes are of little consequence to bean counters trying to balance a
state budget. Case in point is an Auditor General report issued in December
2006. The Auditor General said the State Police did not adequately account
for how their $400,000 transportation fund grant for the Criminal Justice
Information Center was tied to actual transportation-related costs. This year,
the State Police asked for a $1.2 million increase from transportation funds for

Government Raids on Road Dollars
Intensity as State Dollars Shrink

Comment

that same program.

In the 2006 report, the
Auditor General also pointed out
that the Department of Treasury
should charge the Michigan
Transportation Fund (MTF) only
the actual costs associated with
gas tax collection. They should NOT charge the MTF based on the percentage
of transportation-related tax collections to total tax collections. MITA has
vigorously argued that the cost of collecting the gas tax is very cheap compared
to other taxes, and thus the $8 million charged to transportation is exorbitant.
This year’s budget has been pending for over six months and the Department of
Treasury has yet to provide a new cost-allocation plan as required.

Keith Ledbetter

Inter-departmental grants are only the tip of the iceberg. Many state
agencies are getting their hands on MTF dollars through a new, more
surreptitious means. Annual “contracts” or “transfers” between various
departments are allowing these raids to take place away from public scrutiny
and are much harder to uncover. The raid from the Department of Corrections
is an example of this.

MITA has been working diligently to find these money grabs. We've been
workingwith Rep. Lee Gonzales (D-Flint), chairman ofthe House Transportation
Subcommittee on Appropriations, to identify not only inappropriate IDGs but
also the hidden contracts and transfers. For the first time ever, MITA intends
to get amendment language added to the state budget to crack down on these
hidden expenditures. We are also working to end the Secretary of States $20
million IDG to fund their branch offices as part of our overall funding reforms
and gas tax package.

MITA has our work cut out for us in our vigilant protection of road dollars.
It's a never-ending job that turns your stomach with every new revelation.

Ex-Lax, anyone?

To contact Keith Ledbetter, e-mail him at keithledbetter@
mi-ita.com or call 517-347-8336.

Boring and Jacking
Pipe Jacking
Tunneling

Scott Bazinet or Dick Lowe

2535 Bader Road - Horton, Michigan 45246 - Office (517) 529-9406
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State Transportation Budget Moves Forward

State and local road and bridge programs would receive $2.26 billion for 2008, according to a bill reported
recently from the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation. This represents a decrease of 3.7 percent
from last year due to a decline in gas tax and bond revenues.

There were several key legislative victories in the bill. MITA helped lead the charge to retain $13 million in
drivers license fees for the Transportation Economic Development Fund instead of channeling the money into
the general fund as Gov. Jennifer Granholm proposed in her executive budget.

MITA also worked with Rep. Lee Gonzales (D-Flint) to fight diversions of road money to other state agencies.
Boilerplate language was adopted, which would require state departments to adopt cost allocation plans based
on the actual cost of providing the transportation services. The bill would also require government audits of all
departmental financial transfers to help keep track of hidden raids.

The bill is now scheduled for a hearing in the full House Appropriations Committee. A transportation
funding bill is also pending in the state Senate.

Federal Court Ruling Strikes Down Portions of Hours
of Service Law

A recent decision by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia struck down the federal allowance
for expanded driving time (from 10 to 11 hours) along with the 34-hour restart rule.

MITA staff immediately took notice and has asked what effect this has on Michigan's law. You may
remember that MITA led the successful effort at the state legislative level just last year to allow expanded
driving time for the construction industry.

According to early analysis, it appears that Michigan’s expanded driving time provisions will remain intact.
Federal law has allowed states to offer a variety of exemptions under certain narrowly tailored circumstances.
The portion of federal law that allows such state exemptions appears to remain in place, thus our current Hours
of Service law does not change.

However, MITA will continue to monitor developments on the federal level as changes begin to
be proposed.

Feds Say Project Owners Can’t Force Construction
Contractors to Sign Project Labor Agreements

The National Labor Relations Board said last week that a labor union representing construction craft
workers and the owner of a construction project cannot lawfully require the contractor to sign a project labor
agreement.

In the decision Glen Falls Building and Construction Trades Council, 350 NLRB No. 42 (July 31, 2007),
the NLRB invalidated an agreement between a power company and a local union to require the construction
contractor to sign a labor agreement. According to the decision, the project owner’s primary purpose was to
“remove the threat of union opposition to its efforts to secure regulatory approval™.
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Director of Technical Services

MITA Is Committed to
Building Relations

Neither wind, nor snow, nor sleet, nor roadways blocked by fallen trees
will keep MITA from attending a CRAM engineering committee meeting. This
past June during a gusty trip to the great north (Copper Harbor), a fallen 18-
inch diameter birch tree closed US-41. Not able to make a distress call due to
a lack of cell phone service, things were not looking too promising for making
the evening meeting. Fortunately, this incident occurred in a part of the state
where there are more logging trucks than cars. Within minutes after watching
the tree completely close US-41, a logging truck arrived with the greatest tool
possible - a chain saw. With a few passing swipes of the chain saw the roadway
was once again in full operation. Thanks to the quick work of the truck driver,
MITA was able to attend the evening meeting.

This story appropriately demonstrates MITA's commitment to maintaining
and growing our relationships with local agency owners. Over the last few
years MITA has worked diligently in many owner agency arenas. Numerous
lines of communication have been opened and MITAS voice is being heard
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Watermain line stops 4”, 6” and 8”.
Isolate Watermain with no loss of service.

»Compton, Inc.

PO Box 487
South Haven MI 49090
Phone: 269-637-5188 | Fax: 269-637-7224
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Comment

loud and clear.

Not all trips to the CRAM
engineering committee meeting
are as memorable as the one
described above, but the meeting
contentand discussions between
MITA and county engineers are. During those committee meetings MITA has
lead discussions and proposed policy changes relative to many industry issues.
The following are a few examples:

+ Timely award of projects;

+ Specify appropriate pay item if contractor is required to perform QA

testing;

+ E-plans and E-proposal advocacy;

+ Removal of utility disclaimer contract language (i.e., “no additional
compensation will be paid for... existing utilities that are or are not
shown on the plans”)

+ Excessive permit fees charged by counties;

+ Conformance with the MDOT standard specifications for permit fee
reimbursement.

Invitations to be active in committee meetings are a two-way street.
MITA regularly invites local agency representatives to participate in the MITA/
MDOT quarterly meetings, MITA/MDOT Bridge Committee meetings, and
MISS DIG Utility Coordination meetings. All of these venues provide the local
units of government the opportunity and line of communication that keep
them engaged in the discussion and decision making process, thereby allowing
for a more palatable acceptance of change in procedures and policy.

Oftentimes MITA and the local agency owner do not agree on issues,
but the evolving relationships foster a favorable environment for better
understanding of the other’s perspective.

If you have an issue with a local unit of government, do not hesitate to call
us. Early involvement by your MITA staff can help resolve an issue before it
becomes drawn out and costly.

To contact Doug Needham, e-mail him at
douglasneedham@mi-ita.com or call 517-347-8336.



Before you get started:
There are five safety tips that apply to the entire industry. If you practice these five things, you could make an
impact on how your employees perform.

e KNOW YOUR JOB.
e BE ALERT.

TOOL

“Fall Protection Applies To Everyone”

e EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED.
e USE GOOD JUDGEMENT.

( JJ;—«\ I\_J

o ALWAYS THINK SAFETY.

These tool box talks have been designed to include all of the information your company should be able to include in
a five-minute session. MITA suggests that you document this activity with the sign in sheet provided and keep it

on file for future reference.

Fall protection can be an issue at any construction

site. The key to avoiding potential falls is recognizing
situations which would require fall protection and reacting
appropriately.

Construction safety standards have established a
threshold height of six feet in regards to fall protection.
This means any time you are more than 6' above a lower
level, some type of fall protection must be used.

Areas that may require fall protection could include:

e Ramps and runways

e Excavations that are not easily identified
* Hoist areas

e Manholes

e Roof holes

e Formwork & reinforcement steel work

e Leading edge work on bridges

e Precast concrete erection

e Bore pits & shafts

Fall protection can be accomplished in many different
ways. Some samples would include:

Guardrails

Guardrails are barriers put up to prevent falls to a lower
level. Guardrails must be placed at a height of 42" plus or
minus 3". A mid rail must also be in place between the
top of the guardrail and working edge. Be sure to use a
personal fall arrest system when installing guardrails.

Positioning Devices

Positioning devices may be used on the face of formwaork
or reinforcing steel structures and other situations where
hands must be free to work.

Warning Lines

Warning lines must be erected around all sides of a work
area and should be 6" back from edge. Warning lines

can be made with the following materials: ropes, wires
or chains and supporting stanchions. Clearly mark these
areas with high visibility flags.

Controlled Access Zones (CAZ’s)

CAZ's may only be established with a job specific fall
protection plan which explains all the requirements
leading edge workers must follow. To establish a CAZ it
must be proven that no other fall protection devices could
be used.

Covers

Manholes or any hole an employee could walk through
needs to be covered and secured with material strong
enough to support the load. It should also be identified by
spray painting the word “hole” on the cover material.

Other means of fall protection included: Personal Fall
Arrest Systems and Safety Net Systems.

Fall protection can be accomplished in a variety of ways.
Be sure to select the protection method best suited for
the jab.

* Note: Effective January 1, 1998: body belts will not be
acceptable as part of a personal fall arrest system. Body
belts may only be used as positioning devices after this
date.

Your employer is an equal opportunity employer and as
such welcomes applications from qualified female and
minority applicants.
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By Maureen Rouse-Ayoub
Partner, The Fishman Group

WHAT IS DISCRIMINATION BASED ON
CAREGIVING RESPONSIBILITIES?

On May 23, 2007, the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
("EEOC”) issued guidance entitled “Enforcement Guidance: Unlawful
Disparate Treatment of Workers with Caregiving Responsibilities”.
EEOC Notice Number 915.002. Most of you are probably thinking what
does caregiving responsibilities mean and when did caregiving become a
protected classification? The short answer is that persons with caregiving
responsibilities is not a stand alone protected category under federal
law or state law. Because caregiving responsibilities is not a protected
category, claims of discrimination based on caregiving responsibilities
must be bootstrapped to a group that is subject to protection, such as
race, sex, national origin, or the Americans with Disabilities Act.
Workers with caregiving responsibilities include anyone that cares for a
child, parent, spouse, sibling or disabled adult.

Most employers thought this area was covered by the Family and
Medical Leave Act, which is enforced by the Department of Labor.
Apparently, the EEOC disagrees, despite its admission that federal
equal employment opportunity statutes “do not prohibit discrimination
based solely on parental or other caregiver status”. EEOC Questions
and Answers about EEOC’s Enforcement Guidance on

Capitol Barricading Inc.

Holt, MI = 517/372-1291
Fax: 517/694-6123

We Pride Ourselves in Our
Honesty, Integrity, Dependability
and Expertise in the Highway
Traffic Safety Business

We Respond To Your
Immediate Needs.
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Unlawful Disparate Treatment of Workers with Caregiving
Responsibilities. As a result, employer interview practices, and
decisions regarding hiring, retention, promotion, and discharge will be
scrutinized for evidence of unfair treatment of workers with caregiving
responsibilities based on race, national origin, color or sex.

The employers leave and attendance policies will be subjected
to double scrutiny for compliance with the Family and Medical
Leave Act, which establishes a finite period of job protected leave
available to eligible employees for the birth or adoption of a child, caring
for a child, spouse or immediate member of the family with a serious
health condition, and potential claims of discrimination. Examples of
discriminatory treatment of workers with caregiving responsibilities
based on inclusion in a protected group include:

o Asking female applicants about their caregiving obligations and/

or child care arrangements, but not asking male applicants.

e Granting male with caregiving responsibilities
more favorable treatment than women with caregiving
responsibilities.

e Denying male workers equal treatment/leave opportunities to
perform caregiving responsibilities afforded to female workers.

e Granting female workers without children or caregiving

workers

responsibilities better treatment than afforded female
caregivers, such as consideration for promotion, or increased
responsibilities.

o Failure to hire or promote a newly married female applicant out
of concern that her future plans for a family will interfere with her
ability to perform the duties of the job.

e Denying women with young children opportunities for
advancement based on stereotypical assumptions that women
with children should not work long hours, or that women who
adopt flexible schedules or job share are less committed to the
workforce than women who work full-time.

o Employment decisions based on improper stereotypes, such as
reducing an employees responsibilities because the employee
has recently taken on the responsibility of caring for an elderly
parent.

Absent direct evidence of discrimination, such as statements,
“she’s just in it for the paycheck”, the shifting burden of proof currently
applicable to all claims of discrimination also apply to claims of disparate
treatment of workers with caregiving responsibilities that belong to a
protected group. First and foremost, the employee bears the burden of
proving that they were treated differently than someone outside the
protected group. As with all claims of discrimination, establishing the
employer’s legitimate non-discriminatory business reason for its action
will be the key to a successful defense.



Attorneys Representing Management in
Labor and Employment Matters
Ms. Rouse-Ayoub can be contacted by telephone at
(248) 258-8700
Michigan toll-free (800) 572-1700,
or by e-mail at mrouse-ayoub@fishmangroup.com

In order to avoid claims, employers should review their
employment paper for uniform and consistent application of
policies governing mandatory overtime, attendance, tardiness,
leaving work early, leaving the worksite during lunch and
break time, and employee obligation to produce medical
documentation to support leave. The essential functions of
each job should be identified in the job description. If regular
attendance is a prerequisite, then it should be clearly stated
in the job description that regular attendance is required and
company policy should define what is regular attendance. If
availability to travel, work overtime, or work on Saturdays and
Sundays is a requirement of the job, the requirement should be
documented in the job description.

Thorough and well written job descriptions and
employment policies are the root of the employer’s legitimate
non-discriminatory business reason for its action. However,
the employer’s policies will only insulate an employer from
liability if the policies are applied uniformly and consistently to
all employees. For example, allowing a male employee to extend
his break time to accommodate his recuperation from a work
related injury, while denying a female employee’s request for the
same extension of her break time to check on her child at the
local day care center, may constitute sex based discrimination
of a worker with caregiving responsibilities. Why? Because the
male employee is receiving preferential treatment being denied
to a female worker with caregiving responsibilities, even though
the effect on the workplace is the same.

Based upon the EEOC’s issuance of enforcement guidance
regarding a category that is not presently a protected group,
employers can safely assume that EEOC agents are on alert to
identify potential race or sex based claims of discrimination
stemming from disparate treatment of workers with caregiving
responsibilities. Employers shouldimmediately take precautions
to protect themselves from such claims through an HR audit,
which we regularly do for our clients. Just e-mail me for an audit
checklist. In addition to reviewing the job descriptions, an audit
of the company’s interview questions for new hires, promotions,
transfers, and performance evaluations should be completed
to eliminate any potential questions that seek information
regarding an individual’s caregiving responsibilities. Employers
should also audit application of its policies, including leave and
absenteeism, for uniform and consistent application. As a final
protective measure, the audit results should be incorporated
into training programs to educate supervisors and management
regarding this new frontier of governmental scrutiny.

GRIFFIN,
SMALLEY &

WILKERSON

INSURANCE AND BONDS FOR
THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY

Terry Griffin Charlene Brady Tom Torzewski
Terry J. Griffin Lillian Durham John Budde
Tom Statly Bill Pirret Mike Osmer
Fred Ternes Jeff Hamlin Pat Williams
George Provo Dale Goodson Tom Lewins
Steven Brandon Scott Ouellette

37000 Grand River, Suite 150
Farmington Hills, Ml 48335

(248) 471-0970
FAX (248) 471-0641

vita m cross-section Bl




=i Solver

Your association has experienced a great deal of success over
the years as it relates to the enactment of Public Acts. One of these
notable achievements goes back to 1980 in the form of Public Act
524 of 1980. Among other things, the Act requires public owners
to deposit your retainage into a separate interest-bearing account
with all proceeds (interest) accruing to you.

In one case a MITA member notified the City of Madison
Heights that they intended to exercise their rights under PA. 524,
have the retainage deposited and would like a monthly statement
showing accrued interest. The consulting engineer for the city
wrote to our member and stated that the owner had no intention
of honoring their request.

Atthis point MITA legal counsel placed a call to the city attorney
and informed him of the position of the consultant relative to the
threatened non-compliance with their responsibilities set forth in
PA. 524. The city attorney discounted the engineer’s decision and
indicated that Madison Heights would live up to their duties in
terms of retainage.

Unfortunately only a small minority of contractors are using
the retainage escrow accounts required by the Act. In 1980 it
was the then AUC versus the world in an attempt to pass this
legislation. We took on this task because it was 1) necessary and
2) was in your best interest. You would be well-advised to exercise
your rights as set forth in the Retainage Act.

In conclusion, we salute the City of Madison Heights and their
legal counsel for doing the right thing.

ARGUS
GROUP

Argus Supply e Enviroair Consultants e ASC e Master Tek

Safety Spelalts

Training
Equipment Sales

] Eye/Face/Head/Hand Protection * Confined Space Entry

Rental/Repair Fall/Rescue Equipment * Gas Monitoring * Instruments
Call for a free catalog! Protective Clothing ¢ Respiratory Protection ¢ Rentals
(800) 873-0456 il Repair/Service * Regulatory Compliance ¢ Ventilation

www.Argus-Group.com
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The Building of the
Ontonagon

Bridge

Story Submitted by Mike Premo,
MDOT Crystal Falls Transportation Service Center Manager

The building of a new bridge in Ontonagon, crossing its namesake
river, and relocating M-64 and M-38, took more than two years to
complete. The process of deciding where the bridge should be located,
how it would be designed, and how it would be funded took the village, the
Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT), and other stakeholders
more than a decade longer. When completed, this $27 million project was
the Upper Peninsula’s most expensive since the Mackinac Bridge was
built in 1957.

The project planning process for a new bridge began in 1991 to
address the operational deficiencies of the steel swing-span bridge built in
1939. The existing 309-foot structure, with a 110-foot pivot span, was the
last swing-span bridge the department constructed. Over the years, it had
been damaged by ice floes, requiring emergency repairs in 1990 and 2003,
and repairs were becoming more frequent and expensive.

Staff from MDOT met with the village several times through the 1990s.
A hearing in November 2000 seemed to mark a turning point in the process,
with 110 people submitting comments on what a new bridge should look
like and where it should be located. With only 1,769 residents in the
village, and 7,800 people in all of Ontonagon County, input represented
a significant portion of the area's population. This project was viewed by
the residents not only as a new river crossing, but as an opportunity for
economic stimulation and a new direction for the community.

Of those who indicated a preference for a location, over 80 percent
wanted the new bridge located upstream of the existing railroad bridge.
The area’s major employer, Smurfit-Stone Container Corp., also requested
that the location be moved upstream. The ship that delivers coal to the
mill needed to unload from the front of the ship rather than the back
because of the swing bridge and configuration of the dock facility, which
was expensive for the company.

This upstream site, supported by the village of Ontonagon, also helped
address another concern: moving state trunkline traffic away from the
local elementary school. The majority of motorists wanted the trunkline
away from the school and downtown area.

Downtown merchants were split in their location preference for the
new bridge. The primary complaint from some of the business owners
was that relocating the trunkline out of downtown would have a negative

Continues on pg. 63
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Premarc Corporation is Michigans largest precast concrete
manufacturer — the 66th largest precast concrete producer in the
United States of America. The company manufactures up to 400,000
tons of concrete per year from four locations throughout Michigan
and can produce the largest dry cast concrete pipe in the state.
Premarc employs 320, and has a fleet of 50 trucks.

The success of Premarc is a story of steady growth and change
through a succession of family heirs dating to the Roaring Twenties.

The history of the company began in 1927 when the Genesee
County Road Commission had a need for enclosed drains. Max Marsh
thought he could accommodate that need by fabricating precast
concrete pipe. He established Marsh Tile and Vault Company, which
was a small pipe manufacturing and burial vault plant in the Village
of Vernon in Shiawassee County. The pipe plant was capable of
producing 12 pipe per day with 12-inch to 18-inch diameters and in
3-foot lengths. Marsh produced the pipe as an offset bell pipe with
a butt joint spigot by utilizing wet cast technology. In addition to
pipe and burial vaults, Max began producing cemetery monuments
in 1935 and moved the company to its current location in Durand.

Tragedy struck the family in 1942 when Max Marsh died from
injuries suffered in an automobile crash. His two sons, Richard and

Fred, carried on the business thathad become
firmly established through the work of their
father. The company suffered a temporary
setback during World War II when pipe
production was suspended in 1943, and the
family business focused on producing burial
vaults and cemetery monuments under the
name Marsh Monument Co.

After the war, the U.S. entered a period
of unprecedented economic growth fuelled
by its industrial sector and growth of cities.
The population of the nation exploded. In
1950, pent up demand for infrastructure
improvements triggered the need for sewer
gravity pipe, and Marsh Monument Co. re-
entered the concrete pipe market. At that
time, Richard’s sons, Gary and Jack, were
involved in the business, as well as Fred’s son,
Dan. Pipe was produced using a tamping
machine, which produced 100 pipe per day.

Business was good, and by 1956 Marsh

REMTAL

Monument expanded to incorporate the latest

"yl Phone: (248) 449-4944 Fax: (248) 449-4%46 technology of the time by purchasing the first
ﬂE& e N R et kA of three Packerhead machines to replace
cmﬁ TWWW. ACECUTTING.OOM the traditional tamping process that had
Eﬂmpm E-MAIL SALES@ACECUTTING.COM characterized the company’s pipe making.
& Supply, Ine, These machines were capable of utilizing
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dry cast technology, which enabled Marsh Products to
strip the pipe from the mold during manufacturing which
doubled production time and increased the overall quality
of the pipe. The second machine was purchased in 1963
and located in a 300-foot x 80-foot addition with a moving
floor system. The company was automating its production
process and moving away from the labor-intensive
production process that had served the company well. In
1969, the third Packerhead was added to the plant addition.
Two years before, in 1967, Marsh extended its investment
in the construction industry by purchasing a ready-mixed
concrete business.

Americas economy continued to expand through the
sixties, and by the early seventies Marsh was again planning
its future through partnerships and acquisitions. In 1971, the Marsh family partnered with
Ted Colegrove, to establish Precision Pipe in Clarkston, Mich. to build a market for its
products in the Detroit area. The facility was designed to produce large diameter wet cast
pipe.

Marsh remained in expansion mode, and by 1977 the company expanded its Durand
facility to replace rolling cage technology with an automated wire cage machine. This

Continues on pg. 44
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Member News

Pamar Enterprises, Inc.

Longtime MITA member Colette
Russell, treasurer, Pamar Enterprises,
Inc., has been named as part of
the Transportation Committee for
the Oakland County  Business
Roundtable. The Business Roundtable
is a volunteer advisory group made
up of representatives from business,
government and education. In 1993,
Oakland County Executive L. Brooks
Patterson  created the Oakland
County Business Roundtable to make
recommendations and create programs
that would enhance Oakland County's
business climate and quality of life.

G2 Consulting Group

www.g2consultinggroup.com

G2 (www.g2consultinggroup.com) is a full-service engineering firm providing
geotechnical, environmental and construction engineering services to Fortune 500
companies, major utilities, property owners, government agencies and leading
architectural, engineering and construction firms across the United States. Based in
Troy, G2 also has offices in Brighton, Mich., and suburban Chicago, IIl.

NEW JOBS

G2 has been retained as the geotechnical engineer for a major sanitary sewer
extension project in Genesee County, Mich.

The Northeast Extension Sewer Project No. 3C involves installation of approximately
10,500 lineal feet of new 54-inch diameter gravity sewer lines to improve the hydraulics
of the current system. The new sewer lines will stretch from near the intersection of
Potter and Genesee roads to the intersection of Vassar and Davison roads. ~ Part of the
sewer will be installed using “open cut” excavation — basically in a deep trench dug from
the surface, says Mark Smolinski, G2 founding principal. The rest will be installed in
underground tunnels.

G2 will provide geotechnical design services for tunnel liners and for tunnel shafts
used to launch and retrieve tunnel digging and sewer installation equipment. G2 will
also conduct excavation stability evaluations, groundwater evaluation services and

Continues on pg. 39
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MIOSHA
has stepped
UP jobsite
Inspections
this summer— As
many as 3 visits
to the same jobsite
in 3 months.
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Safety Training is a vital service offered exclusively to the MITA membership.

Join MITA— an association committed to promoting positive evolution for the entire construction industry.

Michigan Infrastructure &
Transportation Association
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Continued from pg. 36 Sewer Pipe Drainage Pipe Water Pipo

geotechnical instrumentation to monitor earth Sales Solutions Satisfaction
movements during the construction process. —

DAlessandro Contracting Group of Detroit is the
project’s general contractor and selected G2 as the

. . I~ ] .. o _.... _ ."'-----.-.- .-l;"'\-...-.
geotechnics engineer 3 Locations and 25 Year's of Experience to serve you
CERTIFICATIONS e \
Eight engineering technicians and staff engineers e— g s o

in the construction engineering services group at T—— =,
G2 recently earned certification or recertification '
in Density Technology and Bituminous Paving

554 West Bluestas Deive
Transportation (MDOT) through Ferris State Suite A

University. The list is as follows: Tim Dumala of émmﬁam 47034

Operations from the Michigan Department of

Macomb Township, Mich. ; Mike Evans, EIT, of
Clinton Township, Mich.; R)'lan Hargrave-Thomas .of 1649 wﬂ' f'r 49503
Sarasota, Fla.; Andrew Harris of Macomb Township, (616) 247-0307
Mich.; Ian Miller of Royal Oak, Mich.; Ken Nowak of
. _ . 1110 133rd 51,
Howell, Mich.; Casey O'Brien of Redford, Mich.; and Wayland, MI 43346

Mike Ricketts of Milan, Mich. (269) 792-7473

Evans and O’Brien also successfully completed
courses for Michigan Certified Aggregate
Technician and Certified Bituminous Laboratory

Technician-Level I training through Ferris State. [ o SR ——

NTH Consultants, Ltd. We represent the following companies’ quality products:
www.nthconsultants.com

Headquartered in Detroit, Mich., NTH is backed
by an extensive corporate-wide staff of 250 employ-
ees. NTH delivers innovative design and technical
quality for municipal, educational, commercial and
industrial clients in eight offices throughout Michi-
gan, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Indiana.

NTH Consultants, Ltd. (NTH) recently announced
that it will diversify to provide engineering services to

=

the natural gas utility industry. The announcement T
came shortly after NTH successfully established EMIRﬂN'
offices in Indianapolis, Indiana and Lehigh Valley, e R RATA AALEAIAC Pransco
Penn. “Moving into the natural gas industry is an
extension of the infrastructure engineering services
NTH already provides to its clients in public and
private sectors,” says Keith M. Swaffar, PE., president
and CEO of NTH Consultants, Ltd.
Although NTH is new to the natural gas industry,
Lead and Vice President Charles Brown, PE., has
been serving utility clients for the last 15 plus
years. Under his leadership, Brown’s team mapped,

Continues on pg. 46
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Make US
your first call for

ALL THINGS CONCRETE

Ready Mixed Concrete
Contractors’ Supplies & Tools
Concrete Masonry Products
QA/QC Testing Services

Performance Based Concrete Mixes
Decorative Concrete Materials
Masonry Supplies

Concrete Pumping

SUPERIOR MATERIALS, INC.
Southeast Michigan
888-988-4400

&  Auburn Hills
Capac
Detroit

Flint

Holly
Howell
Lapeer
New Baltimore
Mowi

Port Huron
Hochester
Vassar

SUPERIOR BLOCK
Southeast Michigan
248-852-2004

®  Auburn Hills

BUILDERS' REDI-MIX
Metropolitan Lansing
800-968-7334

s Grand Ledge

® [ansing

e St Johns

E s ReAR

CORNILLIE CONCRETE
Northwest Michigan

800-570-4567

* Bear Lake r

*  Petoskey ) -
» Traverse City ORMNILLIE

[ Ne g T ] |

COMPANY

B g iy Bl
amd Fopldomg hoppdees

The New Resource™ for the Construction Industry
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CONCRETE

MICHIGAN REGION




Z A meeting with
Congressman Peter

Hoekstra.
- &

In foreground from
left to right: Mike
Nystrom of MITA
and Congressman
" Joe Knollenberg.

From left to right:

# Andy O’Connor

and MITA Board
President Brian
Slagter of Slagter
Construction, Keith
Ledbetter of MITA,
Congressman Dave
Camp and Bob Patzer
of MITA.

From left to right:
Mike Nystrom, Rich
Lehman, Edw. C.
Levy Co.; meeting
with Congressman
Carl Levin.

From left to
right: Brian
Slagter and
Congressman
Vernon Ehlers.

Washington Fly-in, 2007

MITA staff, MITA members and other industry groups
visited Michigan's congressional delegation in Washington
this May.

Key issues addressed in meetings with legislators
included addressing the water infrastructure crisis, water
infrastructure, overturning the 3% contractor withholding,
and avoiding/averting the transportation funding shortfall.

The following individuals attended the MITA Fly-In:

Bob Patzer, MITA Executive Vice President

Mike Nystrom, MITA Vice President of Government Affairs
Keith Ledbetter, MITA Director of Legislative Affairs
Rich Lehman, Edw. C. Levy

Rich Studley, Michigan Chamber of Commerce

Jim Ryan, Public Affairs Associates

Daniel J. Smith, Detroit Regional Chamber of Commerce
Bradley Comment, Michigan Association of Counties
Gerry VandeVusse, AIS Construction Equipment Corp.
Brian Slagter, Slagter Construction

Andy O’Connor, Slagter Construction

Keith Rose, Rieth-Riley Construction Co., Inc.

Aram Kalousdian, Michigan Contractor & Builder
Scott Bazinet, Lowe Construction

Ed Noyola, County Road Association of Michigan
Doug Rigoni, Bacco Construction

Dennis Gillow, Operating Engineers Local 324
Collette Russell, Pamar Enterprises

Dick Reynolds, MI Regional Council of Carpenters
Mike Jackson, MI Regional Council of Carpenters
Ryan O’Donnell, Anlaan Corporation

Nick Baker, Anlaan Corporation

John Midgley, Ingham County Road Commission

Fra M Sscoml §1
Hrighion, M BT

CUERIGIH OIiL €0.

Fends « [Hagad, Gpmcling, Kercmans
Home: Heating O - Ingusirial Lubricanis
24-Howr Tameng

1-800-FAST-DIL
(3278-645)
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Member Spotlight

Premarc Corporation

Continued from pg. 35

allowed for increased quality control in the placement of steel
within the concrete pipe. Through 78 and 79 the company
experienced tremendous demand for products, while the company
underwent a name change to Marsh Products and ownership
changed hands to Dan and Jack Marsh as the decade closed and
the economy entered a period of recession.

At the beginning of the ‘80s, the Marsh family was selling
reinforced concrete pipe from its facilities in Durand and Clarkson.
The Durand facility was producing small diameter pipe in sizes
ranging from 12 to 36 inches in diameter, while the Precision Pipe
facility in Clarkson, managed by partner Ted Colegrove, produced
42 to 144-inch diameter pipe. Dan and Jack risked the entire
company in 1982 with the largest investment the company ever
made. They purchased the latest prototype machine called the
Mastermatic, which made the Durand plant the most automated
concrete pipe plant in the world. With the economy slowing to
a crawl, most people in the industry thought that the family had
met its demise and anxiously waited for the decades-old family
business to fail.

Failure was not to be, as the family had witnessed many
economic changes and knew that the time was opportune to

Continues on pg. 71

The time to submit your company's free listing and paid
advertisement(s) for the 2008 MITA Membership Directory &
Buyer's Guide is nearly here. Big improvements were imple-
mented last year with the updating process going online. With
submission time quickly approaching, here are the highlighted
changes and what can be expected when reviewing your listing.

Here is what’s different:

1. The directory publication date has changed and is no longer
December 31, 2007. The new publication date assigned to
the 2008 MITA Directory is April 1, 2008.

2. The final deadline for all member submissions and advertis-
ing has moved. All changes to company contact informa-
tion and ad materials must be submitted by December 14,
2007. You will receive e-mails very soon with details on
member submissions and paid advertising.

Here is what is to be expected:

As implemented last year, the updating process for free listings
has gone electronic!
1. Members recently received a how-to-bulletin outlining how to

sign up for a personalized username and password. Bath are
required to access and modify any company listing. If you al-

% vita m Ccross-section

ready have a personal username and passward, you can skip
this step.

Helpful tip: If your company has multiple listings, we recom-
mend designating one staff member to oversee the updating
process for your company’s listings. This ensures consisten-
cy and accuracy of your published information.

2. Watch your e-mail for a step-by-step instructional guide on
the process of updating your company’s listing on-line. As
was daone last year, MITA members will be asked to visit
www.mi-ita.com to review and update their current listing(s).
This guide will serve as an extra reference tool for those not
already familiar with the process and/or MITA's website.

We believe that you will find the new process of updating your
company’s published contact information quick and convenient.
If you have any questions regarding your company’s listing,
please feel free to contact MITA's Membership Services Coor-
dinator, Tiya Kunaiyi, by e-mail at tiyakunaiyi@mi-ita.com or by
phone at (517) 347-8336. For information about paid ad-
vertising, contact MITAs Director of Communications, Nancy
Brown, at nancybrown@mi-ita.com or by phone at the number
listed above.



&&N MI{ J ) Full Service Milling / Profiling Company
Tenmile Creek Excavating, LLC

JO7 E. Fort Street Suite 407 — Detraoit M1 48226
email; Juddlickert@wecandigit.com
Fax # 313-064-BH35
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one million square yards o) S e .
of combined experience per year. '-'.;E:Zx’“- _* -

We have two Wirtgen 2000 Pavement

Profilers and the only one in the area equipped 3
with a FLEXIBLE CUTTER SYSTEM capable of 2, 3', 4', 6 ?"
or Full width 7'-3" wide cuts up to 13" deep with one pass.
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NPREMARC

INFRASTRUCTURE SPECIALISTS SINCE 1927

INFRASTRUCTURE
SPECIALISTS
SINCE 1927

N\ MANUFACTURING

Our manufactured product line includes all shapes and
sizes of concrete sanitary

and storm sewer pipes,

manholes, catch basins,

wet wells, and pump

stations. Our bridge

products include concrete

box culverts and

prestressed bridge beams.

A ENGINEERING

Our in-house engineering team is dedicated to making
sure our products, and
your order, are flawless.

With over 65 years of
engineering experience
in the industry, you can
feel confident knowing
that quality is our top
priority.

Y SALES SUPPORT

With over 125 years of combined experience, our knowledge-
able and dedicated sales team will be with you every step of
the way. From educating

you about our full line

of infrastructure and

manufactured products

to making sure you have

complete satisfaction

after an order, we won’t

stop working for you.

TO BETTER SERVE YOU, OUR PLANTS
AND OFFICES ARE LOCATED
THROUGHOUT THE GREATER MICHIGAN
AREA. FOR INFORMATION CALL

1-800-968-2662

WWWwW.premarc.com

IVMiember News

Continued from pg. 36
designed and permitted over 1000
miles of cast iron natural gas
main replacement. Additionally,
the group provided design work
related to compressor, meter, gate
and pressure regulating stations.
“The need to upgrade natural

gas facilities in the United

Charles Brown, PE.,

States has increased due to the
deterioration of cast iron pipe installed between the 1850’
and 1960's,” said Brown, when asked about his background
in the gas industry and his new role at NTH.
“We expect there will be a demand for these engineering
services in the coming years.”

Rain for Rent
www.rainforrent.com

For more information on Rain for Rents products and
services, call nationwide, 800-742-7246.
PRODUCTS
Sound Attenuated 6-inch Bypass Pump

High efficiency pumping, low maintenance cost and 72
dB(A) sound attenuation a
the three greatest features of
Rain for Rents SA DV-150i o
portable pumping unit. The
DV-150i handles solids up to
three inches at flows up to
2,600 GPM and heads up to
195 feet.

The corrosion-resistant, galvanized

trailer has dual wall fuel cell containment
and a compact footprint for tight construction site
locations. Excellent suction lift capabilities make this
the pump of choice for bypass pumping and construction
dewatering.
VED DV-400, Variable Frequency Drive High Flow
Pumps

Rain for Rent is proud to offer one of the newest
innovations in high-flow pumps. The electric VFD (Variable
Frequency Drive) DV-400 16" pump is an essential part of
any bypass pumping system. Unlike other electric pumps,
the VFD DV-400's motor speed can be modified, allowing for
variable flow rates. The VFD DV-400 has the capability to
produce flow rates up to 13,000 GPM with 130 feet of total

Continues on pg. 47
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Continued from pg. 36

dynamic head and can be designed to simultaneously run two slave
pumps. Features include solids handling up to 4-1/2", run dry capacity
and quiet electric motor.

Wade Trim

www.wadetrim.com

Wade Trim has over 450 professional and support staff in 18 of-
fices throughout Michigan and six additional states. They provide
engineering, surveying, planning, operations, landscape architecture
and construction services for transportation, water resources, land
development and municipal government projects.

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER LICENSES

William Fisher, P.E., Kristen B. Podnar, P.E., and Scott
LaSalle, P.E., earned their Professional Engineer Licenses. Professional
Engineers are required to pass two exams, earn a bachelor’s degree in
engineering and complete four years of engineering work experience.

Fisher is a member of the firms
Municipal Services Group. With over 10
years of experience, his expertise includes
utility resolution and design of water systems,
sanitary sewer systems and storm sewer
systems. Fisher is responsible for the plan
review and construction administration of
William Fisher, PE., residential, commercialand industrial projects
for the Charter Township of Brownstown. He
earned his bachelor of science degree in civil engineering from Wayne
State University in 2002. Fisher joined Wade Trim in 1994.

Podnar is a member of the firm's
Transportation Group and has five years
of experience working on transportation
projects. She is responsible for the design

2

and preparation of construction plans,

project administration, specifications and
cost estimates for state and local roadways.
Kristen B. Podnar, PE., Her design expertise includes urban and
rural road reconstruction and resurfacing,
roadside barrier design, utility conflict resolution and the development
of right-of-way plans. Podnar received her bachelor of science degree
in civil engineering from the University of
Michigan in 2001 and joined Wade Trim after
graduation.

LaSalle is a member of the
Municipal Services Group. LaSalle has over

firm's

five years of experience in water resources,
| transportation and municipal construction

- projects. He is responsible for the design and
Scott LaSalle, PE.,

preparation of construction plans, specifications and cost estimates for
state, municipal and county roadway and drainage projects. His design
experience includes hydrologic and hydraulic analyses of roadway
drainage systems including enclosed storm sewers, culverts, bridges,
county drains, and natural waterways. LaSalle earned his bachelor
of science degree in civil engineering from Lawrence Technological
University in 2002 and is pursuing a master of science degree in
civil engineering at the university. He joined Wade Trim in 2005.

Windemuller
www.windemuller.us

NEW EMPLOYEES:

Josh Valkema - 1st Year Apprentice

Kyle Huhn - Journeyman Electrician

Nick Szotko - Electrical Designer — Szotko joined Windemuller
in June 2007 and has brought with him a wealth of knowledge in
electrical design. Szotko started his career creating construction
documents for structural and mechanical engineers. He then moved
on to become a designer for electrical projects that included lighting,
lighting controls, emergency lighting and power using AutoCAD, Excel,
Visual and Word. Szotko also has a background in LEED projects. He
has attended Ferris State University and Grand Rapids Community
College with course studies in mechanical Engineering and liberal arts.
Windemuller is excited to have Nick Szotko as a part of its team.

Trent Calvin — 2nd Year Apprentice

Scott Zuverink - Zuverink has joined the Windemuller team as
an electrical account Manager. Previous to Zuverink’s employment
with Windemuller, his experience includes being chief estimator,
project manager and foreman. He holds his electrical journeyman
license and is skilled in estimation and quotation, AutoCAD 2002,
2004 and 2006. Zuverink is also a member of the American Society of
Professional Estimators.

Ben DeMott — DeMott has also joined Windemuller as an
information technologies system engineer. His experience includes
risk analysis, diagnosing and repairing windows 98, 2000, XP, operating
systems and client software issues. He is also proficient in Word, Excel,
PowerPoint, Outlook, Access, Windows domain, IBM based laptops/
desktop hardware, Adobe Photoshop, Studio Max, ACT!, Dreamweaver,
Flash and Director.

IVliember News
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Summer Conference .
Sponsors

MITA's 2007 Summer Conference was made possible thanks
to the generous donations from the following sponsors. Over
300 attendees participated in the conference, which was held
in July at Crystal Mountain. The conference included plenty of
family fun -- golf, swimming, children’s activities, fireworks and
ariver canoe/kayak/tube trip.

MITA 2007 SUMMER CONFERENCE SPONSORS
ASAP Printing
Pro-Tec Equipment
Association Benefits Company
Capital Imaging
Diamond Drilling
East Jordan Iron Works
HD Supply/ Waterworks
Laborers’ Local 1191 LECET
Michigan CAT
Millbrook Printing
Public Affairs Associates
Premarc Corporation
Rathco Safety Supply
The Rossman Group
Wade Trim
Wolverine Tractor & Equipment

i
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Road Funding

l'.!hd“er.:Eund‘edIRoaggc‘ost Michigan

Continued from pg. 36

consumption and tire wear. The report
also found that traffic congestion in
Michigan costs licensed drivers $2.3
billion annual in delays and wasted fuel.
Traffic accidents and fatalities in which
roadway design was an important factor
cost Michigan motorists approximately
$2.1 billion annually, including medical
costs, lost economic and household
productivity, property damage and
travel delays.

“The high costs associated with
Michigans inadequate roads and
bridges are a sign of an aging and
overburdened roadway system that
needs to be adequately maintained,
repaired and funded,” said Wilkins.
The complete report can be
downloaded from www.tripnet.org,

Motorists)

83, Michigan Pipe & Valve, Inc.

Complete Water & Sewer Supplies Distributor

= More than 150 vears combinesd experience
= 5 Diverse Locations
=Dreadicated to Our Customer’s Meeds

B Ductile Iran Pipa

B Duclile Fikings

B Aesirained Jart Products
B PV Watar and Sawar Pipa
B PYC Prassurs/DWY Fittings
B Schechule 40 PV Pipa

B Stom Sewer Pipa

B ‘Wabar Sareica Tubing

B Caorps, Curds Slops and Boxes
B Firg Hydrams

W Gata Veheas

B Tapping Seayas

W Tapping Machines

B Rapair Clamps

B Fexiole Couplngs

Servicing Contractors, Developers & Municipalities

B Fipe Couplings

B ‘Watar KMaotars

B ‘Watar Matar Baxes

B Tocls & Tast Eguipment

B Concrete Products

B Polywrap

B Emsion Conirol Products

B Comuagatad Metal & Plastlic Pipe

B HOFE Piping & Fusion
Eruipment

B Spaclatty Wakeas

W Sutterlly Vakaag

W Ajr & Vacuum Valves

W Dhedectar Check Vahes

B Sack Flow Frenvaniers

Sapirens vard

Ik Crowdery, Tim Brugger
Trarverse City Yard
1) =147
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FINANCIAL MATTERS

Life Insurance: Is Your Policy Imploding?

Article Submitted by MITA Associate Member Judy Brosky,
CLU, ChFC

Did you buy life insurance in the last 10-20 years? If so, then you may
be in for an unpleasant surprise: your policy may be about to implode.
Years of low interest rates have undermined millions of cash-value life in-
surance policies sold when rates were at historic highs. Insurers designed
these policies around the promise that healthy earnings could reduce or
eventually eliminate the premiums policyholders had to pay.

Asinterestrates fell, insurance company investment returns couldn’'t
keep up with the policy’s projected returns of 6-12 percent, which kept
the premiums low. Insurers lowered the interest rates they paid on your
cash-value. It was up to you to notice how low. Many returns now hover
at or near the minimum guaranteed rate of 3-4 percent.

The Result

Policies are not performing as expected. Lower than illustrated policy
returns are forcing large premium increases. Some policyholders receive
notices of double, triple or quadruple premiums needed to keep the policy in
force. Others don't even realize their policies are on the verge of lapsing,

QU BriDGE & supPPLY Co.

CORRUGATED STEEL PIPE

WATERMAN GATES
GEOTEXTILE FABRICS

GRAND RAPIDS
3520 36th Street S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49512
616-940-2660

Fax: 616-940-0169

W

SANDUSKY

400 Stoney Creek Drive
Sandusky, MI 48471
810-648-3000

Fax: 810-648-3549
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What to Look For

If you own a universal life policy, find your annual statement. If
you have the original illustration that your agent provided, compare the
current cash value on your statement to what the illustration said it
should be at this time. Compare the interest-crediting rate on the illus-
tration with the interest-crediting rate listed on your statement. If your
cash value isn't keeping up with the projection and your interest rate is
lower, your policy may be headed for trouble.

Whether you've gotten a notice, unearthed signs of trouble from your an-
nual statement, have loans on your policy cash-value, or just don't have a clue,
your first stop should be the agent who sold you the policy. Ask for a set of “in-
force illustrations” that recalculate the policy’s potential future performance.

What You Need to Ask

Do I still need life insurance?

Ifyes...
¢ How long will the policy last if I keep paying the current premium?

* How much more would I have to pay annually for the policy to last
to a year/age that I specify?

 If additional premium is needed, can I lower the death benefit to
avoid paying more premium?

o If healthy, could I get a more competitive and efficient policy using
my existing cash-value?

Ifno...

¢ Would I rather have cash now, and what is my policy worth in a life
settlement?

Policy Owner as Fiduciary

Whether you are the insured with a single policy, or a business with
multiple policies you need to determine how your policies are perform-
ing. However, if you are the policy owner your need to know heightens.
You and related parties may be at risk. As you are aware, fiduciaries
have a risk of being held personally liable if they are not overseeing the
policy as the financial asset it is, in the wake of Sarbanes-Oxley in 2004
and The Uniform Prudent Investor Act in 1994.

Judy Brosky, CLU, ChEC lives in Michigan and has been an associate
member of MITA for many years. She is an independent insurance and in-
vestment professional in business for 25 years. Please contact her by email at

Jbrosky@ghfinancialgroup.com or by phone at 248-770-6899.
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ACEC of Michigan is celebrating 50 years as the association rep-
resenting the business interests of professional engineering, survey-
ing, architectural and related scientific firms who provide professional
knowledge to the built environment and strive to protect the health
and safety of the public. ACEC of Michigan is part of the American
Council of Engineering Companies in Washington D.C., which is com-
prised of more than 5,500 firms nationwide that employ more than
300,000 engineers, architects, land surveyors, scientists, and other
specialists responsible for more than $100 billion of private and public
works annually.

ACEC Elects New President and Board of Directors

The American Council of Engineering Companies of Michigan
(ACEC/M) s pleased to announce the appointment of Thomas C. Long,
PE., of Rowe Incorporated, Flint, as the 2007/2008 President. Long
currently serves as Principal/Vice-President and the Transportation
Division Manager for Rowe Incorporated, which has provided civil en-
gineering, surveying, landscape architecture, aerial photogrammetric
mapping and planning to their clients throughout Michigan for over
40 years. Corporate headquarters are located in Flint, with offices in
Lapeer, Mt. Pleasant and Grayling.

Officers appointed to the ACEC/M Board of Directors are:
President-Elect:

Roger Johr, PE., of Williams & Works, Grand Rapids
Treasurer:

Paul Wade, PE., of Spalding DeDecker Associates, Detroit
National Director:

Mark Smolinski, PE., of G2 Consulting Group, Troy
Past-President:

James Escamilla, PE., of Byce & Associates, Kalamazoo

Other individuals elected to the 2007,/2008 ACEC Board
of Directors include:
Kirk Branson, PE., Parsons Brinckerhoff M1, Lansing
Rebecca Smits, PE. .Inland Seas Engineering, Inc., Traverse City
Keith Swaffar, PE., NTH Consultants, LTD., Detroit
Ruben Ramos, PE., Testing Engineers & Consultants, Detroit
James Susan, PE., Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber,
Grand Rapids
Andrew McCune, PE., Wade Trim, Taylor
Larry Fleis, PE., Fleis & Vandenbrink Engineering, Inc.,
Grand Rapids
John Friel, PE., HNTB Michigan, Inc., Detroit
Walter Alix, PE., Hubbell, Roth & Clark, Pontiac
Clif Seiber, PE., Atwell-Hicks, Brighton

Upcoming Events
The following are events or training that ACEC of MI has scheduled

NeWs Engineering Companies - Michigan

917-332-2066

for the coming months. The links below will provide the corresponding
registration information. Click on the ACEC calendar for monthly info.
ACEC of MI website:

http://www.acec-mi.org/default.asp?id=3
For training opportunities:

http://www.acec-mi.org/Templatel.asp?id=143
Scholarship Golf Outing:

September 7, 2007 at Timber Ridge Golf Course — East Lansing

CEO Roundtables:

September 11, 2007 in Southfield (Harley Ellis Devereaux office)

September 13, 2007 in Grand Rapids (Fleis & VandenBrink office)
PSM] Project Managers Bootcamp:

October 18 - 19, 2007 in Lansing at the Holiday Inn West
NHI Bridge Inspection Course:

October 22 - November 2, 2007 in Lansing at MDOT C & T
Context Sensitive Solutions:

October 9, 2007 in Grand Rapids (URS Corp.)

October 10, 2007 in Lansing (MDOT)

October 11, 2007 in Livonia (Orchard, Hiltz & McCliment)

Ebony
Construction
Company, Inc.

Asphalt Paving

Milling
Material Supply

Certified in Michigan & Ohio
8(a), DBE, MBE, SDB, EDGE, NOMBC

419-841 3455 [phone]
419-841-7845 .0
ebonyco.com

[website]

3510 Centennial Road, Sylvania, Ohio 43560

An equal opportunity employer
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The precast wet well installed for the pump station will house three pumps capable

of providing a capacity of 3,000 gpm.

TESTING ENGINEERS
& CONSULTANTS, INC.

Engineering Client Success
* Geotechnical Services
* QA/QC Testing/Inspection

* Pavement Consulting/Design
* Environmental Studies

1-800-835-2654

email: tec@tectest.com
www.testingengineers.com

Offices in: Ann Arbor, Detroit & Troy
A Certified WBE/DBB

EXCELLENCE
SINCE 1966
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Impacts of Sewer Improvements

By Steve DAlecy, PE., and David Nummer, PE.
Wade Trim
www.wadetrim.com

Balancing flows between available capacity in three separate re-
gional sewer systems will be easier for Van Buren Township once a
new force main, pump station and equalization basin are operational.
Tributary to the North Huron Valley/Rouge Valley (NHV/RV) System,
the Downriver System, and the South Huron Valley Utility Authority
(SHVUA) System, the Township will be able to divert flows from any of
these systems to the basin for temporary storage. The $8.8 million proj-
ect will enable the Township to better manage sewage flows during wet
weather and protect downstream areas from potential overflows.

Green design and smart construction practices are helping to limit
the visible impacts of these sewer system improvements. Challenges
have included routing the force main through environmentally-sensi-
tive areas, mitigating wetlands and threatened species and blending the
basin facility with a nearby Metropark.

Wade Trim engineers completed the project concept and design
with input from the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
(MDEQ), Wayne County (owner of the Downriver System) and the
SHVUA. The project design exceeds MDEQ’s requirements for envi-
ronmental protection of the waters of the state. Funding was provided
through a low-interest State Revolving Fund (SRF) program loan. The
SRF program includes a strict milestone schedule that must be adhered
to in order to receive funding. After Wade Trim completed the basin
design, a permit to construct the basin was issued by the MDEQ in com-
pliance with SRF project milestones.

The project is being constructed under two separate contracts. Six-
S, Inc,, is leading Contract 1 that includes a 3,000 gpm pump station
and three miles of 16-inch force main. Contract 1 is expected to be sub-
stantially complete in October 2007. The 1.3 million gallon equalization
basin is being built by Walbridge Aldinger under Contract 2 and is ex-
pected to be substantially complete in April 2008. Wade Trim is provid-
ing construction engineering services for both contracts.

Urban and Environmental Challenges Addressed
During Force Main Connection

Routed along Haggerty Road through urban and environmentally-
sensitive areas, the force main will connect the NHV/RV System to
the Downriver System. Construction methods include approximately
13,000 feet of open-cut, 1,400 feet directional drilling, and 600 feet of
in-casing pipe. Open-cut methods have been supplemented with di-
rectional drilling and jack and bore at key crossings. High Density
Polyethylene (HDPE) pipe is being used with directional drilling since it
is the only type of pipe suitable for this construction method. The force
main is being constructed at a relatively shallow depth with only six feet
of cover. Coordination has been critical between the three pipe crews
working and Norfolk Southern railroad, the Michigan Department of
Transportation (MDOT), Wayne County, MDEQ and Michcon.

Continues on pg. 53



A portion of the force main installation j=

required advance construction planning =
to accommodate existing utilities, like
this water main.

The force main route began with a challenge at the
connection point into the NHV/RV System on Ecorse
Road. This developed area is congested with numer-
ous utilities including 36-inch gas main, three other gas
mains, two water mains, one sanitary sewer and a tele- §
phone fiber optic line. Careful review of existing drawings
from a previous project as part of advance construction
planning enabled construction through this area without
any problems.

The route follows Haggerty Road for two miles,
crosses under I-94, then crosses under railroad tracks and
Belleville Lake for the final mile before discharging into
the Downriver Interceptor. Directional drilling was used
for the freeway and lake crossings. The railroad tracks
were crossed with casing pipe. Permits were obtained
from the Wayne County Road Commission as well as
MDOT. Six-S and Wade Trim worked closely together to
ensure that there was proper cover above the direction-
ally drilled 18-inch HDPE. For about half the length of Haggerty, the force
main was placed underneath the drainage ditch. As part of the restoration
work, the drain was regraded, improving its operation and eliminating a
previous flooding problem along the road during heavy rain.

The force main has air release valves along its length at the high points
to control pressure. Three automatic diversion structures were added to
the interceptors to divert flows as they are near contract capacity. The
NHV/RV structure will divert flow to the new upstream pump station.
The South Huron Valley structure will divert flows to the Downriver
Interceptor. The Downriver structure diverts flows into the equalization
basin. The equalization basin can discharge into the Downriver or South
Huron Valley system, depending on their available capacity.

Environmentally-Friendly Basin Adds Value to
Landscape
The equalization basin is sited in the same location as a former

wastewater treatment plant, adjacent to the environmentally-sensitive
Lower Huron Metropark. With the Downriver Interceptor already passing
through the site and the SHVUA Interceptor a mere 400 feet away, it was
the ideal place to connect into two of the sewer systems. However, mitiga-
tion efforts were required for the area’s wetland and threatened species.
Wetland remediation included planting native species for re-establish-
ment of wetlands plants. The Goldenseal wildflower and the Indiana Bat
were both found on the basin site. A portion of the site, where the bat
nests in exfoliating bark, had to be left undisturbed. The Goldenseal area
was not in the active construction site, but protective fencing was used to
separate the area.

Tight site constraints have limited work to about half the area with
minimal room for materials storage. To maximize the excavated material
stored on site, an agreement was made with an adjacent private property
owner to store materials on a nearby field during construction. This elimi-
nated load limit issues for trucking and saved costs and time that would have

Continues on pg. 74
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Roads and POlitiCS Continued from pg. 20

In addition, the administration and Congress of 2009 will need
to demonstrate a willingness to invest in the American economy and
infrastructure. The Critical Corridors of Commerce Program will give
them a way to do just that. Yes, there will be new taxes, but they will also
be advancing a new program with a focus on commercial transportation
infrastructure essential to a 21st Century economy. Republicans will be
interested in looking progressive on the economy, Democrats, in looking
progressive on jobs.

One of the points ARTBA used to get the attention of various
government and press gatherings they addressed this spring was drawing
comparisons between the status-quo highway program of the U.S. and
the programs of other trading powers. Even “Old Europe” (the European
Union) is outpacing us with a plan to expand its road network by nearly

3,000 miles and its rail network by 7,750 miles by 2020.

China is even more dramatic. They are spending about 2.5% of
GDP on highways (the U.S. spends 0.65%). They built 10,000 miles of
expressway between 1989 and 2001, and another 15,000 miles more by
2005. Their goal is 52,000 miles by 2020.

As always, it will take grass roots support to keep the industry’s
agenda on elected officials’ short list of priority issues. We encourage
you to learn more about the 3-C Program at www.artba.org and discuss
the concept with the leadership of the industry groups you support. We
also encourage you to get involved in the political process this summer,
exposing your congressional representatives, your employees, and your
co-workers to the vision of an efficient, competitive, and robust American
economy for the 21st Century.

Vice President of Government & Public Relations Comment contined from pg. 22

AR .7

for the industry, such as a grandfather clause for contracts already in place, and
then there were others that could have had a significantly negative impact. One
example, an aggregate and mining tax, could have had a very detrimental effect
on the overall industry and thus was opposed by MITA. Ultimately these issues
will be items that may be considered in follow-up legislation, and thus we will
have to be diligent in our review of any “trailer bills” that are considered in the
months ahead.

Although there were many closed-door workgroup meetings and behind the
scenes negotiations, MITA staff made sure that the issues that were important
to your business were being considered by those decision makers who were in
the room. MITA worked with other industry groups, such as: Associated General
Contractors (AGC), to regularly break through the cloak of secrecy, which regularly
surrounds an issue such as the MBT, to make sure that our issues were heard and
understood by not only those in the work group, but also other legislative leaders
and their staffers.

This legislation could have resulted in an increase to certain construction
companies of as much as 500 percent, which could have ultimately put many
contactors in Michigan out of business. Specifically, MITA made sure that all
contactors were included in the sub-contractor category by demanding that SIC
codes 16 and 17 be added. This could have been an easy item to overlook since
it was just one sentence in what was a 161-page final law. MITA also pointed
out that the sub-contractor deduction, which several legislators had called the
“contractor fix;” did not include materials; and, thus was not a full sub-contractor
deduction.

MITA staff, along with PAA and other industry representatives, including
literally hundreds of emails and phone calls from MITA members to their
legislators, helped to turn the tide on this regressive tax effort.

I want to take just a moment to once again thank the numerous MITA PAC
supporters as well as the group of MITA members who took the time to review
the various drafts of legislation and also those who contacted their legislators to

let them know what a negative impact this legislation
could have had. I would also like to thank the various

Specializing in:

Pipe Jackin
Sﬂﬂ-GruungTunnelling
Rock Tunnelling

Shafts and Caissons

Underground Concrete Structures

Jay Dee Contradors, Inc.
J8881 Schoolcraft Road
Livanda, M1 48150
T34-591-3400

Fax 734-464-6BE8

Jay Dee

construction related associations and lobbyists who
helped to make these changes possible. And finally a
big “thanks” goes out to those legislative leaders and
staffers who recognized the value that the construction
industryoffers to the economic engine herein Michigan;
and, thus helped to make the changes necessary in this
new Michigan Business Tax.

If you haven't contributed to the MITA PAC,
please consider this effort a primary reason why it is
important to be involved. This will not be the last effort
that protects or promotes the construction industry.
We will be rolling up our sleeves and strapping on
our boots in the very near future to once again push
for increased transportation funding for our state,
which will have another major impact on the heavy
construction industry here in Michigan. Please
consider making a personal contribution to the MITA
PAC as your way of making that happen.

For any comments or questions, please
contact Mike Nystrom either by e-mail at
mikenystrom@mi-ita.com or call the MITA
office at 517-347-8336.

L vita = cross-section



Vice President of Membership
Services Comment continued from pg. 23

This year's summer conference was a tremendous success on many
levels. Often events are measured by attendance alone. I consider this
a mistake. I like to look at the mix or types of attendees with regard to
underground, road or bridge builders, and all the other heavy construction
disciplines MITA represents. To that end the summer conference was
the best mix of any meeting or event to date. Everyone - as evidenced in
the picture here and others on page 48 - had a good time.

Looking forward one of the biggest event changes will occur at next
year's Annual Conference & Presidential Ball. That’s right - these two
functions have been combined because it makes sense. The spring ball
was tied to the changing of the guard with regard to the former AUC.
However, at the annual conference we say good-bye to our current
President and welcome our new one. We will hold the ball for the
outgoing President on the last night of the conference to close the event.
The event will be set-up in a manner that you can attend the conference,
ball or both. I've been working on some entertainment surprises that
should help take the ball to the next level. I encourage all members and

Pete Schodeller, Schodeller Construction, Inc.,
and his family enjoying MITA's 2007 Summer
Conference.

their spouses to attend the full event. I feel it will be inspirational and
educational and a great opportunity to build on industry relationships.

Moving forward: March 11 - 15, 2008 is Conexpo in Las Vegas.
MITA has a link on our website; and, for those interested in attending,
check out the MITA website for on line registration. Due to Conexpo,
MITA will not be hosting an annual Management Conference. However,
in 2009, get your passport ready. It appears that the destination of choice
may be a return to a group favorite: Cabo San Lucas, Mexico. Stay tuned
for more details.

In closing, as our industry struggles it is now more important that
members bond and provide a united front on all the issues that we face.
There is safety and clout in numbers and that is ultimately what our
association merger was about. I encourage all members to get involved
with all of MITAS offerings.

To contact Rob Coppersmith, e-mail him at robcoppersmith@
mi-ita.com or call the MITA office at 517-347-8336.

Vice President of Engineering
Services Comment cortinued from pg. 24

and overall process durations. Prequalified contractors will be provided “read-only”
access to the CTD.

Other key features and elements of the new claim procedure are:

Two-Step Process: Formal claim hearings will only be held at the Region
and Central Office levels. Removal of the project level/TSC hearing from the formal
administrative process is intended to provide maximum opportunity and flexibility
outside the formal process for the contractor, delivery engineer, and TSC manager
to resolve claims.

Higher Expectations/Accountability: For the contractor there is an
expectation that a claim is valid, the documentation submitted is concise and
complete, and that there is a commitment to the process step durations and the
need to document extensions to those durations.

For the department, process oversight and accountability has been elevated
to the region engineer to assure timely consideration and action and a like
commitment to the process step durations and the need to document extensions
to those durations.

COR Panel Composition: A region engineer will chair the Central Office
Review (COR) panel. COR panel assignments will be based on the complexity of
the claim with panels composed of region engineers (one-three per panel); Lansing
division engineers, region associates, TSC Managers (zero-two per panel); and
TSC delivery engineers (zero-one per panel). Only TSC delivery engineers with a
minimum of three years construction experience will be assigned to COR panels.

Claim Certification: In submitting a claim package the contractor will
certify,onaMDOT provided form, that the claim is madein good faith, the supporting

Continues on pg. 63
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MITA Political Action Committee Tl

MITA, INC. P.0. BOX 1640, OKEMOS, MI 48805-1640 ¢ PHONE 517-347-8336 FAX 517-347-8344
j ( j j is ft don't care about our ability to provide jobs, our PAC allows P

‘All that is necessary for evil to triumph is for all
good men to stand by and do nothing.”
— Sir Edmund Burke

This quote is as relevant now as it was when Burke coined it some 100 plus
years ago. When it comes to the legislative arena your survival and ability to make a
profitis tied directly to your aggressiveness in financing the campaigns of those who
understand the difficulties associated with Michigan's heavy/highway construction
industry. Contrary to what you may think, through the collective power of MITA
you can affect the legislative process.

The primary focus of MITAS legislative agenda will be long-term, adequate
and stable funding for Michigan's supporting infrastructure. It is essential that we
convince our elected officials that public works are an investment in our future,
improves the quality of life and provides real and meaningful job programs and
tax stream. The “no new tax” platform and attitude of many politicians must be
changed and this change will require a calculated not emotional approach to this
issue. Before we get to this mode, we must have the ear of those who control state
government. It is your PAC dollars, and yours alone, that will allow MITA to open
the necessary doors in Lansing in our mission to convince lawmakers as to the
importance of funding infrastructure improvements.

We need your commitment and investment in MITA-PAC today! Those of you
who are content with “letting the other guy carry your weight” are only cheating
yourself and short changing our industry.

Send your personal check or money order now to MITA PAC and remember
that democracy is not a spectator sport.

What is MITA PAC?

The MITA POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE is the legislative voice of
Michigan's heavy construction industry. MITA PAC is the most effective tool our
industry has to support candidates who will fight for contractors in the Michigan
legislature. Your financial support of the MITA PAC gives all of us who care about
the future of heavy construction and free enterprise a strong influence in the
political process.

Why Do We Need a PAC and Why Should | Support It?

Theinfrastructure and transportation construction industry survives on public
funding. Without your support, our level of influence to promote adequate public
funding is diminished. We must also fight negative public policy. Our industry is
also constantly under attack in the Michigan legislature. Not a day goes by that
some legislators in the Michigan House and Senate aren't proposing legislation that
would boost our workers' compensation costs, negatively impact our labor force,
raise taxes on personal property, increase business liability - the list goes on and
on. Our ability to provide jobs and protect our bottom line is profoundly affected by
the legislative and regulatory process.

If we do not prevail in the legislative and regulatory process, we will cease to
exist in our business as we know it. We will not be able to provide jobs. We may not
be in business!

We have full-time lobbyists fighting for us in Lansing and communities around
Michigan. We have spent a great deal of time educating the men and women who
decide our fate in Lansing. However, term limits have made this task even harder and
there are still some lawmakers who may not have a grasp of our issues or the impact
that their decisions have on our industry and you. But, the law allows us to band
together under MITA PAC. Instead of lobbying elected officials who don't know or

IR vita = cross-section

us the opportunity to find and fund candidates who believe
in us and our employees. The MITA PAC is now one of the top
PACs in Michigan. But, only 20 percent of our members prov1de

100 percent of the funds raised to support candidates who will fight for us

- all of us. If the 80 percent of our members who don't participate gave just $200, we
would be an even more potent force for the heavy construction industry.

Do Candidates Really Need Our Help?

Absolutely! Each State House district has 87,000 people in it. Each State Senate
district has 250,000, and Michigan has over nine million people. Just as we need to
advertise our services, every candidate for office must be able to communicate with
tens of thousands of voters. This takes money. Lots of it. Money for brochures, TV
ads, radio ads, billboards and other devices. Our PAC can help the candidates we
support get their message out and get elected. These are the elected officials who
will listen to us and champion our issues.

What Can | Do?

MITA PAC needs your financial support. We are asking every member to step
up and contribute. Don't let others carry your load.

Make Your Voice Heard. Support the MITA PAC.

“Those who choose not to be involved in democracy are
doomed to be controlled by those who do.”

— Abraham Lincoln

MITA PAC Contribution Form

MYes , | will support MITA's effort to elect candidates who will fight
for contractors.

Enclosed is my personal contribution of:

(110000 [1$5,000 [1$2,500 [1$1,000 [I$500 [1$ea0 LIS e
ther!

Name

Business Name

Address

State

Phone Fax

Email

Make personal checks payable to:MITA PAC
PO. Box 1640, Okemos, MI 48805-1640

Non-salaried, non-managerial, and union members are prohibited
by law from contributing to MITA PAC .

Note: PAC Contributions are not tax deductible.

If you have questions regarding the MITA PAC, please contact
Mike Nystrom, MITA vice president of government and public
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ContriButors T0 MIITA PAC 2007

Ace Cutming EquipvENT & SuppLy, INC. T. R. Pieprzak Co., INc. WaLter Toese ConstrucTioN Co.
AcTion TrAFFIC MAINTENANGE PreMARC CORPORATION TriaNGLE ExcavaTors, INC.
AvLrrep BenescH & Company Pro-Tec EquipmENT, INC. V. I. L. ConsTRUCTION
AnLAAN CORPORATION RaTtHCO SAFETY SuPPLY, INC. Lee Woobp ConTrACTING, INC.
ArtsaLis BROTHERS PAINTING Ric-Man ConstrucTion, INc. Zito ConsTRucTion ComPANY
Bacco ConstrucTion Company Service ConstrucTion, L.L.C. MITA would like to express our appreciation
BaLkema Excavating Inc. SunseT Excavating, INc. to those members who contributed after the
BarreTT PaviNg MIATERIALS, INC. Timmver ConsTrucTion CompPany, Inc.

printing of this publication.

Buist ELECTRIC, INC.
James Bure Trucking Company
CarnwaTH Excavating Co.
CHampagNE & MaRrx Excavating, INc.
Corbpes ExcavaTing
Corrican OiL
Darrow Bros. Excavaring, INc.
Davis ConstrucTiON, INC.
Diversco ConstrucTion Co., Inc.
Dunican Bros., Inc.
EncLE ExcavaTion, INc.
Esony ConstrucTion Co., INc.
Fercuson ENTERPRISES, INC.
FisHer ConTrACTING ComPANY

Fonson, Inc.
Garor Consrrucrion & Desien, LLC DEWATERING & SPECIALIZED TRENCHING
Genesee-Bay ConstrucTors, INC. . . . y
GiaNNETTI CoNTRACTING CORPORATION R:."'HU[U[IHI‘IHT}-‘ P1pc |..'.1j'll'|g SCTVICC
Give ‘Em A Brake SareTy . gt oy : : .
ay Iy 2 ' i > =T day.

Gonkron Conaruoron Comen Inc. lays up to 5,000 ft. of rigid or flexible pipe per day

H & D - Dmsion o * Makes your projects more profitable

RietH-RiLey ConsTrucTion Co., Inc.
Haroman ConsTRucTION, INC.
Hichway Service Co., Inc.
Horrvan Bros., Inc.

Dean Howmves Excavating, LTD
HusBeLL, RotH & CLark, INc.

* Reduces dewatering needs up to 90%
* Upto 24" D.LF.
« HDPE installation
Mationwide service capability
C & D Husts, INc.  Full service dewatering
C. A. Huu, Inc.  Sock tile up to 20° deep
J & R Unbpercrounp ConTRACTORS, INC. . P'-lml'-' rental available
Jay Dee ConTrAcTORS, INC.
JoHnsToN ConTRACTING, INC.
Kaun ConstrucTion Co., Inc.
Kavrz Excavaring Co., Inc.
Kamminga & Roopvoets, INc.
Katterman TRuckING, INc.
J. E. Kioote ConTRACTING, INC.
KnigHT ConstrucTion Co.
E. C. KornerreL Co.
L & L ConstrucTion Co., INc.
Epw. C. Levy Co.
Lowe ConstrucTion Co., INc.
E. T. MacKenze Co.
MacLean ConstrucTion Co.
D. J. McQuestion & Sons, Inc.
Mersino DewaTeRING, INC.
Mipwest Bripee Co.
MiBocker & Sons, INc. } ol

F - - —

« (iriffin pump sales, service and rental

My-Con, Inc. 1 =
NTH ConsuLtanTs, LTp. % TRENCH TECH. INC.
OLaushun Construction Co. 16530 144th Ave, Spring Lake, M1 40456 PH: 616.842.86355
Parsons TransPorTATION GROUP, INC. s ot i e
Peters Construction Co. P ——
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NEW CONTRACTOR MEI\/IBERS

Blue Restoration, L.L.C.

Excavating, Road, Bridge Construction Seaway Maintenance Services, L.L.C.
4398 Barnes Road 31801 Schoolcraft Rd., Suite B
Millington, Mich. 48746 Livonia, Mich. 48130
Phone: 989-871-3179 Phone: 734-513-1096
Fax: 989-871-7444 Fax: 734-522-6022
Craig Blue, owner Esley Thomas, president
bluerestorationllc@yahoo.com Ethomas685@aol.com

Midwest Trenchless Services Szura Insurance Services, Inc.
www.notrench.net 109 East Fourth St.
351 W. 136th St. Rachester, Mich. 48307
Grant, Mich. 49327 Phone: 248-651-4487
Phone: 231-834-8470 Fax: 248-651-3751
Fax: 231-834-8474 Matthew Szura, president
Martin Thompson, superintendent mszura@szuraagency.com
mthompson@natrench.net

NEW ASSOCIATE MEMBER

Southeastern Equipment Co., Inc.
www.southeasternequip.com
48545 Grand River Ave.
Novi, Mich. 48374
Phone: 248-349-9922
Fax: 248-349-9191
Mike Kelleher, region manager
mkelleher@southeasternequip.com

< BN

RECYCLED CONCRETE, CO.

Plant Locations
* Whitmore Lake Road, Whitmore Laki
« Chilson Road, Howell
* Kensington Road, Brighton

7644 Whitmore Lk, Rd.# Brighton, MI 48116
phone:810-231-5168 » fax:810-231-5404
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Founded in 1902, ARTBA is the only national association that

exclusively represents the collective interests of all sectors of the U.S.
transportation construction industry before the White House, Congress,
federal agencies, media and the public. Information about the association
can be found online at www.artba.org.

m www.artba.org

Statement of ARTBA President & CEO Pete Ruane Regarding
the Interstate 35W Bridge Collapse Near Minneapolis

“Bridges can be rebuilt and roadways re-
paired, but lives touched by tragedy can never
be wholly repaired. On behalf of the 5,000
public and private sector members of the
American Road & Transportation Builders
Association, we express deep sadness and
offer our prayers to those families who lost
loved ones or were injured.

“We also commend those first respond-
ers and road workers who took heroic action
immediately following the collapse to help
rescue the victims, and those public safety
officials currently conducting the recovery
operations.

“Our transportation systems are an inte-
gral part of the American way of life. We are
united in our grief, steadfast in our commit-
ment to assess the cause and implications of
this accident, and dedicated to the goal of
ensuring the safety of the American motoring

public”

Continues on pg. 60

Certified Public Accountants

“Serving the accounting, auditing, and taxation needs

of Michigan’s construction industry.”

Edmuond A, Swad, CPA
Jumes W, Forkner, CPA
Ednrond A, Swad Jr., CPA
Gary M. Blanck, CPA

Call (734) 462-9333 10 schedule an appointment.

IZ701 Seven Mile Rd., Ste. 245, Livonia, MI, 48152
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ARTBA Releases Highway and Bridge Condition
Data Background Information for Media Following
Minnesota Bridge Collapse

Given the extensive media coverage following the Interstate 35-
West bridge collapse near Minneapolis, Minn., the American Road and
Transportation Builders Association (ARTBA) recently released the fol-
lowing information regarding conditions on the nations highway and
bridge network:

U.S. Highway and Bridge Conditions

» Of the 594,709 bridges in the United States, 152,945, or 26 percent,
are structurally deficient or functionally obsolete, according to a 2006
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) data.

» Of the 961,382 federal-aid road miles, 161,750, or 17 percent, are re-
ported to have conditions needing resurfacing or reconstruction.

WASHTENAW

COMPANY

www.washtenawengineering.com
e-mail: weco@wengco.com

CIVIL ENGINEERS — PLANNERS - SURVEYORS
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS — TRANSPORTATION ENGINEERS

3250 W. Liberty » P.O. Box 1128
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106
734-761-8800 ¢ Fax 734-761-9530

130 W. Chicago Blvd.,
Tecumseh, Michigan 49286
517-424-4714 » Fax 517-424-7844

B vita = cross-section

Minnesota Highway and Bridge Conditions

» Minnesota has 13,008 bridges. According to FHWA, 1,586, or 12.2
percent, of the state’s bridges are structurally deficient or func-
tionally obsolete—third lowest in the nation.

» Of Minnesotas 31,612 federal-aid road miles, 2,871 miles, or 9.1
percent, are reported to have conditions needing resurfacing or
reconstruction.

According to the U.S. Department of Transportations 2006
“Status of the Nation's Highways, Bridges, and Transit: Conditions
& Performance” report:

» Structurally deficient means that significant load-carrying ele-
ments of the bridge are found to be in poor or worse condition due
to deterioration and/or damage, or the adequacy of the waterway
opening provided by the bridge is determined to be extremely in-
sufficient to the point of causing intolerable traffic interruptions.
A deficient bridge, when left open to traffic, typically requires sig-
nificant maintenance and repair to remain and service.

» Functionally obsolete bridges result from changes in traffic de-
mand on the structure. For example, a bridge designed in the
1930s would have shoulder widths in conformance with the
design standards of the 1930s. However, design standards may
have changed since that time. The difference between the cur-
rent required shoulder width and the 1930s standard represents
a deficiency.

Additional ARTBA Reports, Charts & Maps
Online
ARTBA-prepared state-
by-state comparisons and 0
overview of most recent
federal government data
on road and bridge condi-
tions are available online
in PDF format by visiting
www.artba.org.

Continues on pg. 61



Get Connected At the 2007 ARTBA National
Convention at Intertraffic North America

If you want to get connected with great people and great ideas, in-
novations and solutions, make your plans now to head to South Florida
this fall for the 2007 ARTBA National Convention, held October 9-12
at the Hyatt Regency Pier Sixty-Six Resort. It will be unlike any other
ARTBA meeting you have ever attended!

The ARTBA SAFETEA-LU Task Force has been leading the indus-
try charge in preparation for the next highway/transit program reau-
thorization bill and developing a new American transportation vision.
ARTBAs “Critical Commerce Corridors” PDF format (3C) proposal,
aimed at improving the safe and efficient movement of people and
freight, is already generating buzz in the nation’s capital, and it will be
the focus of key policy discussions during the convention.

Top business leaders will offer their views about 3C and share their
ideas about the future of the nation’s highway system. Executives from

I A Rl

i MEETING YOUR NEEDS FOR
BONDS AND INSURANCE

| —

leading transportation construction industry firms will also show how
emerging technologies can help move America faster.

For the first time, the ARTBA National Convention is being hosted
in conjunction with Intertraffic North America (INA), the world’s larg-
est and most influential trade show for the transportation infrastruc-
ture, traffic management and safety and parking industries.

INA, organized by ARTBA and Amsterdam RAI has been developed
for two reasons: to help transportation infrastructure, traffic manage-
ment and safety, and parking service providers and manufacturers sell
products and services in the robust and growing U.S. market; and pro-
mote education within the transportation industry, which includes a
full line-up covering all the latest trends in the marketplace. More than
150 exhibitors are expected to display their products.

Continues on pg. 62
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The ARTBA National Convention and INA will also have their share
of “star power” The architect of the only “perfect season” in National
Football League history, Hall of Fame and Miami Dolphins Coach Don
Shula, will deliver an inspirational address about the importance of lead-
ership and team work. “Power Golf” legend Brian Pavlett, the three-time
national long-drive champion and current world record holder, will give
demonstrations and personal tips to help improve your game.

But that’s not all! To give you a bigger bang for your investment of time
and money, the National Work Zone Safety Information Clearinghouse is
hosting the National Traffic Management & Work Zone Safety Conference,
in partnership with FHWA and AASHTO. It will connect national transpor-
tation leaders with people at all levels of government and private industry
to discuss the challenges and cutting-edge solutions to help improve the
safe movement of traffic under many different roadway conditions.

The ARTBA National Convention will also include division and com-
mittee meetings, legislative and regulatory sessions, and a transportation
construction market report. It will feature a spouse program that includes
aboat tour of luxurious mansions along the intracoastal waterway and day

Your One Stop Printer!

# Ml covr & T ooty ararting * Bow Dciag

# High speed copes * [\PS shipyging

# [Okor CoNes # i s

= Mailing sendices # SCANLRN & DodD re o
» Sl Senve cophes * | Do O

* Digital color it from ik * Corporate identity packages
* Fast & frumadly seracs # PiCH-Ly & COTLEYY

2 Convenient Locations to Serve Youl

Esssimide Corporaba [Hica Ceniral Langing Défice

2323 Joly Hoad 1110 Kayshong Svenus
Okamos, W 488648 Lansing, M £8511
Ph: 517, 380730 Ph: B17.082 3500
Fax 517.349.005F Fanc 517 882 8619
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trip to Las Olas Boulevard. And the ARTBA-TDF will honor lead-
ing industry firms and state transportation agencies for their com-
mitment to environmental and work zone safety excellence during
several awards events.

Three great meetings...one great investment! Get to Florida
this fall...and get connected!

Three Great Events...
Under One Roof!

2007 ARTBA
National Convention

Oct. 9-12, 2007
Get connected with great people, great ideas,
innovations and solutions while getting up to
speed on the “Critical Commerce Corridors”
(3C) proposal. Plus, discover how emerging
technologies can help move America faster
www.artbanationalconvention.org

National Traffic Management &
Work Zone Safety Conference

Oct. 912, 2007
Connecting national transportation leaders with
people at all levels of government and private in-
dustry to find solutions to help improve the safe
movement of traffic under many different road-
way conditions. www.workzonesafety.org

Intertraffic North America
2007

Oct. 10-12, 2007
The world’s largest and most influential trade
show brand for infrastructure, traffic manage-
ment, traffic safety and parking is returning to
North America for its second edition!
www.northamerica.intertraffic.com




Vice President of Engineering
Services Comment continued from pg. 55

data is accurate to the best of their knowledge and belief, and the documented cost
accurately reflects the departmentss liability. Subcontractors will certify their claims.

“Dobie Rule” Eliminated: Independent, unrelated claim issues that have
no inter-relationship to any other claim issue(s) may be advanced through the claim
process at the contractor’s request. Contractors will no longer be required to hold all
claims and compile them into a single claim package submittal at the end of the project.
Related claim issues, however, cannot be separated as they move through the claims
process.

Entitlement and Cost: Ifat any step in the administrative proceeding or in the
Court of Claims the contractor seeks relief greater that the amount sought at the prior
level, or if the claim is based on different facts or theories than it was based at the prior
level, the claim will be returned to the preceding level for a new hearing and decision.

‘A Deal is a Deal”: Ifa contractor accepts an administrative process decision on
aclaim item, that acceptance constitutes settlement of the item and bars the Contractor
from pursuing further legal remedies against the department on that claim item.

Claim Procedure for Local Agencies (LA): The new claim procedure
establishes a single process that is applicable on all owner agency projects that invoke
specifically Division I of the MDOT Standard Specifications. Specific references to LA
project structure and responsibilities have been incorporated in the claim procedures.
An LA has no appeal rights for claim decisions.

In collaborating to develop the new claim procedure the MITA/MDOT team shared
auniversal goal of establishing a process that met the business needs of industry today
with clearly defined steps and expectations, suggested timeframes and responsibilities
for action that are as fair as possible for the parties involved. Mindful that the process
developed and implemented today may not be perfect, and understanding the need to
evolve the process as we gain experience and history with it, MITA and MDOT leadership
have committed to an annual review of the procedure with an eye on improvements
considering, among other things, the information maintained in the CTD. The goal of
this annual meeting would be to ensure that 10 years from now we are not saddled with
a claim procedure that is outdated, no longer relevant to the organizational structures,
or unreasonably unfair to any of the parties involved.

In closing I want to publicly recognize the commitment, contributions and
efforts of Randy VanPortfliet, MDOT Superior Region Engineer; Greg Johnson, MDOT
Metro Region Engineer; and Vance Johnson, Central Asphalt; who, together with me,
collaborated diligently for some 18 months in this rewriting effort. Their perspectives,
insights, candid discussions, willingness to listen with an open mind, objective
considerations and common desire to be fair were greatly appreciated.

To contact Glenn Bukaski, PE., e-mail him at
glennbukoski@mi-ita.com or call 517-347-8336.

Continued from pg. 33

impact on the downtown. There were other downtown
merchants who thought removing the truck traffic would make
the downtown more shopping and tourist-friendly.

As this area is heavily dependent on tourism, both summer
and winter, the village and local snowmobile club wanted the
new bridge to include accommodations for snowmobile traffic.
Pedestrians requested a structure that was safe to cross and
well-lighted. The local fishing club asked that a new bridge
have at least as much clearance as the old one, with as few piers
in the water as possible.

MDOT worked very closely with the village during
development and construction of the project. The Village
Council appointed a Bridge Committee composed of three
council members and the Village manager. MDOT met with
this committee throughout the design phase to resolve issues
and assure the best possible project. Results of these meetings
include a pathway that extends from the bridge to the marina,
lights on the bridge as well as along the pathway on the
west side of the river, a lighted carpool lot, and a landscaped
entrance to the village.

After a number of meetings, MDOT proposed a multi-
use path that would be separated from traffic with a tubular
rail. Since this path would also need to accommodate the trail
groomer, it had to be at least 12 feet wide. MDOT narrowed the
shoulders from 12 feet to eight feet to control costs. The goal
is to always have some snow cover on the path during winter
to protect the bridge deck. The end result is that snowmobile
traffic was separated from auto traffic, while the overall width
of the bridge increased by only four feet.

Prior to beginning construction in 2003, an archeological

Continues on pg. 66
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Thanks to Our Golf Sponsors

The following list shows sponsors and donors who helped make the MITA 2007 MITA golf outings possible. These
companies sponsored holes and beverage services for our outings and donated items for our annual auction, which

was held in July at Fox Hills Country Club.

ACE Asphalt & Paving Co.

ACE Cutting Equipment & Supply, Inc.
Action Traffic Maintenance

Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc.
Advanced Underground Inspection, LLC
AIS Construction Equipment Corporation
Al’s Asphalt Paving Co., Inc.

Anderzack Pitzen Construction

Armand Drilling & Dewatering Co.

Armond Cassil Railroad Construction, Inc.

Association Benefits Company-Mike Buck
Barrett Paving Materials

Capital Contracting

Capital Imaging, Inc.

Carnwath Excavating Co.

Central Asphalt, Inc.

Champagne & Marx Excavating, Inc.

M. L. Chartier, Inc.

Contech Construction Products, Inc.

INSURANCE

Co-Pipe Products, Inc.
Cordes Excavating

Cortis Brothers

Cougar Contracting, Inc,
CSI/Geoturf, Inc.

Wm. R. Curtis, Inc.

L. D’Agostini & Sons, Inc.

Deneweth, Dugan & Parfitt, P. C.

DiPonio Contracting, LLC
Diversco Construction Co., Inc,
Doeren Mayhew

Dunigan Bros., Inc.

Eagle Excavation, Inc.

East Jordan Iron Works, Inc.
Fisher Contracting Company
Fonson, Inc.

Harry Fox, Inc.

G2 Consulting Group, LLC
Geoproducts, Inc.

Giannetti Contracting Corporation
Good Harbor Financial Group, LLC
Goretski Construction Company, Inc.
Guy, Hurley, Blaser & Heuer, LLC

HD Supply/Waterworks

Hubbell, Roth & Clark, Inc.

C & D Hughes, Inc.

C.A. Hull Co., Inc.

Hunter’s Ridge Hunt Club

Hydro-X

Inland Waters Pollution Control, Inc.
Inspecsol Engineering, Inc.

J.J. Jinkleheimer & Co., Inc.

J & M Construction Corp.
Jackson-Merkey Contractors, Inc.
Jackson Bulldozing Company

Jay Dee Contractors, Inc.

JDE Equipment Company

Jensen Bridge & Supply Company

BONDING

OAKLAND COMPANIES

INTEGRITY ¢ COMMITMENT e SECURITY

Our Primary Client Goals:

Protect Your Assets ¢ Control Your Costs ¢ Provide Exceptional Service

ISO 9001:2000
Certified Co.

MEMBER

888 West Big Beaver, Suite 1200, Troy Michigan 48084

www.oaklandcompanies.net

Ph (248) 647-2500 * Fax (248) 647-4689
2 mITA m Cross-section




JMA Contracting, LLC

Kaltz Excavating,Inc.

Kennedy Industries, Inc.
Kerkstra Precast, Inc.

Klett Recycle, LLC

Klochko Equipment Rental
Knight Construction Company
E.C. Korneffel Co., Inc,

Edw. Levy Co.

Liberty Mutual Surety

Lowe Construction Company, Inc.

Man Con Michigan, Inc.

Yalmer Mattila Contracting, Inc.
McGuirk Sand-Gravel, Inc.
Mersino Dewatering, Inc.
Michigan CAT

Michigan Pipe & Valve, Inc.

Did someone fart? (Joe Edwards, Michigan CAT; Bob
McDonald, E.T. MacKenzie, Bob Kain, Michigan CAT; and

Chuck Argersinger, E.T. MacKenzie.)

M.U.E. Incorporated

MWB Contracting Co.
National City Bank

NES Traffic Safety

Northern Concrete Pipe, Inc.
NTH Consultants, Ltd.
Oakland Companies

The Oakland Excavating Company
Osburn Industries, Inc.

P.K. Contracting

Parsons Brinkerhoff

Plante & Moran, PLLC
Premarc Corporation
Pro-Tec Equipment, Inc.
Quick Fuel Fleet Services
Rauhorn Electric, Inc.

Rayco Utility Services

Ric-Man Construction, Inc.
Spartan Specialties, Ltd.
Stante Excavating Co., Inc.
State Barricades, Inc.

Stoneco, Inc.

Strategic Planning Concepts
Sunset Excavating, Inc.
Tenmile Creek Excavating, LLC
Testing Engineers Consultants, Inc.

T.I.C. International

Universal Pipe & Supply, Inc.

Valenti, Trobec, Chandler, Inc.
VanderLind & Son, Inc.

Veolia Environmental-Arbor Hills Landfill
Wolverine Tractor & Equipment Co.

Zito Construction Co.

The Jay Dee guys fighting over the ginsu knives. Stop Bill Thiele of Wolverine Equipment

And Danny says “you
two better be on my
jobsite by Monday.
(Rod Mersino, Mersino
Dewatering; Danny
Dunigan, Dunigan
Brothers; and Kim
Sprague, Lowe
Construction.

(All names are
from left to right.)

it now! (Tim Backer, Jay Dee; John DiPonio, Jay Dee.) offering free equipment to the

Carlo guys!

|| Am | the winner?
ey, (Mike Kelleher,
r Southeastern
_ Equipment
J | Co., Inc.; and
Joe Dunigan,

- Dunigan
Brathers.)

t;v,.ﬂ
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dig was conducted at the site. It
yielded hundreds of artifacts, such

The Building of the
Ontonagon

Bridge

Continued from pg. 63

as coins and ceramic items. While
those historical items were saved,
nine homes in the right of way for
the new bridge and road alignment
were purchased. Eight of them were
demolished, and seven families were
relocated. Houses will be built to
replace two of those demolished, meeting a requirement of the Michigan
Economic Development Corporation, which provided the village with a
$5 million Community Development Block Grant toward the design and
construction of the bridge.

The project was let for bids in January 2005, and construction began
in March of that year. Crystal Falls Transportation Service Center (TSC)
provided the contract administration. Coleman Engineering, of Iron
Mountain, Mich., provided as-needed inspection support to MDOT,
testing, right-of-way, and construction staking services, while STS
Consultants, of Iron River, Mich., provided environmental expertise
on the project. Zenith Tech Inc., of Mosinee, Wis., was selected as the
prime bridge contractor, and Musson Brothers Inc., of Rhinelander,
Wis., was their road subcontractor. They were supported by 15 other
subcontractors.

The final design called for a 1,700-foot-long bridge spanning the

Rain for Rent's
engineering team
GAR GRS £OSE

gk

When you have an
emergency situation,
bypass, or any other
unexpected circumstance
where you need

to pump, store, filter

or dewater liquids -

call Rain for Rent.

Michigan Office:
20701 Sibley Road
Wyandotte, M| 48192
734-479-1892

800-742-71246
rainforrent.com

\_

Pumps, Tanks, Pipeline & Filtration
Rentals - Hatmnmge

New & Used Pumps for Sale I
B

BV-1508 Dry Vacuum Fum o

E&LS Railroad, the Ontonagon River, and River Road. Seven of the 12
piers required the construction of coffer dams, and the interiors of those
located in the river were excavated to more than 30 feet below the river
surface. A total of 423 piles were driven for the 12 cast-in-place piers. The
piers were prepared with a simulated stone pattern, one of many efforts
MDOT made to follow the wishes of the community, a policy MDOT calls
Context Sensitive Solutions.

Much of the work was done from barges in the river, including setting
some of the bridge's 109 concrete beams. Each concrete beam, weighing
117,600 pounds, was trucked to the site from Green Bay, Wis. The bridge
deck, featuring 1.4 million pounds of steel reinforcement, was primarily
poured using boom pumpers on the barges.

The project, on completion, won the Municipal Infrastructure
Concrete Design Award in 2007 from the Wisconsin Ready Mixed Concrete
Association (WRMCA) and the Wisconsin Chapter of American Concrete
Institute (ACI) International.

Because of the proximity of both a railroad and an industrial facility,
MDOT was aware that environmental issues would exist. During the design
phase, fly ash was encountered in the original alignment. The alignment
was shifted and portions of the fly ash were taken to a landfill. Under the
guidance of the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, in all,
about 60,000 cubic yards of contaminated material was removed.

Due to the high water table, the underlying muck had to be dewatered
in a 1.8-acre containment basin before it was transported to a nearby

Continues on pg. 67
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Continued from pg. 63

landfill. Monitoring wells were placed to determine both the groundwater
table elevation and whether any contamination was present. Some
wetland areas were needed for the project, so MDOT partnered with
Smurfit-Stone Container to build a 7.5-acre wetland mitigation site on
corporate property about six miles west of the project.

Another environmental concern for the project was the possible
disturbance of fish spawning areas in the river. MDOT worked with
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources to adjust construction
schedules in the water to minimize impact on aquatic life.

The project required relocation of the E&LS railroad serving Smurfit-
Stone, but careful timing of work allowed the mill and railroad to continue

Construction Materials

A dedication ceremony
for the new Ontonagon
Bridge was held on
Sept. 2, 2006. MDQOT
Director Kirk T. Steudle
(at the podium), local
officials, state and
federal dignitaries,

and more than 500
members of the public
attended the event.

functioning throughout construction.
There were more than 50 weekly
progress meetings held throughout the
project with an agenda and minutes.
These meetings were held to discuss
the contractor’s schedule and address
project issues. Those in attendance
included the MDOT representatives, the
prime contractor and subcontractors,
utility companies, supplier,
consultants, and representatives of the
village of Ontonagon.
As a result of the new road being built in an area with little

concrete

development, the village leaders were concerned that commercial
development would take place along the new route to the detriment of
the downtown. MDOT worked with the village in the development of a
plan to address access issues. A formal access management study has
been completed and zoning along the new corridor has been modified.
There have already been inquiries by businesses and developers looking
to locate or relocate. The access management effort will provide a
mechanism to allow controlled growth and development in the area.
MDOT took efforts to “connect” the new bridge with the downtown
by placing the same style of decorative street lights on the bridge as
there is downtown. MDOT also placed five “Business District” signs with

Continues on pg. 69

Limestone ! AG Lime

MDOT Pre-Qualified Rip Rap

- Topsoil / Sand | Recycled Concrete

Natural Gravel

Material Delivery
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Stoneco Eastern Division (734) 241-8966
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Building

Work is completed on the new MITA building,
located at 2937 Atrium Road in Okemos.

Our old post office box, phone and fax
numbers are the same. (PO. Box 1640,
Okemos, Mich., 48805-1640; phone: 517-347-
8336, fax: ©517-347-8344)

If you are a MITA member, stop by sometime
and visit YOUR new building. If you arent a
member, come see what you are missing.




The BUI|d|ng of the directional arrows. Upgrades were made to main street (River
Avenue) and the village streets to form a traffic loop on the

0 nto n a g 0 n north end of town, which is where US-45 terminates. An area of

- excess MDOT property was landscaped and the Village placed a
B r‘ I d g e large custom sign there to welcome people to Ontonagon.

A project condition required that the village also take over
Continued from pg. 67 those trunklines that are no longer serving a trunkline function.
The Village also became an MDOT contract agency and performs

maintenance on a portion of US-45 and the new carpool lot.
Fabrication issues delayed the delivery of the bridge railing and thus delayed opening of
the bridge to traffic. The contractor was prepared to open the bridge to traffic with the use of

temporary concrete barrier and eliminate extensive liquidated damages. After lengthy discussions
it was determined to be in the best interest of the traveling public, especially pedestrians, to delay

the opening of the bridge until all of the permanent railing was in place.

A significant portion of the project was the removal of the old swing bridge, which improved

access to the village marina and allows the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to dredge more of the
channel. At the request of the village, the operator's cabin for the swing bridge was salvaged and
moved to a nearby park. The labor and materials for a concrete slab for the cabin was donated by

one of the suppliers on the project.

A dedication ceremony for the new bridge was held on Sept. 2, 2006, attended by MDOT
Director Kirk T. Steudle, local officials, state and federal dignitaries, and more than 500 members

of the public.

While replacement of the Ontonagon Bridge was a challenging project, at its conclusion it
serves as a lasting example to our department and others the value of context-sensitive design and

cooperation.

Affiliated Local Unions of the

MICHIGAN STATE CONFERENCE of
PLASTERERS AND CEMENT MASONS

PLASTERERS & CEMENT
MASONS LOCAL 16

Cyril Wilson, Business Manager
3815 W, 51, Joseph Strect, B-200
Lansing, M1 48917

Phone: 517-999-3410

Fax: 517-999-3412

CEMENT MASONS LOCAL 514
James Oakley, Business Manager
1154 E. Lincoln Avenue

Madison Heights, M1 48071
Phone: 248-548-0800

Fax: 248-548-0700

PLASTERERS LOCAL 67
Jack McCool, Business Manager
1154 E. Lincoln Avenue
Madison Heights, M1 48071
Phone: 248-591-6700

Fax: 248-591-0671

PLASTERERS & CEMENT
MASONS LOCAL 886

Michael Reinbolt, Business Manager
4652 Lewis Ave.

Toledo, OH 46312

Phone: 419-478-2652

Fax: 419-478-0208

daniel Rauch, International Representative

Phone: 419-467-1372

vita m cross-section Ell



Julie Hartwell considers MLTAI and the
apprenticeship program an important part of her
professional growth. Hartwell stated,
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Michsgan Labarers’ Training and Apprenticeship Institule pravides training bo

Apprentices and Journsypersans alike. Qur instructors hawe a wide rangs of field
gapertize (o provide our members with fop-noich trammg and Cutting eoge

tachnalogy, Our state-pf-tha-art training facilitias located intha City of Wayna,

Perry, amd ron Mountaln, accommodate o0 averape 28H00 members annually, c
Courses range fram 2 hours te 120 howrs in length and inclisde enviranmeandal

tralning, construction traiming, Ite skills courses and on-ling courses,

Persons reaching Jounney woaker status will recefve 64 0f the S6-guartier cneiits "
required al Bakear Colapa to egrn an Associate of Applied Scienca Degres in
Industrial Technology:

Linion trades are similar to many other prodessions in the sense that each trade
s specialoed work areds and junisdiclions. Just 8 a hearl specialist wodldn
attempt brain surgery, a Construction Craft Laborer waaldn't attempt to perform
an Electrician's job duties. MLTAl and the Construction Graft Labarers
Apprenticeship Program produce Laborers skilled in their field, dedicated and
trained.

While Ms. Harfwel gnjoys her current posifion and thee chalenges that each day
brings, sha eepacts to someday purswe ang of tha mamy career paths opan to
those Gonstrisction Graft Laborers that have good work ethic and a commiiment
to adwcation

Umion wages and basafits arg amang the best i he nztion, 1f greal

maney and benefits are of inerest to you, contact a Laborers Loca

Limicd in your anea or contact the Michigan Laborers Traiming and

Apprenticeship Institute | —

Sincerely,

Lynn Colaman

Director

Michigan Labarers Training
And Apprenticeshig Institule

- —



Member Spotlight

Premarc Corporation ...«

advance the level of technology, once again, to be prepared for the next
cycle of economic expansion. By 1984, the economy had recovered and
the investment proved its worth. Marsh added Thomas Hager to the
company as its Chief Operating Officer. Tom led the charge to expand
the company’s core business by purchasing Cadillac Concrete Pipe &
Culvert to diversify its product line. The acquisition positioned the
company in the marketplace for producing manholes and corrugate
metal pipe.

That year, Gary Marsh purchased the monument portion of the
business, and Jack Marsh and Dan Marsh took over the concrete
pipe portion. Jack became head of production, and Dan became
responsible for sales. The Marsh business name was changed once
again from Marsh Products to Premarc, which is the acronym that
represented the combination of the three plants owned by the Marsh
family. PRE stands for Precision Pipe, MAR for Marsh Products and
C for Cadillac Pipe.

Just before Richard Marsh passed away in 1983, the Durand
plant was completely rebuilt with a Pedershaab VIHY-I pipe plant
with a moveable floor, which replaced the Packerhead plants. The
new plant could produce up to three pipe at the same time. The
business took a deep breath from its many changes experienced
through the'80s and prepared for the final decade of the century.

In 1982, interests of the partners in
Precision Pipe and Supply were purchased,

producing pipe in diameters of 12 to 48 inches in diameter. Its Teksam
manhole machine is located at the same site as the Transmatic, as
well as three prestressed concrete bridge beam beds. The purchase of
Lamar resulted in a new company called Grand River Infrastructure,
owned by the Marsh family through Premarc.

In 1999, a 57,000 square-foot building was added to the
manufacturing facility in Clarkston. This addition included a new
pipe machine and two new manhole machines. Also added was an
in-line manhole test line that would automatically insert manhole
steps into cured manhole risers and a hydrostatic testing station. All
manhole sections are automatically delivered to the yard, once testing
is completed on the test line. The Marsh family marked another first,
because the new production facility was the most automated manhole
production facility in the world.

The history of the Marsh family is still being written as it enters
the 21st Century. In 2000, it purchased GravityStone, NurseryStone
and NovaBrik block lines and added a Besser Block machine to
its Grand Rapids plant. Jack Marsh sold his interests in Premarc
to Dan Marsh in 2001, leaving Dan and Dan’s sons as the primary
shareholders of the Premarc Corporation until this day. Continued
growth and a commitment to quality ensures Premarc’s success for
future generations.

and the ready-mixed concrete business sold,
so that Premarc Corporation could focus on
its core pipe-making business. Ted Colegrove
passed away in the mid-'80s, and the Marsh
family took over the remaining interests
of Precision Pipe in Clarkston. Through
the '80s and '90s, Americas concrete pipe
industry entered an era of mergers and
acquisitions on a level never before seen.
Markets were becoming more competitive,
as well-positioned and funded concrete pipe
companies, some owned by international
building materials conglomerates, threatened
local markets. To survive the new business
model, companies had to become bigger with
plants strategically located to ensure market
share. Premarc was not to be dismissed as a
small player, as it had decades of business
experience and was well prepared to meet the
major players left in the industry head on.
Premarc began its most recent expansion
plans by purchasing Lamar in 1991. Located
in Grand Rapids, the acquisition adds market
presence for Premarc in West Michigan. The
machines at this facility have the capability of

YABBA
DABBA DO

From topsoil to bedrock and every layer in between, the geotechnical,
environmental and construction engineering experts at G2 can’t wait to

unearth your site’s possibilities.

G2

UNEARTHING POSSIBILITIES

vita m cross-section Kl

GEOTECHNICAL
ENVIRONMENTAL

CONSTRUCTION
ENGINEERING

Troy, MI: 248.680.0400
Brighton, MI: 810.224.4330
Chicago, IL: 847.353.8740
www.g2consultinggroup.com

CONSULTING GROUP, LLC




MIETA2007 Calendar

For details, visit www.mi-ita.com, or e-mail OCTOBER 2007
MITA’s Events Coordinator Danielle Keating at 16  MITA Board Meeting
daniellekeating@mi-ita.com. Hunter's Ridge Hunt Club, 9 a.m.

2007 MITA BOARD MEETINGS DECEMBER 2 00 7

Tuesday, October 16, 9 a.m. — Hunter’s Ridge Hunt Club

Friday, December 14, 8:30 a.m. — MITA Office 7 WMR Holiday Open House
The BOB, Grand Rapids

MDOT BID LETTINGS .

September 7, 2007 November 2, 2007 14 MITA Board Meetmg

October 5, 2007 December 7, 2007 MITA Office

21 MMR Holiday Open House

Sheraton Detroit Novi,
11:30 am. - 2:30 p.m.

N A Kotz, Sangster, Wysocki and Berg, PC.

4 y Construction Law Specialists
m‘%an gﬂter * LITIGATION
* ARBITRATION

* CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION
* EMPLOYMENT AND LABOR
* CORPORATE TRANSACTIONS
* REPRESENTING
- General Contractors
- Subcontractors
- Developers
- Owners and management companies

Solving corporate and litigation problems for the construction industry

Detroit Birmingham
400 Renaissance Center, Suite 3400 300 Park Street, Suite 265
Detroit, Michigan 48243-1618 Birmingham, Michigan 48809
Telephone: (313) 259-8300 Telephone: (248) 646-1050
Facsimile: (313) 259-1451 Facsimile: (248) 646-1054

WWW.KOTZSANGSTER.COM
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Sign Up Now!

Visit www.mi-ita.com to sign up today for the ConEx-
po/ConAgg 2008, which will be held March 11-14, 2008
at the Las Vegas Convention Center. Simply click on the
ConExpo link at the bottom of the MITA home page to

access the form shown here.

The four-day event, which fills up very quickly, will fea-
ture MITAs ever popular Industry Party March 13 at
Planet Hollywood.

@ Co-Pipe

* Concrete Pipe/Manholes/Catchbasins
* Concrete Sumps/inlets/Gatewells

* Pre-cast Concrete Junction Chambers
= Concréle Bax Culvarls

= PVC and ABS Truss Pipe and Fittings

* Farncos 4"-24"/Connection Saddles

= Manhole Block/Brick/&djustment Rings
* Manhole Steps/Connaction Boots

= Manhole Rehabilitation Products

= Praco Plug/Butyl Rope

* Sieel Culvert™-12 HOPE Pipe

*» SCH 4WSDR 35/5DR 26 Sawer Pipe

= Clay Pipe and Fittings/inserta Tees

* Copper Water Pipe and Fittings

Co-Pipe Products, Inc.
20501 Goddard Read, Tayiarn, M 46160
Phanea: (B00) 521-3514 = Phone: (T34) 287-1000 « Fax: (T34) 287-8132
Howrs: Monday - Fridey 7 am-5 pm; Saturday B am-12 pm

WO CONI PO Do

114

Michigan Infrastructure &
7 sadion.A g,

INVITES ITS MEMBERS TO ATTEMD
CONEXPO-CON/AGG 2008

MITA's 3 Night Travel P Includes:

+ Roundtrip sirfare from Detroit (add $50 from GR)
+ 3 nights accommodations at Planet Hollywood Resort & Casino
+ Tasies and fees

Price: 5880 per person for double room occupancy
($760pp triple, $1260pp single)

Hotel Only: $280 per night including taxes and fees

Air Only: Mot offered {we recommend expedia.com)

Airine and hotel spece sell auf very quickly for this popwer industry event.
We encoursge yow fo register eary!

MITA m Cross-section k&




Design and Construction Practices Limit
Development Impacts of Sewer Improvements coninued from pg. 53

been required to haul materials on and off the site.

The basin site was also encumbered by an existing drainage ditch.
Wade Trim and Walbridge Aldinger developed a plan to route the drain
into a 12-inch corrugated metal pipe further south on the site. This allowed
the excavation to proceed without pumping storm water, and the crawler
crane that supported the concrete work was positioned above the corru-

The basins design features
green storm water management
practices including a bioswale
and storm water reuse to flush
the basin. A 100,000-gallon tank
that was part of the old wastewa-

Db < "_1..__.

Storing backfill material on an adjacent
private property was a cost-effective solu-
tion for the basin’s tight construction area.
Additional constraints were posed by an
existing drainage ditch and tank from a for-

gated metal pipe.

When an abandoned fuel oil tank was discovered during construction,
a timely solution was needed to minimize the downtime on the project.
Environmental remediation activities, including testing the tank product and
surrounding soil, were required to properly dispose of the material.

ter treatment plant was incorpo-
rated into the basins design to
serve as a holding tank for storm
water. The bioswale, a natural-
looking drainage course with

sloped sides,

will  collect

mer wastewater treatment plant.

7

THE
FISHMAN
GROUP*

\ storm water
on the surface
and direct it

into the tank ===sits n"u'lr. R ——
Tinted concrete and a formliner were used

below. After

L to create a stonewall look for the control
the basm 1S building.
dewatered,

Arteraeps Bepresenring Manggemeany
LEmployer Refafions Marfery

+ Handbooks & Policiey

+ [mapfAlgnhel Testing Policies
+ FEmplevment Law Compliance
+ [Frnpheaneot Asreements

= Disalelily b Safery

= HallT Mannineg

« Emplovmenn Claems/Lawsus
+ Lnjon Urganiging

« Cpllective Bargaining

+ Workers' Compensalion

+ Semimars & Traming

+ Puhlic & Private Seclor

+ Wape 8 Hoor Complmnes

For more infarmaticn contagt:
Stgven ). Fishman « Donald B0 Schare

405450 Woodward Avenws, Suite 350
Rloomficld Hills, blickagan 45304
P2ARY 2ER-5T00
Toll Frc (00 372-7 13

bi-Mefail: toafugge staonan group.conm

e seree WA o nferr comnvef

I s ninw® Civaan, 20HES

\

in Labor Law, Emplayment Litigaion and

the storm water will flush the basin floors. This environ-
mental feature will result in a zero discharge storm water
site and eliminate the cost to otherwise purchase munici-
pal water for basin cleaning. The use of bioswales and a
zero discharge site not only complies with the Township’s
Phase 2 NPDES permit requirements, but also serves as a
practical example of storm water techniques that promote
environmentally-sustainable development within the
community.

Numerous aesthetic features were also incorporated
in the design to blend the facility into the neighboring
Metropark. Sensitive to the Metroparks functions, the
completed site will simply be an extension of the natural
landscape, affording Metropark users a view of a grass-
covered hill. Most people will be completely unaware of the
earth-sheltered basin below. A control building that fea-
tures an architectural finish will be visible from the other
side of the facility. Significant plantings are incorporated
into the design to screen the facility from adjacent resi-
dential properties. Use of native prairie grass will promote
ground water infiltration and lower the amount of storm
water runoff with minimal maintenance cost.

These sewer system improvements enable Van Buren
Township to fully utilize their existing infrastructure and
contract capacities to help protect downstream communi-
ties from potential overflows. Designed with the future in
mind, the basin can easily be expanded to double its ca-
pacity at minimal cost. Minor changes would be required
to add an additional tank since the basin’s roof is strong
enough to support the weight, and the mechanical sys-
J tems and controls are already in place.

EZ vita = cross-section



Mllm InfraSthtlll'e F'unding NEWS Continued from pg. 41

Wake Up Call... continued from pg. 41

Collapsed Bridge Sends A Warning
Detroit Free Press ¢ Friday, August 3, 2007
http://www.freep.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2007708030331

Scrutiny Increases on Condition of Michigan Bridges
The Associated Press
Thursday, August 2, 2007
http://www.mlive.com/newsflash/michigan/index.ssf?/base/news-45/1186081175138410.
xml&storylist=newsmichigan

Some Michigan Bridges Critical, Others to be Re-inspected
WILX TV e Thursday, August 2, 2007
http://www.wilx.com/news/headlines/8881052.html

Not All State Bridges So Mighty
Detroit Free Press
Saturday, July 28, 2007
http://www.freep.com/apps/pbes.dll/article? AID=/20070728/OPIN-
ION01/707280330/1068/OPINION

More Funding Needed... continued from pg. 41

garner support for MITA’s comprehensive plan for a dedicated and sustainable
funding stream to make roads and bridges throughout Michigan safer, repair dete-
riorating streets and relieve traffic congestion in rapidly growing communities.

The plan would increase the state’s gasoline tax three cents a year for
three years. By 2010, the state’s gas tax would be 28 cents per gallon — the
same rate as neighboring Ohio. A nine-cent gas tax phased in over three
years represents little more than an inflationary increase since the last time
the gas tax was raised 10 years ago. Currently, Michigan’s gas tax is tied
for 30th in the nation. In addition to gas and diesel tax increases, the plan
also includes a small hike in the vehicle registration fee.

With the estimated cost to reconstruct a bridge between $1.2 and
$1.8 million, Michigan could rebuild between 55 and 80 spans with
an additional $100 million in funding or repair up to 200 bridges at a
cost of $500,000 to $700,000 each for the same amount.

To view Michigan’s Critical Bridge list, visit www.drivemi.org.

subcontractor case study:

allowing them to be
less reliant on others for

Trying to keep up with inspectors
and agency reporting required
hours dedicated fo tracking down
people and verifying data. Now,
PK. Contracting receives read-
only contract data each fime an
estimate is paid, allowing them
to quickly verify data accuray,
ensuring fimely payment for
their work. Given Michigan’s
short construction season, this

is a fremendous benefit, since
what little time they have is now
focused on road work, not error
resolufion.

What they said:

“With the Read-Only program, | am
able to look af the Inspector Daily
Reports (IDRs), which often answers the
questions that | have. From that point,

| am able to make corrections af my
end or nofify the inspecting agency of
an error, and why it's an error, so the
necessary correction can be made.”

“feel that the yearly cost for
[FieldManager Read-Only] hos been
recouped by expeditiously resolving
quantity issues, thus allowing the
generation of MDOT pay estimates.”

- Sandy Haines, contradts
administrator, PK. Contracting

Subcontractor Ensures Rapid
Payment and Reporting Accuracy
with FieldManager Read-Only

Long lines may be good for
business at PK. Contracfing, a
pavement marking company,
but long waits for payments
are not.

PK. Contracting, based in Troy,
Mich., has been operating as
a subcontractor since 1980.
Needless to say, they've seen
the tedious days of contract
administration —full of paper,
pencils and a multitude of
errors.

PHOTO COURTESY: PK. CONTRACTING

Appia FieldManager® road construction software eventually became an integral part
of Michigan Department of Transportation’s (MDOT) business process, alleviating
many problems associated with item tracking and payments. FieldManager, created
by Gainesville, Fla.-based Info Tech, Inc. and MDOT, provides seamless contract
administration and contains data on all aspects of the contract, including complete
day-to-day defails of progress on the work site, benchmarks for the contract and
payment history.

Needs analysis

Local agencies soon followed suit by implementing FieldManager. However, the
subcontracting community still had no easy access to the information being tracked
by the agencies and prime contractors. Trying to figure out what was done, where it
was done and when it was done was a cumbersome task made up of multiple faxes
and phone calls. Additionally, viewable contract information on the MDOT web site
was helpful, but limited in some respects.

However, 2001 brought with it a pilot program developed to specifically deal with
these issues. MDOT introduced Appia FieldManager Read-Only o the business
process, which quickly produced positive results. The Read-Only software grants
users access to contract data and comprehensive reporting and inquiry tools used
by contract administrators, thus alleviating unnecessary delays in the reporting and
payment process.

Since the infroduction of Appia FieldManager and Read-Only software, agencies and
their contractors have seen marked improvements in the contract administration process.
Communications have clarity, job tracking is more accurate and payments are quicker.

Results
“FieldManager Read-

Only has streamlined the finalization of

projects,” said Sandy Haines, contracts administrator
for PK. Contracfing. “As a subcontractor, | am able to
look up information pertaining o our work without waifing
for the prime contractor or inspecfing agency to answer
questions.”

Given Michigan'’s short construction season, this is a
tremendous benefit, since what litfle time they have is now
focused on road work, not error resolution. Simple errors
prone to communication lapses used fo cause backups
and problems for Haines, but no longer.

“On all good weather days, contractors and inspecfors
are on the jobsite from dawn to dusk, thus making it
difficult for someone fo look info the records to try and
figure out all the whats, wheres and whens,” said Haines.
“With the Read-Only program, | am able fo look at the
Inspector Daily Reports (IDRs), which often answers the
questions that | have. From that point, | am able to make
corrections at my end or notify the inspecting agency of
an error, and why it's an error, so the necessary correction
can be made.”

Joseph Phelan, director of sales and customer support for
Info Tech, couldn’t agree more.

“FieldManager Read-Only empowers the subcontracors,

information thot affects their
financial stability,” Phelan said.
“Read-Only puts a powerful
set of tools in their hands to
streamline and stabilize their
business process.”

Other Benefits
Another unanticipated benefit that
arose from MDOT's read-only
program is an increased sense of
trust and confidence among the
agency and the subcontractors. In the
past, Haines detected a minor level
of discomfort among MDOT staff with
regard fo accessing information like IDR
nofes. Now that much of the contract
information is available to her, she and
the agency are realizing the positive
benefits of shared data tracking and open
communication.

“The contractor now has picked up some of

the slack of not enough hours in the day,” said

Haines. “We are frying to help MDOT officials keep records

as accurate as possible, and resolve any problems as they
happen, instead of waiting until job closeout.”

Return on Investment (ROI)

Most of all, FieldManager Read-Only has provided an
enormous refurn on investment. Time saved is money
saved, and with an easy implementation and learing
curve, FieldManager Read-Only provides subcontractors
like PK. Contracting with access to powerful inquiries
— such as ltem History fo Date — and a repository of fresh
contract information.

“From the period of May Tst through May 17, 2007, | have
received a total of 134 read-only files, and since inception,
2,986 read-only files,” said Haines. “While | have not
opened or processed all of these files, there have been
many occasions where the information obtained has been
extremely beneficial in my day-to-day business functions. |
feel that the yearly cost for [FieldManager Read-Only] has
been recouped by expeditiously resolving quantity issues,
thus allowing the generation of MDOT pay estimates.”

Now that the line is short at the MDOT payment window,
you can be sure that PK. Contracting will continue painting
long lines all over Michigan's roads.

www.infotechfl.com
sales@infotechfl.com

5700 SW 34th Street, Suite 1235 phone: (352) 381-4400

info tech
e e — 52) 381-4444

o a————

Gainesville, FL 32608 fax:

info tech

The Information Technalogy Company

The ieldManager products oe oy owned by Info Tech, nc.and the Sofe of Michigon frrough the Michigon Department of
Transportation. Appia FieldManager ond fhe Appia FieldManager logo ars fademorks of rf Tech Inc
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America's Trench Box Bullder”
Efficiency Production, Inc.

Michigan Contractors’ Choice for
Trench Boxes, Statewide!

Michigan’s Underground Contractors choose us for
our 30 years of experience and our professional
equipment and services.
B Largest selection of shielding and shoring
equipment available.
Custom shields built to your specs.
Fast delivery to your jobsite.
Site-specific engineering.
Jobsite installation assistance.
MIOSHA Qualified Person Training.
State-of-the-art manufacturing plant with
innovative robotic fabrication.
Factory Direct Sales & Rentals from our central
location 10 miles south of Lansing on US 127.
Efficiency Production, Inc. knows that our success
is based on your success!

®

Stone Mizer

N
li=

Porta Tank™ 8  Aluminum Build-A-Box™ Slide Rail System

Meet OSHA/MIOSHA

Call us for Factory Direct

excavation requirements ‘B “2°\° Sales & Rentals
with our PE certified Trench _C B =
Shielding and Shoring PRODUCTION, INC. 800-552-8800
www.epi-shields.com T AEETS BB O ST ET™  gg5 Hull Rd. Mason, M 48854




Ace Cutting Equipment & Supply 34 Edw. C. Levy Co. 9
AIS Construction Equipment Corporation 10,BC  Lowe Construction Company, Inc. 26
The Argus Group 32 Michigan CAT IFC
ASAP 62 Michigan LECET 70
Association Benefits 77  Michigan Pipe & Valve 49
Atsalis Brothers 4 Michigan State Conference of Plasterers and Cement Masons ............. 69
Bacco Construction Company 55  Mississippi Valley Equipment Company 23
James Burg Trucking Company 8  Mourer Foster, Inc. 61
Capitol Barricading, Inc 30  National Concrete Products 63
Compton, Inc 28  Oakland Companies 64
Consumers Energy 3 Operating Engineers IBC
Co-Pipe Products, Inc. 73 Premarc 46
Corrigan Qil Co. 43 Rain for Rent 66
DeWind Dewatering INSERT  Spartan Specialties LTD 22
East Jordan Iron Works, Inc. 25  Stoneco, Inc. 67
Ebony Construction Co., Inc. 51  Stuart, Franey, Matthews & Chantres, P.C. 18
Efficiency Production, Inc. 76  Swad & Company, CPA’s 59
The Fishman Group 74 Ten Mile Creek 45
G2 Consulting Group, LLC 71  Testing Engineers & Consultants, Inc. 52
GBM Recycled Concrete 58  Trench Tech, Inc. 57
Griffin, Smalley and Wilkerson, Inc. 31  US. Concrete 42
Guy Hurley Blaser & Heuer. 35  Valenti Trobec Chandler 14
Inspecsol Engineering Inc. 68  VanderLind & Son, Inc 39
Jay Dee Contractors, Inc. 54  Wade-Trim 15
Jensen Bridge Contractors, Inc. 50  Washtenaw Engineering Company 60
Kerkstra Precast, Inc. 53  Web Ascender 7
Klochko Rental Equipment, Co. 36 Wolverine Tractor & Equipment Company 38
Kotz, Sangster, Wysocki and Berg, P.C. 72 Zervos Group, Inc. 21

B ULLET.I

LEGISLATIVE
8/10/2007.. MITA Ratchets Up Intensity on Gas Tax, Legislative Efforts
7/12/2007 ... Legislative Update: Gas Tax, MBT and Federal Road Dollars
6/29/2007 ....Construction Lien Law Changes Signed by Governor
6/29/2007 ....... New MBT Adopted by House and Senate — MITA
Lobbying a Major Success
6/27/2007 .....oovviiiiiiiiiiienis MITA MBT Proposed Changes
6/26/2007 ....Legislature Unveils MBT Details — Heavy Construction
Industry Still Hit Hard with New Tax Increases
6/22/2007 ....MITA Action Brings Delay and Changes to MBT Legislation
6/21/2007 Gas Tax Update
6/21/2007 ............... URGENT MBT UPDATE: ACTION REQUIRED
6/20/2007 ... ACTION REQUIRED: Heavy Construction Industry Could
Face Major Tax Increase if MBT Proposal Adopted
6/14/2007 ....Deal Reached on the New Michigan Business Tax Plan
-- DETAILS TO FOLLOW
6/6/2007 ............... $60 Million in Clean Water Loans Announced
5/30/2007 ... Legislative Update: Legislation Pending at State Capitol
Would Have Dramatic Impact on Heavy Construction Industry

MEMBERSHIP
8/30/2007 ... Attention Associate Members: AMC Meeting Scheduled
8/30/2007 ...... Click on the ConExpo Icon to Join Your Friends at
MITA Next March in Las Vegas!
8/27/2007 ... 2008 MITA Membership Directory & Buyer's Guide:
Member Username and Passward, Are You Ready?

8/22/2007 ................ Complimentary MSU Football Tickets Gone.
B/22/2007 ... Safety Meeting
8/22/2007 . Stolen Equipment Notice
8/21/2007 ....ocvvinn Complimentary Football Tickets Available!

8/20/2007 ....ocoovvvvvins 2008 MITA Directory: What You Need

to Know About the Updating Process

8/1/2007 ..o, Stolen Equipment Notice
713172007 ..., Stolen Equipment Notice
7/25/2007 ... Vandalized Equipment Notice

7/25/2007 .....Please Support Our Transportation Funding Effarts
7/18/2007 ... ATTENTION METRO GOLF OUTING PARTICIPANTS!
7/12/2007 Attention Summer Conference Attendees

7/12/2007 ..o More Fraudulent USDOT Letters
7/6/2007 .........Michigan Court of Appeals Favars MITA Member
7/6/2007 .....ovviiiiiiies In Memariam of Dave VanZweden
6/29/2007 .. The MITA Move: Locator Map & Access Cards Now Available
6/15/2007 ...ooovviriieiiiies Stolen Equipment Notice
6/13/2007 ... Time is Running Out! Sign-Up for Summer Canference Now!
6/8/2007 .....cooviviiiiiiiiiiin 2007 MDOT Holiday Traffic Control

MITA Voted Amang Best Labby Groups
6/5/2007 ... MITA Product Alert: Construction Communication &
Translation Aids Now Available

6/5/2007 ..o Stolen Equipment Notice
5/31/2007 ... New MITA Member Service
5/30/2007 .... Individual Employee and Family Health Insurance Plans
8/29/2007 ..o Stolen Equipment Natice
5/29/2007 ........oovveiiiiaieiiin In Memoriam of Valerie Bogues
5/23/2007 ..o Stolen Equipment Notice

5/18/2007 .2007 MITA Summer Conference, July 26-29, Crystal
Mountain, Thompsonville
5/18/2007 ......2007 Metro Golf Outing with Silent & Live Auction

5/18/2007 ... Stolen Equipment Notice
ENGINEERING

8/30/2007 ..o, MDQT Subcontracting Process Evolution
8/30/2007 ..ot CA/FUSP/NB Update
8/16/2007 ........ccev.nn 2008 MDQT Letting Schedule Announced

8/16/2007 ....REMINDER - Special MDOT Letting on September 28th

vita m cross-section 2l

Visit www.mi-ita.com to view
or print these bulletins.

8/13/2007 ..Volume Discount for Contractor Read-only Version of
Field Manager

8/9/2007 MDOT 2008 Program - Doom and Gloom? Too Early to Tell!
8/6/2007 ...MDOT Metro Region Hosts DBE/Prime Contractor Megting
8/6/2007 ...Request for Qualifications for a Design-Build Contract
on I-35W in Minnesota

8/8/2007 ..ot CA/FUSP/IM Update
7/25/2007 . . MDQT Resolves Low Bid Tie With Coin Toss
7/25/2007 ..o, MDQT Implements Electronic Addendum

Acknowledgement Process

7/13/2007 .....Statement of Materials and Labor (FHWA-47) Use
DISCONTINUED

7/5/2007Tri-Valley Landscaping, Inc.'s Prequalification Reinstated
7/2/2007 ...... Tri-Valley Landscaping, Inc.'s Prequalification Suspended
6/29/2007 .......... Plans Now Available for MDOT Item 0707-022
6/14/2007 ..... MDOT Schedules Constructability Meeting for Two
Bridge Projects

B/13/2007 ..ot CA/FUSP/IM/NTB Update
6/8/2007 ... MDOT Announces Special September 28th Letting Date
6/6/2007 ....Reminder - Reporting of Annual Employment Report Form

5/31/2007 ....... MDOT Implements New Type D Light Technology
SAFETY

7/2B/2007 ... July Appeals
7/10/2007 ... New Installment of Tool Box Talks Now Available
6/27/2007 .......vvieiiiaieieen, Hazardous Materials Training
6/27/2007 ..o Summer Appeals
6/14/2007 . ..Tool Box Talks Series Now Available In Spanish
5/17/2007 ........New Installment of Tool Box Talks Now Available

BTI2007 ..ot Appeals Update



NOWIS THE TIME . . .

. .. to enroll your group in the Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association
(MITA) sponsored Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan (BCBSM) health insurance
program. As more and more focus is directed towards health insurance costs, you need
the expertise of an experienced benefits administrator to provide you with widely accepted
alternatives for your current benefit design.

Quick, Easy Rollover into MITA
Existing BCBSM groups participating through another association or chamber, or direct with
BCBSM, can now quickly and easily roll into MITA's program. Your group maintains the
same benefit design, same group numbers, and your same agent.

Broader Range of Benefit Plans
Groups enrolled through an association sponsored program have more options to choose
from. To find out what's available to you, contact us at the numbers provided below.

Competitive Rates
If you are insured through another group health insurer, now is the time to consider BCBSM.
Rates are more aftractive than ever. For a comparative quote and alternative plan designs,
contact your independent insurance agent.

We Work With All Agents
We've been working hand-in-hand with insurance agents for years. Our company is well
respected in the agent community. If you currently have an agent, rest assured that we work
‘with' them and not ‘instead’ of them.

For more details about the benefit plans available to you,
or to obtain your free, no-obligation quote,
please contact our Group Health Service Administrators: Sherrian, Kris, or Carol
toll free (800) 782-0712, or dial direct (248) 356-3366.

Blue Cross Association Benefits Company
Biue Shield 24600 Northwestern Highway m
Blue Care Network Southfield, MI 48075

&

of Michigan www .association-benefits.com

flue Cross Blve Stiedd of Mickigan and Blie Care Netwark are nonprelfit aogamizztions
and fmdeperdent Hoersess of the Blae Cross Bline Stibald Assocadion,
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Local 324 Officers, Agents, Staff and most importantly, the Membership are highly motivated
to be the best VALUE in the Construction Marketplace.

Our JATF Training Center located on 500+ acres in Howell, Michigan sets the industry standard
for producing the most highly skilled, technically competent and safety conscious Construction

-

The Local 324 Labor-Management Education Committee stands ready to facilitate positive
interaction between Labor, Contractors and Project Owners. The committee also actively
markets and promotes the use of Signatory Contractors on all types of construction projects.

i
All of us at Team 324 are committed to providing the highest-"!i_
level of Productivity and Value to our Contractors and Project - |
Owners. -
** Weinvite contractors not already reaping the benefits of r
employing Local 324 members to join us fora MUTUALLY
~ PROFITABLE partnership.

Contact: _ P

- - . - —

N 4 " - a
i Y |
. .
E o -
Local 324 Training Center Labor-M: E ioh C
37450 Schoolcraft Road Ste. 110 275 E. Highland Road 37450 Schoolcraft Rd. Ste. 150
Livonia, Ml 48150 Howell, M| 48843 Livonia, Ml 48150

734-462-3660 517-546-9610 734-462-2312

www.iuoe324.org www.oe324jatf.org www.324Imec.org
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100%.........

(HST puts the power at your fingertips)

1 PP oyl e Here are three excellent examples of wheel loaders engineered to work in hkarmony with the operator.
LT = The WA200-5, WA250-5 and WA320-5 feature Komatsu's electronically controlled Hydrostatic
el Transmission (HST) for smooth, precise power when digging, loading or moving material on your site.

i = HST delivers high efficiency and maximum power.
Te, = Fully automatic shifting lets the operator focus on the task at hand with
the right balance of hydraulic response and travel speed.
= Traction control system reduces tire slippage.

v . If you're looking for high productivity, low fuel consumption, easy maintenance and superior operator
“ o comfort, you're looking for machines that are...
i N -

U S 100% Komatsu,
AlS CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT CORPORATION

lEHElI’Iﬂ Eﬂﬂiﬂhﬂ' Mortheag! Debrgit
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Larsig, W1 43306 Badpepory, MI 4872 Leroa, M1 E(50

Phase: 517-321-3000 Phane: B83-177-0H1 Phase: 58E-T27- T30

Brand Rapids Trawerse City [Dgtrait SeoMSTRUCTIONTS

{50 4tk Streat 53 N -T2 Eamt Phgse; 1-866-205-0308 L EQUIPMENT

Crare Rapids, Wi 45 :-J Mikzrabum, W 49380 - R |

"""" : BIE-31E-240 Phane: 231-267-5061 FRentsl Phome Humber: II!IF}
1-300-730-1272



