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WE RENT EVERYTHING!

Now available at
Michigan CAT

CALL 1888 CAT RENT TODAY!

Michigan

www.michigancat.com

Novi Grand Rapids  Kalkaska Saginaw
Macomb Lansing Metro South
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Your Answer To Lead-Based
Paint Compliance

Setting the Standard
for Tomorrow

We have the experience, equipment and
the best trained work force in the industry.

Atsalis Bros. Painting welcomes the
opportunity to discuss your needs and
expectations on any interior or exterior
job, no matter how large or small.

For more information; call or write us.

Atsalis Brothers Painting Co.
22189 E. 14 Mile Road
Clinton Tiwp., Michigan 48035

(586) 790-0123
Fax; (586) 790-0065




WE'RE THE
LIGHTWEIGHTS IN
OUR INDUSTRY.

AND PROUD OF IT.

At James Burg Trucking 14 years moving concrete products, brick, bagged cement,
Company, our lightweight steel sheathing, and trench boxes efficiently throughout
equipment can scale over Michigan, northern Ohio,
115,000 pounds. Which means northern Indiana,and Ontario.

you could save time and money by reducing the number In fact, our on-time delivery

of trips it takes for us to haul ratio exceeds 99%. So whether

your job. We've been serving §i ¢ 1 - I you need one truck for one load or twenty trucks for two

the construction industry with —[EssSEtis | W = weeks, call us. Because when it comes to superior customer

Michigan flatbeds for over service and on-time delivery, we're the heavyweights.

BIC

On time. Time and again.

Steve Burg, Dispatch 800.841.1289 James Burg, President 586.751.9000 Fax 586.751.1367 www.jbtc.net Active Associate Member of the MITA.
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Introducing... w

FieldManager*
Contractor

All of the functionality of
FieldManager® Read-Only, BIE

« Create discrepancy reports

» Create a daily progress
discrepancy by item

» Establish the basis of a
subcontract

» Easily calculate a
subcontractor total dollar
amount

e Import your Expedite™ Bid
(.ebs) file

» Track costs of personnel and
equipment per day

» Create payment reports for

e

www.infotechfl.com/products/fieldmanager « info@infotechfl.com « 352-381-4400

= Available
NYelglgle
2009

Bid Express®
FieldManager®
FieldManager Read-Only®
Estimator™

AASHTO Trnseport®

N WORKING FOR YOU



The Good, The Bad & The Ugly

MITA’s newest safety DVD gives viewers
a fast-paced overview of trench safety.
Contact MITA to sign up for this exciting
experience, 517-347-8336.

Grant funding provided by: MITA and Michigan
Occupational Safety and Health Administration.




AM,O#L&’V Be’[/(,e/it ‘| association company H
é ' Services, Savings, Solutions, Simplicity
Mzm M 27333 Meadowbrook Road, Suite 230 Novi, Michigan 48377

248.356.3366 Local 800.782.0712Toll-free  248.912.0770 Fax

X Authorized Administrator for the Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association/
MITA members enrolled in the M |TA/B|U€ Cross Blue Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and Blue Care Network Health Insurance Program

Shield of Michigan (BCBSM)/Blue Care Network (BCN)
health insurance program now have access to exclusive
discounts on weight-loss programs, gym memberships,
hotels, family care and more through Blue365, a free
program sponsored by the Blue Cross and Blue Shield
Association.

In addition to discounts, Blue365 provides access
to helpful resources to make informed health care
decisions. The program complements a member’s
health coverage by making it easier and more affordable
to live a healthier life year round. It’s an added value for
MITA members at no additional cost to employers.

Blue365 information and discounts are available in
three categories:

HEeALTH & WELLNESS: Discounts ongym memberships
and diet and weight management programs at
companies such as Curves®, eDiets®, Gold's Gym®,
Kronos® Optimal Health Company, LA Weight Loss®,
NutriSystem®, and Snap Fitness ™"

FamiLy CARE: Information to help make family-care
decisions, such as selecting care for a parent or child,
savings for senior care, a comprehensive guide for
choosing long-term care insurance and a Medicare
road map.

TrRAVEL: Hotel and resort discounts, BlueCard
information and instructions on receiving care from
physicians and hospitals worldwide.

Currently enrolled MITA members can access Blue365
after clicking on “I Agree” at bcbsm.com/blue365 and

29
Blue365

Your resource for living healthier.”




Letters
to MITA

Dear Mike:

| wanted to let you know that | thought the last meeting and trip to the
Capitol to meet our representatives went well. | enjoyed getting a better
understanding of what exactly we are trying to accomplish as a group
and what you guys have been doing. It was interesting to actually meet
my representatives and | felt well prepared from a knowledge of the issue
standpoint. | want to thank you for the time and opportunity. | have really

enjoyed the group so far.
Michael L. Lounsbury
Project Manager
Lounsbury Excavating, Inc.

Dear Mike:

Glad to hear of your peer recognition as one of the top lobbyists in Lansing.
| know you earned it through a lot of hard work and heartache and have no
doubt that the honor is well deserved.

Vance Johnson
Central Asphalt

Dear Mike;

| always knew that you worked your butt off for us but never realized we
had the best. Thank you and congratulations on being named one of the top
lobbyists in Lansing!

Ken Anderson
Genesee-Bay Constructors, Inc.

Dear Mike:

Thanks for another well organized DC Fly-In. Without MITA spending
the time to put us in front of the people with the money, | fear we would be
a forgotten industry. It also allows us to express our concerns about current
or future issues that are vital to our industry. | feel that it is very helpful to
have representatives from the various interest groups like MDOT, MML and
CRAM as well as some of the state elected officials involved as they have the
same goals as MITA for infrastructure improvements. | believe our time spent
discussing our concerns for infrastructure funding were well received by most
of the delegation we met with and that our continued investment of time and
money will ultimately benefit us all.

Now | am going to stand on my soap box! We have been involved in the
DC Fly In for many years. There used to be wide involvement by those in our

Continues on pg.35

Seize Control

Our newest state-of-the-art wash plant uses a computer controlled
density separator that lets us supply consistently superior, virtually
lignite-free sand at competitive prices. Controlled quality has made
Levy a Pre-Qualified State Aggregate Supplier with:

B /0 State-Certified Aggregate Technicians
B 5 MDOT-Certified QC/QA Labs

B MDOT/0DOT Spec Products

W /4 Locations in SE Michigan

B Concrete/Asphalt Aggregates M Base/Fill Material
B Decorative/Roofing Stone M USGA Golf Course Sand
W Septic Stone W Road Gravel W Mason Sand

Seize your phone and call (313) 429-LEVY.

Or contact our web site: www.edwclevy.com

EVy

EDW. C. LEVY CO.
Nothing Builds Better Than Levy.

AspHaLt
PAVEMENT
ASSOCIATION
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The Big Surprise in Multi-Employer
Pension Liability

By Donald H. Scharg, Bodman LLP

WIsSues

officers, and shareholders.

mwell & Associates

Professional Engineers providing
reasonable solutions to real
problems

SITE ASSESSMENT
Drilling - Soil Characterization

Environmental - Environmental
Assessments

Geotechnical - Soils Engineering

Hydrogeological - Groundwater
Evaluations

Construction Materials

Testing and Inspection
Asphalt - Concrete - Soils - Steel

SE Michigan Office
21355 Hatcher Avenue
Ferndale, Ml 48220
Office: (248) 399-2066
Fax: (248) 399-2157

Mid Michigan Office
3730 James Savage Road
Midland, M1 48642
Office: (989) 496-3610
Fax: (989) 496-3190

Please visit our website at
www.mcdowasc.com

Some companies in these turbulent business times have labor contracts which require contributions to a multi-employer pension
plan, a pension which receives contributions from more than one employer. The Teamsters' Central States Pension Plan is widely rec-
ognized example. The underlying labor contract typically requires a set dollar contribution for each hour or week worked by a covered
employee. Participation in the multi-employer plan can present significant potential problems to a financially-troubled company, its

Under the Multi-Employer Pension Plan Amendment Act, 29 USC 1381 et. seq. (“MPPAA?),
a company withdrawing from a multi-employer pension fund is responsible for its share of the
"unfunded liability" which is the company's portion of the pension plan's vested benefits not ad-
equately funded. Simply, the underfunded plan is committed to pay more than it currently has in
assets. The valuation is almost always done as of the last day of the plan year preceding the date
of the withdrawal and the unfunded liability determination is based on the plan's actuarial as-
sumptions and mortality tables. In years of economic downturn, such as we are now facing, these
plans are plagued by poor investment performance. When the plan's investments have a projected
lower rate of return, the unfunded liability will be increased and continue to increase unless and
until the plan trustees either reduce the pension benefits or increase employer contributions. If
the plan financially reaches ‘critical status” under The Pension Protection Act of 2006, there may
be additional charges and surcharges required.

As a general rule, shareholders or officers do not have personal liability for withdrawal Ii-
ability under MPPAA if the company cannot pay the withdrawal liability and are protected by the
corporate veil. Personal liability is sought when the corporate form has not been respected and an
attempt is made to pierce the corporate veil.

These pension funds, however, are vacuums for money. If the withdrawing company cannot
pay the withdrawal liability, ERISA also allows the pension fund to seek collection of the withdraw-
al liability from "all...trades or businesses (whether or not incorporated) which are under common
control [and which] shall be treated as...a single employer." 29 U.S.C. § 1301(b)(1). Essentially, the
common control test is used to determine whether multiple entities should be deemed a single
employer for purposes of assessing which entities are liable under MPPAA for unpaid withdrawal
liability..

Unpaid withdrawal liability can have significant potential impact. Central States was allowed
to go after commercial real estate owned by the sole shareholder which was a trade or business.
Deductions for advertising, utilities, repairs, and depreciation are “strong evidence” that real es-
tate activities are a trade or business. The “real estate activities rose to the level of a trade or busi-
ness because they were continuous and regular and designed to produce income.” Not only are
partnerships holding the real estate subject to liability, but the liability can also run personally to
the individual partners. The Sixth Circuit has recognized that holding shares of stock or bonds in
publicly traded companies was a “personal investment”, not a trade or business.

ERISA also provides another potential attack on employer long-term planning actions. Sec-
tion 1392(c) provides that “if a principal purpose of any transaction is to evade or avoid [withdraw-
al] liability...this part shall be applied (and liability shall be determined and collected) without
regard to such transaction.” This statutory provision has been invoked by multi-employer funds
to invalidate asset transfers.

Courts have also considered breach of fiduciary duty claims against officers who have discre-
tion to direct funds to be paid to other creditors instead of the fringe benefits funds. Determina-
tion of fiduciary status may depend on fringe benefit plan language on status of contributions.

Great care must be taken in evaluating the ramifications of a labor contract containing a
multi-employer pension plan.

T vita m Ccross-section

Donald H. Scharg, a partner and member of the Bodman LLP Workplace Law Group,
has been representing MITA and its members for over 20 years. His practice is limited to
representing employers in labor and employment matters. Don Scharg can be contacted at
Bodman LLP, Suite 500, 201 West Big Beaver Road, Troy, MI 48084 or at (248) 743-6024.



Mem ber VO i Ce IRyGUIWere alawmakerfora

day;what one state lawwould youlada/delete 0 change?

From time to time we ask MITA members questions about issues of importance to the industry.
Some of the answers are then published in this magazine.
Our question this time was: If you were a lawmaker for a day, what one state law would you add/

delete or change?

Here are samples of the responses we received.

Improve highway safety by: 1) Increase truck
speed limit to 65 mph, reducing speed differen-
tial speeds between cars and trucks (this would
also increase our productivity). 2) Train Michi-
gan State Police Traffic Safety Division officers as
troopers so they can enforce traffic laws of opera-
tors of all vehicles (this would also increase the
efficiency of the entire State Police Department.

James Burg
James Burg Trucking Company

This is a very interesting question with lots of
opportunity for comments. Actually | have two —
both of which relate to being fiscally accountable.
One law would be to require the government to
operate like a business where a budget needs to
be maintained without benefit of increasing tax-
es to offset poor spending choices. If there is a
revenue shortfall, staff needs to be cut and other
hard decisions made. Our state government isn't
downsizing proportional to our loss of popula-
tion and living within its means. To increasingly
tax what's left of us who stick it out in Michigan
will only drive more out of Michigan.

The second one | would put in place (that
would never pass as it impacts Congress) is to
have our elected representatives be subject to the
same benefit structure as its constituents. Spe-
cifically, eliminate “healthcare for life” with their
exhorbitant benefit levels. On a related note on
the national level, when President Obama in his
ABC address was asked if he would have his own
family participate in a healthcare reform plan
he proposes, he did not answer yet, but merely
he wanted them to have the best care. What's
good for the gander should also be good for the
goose et there is a “we know what’s good for
you” mentality that is most disconcerting. On
numerous occasions | have written to our state
senators particularly on healthcare reform. Ev-
ery response back says “Thank you for contacting

SUMMER | 2009

me with your input, BUT I voted the opposite and
here’s why..” As a constituent, | feel there is no
use in writing. And here is government waste in
action ... | received 11 identical response letters
on the same day from one of our U.S. congress-
men.
Leslie M. Loftus
Veritas Benefits Group LLC

I would eliminate prevailing wage require-
ments for state funded jobs. Prevailing wage is
ahuge burden on small contractors due to exces-
sive paper work and suffering cash flow. If quali-
fied contractors could perform the work with
lower labor costs, think how much further our
tax dollars would go toward repairing Michigan's
infrastructure.

Roger Jourden
Accurate Excavators, LLC

I would cut the fee on non-resident hunting
and fishing licenses in our state to half its current
rate, maybe even eliminate them. This would en-
courage out of state sportsmen and their family/
friends to spend more time/money in Michigan
taking advantage of outstanding fishing/hunting
opportunities. Successful out of state fishing and
hunting trips often turn into annual expeditions
that last a lifetime.

Mike Randazzo
John Carlo, Inc.

I would get the gas tax passed. | know no one
wants to pay more taxes; however, if your law-
makers want to create jobs, this is a great way to
do it and fix our roads at the same time. Road
construction workers make good money and this
more than anything they have done would help
kick start the Michigan economy. | did the math
and my wife drives 50,000 miles a year with a ve-
hicle that averages 17 mpg and the new tax would

cost us $200 more a year. However, it would save
us money on maintenance and would also help
our friends and neighbors get jobs. A small price
to pay.
Ken Geoghegan
IDE Equipment Co.

I would eliminate the MDEQ and turn their
responsibilities back to EPA like 41 other states
do. | have seen too many cases of municipalities
and engineers wasting precious taxpayer money
on satisfying the whims of the MDEQ. The real-
ity is the Big Three built this state and paid for
the government we have. As the auto industry
is forced to downsize, so must our state govern-

ment. Jim Zalud
Isabella Corporation

Eliminate all income and property taxes (real
and personal) and have the sales tax be adjusted
to cover a balanced budget annual spending state
government. | would make Michigan a right to
work state. Michigan’s highly skilled and highly
motivated workers deserve this simple freedom
of choice to maximize their personal potential
and that of our great state.

Ron Deneweth
Deneweth Dugan & Parfitt

Change prevailing wage laws to more accu-
rately represent actual wages of the area and not
mirror union wages, which are not necessarily
the true prevailing wage of an area.

Richard Maike
Dan Hoe Excavating Inc.

I would like to increase term limits four to six
years. Provide stable inflation adjusted revenue

for infrastructure projects.
Steven Funck

Posen Construction, Inc.




Contacting Trac Trenching

Phone: 517-782-8328
Fax: 517: 782-8328

2627 E. Kimmel Rd.
Jackson, Mich. 49201

Owner: ROBERT COCHRAN
robert@tractrenching.com

Secretary: TRENA COCHRAN

Specialties from
MITA’s Directory and
Buyer’s Guide

25 Contractors: Drain Tile
34 Contractors: Trenching
37 Contractors: Utility
Construction (gas,electric,
telephone, cable)
Manhole Block
Manhole Frames, Covers
Rehabilitation: Sewers -
Manholes
Soil Erosion Control,
Stabilization, Retention
Milling, Grinding and
Recycling Asphalt
& Concrete

"I MmiTA m Cross-section

www.tractrenching.com
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Trac Trenchingl&iDirtiWorksLLG;

Trac Trenching & Dirt Works, LLC, is a specialty excavating company in Jackson founded in 2003 by the
Cochran family after Robert Cochran changed his family-owned business to pursue a lifelong passion — exca-
vating.

Cochran’s outgoing personality brings along with it technical expertise, compassion, hardwork and cost
saving ideas from his 25 years of experience as an electrician with Cochran Electric.

“We work with lots of MITA contractors;” said Cochran, who recently demonstrated one of his latest ser-
vices, manhole cutting, at a MITA event in July. “Being a small company, we have many advantages, like per-
sonalized client relations. We have less overhead, so we can work more efficiently than larger companies.”

The services Trac Trenching offers include trenching and excavating, silt fencing that does not disturb
vegetation, light post and sign foundations with ceme tube smooth forms, drainage, electrical services, and
their newest service: manhole and water valve cutting and adjustment.

Since 2007, Trac Trenching has provided numerous services to Michigan International
Speedway in Brooklyn, Mich. One project at the Speedway involved trenching and installing
over 90,000 feet of electrical conduit for new campsites to the Walk Michal’s Graves Farm
Campground. Almost all of the 300 campsites have electric hookups. In addition, Trac Trench-
ing worked with Fritz Advertising from Jackson to install over 200 sign foundations for maps
and directional signs on “Fan Plaza” and in the parking lot.

Other top projects include trenching and installation of all electrical work for a new stu-
dent housing development at Jackson Community College in 2006. The bases were installed
using Sonotube technology, which leaves a smooth finish on all parts of the concrete surface.
That same year the company worked with Dunigan Bros., Inc. on a sewage installation project
at Gull Island in Kalamazoo. The vehicles and equipment for the project were transported to
the island by barge. Trac Trenching installed all of the sewer leads to the homes on the island
and provided the restoration work for the four month, $800,000 project.

“My favorite, new part of my business now is seeing how fast | can cut manholes and wa-
ter valves;” Cochran said. “It's a new service, and we are taking time to educate people about
it so they feel comfortable.”

What makes it so special? Cochran explains:

» The way he cuts the manholes and water valves, he uses GPS so there is no measurement error.

» He uses dry cut, with no water, therefore no compaction problems.

» He can cut a structure in six minutes.

» This is a serated edge after cutting, unlike the smooth edge left by other cutting methods letting asphalt
and concrete bond together better.

The benefits to customers, including municipalities, and MDOT, are savings on time and traffic con-
trol. “My best asset is the small amount of time it takes to do my job so people can get on with their
work”

Cochran recalls one day on the job which demonstrates his abilities:

“We were doing a job on 94. Traffic control setup a lane closure, and we had two structures to adjust
case one. We did both structures, plus added five inches to one casting, loaded all equipment up, and move
five miles to do two more and traffic control was still not done. We had to wait one hour and 10 minutes
for them to complete their setup.”

MITA membership helps Cochran keep up with his workload. For example, when he needed a safety
manual for insurance purposes, he did not have to hire someone to write it and print it. All he had to do
was call MITA and order a free copy. In addition, MITAS engineering staff has assisted him with the cum-
bersome MDOT product approval process.

“Right there, that safety program paid 1/2 year of my dues,” Cochran said. “A MITA membership is
PRICELESS!”

To view photos of Trac Trenching projects, visit www.tractrenching.com.




Trac Trenching & DintAWorks,. LLCRdemonstrateditheimimanhole®clittingfability:;

WIRACH
TRENCHING \t

JACKSON, m!

> 17-206-0662

Vore“Trac Trenching
photos on page 44
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ASSOCIATE MEMBER PROFILE

Geoproducts, NG

Products offered by
Geoproducts, Inc.

GEOSYNTHETICS

Geotextiles woven
Geotextiles nonwoven

Geogrids
Base Reinforcement
Slope Reinforcement

Membranes and Liners
Pond & Lagoon Liners
Landfill Liners
Floating Covers

Asphalt Overlay Products
Trupave
Glasgrid
Isac
PaveTrac
Ling-Tac 711

Cellular Confinement, Weed &
Root Control Fabrics, Fencing
Products

EROSION CONTROL
Erosion Control Blankets
Gabions and Mattresses
Dandy Bags & Beaver Dams
Straw and Coconut Wattles
Silt Fence

STORMWATER PRODUCTS
Porous Pavements
Underground Detention/Retention
Catch Basin Protection
Line Skimmers
Turbidity Curtain

SOIL STABLIZATION &
CONCRETE LEVELING
Polyurethane injection

7 vita m Cross-section

Since 1997 Geoproducts, Inc., has specialized in the marketing and distribution
of geosynthetics, drainage, stormwater, restoration and paving products to the con-
struction industry.

“We pride ourselves in marketing effective solutions to the engineering world
and the efficient distribution of products throughout the Midwest,” said Brian Fran-
cis, vice president of sales for Geoproducts, which is headquartered in Birmingham.
“We represent over 40 manufacturers, and we also produce many of our own prod-
ucts”

Speedy delivery of products to contractors is helped by the fact that /
Geoproducts leases their warehouse space from a same day, next
day, expediting company (D&S Delivery on Schoolcraft Road
in Livonia). Further product deployment is aided by their
distribution agreements with fellow MITA members
Michigan Pipe and Valve. ¢ [ V4

“We have access to a fleet of delivery trucks and ~»

a full support staff at our fingertips,” said Francis,

a U of M grad with a background in geology. The / A,
company Owner and President, Scott Adams, is .‘r
an MSU grad with a background in geophysics. Y (‘ "

While the state sank further into a recession, &

2009 got off to a great start for Geoproducts. They 3
acquired two large I-69 projects for Dan's Excavat- ‘)
ing, Inc., and Interstate Highway Construction, r*:&\
Inc, with high hopes for further successful projects
this year. Geoproducts already has an impressive list
behind them. Past projects include lifting 17 inches of
concrete on top of 9 inches of asphalt for Detroit Metro \\\
Airport; numerous city and county fiberglass asphalt over-

lays, and oil and sediment catch basin protection for many

industrial customers through out the Midwest.

In addition to Geoproducts, Francis and Adams together own A &
F Industries, which represents specialty contractors, and markets their
services. To name a few, A& F represents URETEK USA, a company that
utilizes polyurethane injection to densify soils, lift concrete, stabilize
asphalt pavements and seal infrastructure; and Road Fabrics Inc., a
company that installs fiberglass geotextiles in asphalt, thus providing a
moisture barrier that prolongs the life of pavements and delays reflec-
tive cracking.

Avid outdoorsmen, Adams and Francis also spend as many hours
as they can entertaining engineers and contractors in the woods and
on the water. Want to catch a 50-inch muskie, limit out in the grouse
woods, shoot a pile of ducks and geese, or fill the boat with walleye, then
place your next big order with Geoproducts, Francis said.

According to Geoproducts, MITA membership has been a great
networking opportunity, “I can't go to a sporting event or golf outing
without running into the MITA faithful” Francis further said the MITA
engineering staff has successfully helped them resolve numerous pay-
ment, contract, and specification issues that have come up.

For more information about Geoproducts, visit their website at
www.geoproductsinc.com.

'('
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CONTACTING

SCOTIAUAMS (right)Yof Geoproducts GEOPRODUCTS, INC.
~=withia 50 MUSKie

Phone: 248-646-2514
Fax: 248-646-2514

P.O. Box 443

Birmingham, Mich. 48012

President: SCOTT ADAMS
scott@geoproductsinc.com

V.P. Sales: BRIAN FRANCIS
brian@geoproducts.com

Specialties from MITA’'s
Directory and Buyer’s Guide

53: Geotextiles, Erosion Control
Materials, Geogrids

66: Pipe: Plastic

73: Soil Erosion Control,
Stabilization, Retention

90: Storm Water Management
& Related Materials
Concrete Lifting

MEMBER SINCE 1997
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MERSIN THE FULL SERVICE SOLUTION

MERSINO IS YOUR BEST SOLUTION FOR > Dewatering Services

* Deep Well Systems
» Wellpoint Systems
We can handle your entire pumping project. » Trenched Tile Systems

 Eductor Systems
> Bypass Pumping Systems
> Slurry Wall Installation
> Generators from 14 kW to 2000 kW

Design | Engineer | Install | Monitor | Service

MERSINO CAN PROVIDE 24 HOUR OPERATION, MAINTENANCE AND MONITORING
OF YOUR PROJECT...AND WE ALSO OFFER NATIONWIDE PUMP RENTALS,

24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK

Detroit - Headquarters  Chicago  Daytona  Houston  Myrtle Beach

1.866.MERSINO  www.mersino.com MERSI N@
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Have you worn your MITA hat while golfing, This is not a duplicate picture of Craig Pasternak of
boating hunting etc? Please send the phOtO Inspecsol Engineering, Inc. This is Craig on the 18th

. . .. green of the links of Spanish Bay in Monterrey, Calif.
and a brief explanation to nancybrown@mi-ita.com. Craig has sent us pictures in the past on other golf

Thanks for your participation. courses.

Allen Broskey of Michigan CAT was found on a
pontoon boat in Duck Lake, Mich., wearing a
MITA hat.

CorricaN PROPANE

/A Division of CORRIGAN OIL CO.

Home Heating  Construction Heat
Propane Dispensing Stations and Cylinder Exchange Service

775 N. Second « Brighton, MI 48116
(810) 229-6323 + (800) FAST-OIL
Fax (810) 229-4970
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Executive Vice President Comment

Hot Topic

One thing that stirs the emo-
tions of our members is the issue of
utility locating. In the opinion of
this writer, finding a specific utility
in an intersection of underground
spaghetti is at best luck and, at
worst, can be dangerously inaccu-
rate. To make matters worse Public Act 53 of 1974, the state law gov-
erning the protection of underground utilities, is lopsided in favor of
utility owners and offers little protection to the excavator.

In 2000, then AUC joined a group of major utility companies to
form the Michigan Damage Prevention Board (MDPH). MDPB mem-
bers representing the utilities were high enough on the food chain to
not only make suggestions, but also follow through with the decision
makers at their respective companies. Other than discussing issues
and concerns, the board determined that the purpose of MDPB was
to construct a replacement for the severely flawed PA. 53.

Much to my surprise, significant agreement was reached on a
number of issues; however, the board felt that a pilot program to test
many of these improvements made sense. This pilot program was
manifested in the creation of a Best Practices Contract between this
association and nine of our state’s utility owners.

The “contract” corrected at least one major problem with PA. 53
in that an excavator does not have to expose a utility and determine
the precise location of the facility until they are within 60 inches of
the flag or mark. Current law simply states that you will determine
the precise location of facilities prior to construction, which allows

STUART,
FRANEY,

MATTHEWS &
CHANTRES, P.C.

Utility Locating is Always a

for a broad interpretation.

Other changes include a 72-hour notification to MISS DIG in-
stead of three full working days; the establishment of a positive re-
sponse system; defines the ticket life as either 21 or 180 days; and
requires three hour response from a utility for either no marks or
additional assistance. Most important of all the contract allows for
recovery of actual damages to non-compliance with the Best Prac-
tices.

By all measurements, the contract seems to be working so the
next logical step would involve incorporating the document in to a
total re-write of the current law. It's important to note here that the
contract only affects nine public utilities. Conversely, a re-write of
Public Act 53 on the other hand will apply to all public utilities in
Michigan.

The proposed replacement for PA. 53 has been completed by the
MDPB and its fate now is in the hands of those employees of the
utilities who possess the authority to give it the “thumbs-up” My
hat is off to Consumers Energy, Detroit Edison, Michigan Consoli-
dated Gas, SEMCO, Michigan Electric and Gas Association, Michi-
gan Electric Co-ops, AT&T and the Associated Petroleum Industries
for their patience and diligence in the process. Itisexpected that the
new act will be introduced in bill form in early 2010.

Included at the back of this issue (pgs. 55-65) is a comparison of
the proposal developed by MDPB and Public Act 53.

To contact Bob Patzer, e-mail him atbobpatzer@mi-ita.com
or call 517-347-8336.

Construction Industry Specialists
Accounting
Business and
Tax Planning

Certified Public Accountants

28525 Orchard Lake Road
Farmington Hills, Ml 48334
(248) 324-2200 Fax (248) 324-8888

www.sfmc-pc.com
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New release of EieldVianageraGConthactor,

reflects userinput

By Doug Needham, Director of Technical Services, MITA; and Chad Schafer, Construction Management Specialist, Info Tech, Inc.

The initial release of FieldManager Contractor in March of this year
has been a success onall fronts. User feedback has been overwhelmingly
positive, projections on implementations have been greatly exceeded,
and interest from state agencies outside of Michigan is growing. Info
Tech is excited to continue to improve this product by working directly
with MITA and the contracting community to meet the construction
administration of contractors.

The software development methodology for FieldManager Con-
tractor is simple: ask contractors to guide the process. With direct in-
put from contractors like you about your workflows, issues, and pain
points, Info Tech has been able to develop a system that truly meets
your business needs and will continue to grow.

During the process, a great deal has been learned. While initially it
was felt the discrepancy reporting was the main benefit of the system,
we have learned that users find the subcontractor payment functional-
ity equal or even higher in value. We learned that many subcontractors
(usually primes in a sub role for a job) are using the system to ensure
they are paid accurately by the prime. We have also learned that more
help is needed for DBE tracking. All of this feedback is reflected in the

newest release.

The enhancements and improvements for the latest release, which
became available on July 31, don't focus on a specific area; rather, there
are many small improvements in multiple areas to make FieldManager
Contractor more valuable and user-friendly.

The first improvement is in DBE tracking. FieldManager Contrac-
tor now has a check box in the subcontractor screen that can be se-
lected to indicate if a subcontractor is a DBE. The data also appears
in a column in the subcontractors’ list so that you can see, at a glance,
who the DBE subs are on a project. Another enhancement is the abil-
ity to see revenue on the Foreman's Report. When combined with the
expense data, it is easy to track profit/loss by day using this report.
A Contractor Status Inquiry has been added that displays pertinent
prime, sub and DBE data and an Equipment Inquiry that allows you to
see equipment cost to date.

The ability to configure the subcontractor payment report was add-
ed, including the addition of a customizable signature block. Revisions
to the subcontractor report have also been made with a great amount

Continues on pg.44

Trusted professionals delivering America’s infrastructure solutions

Construction Engineering | Highway Design I Bridge Design | Transportation Planning | Surveying

800.482.2864 | www.wadetrim.com
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Vice President of. Government
& Public Relations Comment

Funding

MITA began the initiative to increase transportation investment in
Michigan four years ago this summer. Obviously, it has been an uphill
battle from the beginning with the challenging economic times facing
Michigan, the Big Three going into a tailspin, and our state elected offi-
cials dealing with numerous difficult issues including a complete over-
haul of our state’s business tax structure.

As staff, we have not waivered in our dedication to this initiative.
Quite the contrary, as we have rolled along through this process, we
have become more creative and aggressive in our efforts to get the leg-
islature, the media and the general public to recognize that this issue
needs to be a priority in order to turn Michigan around.

Every single major daily newspaper in the state has in one way
or another backed the concept of increasing transportation funding.
Many of those newspapers have endorsed the concept numerous times
over the course of the last couple years. As staff, we have literally done
hundreds of radio and television interviews, and MITA has been rec-
ognized as one of the top lobbying groups in Lansing twice in the last
four years. We have highlighted this issue to the point that recently
the History Channel ran a program called “The Crumbling of America,”
which specifically highlighted Michigan's crumbling roads. MITA was

The Latest on Transportation

recognized at the end of this
program as contributing in-
formation to its production.

Even though the end is not
necessarily in sight, we do feel ‘ 9
that we are gaining momen-
tum based on the fact that by next spring our state Legislature will be
debating a transportation budget, which if the problem is not fixed will
leave over $700 million of federal funds on the table to be redistributed
to other states. The reason for this situation is simple; Michigan'’s cur-
rent investment strategy does not anticipate enough revenue to allow
us to come up with the 20 percent match required in the federal law in
order to take advantage of those federal dollars. This point specifically
has highlighted the dramatic need that we have been talking about for
nearly four years, and now has many in the Legislature on both sides of
the aisle recognizing this situation as a pressing priority.

We have taken advantage of every single media opportunity that
has been presented before us including 24 different counties across the
state that are now rubblizing paved roads because they cannot afford
to keep up the maintenance on those roads due to a lack of funds. We

have also taken advantage of new-age com-
munication tools such as: YouTube where

e Nystrom

Contractors Insurance
Bonds * Pension Plans
Group Health & Life

7
LB
"

(248) 355-4411

1942-1992

b AR IVEREARY
ENMMITTEE

Zervos Group, Inc.

24724 FARMBROOK RD. = P.O. BOX 2087 = SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN 4B037-2087

we currently have three different MITA de-
veloped videos. We also have a presence on
Twitter as well as Facebook. We are literally
talking about this issue in every possible
venue.

As we face another summer with the
cost of gas quickly approaching $3.00 a gal-
lon again, it is no surprise that discussion of
an increase in Michigan's gas tax is facing
harsh criticism. What most people don't
know is that while the big oil companies
continue to rake in billion dollar profits,
funding for our roads and bridges is dwin-
dling. Under our current transportation

Gus E. Zervos, CEO
Angelo G. Zervos, VP
Don Burden Jim Gargaro
Al Peterson Larry Polec

Staff of 40 to Provide “Service with Zervos”

Steve M. Zervos. President
Michael G. Zervos, VP

Dave Lange

Dominic Nicita

funding system as gas pricing rise there is
no extra money from the price increase that
will flow into our transportation network.
In a period of seven weeks during the late
spring, the price of gas shot up more than 75
cents a gallon and yet none of this increase

Continues on pg.48
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Call your legislator toll-free

Call Your Legislator and Tell
Them to Support Increased
Funding for Michigan’s
Crumbling Roads and Bridges.

8838-719-3087

You will hear a short message and be prompted to enter your five-digit

zip code. You will then be given the choice of being connected to your

State Representative or State Senator. Please take the time to speak
to both and tell them that Local Roads Matter to You!

SN

Construction Industry Specialists
PINNACLE

INSURAMCE PARTMERS A Better View™

. Contract Bonds . Safety Programs
« Insurance Programs « Claims Management
. Captives and Self-Insurance

Whether a sand hill or a mountain, we'll help you to the top.

1430 Monroe NW, Suite100, Grand Rapids, MI 49505  t: 616-458-8990  f: 616-913-3301  www.pinnacleinsurancepartners.com
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Vice President of Membership
SErVICES Comment

The Future of Training

How often do you feel like you are being hit from every angle
about training requirements? You need this to work here you need
that to work there. Can | see your permit for this do you have a card
for that. These inconsistent and cumbersome requests are enough to
make one puke. The MIOSHA standards clearly state that each em-
ployer is responsible for the safety of their own employees. So why
does everybody you perform work for feel the need to demand or re-
quire additional training to work their site? The simple answer is fear.
Fear of being dragged into the liability loop and a lack of understand-
ing what training subs may need to complete their work. So the roller
approach is taken once again. MITA has taken the position that all
employees have to learning the basics: hard hat, back-up alarm, 6 foot
fall rules that apply to all types of construction activity. after that |
feel an employee is best served with a complete emersion into train-
ing related to the type of work they perform. Guess what? It seems |
have been outvoted by the planet regarding this issue.

What does this mean to MITA members? Training on top-
ics that you may not perform from a work standpoint. In an effort to
meet these needs (realized or not), MITA will be changing the method
of delivery for training services. Some members have also suggested
this change; so, as new employees are hired, they can experience the
highest level of training available without waiting for a once-annual
event (i.e. Super Conference). Therefore, MITA will be trying a new
method of delivery in an effort to meet member needs in the follow-
ing ways:

SPARTAN SPEGIALTIES LTD

SOIL STABILIZATION SOLUTIONS
— GROUTING TECHNOLOGIES —

FOUNDATION GROUTING
COMPACTION GROUTING
CHEMICAL GROUTING
MICRO FINE CEMENT

—— CONCRETE REPAIR —

PREPLACED AGGREGATE

EPOXY INJECTION
FABRIC FORM GROUT BAGS
GUNITE

PILES
MINI PILES
SOIL NAILING
EARTH & ROCK ANCHORS

586-826-8811

6250 SIMS STERLING HEIGHTS MI 48313
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» Offer regular and var-
ied programs at the
MITA building. The
bulk of the training
would occur from No-
vember through April.

» Offer members the
ability to customize
employee-training
days by selecting classes from a variety of MITA offerings (full
day and half day). Members will also have the option of training
at the MITA building or a venue of their choosing.

» Develop web-based training so members can do refresher and new
hire training based on training materials produced by MITA.

» Suspend Super Conferences.

This new approach will allow members to train more employ-
ees on a wider variety of issues and will contain curriculum that is
flexible enough to meet specific areas of need. This will also allow
MITA the ability to provide more to members at a reduced cost when
compared to theper head price of $100 for a Super Conference. As we
approach the fall, training schedules will be developed. The cost for
this expanded training is estimated at $25/person/session if training
is held at the MITA facility and $35/person/session if held at remote
location with consideration given to the number of employees to be
trained. CPR & First-Aid training/refreshers could be paired with any
class at an additional cost.

MITA has and will continue to expand its
ability to offer new training classes in an effort to
meet member needs. The new Mine Safety Train-
ing is just one example. MITA will be prepared to
offer MIOSHA/OSHA 10-hour and 30-hour train-
ing classes this fall to help members meet many
of the requirements they encounter when work-
ing out of state; and, as previously stated, these
requirements are now showing up on work site in
state.

The hope is this shift in training, while break-
ing from tradition, will provide cutting-edge, flex-
ible and affordable programs that meet an ever-
changing industry’s needs.

To contact Rob Coppersmith,
e-mail him at
robcoppersmith@mi-ita.com
or call the MITA office

at 517-347-8336.



Vice President of Engineering
SErvices Comment

MDOT “Gets It Done”

On February 17, 2009, President Obama signed into law the Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), which designated over $48
billion to the United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) for
distribution to its various transportation governing federal offices. As
we know, the key provisions of ARRA are preserving and creating jobs,
promoting economic recovery, and investing in transportation infra-
structure that will provide long-term economic benefits to each state
and our nation.

Michigan’s share of the ARRA “stimulus” dollars for transportation
totaled $873 million .... $635.4 million directed to the Michigan Depart-
ment of Transportation (MDOT) for state trunkline road and bridge
projects, $211.8 going to local agency jurisdiction road and bridge proj-
ects, and $25.8 million directed to transit authorities for rural and in-
tercity bus capital projects.

When the ARRA “stimulus” funds were distributed to the states
for spending, those funds came with “strings” attached to ensure their
prompt and appropriate investment. Like other USDOT federal-aid
programs, ARRA funded projects required the traditional Davis-Bacon
prevailing wage, EEO and DBE, and Buy American provisions. Addi-
tional new oversight and reporting rules were imposed on the ARRA
funded projects to insure full transparency in the contracting and
project delivery processes.

One of the most demanding ARRA requirements was that the
state departments of transportation must “obligate” projects totaling
at least one-half of their ARRA allocation within 120 days of the sign-
ing of the act. States that were unable to meet the “120 day obliga-
tion” requirement risked forfeiting their un-obligated fund balance
back to Washington for redistribution to the states that met the ob-
ligation deadline. Complicating this obligation requirement for the
states was the additional requirement that the ARRA funded projects
were a supplement to, and not a replacement for, their regular annual
federal-aid highway program.

As we learned from counterparts in other states, ARTBA staff,
and MDOT, several state DOTs were less than enthusiastic about
these ARRA requirements and many were ill prepared in terms of
having a strategic plan and the corresponding list of “shovel ready”
projects that would facilitate their meeting the “120 day obligation”
requirement. MDOT leadership on the other hand, took a very pro-
active and aggressive approach in their planning and preparation for
the distribution of any federal stimulus dollars to Michigan. From
the earliest days of the stimulus plan discussions, it was MDOT's plan
to be positioned and prepared to spend every federal stimulus dollar
it could get plus any additional stimulus dollars it could get in a re-
distribution from states that didn't meet the obligation deadline.

In December of last year (two months before ARRA was actually
signed into law), MDOT began developing their economic stimulus
implementation plan that included a project list of several hundred

potential projects totaling in
excess of $2 billion. By mid-
March that list had been pared
down to include 178 “shovel
ready” projects representing a
total investment of $757 mil-
lion ($122 million above the
Michigan ARRA distribution
in anticipation and prepa-
ration for a re-distribution of un-obligated ARRA funds from other
states).

To insure they would meet the “120 day obligation” requirement
(‘obligation” means a project is approved by the FHWA for advertise-
ment) MDOT Director, Kirk Steudle, established an internal “Barrier
Busters” team comprised of his top administrators, and bureau and
region leadership. These Barrier Busters met weekly and were empow-
ered to “cut through the red tape” in working with the various regu-
latory and governing agencies to add flexibility and timeliness to the

Continues on pg.48
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DIrector. of Saftety & Workforce

[Development Comment

Be Prepared

One can never predict when tragedy might strike. My
father says that “accidents” are predictable and avoidable. |
believe this to be true and false. You can prevent accidents
from occurring in situations where you are in control. You
can't prevent accidents when someone else has control.

So, are you and your employees prepared for the worst?
Do you train on what to do during a catastrophic event? Do
you document training and toolbox talk or job site analyses?
There is a lot to be said for this. When the guys moan and
groan about signing the sign-in sheet for attending a brief
training session, ask someone that has been put through the
tremendous amount of pressure that is on while MIOSHA
does an investigation. Staying up on your MIOSHA 300 (inju-
ry log) or answering the twisted one-sided questions that the
media reporters throw at you can take its toll. Being prepared
for such a thing can make or break a company. Minor acci-
dents far out number major ones or the fatalities, but if you

WE COVER YOUR
INFRASTRUCTURE™

' *Manhole Frames & Covers
*Custom Logo Covers
* Drainage Products

*INFRA-RISER" Rubber
§ Adjustment Risers

* Detectable Warning Plates
*Tree & Trench Grates

*Made in Michigan

Call Today for
More Information

800.626.4653

www.ejiw.com

ERWW =071 0RDAN
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* Fire Hydrants & Gate Valves

MADE IN THE USA

are prepared for any type of inci-
dent, it will ease the stress load
on the entire company. MITA
has the experience and recourses
to assist and guide you through
any type of crisis. MITA contact
cards contain names and phone
numbers of the people you need
to talk to or simply visit our web site. MITA staff is dedicated
to helping our members. All you have to do is call..

On a similar note, MITA has noticed an increase in the
numbers of visits that contractors are getting from MIOSHA
inspectors. This increase is attributed to a decrease in infra-
structure work and an increase in the number of safety of-
ficers. MIOSHA has started an attempt to train their safety
officers to communicate “better” with the contractors. They
are trying to shed the image of “bad cop”. MITA has noticed
some change in this area but it still has a ways to go. If

you haven't had an inspection in some time, there is

a good chance that you will, and that is all the more

reason to be prepared. Getting into an argument

over right and wrong is futile. These safety officers
are out there doing a job just like you are and for the
most part, with the exception of a few they are try-
ing. The quicker they get started, the quicker they
should be done and remember that fixing something
that the safety officer might point out is not an ad-
mission of guilt. Abatement at the time of inspec-
tion actually helps in the long run when it comes to
monetary penalties. If and when citations are is-
sued, MITA will assist your company in the appeals
process. MITA will help prepare you for a MIOSHA
inspection through its job site inspection program.

This service is free of charge and similar to that of a

MIOSHA inspection with out all the pain.

The key to being prepared is to train and docu-
ment EVERYTHING!

If you have any questions or comments,
contact Pat Brown by e-mail
at patrickbrown@mi-ita.com

or call 517 347-8336.
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DIFector. of Legisiative Affairs

Promote Industry

The infrastructure industry is notorious for being strong, steady
and slow to change. It is the nature of our work. We build things to
last—our roads, bridges, water lines, utilitiess—with heavy-duty durable
equipment and proven construction techniques created over genera-
tions.

It was only a few short years ago that AUC communicated with the
membership primarily through Friday mailings. These were labor-
intensive end-of-the-week projects requiring staff to have “all hands
on deck” to help copy, collate, staple, stuff, lick envelopes and mail the
information. Like pretty much all organizations, technology advances
ushered in the dawn of e-mail communication and the Friday mailings
went the way of the dinosaur.

Pretty much every large organization now has a web presence with
content available for those seeking information. MITA is no different.
We have the MITA website www.mi-ita.com as well as the www.drivemi.
org website specifically created to promote the transportation funding
initiative. The latter site is chock full of transportation reports, media
stories, letters to the editor and frequent updates about the status of
the funding initiative.

But, in addition to the typical technological tools used by most or-
ganizations, MITA is on the cutting edge of emerging new communica-
tion tools. We Tweet. We YouTube. We Facebook. And just recently,
we have added a toll-free number to contact legislators.

Facebook

The popular social networking site has over 200 million active
members who use the website to connect and communicate with
friends and family. MITA has created a “cause” known as Fix Our Roads
(FOR) on Facebook as a way to attract members of the general public
to support this public policy effort. With nearly 500 members, the FOR
cause is a new way for us to recruit, engage and communicate with the
general public free of charge.

YouTube

YouTube is a video sharing website on which users can upload and
share videos. The Michigan Transportation Team has recently pro-
duced a couple of videos highlighting just how bad the roads are and
uploaded them. We also created a “channel” dedicated to investing in
our infrastructure. http://www.youtube.com/FixMIRoads

As a way to cross-promote the use of this site, we have announced
our new videos through press releases to local media. In each case, we
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Facebook, YouTube, Twitter
and More: MITA Uses Newest
Communications Tools to

cComment

Keith Ledbetter

got TV coverage of the uploaded videos.

Twitter

Twitter is a free social networking and micro-blogging service
that enables its users to send and read each others' updates, known as
“tweets”. Tweets are text-based posts of up to 140 characters, displayed
on the author’s profile page and delivered to other users - known as fol-
lowers - who have subscribed to them.

MITA created a Twitter account https://twittercom/DriveMI sev-
eral months ago as a way to keep people informed on smaller develop-
ments that may not necessarily rise to the level of importance enough
to create a bulletin or press release on a given topic. MITA has built a

Continues on pg.50
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DIrector. ofi fiechnical SerVvices

MITA Ads Website:
Join the Club

A while back, a member called MITA voicing a concern regard-
ing a missed opportunity. They conveyed how they forgot to check
one of the thirteen publications they typically watch for project ad-
vertisements and missed a bidding opportunity. From this experi-
ence, it was suggested that MITA create a website that could be used
for posting advertisements for non-MDOT let projects eliminating
the need to check multiple publications on a weekly basis.

We are proud to let you know that MITA created just that! The
MITA Ads website (www.mitaads.com) was rolled out the first of the
year and was slowly gaining momentum. However, with little notice,
on April 21, 2009, the last issue of Michigan Contractor & Builder
(MC&B) was published. This left a huge void for the advertisement
of non-MDOT let projects. Given the tight economic times, MITA
contractors were looking under every stone for work and that task
became even greater with the closing of the MC&B. Therefore, MITA
went back to a grass roots effort pounding the streets promoting

ASSOCIATE

BACHELOR'S

MASTER'S

b

Distinctive Degrees for Gonstruction Leaders

Lawrence Tech offers over 80
undergraduate, master’s, and
doctoral programs in Colleges
of Architecture and Design,
Arts and Sciences, Engineering,
and Management.

Construction Engineering Technology

Architectural Engineering

(combining bachelor’s and master’s studies)
Civil Engineering

Construction Management

Engineering Technology To have your

application fee
waived, visit
Itu.edu/applyfree

Civil Engineering
Construction Engineering Management
Engineering Management

Lawrence
Tech.

Leaders in the Making

Lawrence Technological University
Office of Admissions

21000 West Ten Mile Road
Southfield, MI 48075-1058
800.CALL.LTU  Itu.edu
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Comment

the MITA Ads website.
MITA once again con-
tacted the County Road
Association of Michigan
(CRAM), Michigan Mu-
nicipal League (MML),
Michigan Association of
County Drain Commissions (MACDC), Michigan Department of En-
vironmental Quality (MDEQ), American Public Works Association
(APWA), and American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC).
MITA also conducted on-site seminars for groups and companies
that wanted more information about the website and its many func-
tions. Our work is yielding promising results. As of the writing of
this article there are over 650 users of the website and over 150 proj-
ects have been posted.

I11/1%=

If you are a MITA Ads registered subscriber, then you are familiar
with the site’s many features. For those that are not, I'll give a quick
run down. The project advertisement is laid out similar to what is
required for all state and federal funded projects. One advantage for
being online is that if an agency has additional information on their
website, they can link you to it from the advertisement. Once an
advertisement is posted, an email is sent to all users notifying them
about the project. There is also a counter that tallies the number of
hits on each advertisement. This is important when tracking poten-
tial interest on the project. We have found that it's not uncommon
to have over 100 viewers, which could potentially represents over
100 interested bidders. On the home page, you will notice projects,
which can be posted any time, are arranged in chronological order
based on bid opening date. There are no timelines for submitting a
project to be posted. Once an agency or designer is ready to adver-
tise a project, they logon, create the advertisement, and post it. It's
that simple ...

Minor revisions to the website have been made since its launch
but MITA has some major enhancements in the works. These en-
hancements are based on requests from current users and will in-
clude grouping advertisements into categories (i.e. airport, demoli-
tion, electrical, roads, bridges, etc.). This ‘grouping” will allow sub-
scribers to receive email notifications and track only those types of

Continues on pg.50
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TOOL BOX TALKS

Weldlng and Cutting

1=,

Before you get started:
There are five basic safety tips that apply to the whole industry. If you practice these five tips, you can
make a difference.

* KNOW YOUR JOB. * USE GOOD JUDGEMENT.
* BE ALERT. * ALWAYS THINK SAFETY.
* EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED.

These tool box talks have been designed to include all of the information your company should be able
to include in a five minute session. MITA suggests that you document this activity with the sign-in sheet
that has been provided and keep it on file for future reference.

Welders and cutters are exposed to a variety of workplace hazards. The recognition of these hazards,
safe worker practices and use of proper personal protective equipment will make welding and cutting
operations as safe as any other work activity.

What to look for:

Fire hazards from welding or cutting on or near combustible or flammable materials, dust,
vapor or liquids.

Toxic gases, fumes and dust which may be released while welding or cutting.

Repeated exposure to ultraviolet and infrared rays produced by electric arc and flames.
Explosion hazards related to closed containers that may once have held flammable liquids.

Common sense safe work practices and the proper personal protective equipment can be used to avoid
injury to yourself or others when welding or cutting.

e When working above ground level, use a guarded platform or safety harness.

e When working in confined spaces such as tanks and bins, wear the proper respiratory
protection and a safety harness attached to a lifeline. Always use a helper or spotter who
can initiate emergency rescue procedures.

« Always follow confined space entry procedures.

e When finished welding or cutting, warn others of hot metal.

e Always wear the appropraite personal protective equipment such as aprons, leggings, safety
shoes, hard hats and the proper goggles, shield or safety glasses for the operation being
performed.

e Do not leave welding area unattended for one half hour once welding has stopped.

e The cylinders should be restrained in a manner to prevent falling.

e Valves should be closed when not in use.

< No welding within 50’ of explosives, stored cylinders or stored fuel. A fire extinguisher
should be available in work area.

The recognition of hazards and safe work procedures will insure a safe environment for all workers.

Your employer is an equal opportunity employer and as such welcomes applications from qualified female and
minority applicants.
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To read other MITA press releases, visit
http://www.mi-ita.com and click on “News.”

7/9/2009 Toll-Free Number Allows Public to Tell
Lawmakers to Fix Ml Roads

The Michigan Transportation Team (MTT) has set up a toll-free
number allowing state drivers to encourage lawmakers to fix Michigan's
crumbling transportation system.

By dialing 888-719-3087, callers will only have to enter their five-
digit zip code to be connected with their legislator at no cost to them.

“This toll-free number is a resource for anyone who has blown
a tire, cracked a rim, or spilled coffee in their lap after passing over
a famous Michigan pothole” said Mike Nystrom, vice president of
government and public relations for the Michigan Infrastructure and
Transportation Association (MITA) and co-chair of MTT. “Legislators
have told us that they want to hear from their constituents on
the issue of Michigan’s failing transportation system,
we're happy to oblige”

The Michigan Legislature is currently
exploring a package of bills that would
increase road funding over the next five
years in Michigan. The plan is expected
to yield an additional $1.8 billion in
new transportation revenue per year,
increasing the amount local road
commissions would receive to maintain,
repair and replace existing roads as well as
create 46,000 jobs for the state.

If Michigan legislators fail to address
Michigan’s  transportation funding needs,
Michigans road and bridge funding will plummet
dramatically in 2011, causing the state to return almost $600
million a year to Washington because of the state’s inability to match
federal aid.

“Our transportation system is in shambles,” Nystrom said. “Our
roads, bridges, and busses have been drastically underfunded for years
and it is time our lawmakers take notice. Our crumbling roadways are
no longer safe for Michigan motorists and we need our legislators to
hear this from the public.”

MTT is a broad-based, bi-partisan partnership of business, labor,
local government, associations and citizens linked with the common

|z

goal of improving Michigan's transportation infrastructure. The
DriveMI campaign is committed to promoting the development and
maintenance of a safe, convenient and efficient transportation network
that serves the public, private and economic development needs of
Michigan. Please visit www.drivemi.org for more information on
transportation funding.

7/6/2009 Detroit Free Press Op-Ed: No more
excuses - it's time to fix our roads

Few people in Michigan would argue that our roads don't need to
be fixed. It has become the norm to drive over bone jarring potholes
without thinking twice about them. But, a recent study by The Road
Information Program (TRIP) out of Washington D.C. concluded that

the average Michigan driver now pays $370 per year in costs

associated with bad roads. This is a cost Michigan
motorists cannot afford any longer.

Not only do we know our roads are bad,
but the nation has taken notice. The History
Channel recently aired a national program

(The Crumbling of America) on our nation’s
aging infrastructure — the special highlighted
Michigan’s failing roads and bridges. Our
transportation system is so bad, that producers
even stated the entire special could have been
filmed in Detroit. Inaddition, a national magazine
for truckers rated our state’s roads the third worst

in the nation.
The problem is only getting worse. Based on current
funding levels, almost half of Michigan's roads will be in poor
condition within 10 years. Already 25 counties have been forced to
pulverize their failing pavement back to gravel with no plans to repave
them. Michigan is falling decades behind as we continue to disinvest
in our state’s infrastructure and our economic competitors watch us

crumble.

A generation of state and federal policymakers have allowed our
world-class highway system to collapse under the guise of “protecting
taxpayers.” We have always had a user-fee approach to finance our
transportation system. Ifyou use the roads, you support them by paying

i
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a gas tax. But, as fuel efficiency standards have improved dramatically
and gasoline prices have skyrocketed, drivers are not consuming the
same amounts of fuel as in years past, thus substantially reducing
revenue from gasoline taxes to fix our roads. We need to raise per gallon
tax rates periodically just to keep pace with inflation, but policymakers
haven't done that.

Unfortunately, the big oil companies — the ones that raised your
gas prices by 75 cents per gallon in only a few short weeks — are now
concerned that you are paying too much for fuel. Yet, none of those
increased costs went to fix our roads. They went into the pockets of
oil tycoons. Their opposition to funding our roads through fuel taxes
is self-serving at best.

There is a proposal in Lansing that would base transportation
taxes on fuel prices rather than gallons as a way to provide incremental
increases over time. To protect taxpayers, the legislation calls for a
limit of increases to no more than the equivalent of three pennies per
gallon per year. With gas prices fluctuating as much as 25 cents in one
day, motorists would hardly notice the difference, yet it would go a long
way to helping begin to rebuild a crumbling Michigan.

No more excuses — Fix Michigan's Roads Now!

6/24/2009 Michigan Roads Featured on History
Channel

The state of Michigan’s crumbling infrastructure is so bad, even
Hollywood has taken notice. On June 22 at 9 p.m., The History Channel
will air “The Crumbling of America,” which explores the state of the
nation's highways, bridges, water and sewage systems, and more. (The
show will repeat on Sunday, June 28, at 5 p.m.)

“The Crumbling of America” explores the nation’s infrastructure
problems using expert interviews, on location shooting and computer
generate animation to illustrate the kinds of infrastructure disasters
that could be just around the bend.

“It's no surprise that Michigan was selected to highlight the dangers
a crumbling transportation infrastructure pose,” said Mike Nystrom,
vice president of government and public relations for the Michigan
Infrastructure and Transportation Association (MITA), and co-chair
of the Michigan Transportation Team (MTT). “The History Channel
visited Michigan back in April, and filmed significant portions of our
roadways to use in the program. We were even contacted to provide
more footage of our deteriorating roadways after they wrapped filming.
If this isn't a wake up call to our legislators, | don't know what is.”

A study done by the Michigan Chapter of the American Society of
Civil Engineers (ASCE) gave Michigan’s roads and bridges a D rating,
noting 38 percent of Michigan’s roads are in poor condition and 28
percent of Michigan's bridges arestructurally deficient or functionally
obsolete.

A recent Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) report
shows 919 highway bridges are “functionally obsolete” and another 471
are “structurally deficient” More than 250 of these bridges are at least
75 years old, meaning they were built before the last Great Depression.

“It makes it more challenging to attract job providers when
Michigan keeps receiving attention for our crumbling roads and
bridges,” Nystrom said. “Hopefully this attention will encourage our
legislators to act. If Michigan is to have a strong, viable future, we need

our roadways to get us there. We must fix Michigan’s roads now!”

The Michigan Legislature is currently exploring a package of
bills that would increase road funding over the next five years in
Michigan. The plan is expected to yield an additional $1.8 billion in
new transportation revenue per year.

MTT is a broad-based, bi-partisan partnership of business, labor,
local government, associations and citizens linked with the common
goal of improving Michigans transportation infrastructure. The
DriveMI campaign is committed to promoting the development and
maintenance of a safe,convenient and efficient transportation network
that serves the public, private and economic development needs of
Michigan. Please visit www.drivemi.org for more information on
transportation funding.

6/24/2009 Michigan Roads Pulverized In New
YouTube Video Lack of funding leads to destruction
of Montcalm County roads

A YouTube video released today documents the intentional
pulverization of paved roadways in Montcalm County. Faced with
dwindling funds for road maintenance, many Michigan counties are
being forced to replace paved roads with gravel.

“The destruction of these roads represents a tragic regression of our
state’s infrastructure,” said Mike Nystrom, vice president of government
and public relations for the Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation
Association (MITA) and co-chair of the Michigan Transportation
Team (MTT), which released the video. “It has never been clearer that
Michigan is in desperate need of increased transportation funding. We
need our legislators to take action immediately.”

The YouTube video shows a section of Lake Montcalm Road,
Montcalm County as it was pulverized on May 18, 2009. Since 2007, 25
counties in Michigan have been forced to let their roads meet the same
fate as the road in the YouTube video.

The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) recently
released a study on a new package of transportation reform bills
introduced in the Michigan Legislature. According to the projections,
the 10 counties with the highest number of federal aid miles could
nearly double their pavement preservation programs and begin critical,
overdue infrastructure repairs. In addition to fixing our roads, this
legislation would also help combat Michigan's unemployment crisis by
sustaining more than 35,000 jobs.

“Not only is our infrastructure crumbling, now we are being forced
to destroy it ourselves,” Nystrom said. “We've got a serious problem on
our hands. The transportation reform hills that have been introduced
represent a real solution.”

The Michigan Transportation Team is a broad-based, bi-partisan
partnership of business, labor, local government, associations and
citizens linked with the common goal of improving Michigan's
transportation infrastructure. The MTT is committed to promoting
the development and maintenance of a safe, convenient and efficient
transportation network that serves the public, private and economic
development needs of Michigan. Please visit www.drivemi.org for more
information on transportation funding. Links: YouTube Video: http:.//
www.youtube.com/watch?v=b8Z-_hKYEKY

Continues on pg.37
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The following are excerpts of media coverage generated by MITA. Visit the news section of www.mi-ita.com to

read entire stories.

6/23/2009

Michigan Information and Research
Service: Michigan’s Bad Roads Go
National

To the rest of the country, Michigan is seen as being synonymous
with the automobile. The birthplace of Ford, General Motors and
Chrysler, Detroit and Michigan are known as a place where people
take a lot of pride in their cars and trucks.

Yet, the roads these cars drive on have fallen in such disrepair
they’re being turned back to gravel in some areas.

It's a piece of irony that the writer of the History Channel’s “The
Crumbling of America,” which airs tonight (June 22) at 9 p.m., said
was so striking an entire documentary could be made on the devolving
situation.

Documentary writer Henry Schipper said the plight of Michigan’s
deteriorating roads is prominently mentioned. He regrets that more
footage wasn't taken in the Mitten State and that more time wasn't
dedicated to how bad the state’s roads are. However, the feature
needed to keep its national focus.

“We could have done the whole show in Detroit,” said Schipper,
whose family moved from the city when he was 12. “The most extreme
problems with infrastructure that cropped up nationally came from
Michigan and Detroit in particular, but we couldn't spend too much
time with it or our viewers would have discounted it as, ‘Oh, that's
just Detroit.”

Schipper, now of Los Angeles, said the producers of the show
hired a Chicago crew to spend some time in a pair of small Michigan
towns in Berrien County and found “some pretty good visuals.”

But he said by the time he and the producers realized the extent
of the problem throughout Michigan, and in particular the state’s
busier roads, the show was too far along in the production process to
re-shoot areas in metro Detroit.

“Whenever you hear of Michigan, you think of it as the pride and
glory of the auto industry and here they can't even protect its primary
asset,” Schipper said. “You just get this impression that something has
gone horribly wrong”

Tonight's program on the nation's crumbling infrastructure is
divided up into acts: “bridges, roads, etc” One entire act is devoted
to roads and producers debated about whether to dedicate that entire
act to Michigan.

“We came close to (doing that) because of that irony,” he said.
“This is the best road story in the country, what's happening in
Michigan”

B vita m Ccross-section

The Michigan Transportation Team (MTT), which is lobbying the
Legislature to change the gas tax from one based on a flat 19 cents
per gallon to a percentage-based system in order to raise more road
money, highlighted The Crumbling of America in a press release
today.

A study done by the Michigan Chapter of the American Society of
Civil Engineers (ASCE) gave Michigan's roads and bridges a D rating,
noting 38 percent of Michigan’s roads are in poor condition and 28
percent of Michigan’s bridges are structurally deficient or functionally
obsolete.

“We were even contacted to provide more footage of our
deteriorating roadways after they wrapped filming,” said MTT Co-
Chair Mike Nystrom. “If this isn't a wake up call to our legislators, |
don't know what is””

6/5/2009
The Detroit News: $740M of Michigan
roadwork axed

The state took another hard shot Thursday when the Michigan
Department of Transportation announced it has canceled more than
137 road and bridge projects, totaling $740 million, due to Michigan’s
inability to match federal dollars. Michigan's portion of the federal
match for road construction will now go to other states.

“We are in a state of crisis when it comes to our transportation
funding, and it is being felt in every community across the state,” said
Mike Nystrom, vice president of government and public relations for
the Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association, which
represents 800 construction related companies within the state. The
list of canceled projects, which includes 28 high-profile projects in
Metro Detroit, was part of MDOT's five-year road and bridge program
presented earlier this week to the House Transportation Committee.
Nearly $247.8 million would have been spent on road projects in
Metro Detroit.

“These projects are vital to Michigan's economic future,” said
Nystrom. “When roads are maintained, they attract new business.
Economic and job growth will not happen in Michigan when MDOT
is forced to cancel critical infrastructure projects...”

6/1/2009
Kalamazoo Gazette: Contractors still
waiting for projects via federal funds

At the beginning of the year, talk of a large stimulus plan for
infrastructure improvements and other possible work was generating




Hundreds of people attended a press conference May 14 at the Capitol during which Mike Nystrom, MITA's vice president of govern-
ment and public relations, was among members of the Michigan Transportation Team who discussed transportation funding bills

much interest in the commercial construction community.
Three months after Congress passed the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act, most of the industry is still waiting to see any real
action fromit.

The first quarterly report to the president said there have been
$28.5 billion in actual outlays and $88 billion in obligations, but
not much of that is going to construction-related portions of the
stimulus...

5/15/20

Crain’s Detroit Business:
Transportation bills could raise 1.8B
for roads, bridge

Legislation that could raise some $1.8 billion annually for
Michigan roads and bridges was announced Thursday in Lansing by
lawmakers, transportation and business interests.

The 13-bill package, which has not yet been fully introduced,
moved from announcement at a Thursday morning press conference
to discussion in the House Transportation Committee...

5/14/2009
Detroit Free Press: Plan’s gas tax,
vehicle fees would help fix roads

An influential coalition proposed today increasing the state
gasoline tax and vehicle registration fees to generate an additional
$1.8 billion for new and improved roads.

Under the plan, Michigan’s 19 cents per gallon gas tax would be

replaced by a tax on fluctuating wholesale prices of gas starting Jan.
1. The tax would be passed on to motorists, and it would be capped at
the equivalent of 34 cents per gallon.

Until Jan. 1, the current gas tax would drop to 18.5 cents per
gallon.

Annual registrations for most light cars and trucks would almost
double over five years. Registration fees would rise 10 percent in 2010,
and then 20 percent for each of the next four years.

But owners of older, less expensive cars would get a 10% break
on their registration fees, which would be smaller than fees for new
cars. Fees for cars valued at $12,000 or less would rise very little or
not atall...

Detroit Free Press: Plan's gas tax, vehicle fees would help fix
roads

4/29/2009

Gongwer News Service: Take
advantage of lower gas prices to pass
transportation funding hike

With gas prices hovering around the $2 mark for several weeks,
lawmakers were told now is the time to act on a transportation
infrastructure-funding package that would include going to a
wholesale gas tax and increasing vehicle registration fees.

Officials from the Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation
Associationtold membersofthe House Appropriations Transportation
Subcommittee on Tuesday that tough decisions have to be made in
order to catch funding up to the level it needs to be to support the

Continues on pg.53
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Staff from MITA met with
Governor Granholm in June.

Pictured from right to left are:
Governor Jennifer Granholm,

Jim Ryan of Public Affairs

Associates; Mike Nystr
vice president of government
public relations; and Keith Ledbetter,

MITA's director of legislative affairs.
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Mike Nystrom Voted Top Lobbyist

Wednesday, May 27, 2009 Mike Nystrom, MITASs vice
president of government and public relations, has been voted one
of the top lobbyists in the state by the Michigan Information and
Research Service. Nystrom earned the honors for his efforts lobby-
ing state legislators regarding issues of importance to the construc-
tion industry.

“It is an honor to be recognized
by those that you work with,” Ny-
strom said. “But, this recognition
also belongs to the rest of the team
at MITA who work alongside me
on a daily basis.”

The results came as part of the
MIRS-EPIC/MRA Insider Survey,
which was e-mailed to well over
1,000 lawmakers, lobbyists, asso-
ciation executives and executive
branch officials over a three-week
period in May.

Mike Nystrom

Doug Needham, P.E. Participates in ARTBA

Program

Doug Needham, PE., MITAs director of technical services,
was among 30 transportation design and construction indus-
try “rising stars” who recently participated in the American
Road & Transportation Builders Association’s (ARTBA) annual
Young Executive Development Program (YEDP). The intensive
three-day program, which was held in Washington, D.C., May
19-21, focused on the impacts the federal government has on
the industry and the role that ARTBA plays in shaping national
transportation policy.

American Road &
VY Transporlatinn Builders
Associalios 'ﬂ'{[

Doug Needham, PE., MITA director of technical
services(left); and Bill Toohey, executive vice president and
chief operating officer of the American Road & Transporta-
tion Builders Association.

“We are proud that Doug participated in this program, which is
an example of MITA staff taking on educational opportunities that
ultimately benefit MITA members,” said Bob Patzer, MITAS execu-
tive vice president.

The YEDP program included sessions on federal, legislative
and regulatory processes. Participants heard from industry lead-
ers, such as National Surface Transportation Policy and Revenue
Study Commission Vice-Chair Jack Schenendorf regarding future
infrastructure challenges. Bob Meredith, a transportation special-
ist for the Federal Highway Administration’s Office of Legislative
and Governmental Affairs, led a half-day session on the financing
of the federal highway program. YEDP participants also received
briefings on current legislative, environmental and regulatory is-
SUes.

YEDP fellows visited Capitol Hill and met with their congres-
sional delegations to talk about the need to address the financial
solvency of the Highway Trust Fund and the importance of com-
pleting action this year on the next highway and transit autho-
rization bill. The current funding law — SAFETEA-LU — expires
September 30.

WASHTENAW

COMPANY

www.washtenawengineering.com
e-mail: weco@wengco.com

CIVIL ENGINEERS - PLANNERS - SURVEYORS
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS - TRANSPORTATION ENGINEERS

3526 W. Liberty « P.O. Box 1128
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106
734-761-8800 * Fax 734-761-9530
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Additional MITA
Membership Directories
and Buyer’s Guides Avallable

If you are a MITA

member, by now the

main contact in your
organization has received a
copy of the 2009-2010
MITA Membership
Directory and Buyer’s
Guide. Additional copies
are available to you at no
cost. Call Nancy Brown
at 517-347-8336 to
order, or e-mail her at
nancybrown@mi-ita.com.
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Lette rS tO M ITA Continued from pg. 9

industry: material suppliers, equipment
dealers, union reps and contractors. WE
would fill several taxies as well as a couple of
large buses with people intent on providing
our thanks as well as our concerns about
funding for infrastructure and related
issues. Over the last few years | have noticed
asignificant drop in attendance and I'm not
certain people realize the importance of
these trips.

This is not meant for those who have
attended in the past and may skip a year or
two in between; but, rather, for those who
have never attended a Fly In and expect
others to handle issues that affect the
industry. We need more involvement from
everyone in this industry as we all have the
same interests at heart — we want to have
successful businesses that are financially
healthy. I've noticed a distinct reduction in
the amount of contractors attending the Fly
In.

| know these economic times are
difficult and every business person has
to monitor their spending and we are no
different. My way of thinking is that any
investment of $1,000 or so have the potential
to bring in millions of dollars of work, so
then it is well worth the expense. Most of
us contractors take larger monetary risks
than that every day and think nothing of
it, yet we won't spend a few extra dollars
to help ourselves. All members need to
consider getting involved with the political
process because in the near term its the only
source of funding in sight. If we present a
unified front as an industry we will have a
better chance of achieving our goals. There
is strength in numbers. There was a very
wise fellow named Benjamin Franklin who
stated: "If we do not hang together, we will
surely hang separately." | can't think of a
more appropriate quote for the times we are
in presently.

Mike, | wonder if we need to expand the
program and attend with more frequency,
especially since Washington is the only
place that has any money. We are in if you
need us.

Scott R. Bazinet
Lowe Construction Company

Dear Pat:
I am thanking you for your expeditious trek to our job at Delhi Waste Treatment Plant while the MIOSHA
inspector was there. Unfortunately, | will be discussing this further with you when the (albeit misguided)

citations arrive. | do appreciate, however, your presence, input and support. Robert I, Sofway

Merlyn Contractors, Inc.

DEWATERING & SPECIALIZED TRENCHING
Revolutionary pipe laying service
lays up to 5,000 ft. of rigid or flexible pipe per day.

* Makes your projects more profitable
» Reduces dewatering needs up to 90%
* Upto 24" D.LP.

» HDPE installation

« Nationwide service capability

= Full service dewatering

= Sock tile up to 20 deep

* Pump rental available

= Griffin pump sales, service and rental

: - -

TRENCH TECH, INC.
16580 144th Ave. Spring Lake, MI 49456 PH: 616.842.8655

www.trenchtechinc.com
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WHY ONLY SOLVING THE FEDERAL

MATCH PROBLEM IS A BAD IDEA

There are some policymakers who would prefer the state provide
only the additional $100 million necessary in the State Transportation
Fund (STF) to meet the federal match, but not provide any new money
to the transportation system. A vote to provide only the minimum
state match is a vote for bad roads and preservation of a collapsing
system.

Raising the Gas Tax to Meet
State Match Requirements

Despite common per-
ceptions, the state could not
simply raise the gas tax by

>

>

roads.

a price tag for repair which is estimated at over $3 hillion annu-
ally.

cutbacks on snow removal which is causing lack of weekend main-
tenance and plowing only one lane on multi-lane roads and elimi-
nation of highway mowing and trash pick up during key tourism
months.

If the state only provides the minimum amount of money in the

State Transportation Fund to meet its match obligations:

>

In 2011, the state will spend $1.155 hillion on the MDOT Road and

MDOT Highway and Maintenance Program

State Revenue Shortfall and Federal Aid Lost

roughly $100 million in order
to meet the match require-

$2,000

$1,800

35% decline

ments. Taking $100 million
and running it through the

in 5 years

: $1,600
PA 51 formula would provide
only $34 million to MDOT. To $1,400
increase this contribution to
$100 million, the state would o $1,200
need to raise approximately = $1,000
$300 million — the equivalent =
of a 6-cent gas tax increase $800

lus diesel parity.

g parity. $600
PRESERVING $400
A BROKEN $200
SYSTEM o

2006

2007

Michigan has been get-
ting our full federal match on
roads and bridges for years
and yet our transportation
network is crumbling. Doing things the way we've been doing them
has given us 69,099 miles (58 percent) of roads in Michigan that are
either unpaved or in poor condition, according to the 2008 Michigan
Asset Management Council Annual Report.

Preserving the current system
means preserving...

» arapidly-deteriorating system with over 28,700 miles of all paved
roads in poor condition.

» 40,395 miles of state and local roads that are unpaved.

» 24 counties that have pulverized crumbling pavement into gravel

BT vita m cross-section

2008

M Program w Routine Maintenance

$1,264 $1,242

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Federal Aid Lost M State Revenue Shortfall Fed Stimulus

Bridge program. This is $629 million (35 percent) less than what
was spent five years earlier.

The MDOT Road and Bridge Program will be a decrease of 25% of
the previous ten-year average of 1.54 billion.

The purchasing power declines caused by global steel, asphalt, die-
sel, cement and other construction materials prices means that
Michigan will not even be able to pave half the lane miles we did 5
years ago.
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Continued from pg. 29

6/5/2009
Message in a
Bottle: No Excuses!

Legislators received a stern warning when bottles
filled with the remains of Lake Montcalm Road, Montcalm
County were delivered to their state offices today. The bottles
contained millings collected when the road was pulverized
and turned back to gravel due to lack of funding —a cost-saving

move now occurring in 24 Michigan counties. “Delivering this

‘message in a bottle’ draws critical attention to the immediate

need for our roads to be fixed,” said Mike Nystrom, co-chair of the
Michigan Transportation Team (MTT). “No excuses, Fix MI Roads.
That's our message and it continues to be the message of Michigan’s
employers, taxpayers and drivers,” Nystrom said. Due to funding
shortfalls, counties throughout Michigan have been forced to return
once- smoothly paved roads back to gravel. “With proper funding,
Michigan roads can be maintained, and further pulverizations can be
avoided,” said Nystrom. Wednesday morning Michigan state legislators
received bottles filled with gravel from the pulverized Montcalm County
road with this warning message attached: “24 counties in Michigan
have been forced to pulverize and return roads to gravel due to lack of
funding. Don't let Michigan crumble on your watch!” A warning label
added: “WARNING! This bottle contains millings collected from the
pulverization of Lake Montcalm Road, Montcalm County when it was
turned back to gravel due to lack of funding. Don't let this happen in
your county!”

“There will never be a ‘right’ time to invest in our infrastructure;
we can't wait another day, and we can't wait for another county to
turn its roads back to gravel because there isn't enough funding to
maintain them,” Nystrom said. “This new investment in Michigan's
transportation infrastructure will create 46,000 jobs — which Michigan
desperately needs. There are no more excuses, the legislature must act
now!”

The Michigan Legislature is currently exploring a package of bills
that would increase road funding over the next five years in Michigan.
The plan is expected to yield an additional $1.8 billion in new

transportation revenue per year — increasing the amount local road
commissions would receive to maintain, repair and replace existing
roads.

MTT is a broad-based, bi-partisan partnership of business, labor,
local government, associations and citizens linked with the common
goal of improving Michigan's transportation infrastructure. The
DriveMI campaign is committed to promoting the development and
maintenance of a safe, convenient and efficient transportation network
that serves the public, private and economic development needs of
Michigan. Please visit www.drivemi.org for more

information on transportation funding.

6/5/2009 MDOT Cancels Road and Bridge
Project

The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) has been
forced to cancel more than 137 road and bridge projects, totaling $740
million, due to the state’s inability to match available federal dollars.

MDOTSs recently released five-year plan lists the statewide projects
that have been cancelled, including road preservation projects, bridge
preservation projects and new roads/capacity improvement projects.
MDOT Director Kirk Steudle presented the list of projects to the House
Transportation Committee on Tuesday.

“We are in a state of crisis when it comes to our transportation
funding, and it is being felt in every community across the state,” said
Mike Nystrom, vice president of government and public relations for the
Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association (MITA) and
co-chair of the Michigan Transportation Team (MTT). “These projects
are vital to Michigan’s economic future. When roads are maintained,
they attract new business. Economic and job growth will not happen
in Michigan when MDOT is forced to cancel critical infrastructure
projects.”

“This should be yet another wake-up call to our legislators that the
time is now to Fix Michigan Roads,” Nystrom said. “If we fail to address
this issue now, Michigan's road and bridge funding will plummet
dramatically in 2011, causing the state to return almost $600 million a
year to Washington because of our inability to match federal aid.”

The Michigan legislature is currently exploring a package of bills
that would increase road funding over the next five years in Michigan.
The plan is expected to yield an additional $1.8 billion in new
transportation revenue per year.

“We all need to tell our legislators: ‘No more excuses, Fix Michigan
Roads now,” Nystrom said.

June 24, 2009 Michigan Roads Pulverized In New
YouTube Video Lack of funding leads to destruction

of Montcalm County roads
A YouTube video released today documents the intentional
pulverization of paved roadways in Montcalm County. Faced with
dwindling funds for road maintenance, many Michigan counties are
being forced to replace paved roads with gravel. “The destruction of
these roads represents a tragic regression of our state’s infrastructure,”
said Mike Nystrom, vice president of government and public relations
for the Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association
(MITA) and co-chair of the Michigan Transportation Team (MTT),
which released the video. “It has never been clearer that Michigan isin
Continues on pg.50
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MORE CARE. BUILT IN.

You need new equipment, but rising fuel costs are burning a big
hole in your profits. The answer? Buy a Volvo. Volvo offers some of
the most fuel-efficient machines in the industry. The key? Innovative,
efficient Volvo engines designed with More care. Built in.

Visit Wolverine Tractor and Equipment Company now for more
details - and see for yourself how Volvo will help you reach greater
profits through lower operating costs.

WOLVEFRINE TRACTOR

T I I EE T LT

www.wolverinetractor.com

Canton, MI Casco, MI Detroit, Mi Grand Rapids, Ml Saginaw, MI
734-397-2120 586-716-2982 248-356-5200 616-878-7450 989-777-7181
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From left to right: MITA Associate Member Tim
Pedro, of TTL Associates, and Jim Pitzen, of
Anderzack-Pitzen Construction and Ten Mile Creek
Excavating, LLC. Tim and Jim were dubbed celebrity
waiters during a fundraising dinner for the Kidney
Foundation of Northwest Ohio. They both had to

do different chores for tips that went directly to the
Kidney Foundation. In this photo, Tim and Jim were
waiting tables and singing country western, “In this
case,” Jim said, “we sang “Save a Horse and Ride a
Cowboy.”

G2 Consulting Group
www.g2consultinggroup.com

G2 Consulting Group is a full-service engineering firm serving Fortune 500
companies, major utilities, property owners, government agencies and leading
architectural, engineering and construction firms across the United States. Based in
Troy, Mich,, G2 also has offices in Brighton, Mich.

G2 ADDS PILE DRIVING ANALYSIS TECHNOLOGY

G2 Consulting Group, a geotechnical, environmental and construction services
engineering firm based in Troy, Mich,, is offering pile driving analysis (PDA) services to
help construction and engineering companies meet a new Michigan requirement for
PDA on certain deep pile foundation construction projects.

PDA involves monitoring the pile driving process with sensitive equipment that
measures stresses that occur in the piles and the soils' reactions to the impact. G2
specially trained engineers then evaluate the data to determine the bearing capacity
of piles, and recommend a depth to which the piles should be driven for that specific
foundation.

When the Michigan Department of Transportation recently issued a special
provision that required PDA for some pile driving projects, G2 acquired the specialized
equipment to perform the analysis. G2 personnel also participated in comprehensive
training necessary to perform the analysis.

“The pile driving analysis technology compliments our existing geotechnical
capabilities for deep foundation consulting and design,” according to Noel Hargrave-
Thomas, PE., geotechnical group leader and founding principal. “We continue to
strive to be the fo-ta' resource for engineers and contractors in the underground and
infrastructure construction arenas”

G2 recently used PDA technology on the Bridgeview Road Bridge over the Clinton
River in Harrison Township, which Posen Construction is rebuilding. G2 provided PDA
and wave equation analysis to make sure the piles performed as intended, and remote

vibration monitoring to assure that work on the bridge wouldn't damage nearby
buildings. G2 also performed a pre-condition assessment of three nearby structures of
the Macomb County Road Commission project.

G2 Consulting Group is a full-service engineering firm serving Fortune 500
companies, major utilities, property owners, government agencies and leading
architectural, engineering and construction firms across the United States. Based in
Troy, Mich., G2 also has offices in Brighton, Mich.

G2 PROVIDES ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR NEW SHELBY MACOMB MEDICAL
MALL

An extensive foundation designed by G2 Consulting Group made it possible to
build the newly opened 160,000-square-foot Shelby Macomb Medical Mallon a highly
visible site with soft blue clay soils in Shelby Township, Mich.

The less-than-ideal soils required a deeper, sturdier foundation system than
normal for the building, which is three stories with a full basement. G2 designed a
foundation that used 325 auger-cast piles extending 20 feet below the basement, at
least 18 feet deeper than a typical foundation for this kind of structure, said Mark
Smolinski, G2 founding principal.

‘A standard foundation for a building like this would extend around one to two
feet below the foundation in more stable soils;” Smolinski said.

The 24-inch diameter piles were created by drilling holes down to the hardpan —
very dense soils above the bedrock —and pumping grout into each hole as the drilling
auger was pulled out. Spaced about six feet apart, these auger-cast piles are topped
with pile caps, which support the grade beams of concrete reinforced with steel bars.
The grade beams form a grid on which the basement was buiilt.

G2 also provided geotechnical and construction engineering services for the
building, located at the corner of 23 Mile and Schoenherr raods. Frank French
Associates, Inc., of Rochester is the architect and Frank Rewold and Son, Inc,, of
Rochester is the construction manager.

Continues on pg.40
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Rain for Rent
www.rainforrent.com

For sales and rental inquiries, contact Rain for Rent, available 24/7, nationwide at 800-742-7246, or visit
www.rainforrent.com.

Rain for Rents established line of self-priming pumps has expanded with the latest innovation in high efficiency
engineering — the DV300c-Electric.
With a remarkably high flow rate, up to 10,000 GPM, the 12” DV300c-E Power Prime Pump (insert trademark symbol),
sold and rented by Rain for Rent, handles 3” solids, has a variable frequency drive
B (VFD), and produces total dynamic head up to 190",
The low operational cost of the highly efficient DV300c-E offers the best
in high flow pumping and energy savings in the marketplace. The VFD and
inverted rated motor use the available 250-HP only as necessary to produce
heads and flows otherwise unavailable with standard electric pumps.
The DV300c-E is up to 84 percent efficient at BEP, providing even
more energy savings.

Combine the DV300c-E with Rain for Rent HDPE pipe
and tanks for a complete system to solve your liquid-handling
problems. Our installation and engineering teams are available
. 24/7 to provide the optimal solution for your pumping projects.

Michigan's Largest Selection of
Concrete Sawing and Coring Equipment

Ace - SALES
Currmic « SERVICE
QUIPMENT - PARTS

PR Yy e « RENTALS

Concrete & Masonry Cutting Equiprmeant

DIAMOND

If’_RDDLTEZT:‘:_I

WHATEVER IT TAKES'

25806 Novi Road Novi, Ml 48375
248-449-4944

VISIT S DMNLINE aT: Www.acecutting.com
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Testing Engineers &
Consultants, Inc. (TEC)

1343 Rochester Road
Troy, Mich. 48083

TEC WORKING ON MICHIGAN'S FIRST
STIMULUS-FUNDED ROAD PROJECT

TECisworking on Michigans first stimulus
funded project located in Ogemaw County near
West Branch. TEC has been retained by the
general contract to provide concrete batch plant
certification services for this project.

Governor Jennifer Granholm was on hand
for the April 24 groundbreaking and said that
this project is the result of the recovery act.

With offices in Detroit, Ann Arbor and
Troy, TEC, a Detroit-based and woman-owned
enterprise, provides professional environmental,
geotechnical, building and infrastructure
engineering  consulting, and construction
materials testing and inspection services.

Chandler Earns Accredited Professional
Designation

Scott M. Chandler, CIH, LEED AR
manager of industry hygiene services at TEC,
recently passed the exam administered by the
Green Certification Instituteand earned the
designation of LEED Accredited Professional.

Chandler, an American Board of Industrial
Hygiene Certified Industrial Hygienist since
1989, joined TEC more than 25 years ago and is
experienced in evaluating air quality complaints
related to construction and renovation
activities, as well as worker exposure to a wide
variety of workplace contaminants. He provides
professional consulting services to assist clients
in compliance with numerous federal and
state environmental regulations, including;
hazard communication, respiratory protection,
general industry and construction industry
occupational health standards, air emissions,
brownfield redevelopment, and ashestos and
lead-based paint.

He is a member in good standing of the
American Industrial Hygiene, the Michigan
Industrial Hygiene Society , and the American
Society of Heating, Refrigerating, and Air-
Conditioning Engineers.



Wade-Trim
www.wadetrim.com

Jason Macdonald, RLA, a landscape architect in
Wade Trim’s municipal services group in Taylor, earned
his professional registration. To become registered in
Michigan, landscape architects are required to pass the
Landscape Architecture Registration Exam, a rigorous,
five-section exam, and complete an approved program
of professional education including three years of
work experience under the supervision of a registered
landscape architect.

With more than 12 years of experience, Macdonald
provides community planning and environmental
design services to municipal and private sector
clients. His expertise includes streetscape design and
redevelopment, urban space planning, design studies
for residential and retail developments, and mixed-use
developments.

He received his bachelor of science degree in
landscape architecture from Michigan State University.
Macdonald is a member of the American Society of
Landscape Architects and the Congress for the New
Urbanism. He joined Wade Trim in 2007 and lives with
his wife and daughter in Ferndale, Mich.

Wade Trim has more than 350 professional and
support staff in 21 offices throughout Michigan and
seven additional states. They provide engineering, GIS,
surveying, planning, operations, landscape architecture,
and construction services for transportation, water
resources, land developmentand municipal government
projects.

APPOINTMENTS BRING NEW PERSPECTIVES TO
WADE TRIM BOARD

Two new corporate board members have been
appointed by Wade Trim as part of internal strategies to
develop a team of elite project managers and advance
the firmss technical leadership. Cathy Cassar, PE., and
Jordan McCormack, PE., were selected to serve in
these one-year appointments based on their abilities
to advance the firmb strategic planning goals. They will
bring new perspectives to board discussions and help
implement change.

Cassar was appointed to the Wade Trim board of
directors, to help advance the firm's technical leadership.
As a senior engineer in the firms transportation group
in Taylor, she has been involved in many projects using
cutting-edge technology and design software toadvance
roadway design and the coordination of intelligent data
throughout the project life cycle. She has presented
many projects at the Bentley Conference as well as the
Geopak and InRoads International Users Conferences.

McCormack, a senior project manager in Wade Trim's water resources group in Cleveland, Ohio, was appointed to
the board of directors. He was selected to serve in this annual appointment based on the firm's emphasis on developing
a team of elite project mangers. He has more than 27 years of experience managing and designing improvements,
expansions and rehabilitations for sanitary, combined and storm water collections systems.

Continues on pg. 42
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KOWATCH EARNS LEED CERTIFICATION

Justin L. Kowatch, PE., LEED-AP, recently satisfied
the US. Green Building Councils requirements to
become an Accredited Professional in the Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) program of
sustainable design and construction. LEED professional
accreditation demonstrates a commitment to the
understanding and implementation of green building
design and construction practices, as well as a familiarity

Al with the specific requirements, resources, and processes
Justin L. Kowatch, through which new projects can be certified.
PE., LEED-AP Kowatch is a Professional Engineer in the Land
Development Group in Wade Trims Gaylord office. He has more than 15 years
of experience in the design of mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems for
commercial, institutional, and municipal buildings. Wade Trim helps clients integrate
LEED-approved credits and other sustainable building practices into their building
projects. The high efficient plumbing and HVAC systems, designed by Wade Trim, at
the recently constructed BATA Bus Terminal in Traverse City helped earn LEED-Gold
certification for the project.

Kowatch earned a bachelor of science degree in Mechanical Engineering from
Michigan Technological University. He isamember of the National Society of Plumbing
Engineers; the American Society of Heating, Refrigeration, and Air Conditioning
Engineers; and a professional affiliate of the American Institute of Architects.

Continued from pg. 41
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Windemuller Electric, Inc.
www.windemuller.us

WINDEMULLER CREATES NEW WIND TURBINE ELECTRICAL SERVICE &
INSTALLATION DIVISION

Windemuller a Michigan based electrical contractor announced today the
formation of a new wind division. Windemullers new division will focus efforts on
consulting, design, installation, operation and maintenance of wind turbines.

“The creation of this new service division was made easy with the recent order of
additional turbines for the completion of Phase | at Stoney Corner’s wind farm”, said
Windemuller Vice President, Jim Rose. “This division will be built on our experience in
the wind industry that we have been building on since 2001

Heritage Sustainable Energy, the owner of Stoney Corners, has added seven
additional wind turbines from RePower Inc. The new turbines are expected to be in full
service by the end of the year.

According to Windemuller's lead wind technician, Chris McGuire, “When these
turbines are running at full speed, each will be able to power 500+ homes”.

ABOUT REPOWER SYSTEMS AG - Repower Systems AG is one of the leading
manufacturers of onshore and offshore wind turbines. The international engineering
company develops, produces and sells wind turbines with outputs ranging from 15 to
5 megawatts and rotor diameters of 70 to 126 meters for almost all locations. Listed on
the stock exchange since March 2002 and with around 830 employees worldwide, the
Hamburg-based company relies on its experience in the production and installation of




more than 1,500 wind turbines worldwide.

ABOUT HERITAGE SUSTAINABLE ENERGY-
Heritage Sustainable Energy is a leading Michigan-
based wind power company composed of long-time
Michigan residents. We are committed to working
closely with land owners to maximize the productivity
of their leases, minimize the intrusiveness, and realize
our ultimate goal of providing Michigan with clean,
renewable power for years to come.

The Heritage staff has extraordinary experience
in energy development. The Principal Owners and
Managers have been involved in energy and land
management for over 30 years. They have educational
backgrounds in engineering, geology, land use
planning and law.

As a company, we have formed long-standing
relationships with landowners, community leaders
and communities in general, allowing us to pursue
projects that have greatly benefited everyone involved.
Today, Heritage is committed to developing renewable
energy projects to the betterment of Michigan residents
and communities.

ABOUT WINDEMULLER - Windemuller was
established in 1954 as an electrical contractor.

Driver 820

While still offenng electrical services, we also provide
automation services, communications services, outdoor
utility services, and information technologies services.
Windemuller is headquartered in Wayland, Michigan
with satellite offices in Big Rapids, Montague, Petoskey
and Traverse City.

Windemuller provides service for industrial,
institutional, government, utilities, commercial and
municipal customers. \We offer the highest level of service
2417/365.

Windemuller employs over 200 employees, including
approximately 42 master electricians. Our current EMR
safety rating is 58.

At Windemuller, we strive to provide the best
possible service to all our customers. We expect honesty,
trust, commitment, and accountability from all our
employees. We want to continue our success by providing
quality service toall and still maintain an innovative edge
inallwe do.

For more information visit www.windemullerus.

Knowwhats belows
Gall'before you dig.

fnr more lnfurmatmn
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If you want, Trac Trenching can GPS your structures, cut to lower,
come back, GPS and cut to fit.

Or, Trac Trenching can do

everything including their pat-  This is a fail-proof adjustment process
ent-pending process, which is  ysing a trimmer that lays across the
a polycollar system with only  road to get the correct slope degree
one measurement required - to trim the mold. Therefore the cast-
that’s the casting h9lght mg is proper’y adjusted_

No material is put back into excavated area. Therefore, no compaction prob-
lems, no failure.

New release of FieldManager

E bO ny Contractor reflects user input

. Continued from pg.19
CO n S t r u Ct I O n of input from users. Usability modifications with sub payments have also
CO m pa ny, I n C been made. In addition, a few simple additions will help the user. For

instance, when you see a small calculator icon near a field, you can now

. click the icon to have calculations done for you. Web demonstrations will
A S p h a I t P av | n g be set-up for contractors to demonstrate all of these new features.

There are additional features we are hearing about from you that will

°1° likely be included in a future release of the software. For instance, we

M I | | I n g understand you would like the ability to import more than just the .EBS

file format so that you can use FieldManager Contractor for private jobs

M a te ri a I S u p p |y and jobs from a subcontractor perspective.
Info Tech is poised to continue to work with MITA contractors and
enhance FieldManager Contractor to meet your needs. In addition to

Certified in Indiana, Michigan & Ohio the summer release, another release for the 2010 construction season is

8(a), DBE, MBE, SDB, EDGE, NOMBC being planned. Contactors will again have an opportunity to prioritize
features for this release.

419-841-3455 [phone] MITA and Info Tech would like to thank the contractors who have

419-841-7845 (.« been so willing to contribute their time to helping us understand your

workflows and processes. In planning future releases, this continued
feedback is essential, and Info Tech is looking forward to continuing
to work with MITA and the contracting community. Info Tech invites
anyone to contact our development team to share their thoughts at cus-
tomer.support@infotechfl.com.

ebonyco.com (vcbsite]

3510 Centennial Road, Sylvania, Ohio 43560

An equal opportunity employer

B vita m Cross-section
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Submitted by Lester Lewis

Paradigm 2000 Inc., would like to take this opportunity to inform
MITA and its members of the latest technology that is available to them,
which we feel can assist them in security and responsibility. Paradigm
would like to introduce you to a series of safety devices. It's

unfortunate that our economy is in such a bad state, because it
causes employees to do unorthodox things that can be costly to us as
owners. \We can lose revenue through materials, work loss, time and
financial revenues. If you contact your CPA or accountant, they will
inform you that you are losing 20-30 percent, and, in some cases, even
more within those boundaries. With the technology that | am about
to introduce to you, you can close that loss to zero and retain that rev-
enue.

What would be the benefit to you if you could monitor all of your
equipment in the field and in the yard from anywhere in the world?
Would it be a benefit to you to be able to monitor locations of employ-
ees with company phones? Would it be a benefit to you to be able to
see the work site from anywhere in the world? Think about the benefit
of being able to monitor our office without anyone knowing that it is
being monitored. This is the technology that Paradigm 2000 Inc., is
speaking of. We have camera systems that will allow you to monitor

Hl}%ﬁg{!&tj uction Surve
Vibration Sunvey

visually and with sound, where you can monitor the activities of your
employees and the public that they represent. We have the technology
that will allow you that capability.

Let us give you a small example. If you had a supervisor that is
supposed to be on the jobsite, and no one can find him on the jobsite,
but he is carrying a company phone, our technology will allow you to
pinpoint the location of that supervisor within 10 feet to where he/she
is at any given time. Just as well as pinpointing the location of an em-
ployee, we have the same GPS tracking for any of your equipment. A lot
of our members have lost millions of dollars in equipment stolen from
the jobsite. Now, you will be able to track all of that equipment.

One of the unique things that we have is being able to view a jobsite
24/7. This will allow you to view the progress on the jobsite during
the day, and be able to monitor the jobsite at night, and, of course, be
alerted of any intrusion after the work site has been abandoned.

Most of us don't want to get stuck with monitoring fees. Paradigm
2000 Inc., has the ability to make you the monitor. In short, the alarm
can be set up to alert you, and five other people of any intrusion on
the jobsite. And, you will be able to view the jobsite from anywhere in
the world, as long as you have Internet access. This can be a benefit in

Continues on pg. 46
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Continued from pg. 45

many ways. One, revenue, a big savings in insurance premiums, and it can be a liability saver.
You can maintain the option to record, and we can set you up to where you can record up to
30 days, and be able to retrieve events without interfering with the recording process. You will
also be able to store events, without being able to interfere with the recording process.

One of our recent clients called us and explained to us that they were getting broken into
at least two times a week. In addition, they had installed a burglar alarm and dogs before they
decided to call us. After reviewing their situation, we came up with a covert system. First, we
informed the customer not to inform anyone of what we were going to do. We confirmed the
deal with the client on Wednesday and we came into his operation in the middle of Wednesday
night and installed a covert system that consisted of four cameras that were undetectable with
a 30-day recording system and call out alarm system. The client opted to have the silent alarm
system activated because they wanted to catch the perpetrator. Thursday, the next day, about
3 a.m., they received an alarm that came directly to their cell phones. After arrived to their
jobsite, they were able to apprehend the perpetrator. What is funny about this whole ordeal,
after reviewing the video, we found that the perpetrator was using a power jack to pry open
a steel roll down door, and he was feeding the dogs with hamburger meat. However, what is
really hilarious is that the perpetrator went to their lunchroom and retrieved food from their
refrigerator, heated it up in their microwave, sat down, and had a late night dinner. And, the
dogs were right their, too.

Now, for members only, Paradigm can provide you with these covert systems, at a discount
price for MITA members. Moreover, you can ask us about the other technology that you feel
can benefit your company. We recommend that you get with your insurance companies and
see how it can benefit with your premiums. We have no room for loss. But, we have all of

IABBA
DABBA DO

From topsoil to bedrock and every layer in between, the geotechnical,

—\

GEOTECHNICAL
ENVIRONMENTAL

CONSTRUCTION
ENGINEERING

environmental and construction engineering experts at G2 can’t wait to

unearth your site’s possibilities.

Troy, MI: 248.680.0400
Brighton, MI: 810.224.4330
Chicago, IL: 847.353.8740
www.g2consultinggroup.com

& CONSULTING GROUP,

UNEARTHING POSSIBILITIES

LLC
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the intentions to gain. The liability lies with us
along with the responsibility.

For those members who are not familiar
with Paradigm 2000 Inc., we also provide you
with services of pre-construction video, vibra-
tion video along with pipe-video inspection. We
are DBE pre-qualified with MDOT. We currently
hold state, county certifications and we are cer-
tified with the federal government. For MITA
and those of you that are having special events
that need services in video production, lighting
or sound, Paradigm 2000 Inc., can provide you
with those services, along with web develop-
ment and design.

We also would like to take the opportunity
to thank MITA for its support, and Paradigm
2000 Inc., would like to thank all of the prime
contractors that have given us the opportunity
to provide our services to them. And, we would
like to give a special thanks to C.A. Hull Co,, Inc.,
for allowing us to videotape one of their jobsites
for our global promotional video.

Paradigm 2000 Inc., is looking forward to as-
sisting you in securing your lost revenues.

Lester Lewis, CEO

672 Woodbridge, Suite 200
Detroit, Mich. 48226

313-259-2020 Office
313-259-2022 Fax
313-732-5509 Cell

E-mail: llewis@p2000i.com

Web: www.paradigm2000inc.com
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Ace CutTiNg EQuIPMENT & SuppLy, INC.
AcTioN TRAFFIC MAINTENANCE
Aiax PAvING INDUSTRIES, INC.

ANLAAN CORPORATION
Bacco ConsTtrucTioN CoMPANY
Buist ELECTRIC, INC.

C & D HucHes, INC.
CHAMPAGNE & MaARX EXCAVATING, INC.
CORDES EXCAVATING
CorTis BROTHERS
CorriGAN OIL
L. D’acosTINI & Sons, INC.
DaN's ExcavaTing, INC.

Davis CoNSTRUCTION, INC.

D1 Ponio & MoreLLI ConsTrucTiON Co.
DipoNio CONTRACTING, INC.
Diversco ConstrucTioN Co., INC.
Esony ConstrucTioN Co., INC.
FessLErR & Bowwman, INc.
GeNesee-Bay ConsTRucTORS, INC.
HarRDMAN CoNSTRUCTION, INC.
HorrmAN BRos., INC.
HusBgeLL, RotH & CLARK, INC.
ANGELO |AFRATE CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
Jay Dee CoNTRACTORS, INC.
KaLin ConsTrucTION CompPaNy, INC.
KaLtz Excavating Co., INC.
KATTERMAN TRUCKING, INC.
KNiGHT CoNsTRUCTION COMPANY
E. C. KornerreL Co.

E. T. Mackenzie CoMPANY
Marzak, INC.

M. B. J. EQuUIPMENT TRANSPORT, INC.
D. J. McqQuesTioN & Sons, INC.
MicHiGAN CAT
MiLBocker & Sons, INC.
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T. R. Pieprzak ComPANY, INC.

Pro-Tec EquiPMENT, INC.
RathcO Sarety SuppLy, INC.
Ravco UtiLity Services, INC.
Ric-Man CoNsTRUCTION, INC.

RietH-RiLey ConsTrucTioN Co., INC.
RoHDE BRros. ExcAvATING, INC.
SANDBORN CONSTRUCTION, INC.

ServICE CONSTRUCTION, LLc
SLAGTER CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
St. Recis CuLverT, INc.
WaLTeER ToeBe ConsTRUCTION COMPANY
Timmer ConsTrucTION ComPANY, INC.
VALENTI TROBEC CHANDLER, INC.

V.I.L. CoNsTRUCTION, INC.

YALMER MATTILA CONTRACTING, INC.

Zito ConsTrucTioN Co.

MITA would like to express our appreciation to
those members who contributed after the
printing of this publication.
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Vice President of Engineering Services Comment contined from pg. 48

project development process. Barriers associated with permitting,
utilities, right-of-way, design exceptions, letting schedules, and FHWA,
State Transportation Commission, and Ad Board approvals are a short
list of the issues the Barrier Busters tackled.

As much as MDOT was preparing itself to meet the “120 day obli-
gation” requirement, there was one hurdle over which Director Steudle
and his Barrier Busters had no control. Before a penny of the ARRA
funds could be spent by the State, that authority had be approved by the
Michigan legislature with the passage of a supplemental appropriations
bill. After some debate and much scrutiny of the proposed projects list,
the legislature passed a bill that was signed by Governor Granholm on
March 31, 2009. MDOT could now spend the ARRA funds.....

On June 4th, MDOT announced that they had obligated $296.5 mil-
lion of ARRA funded projects meeting the June 29th, “120 day obliga-
tion” deadline by a full three weeks. In meeting this deadline Michigan
was eligible to receive ARRA funds redistributed from other states.
Unfortunately, all state DOTs met the deadline so there was no redis-
tribution of funds. MDOT’s push to get their ARRA funded projects
obligated hasn't slowed since meeting the deadline in early June as it
is their goal to have all of their ARRA funded projects obligated within
the calendar year.

A “tip of our hat” to MDOT's leadership and staff for their execu-
tion of a well-developed and aggressive plan that will maximize the
benefits ARRA brings to Michigan’s road and bridge industry. Because

TESTING ENGINEERS
& CONSULTANTS, INc.
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¢ Geotechnical Services

* QA/QC Testing/Inspection
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¢ Environmental Studies
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email: tec@tectest.com
www.testingengineers.com

Offices in: Ann Arbor, Detroit & Troy
A Certified WBE/DBB

EXCELLENCE
SINCE 1966
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of their diligent efforts to deliver ARRA funded projects to construc-
tion, thousands of construction and construction-related jobs will be
sustained for our MITA member companies.

Author’s Note: Equally worthy of notice and appreciation are the
efforts of the MDEQ, counties, cities, villages, and transit agencies as
they too deliver their ARRA funded water, sewer, road, bridge, and tran-
sit projects to construction sustaining thousands of construction and
construction-related jobs for MITA member companies.

To contact Glenn Bukoski, P.E., e-mail him at
glennbukoski@mi-ita.com or call 517-347-8336.

Vice President of Government
& Public Relations Comment

Continued from pg. 48

was being put towards the funding of our roads and bridges. We
are working hard to help the general public, the Legislature and
the media to understand this fact. It should be recognized that if
only ten cents of this increase were to be put into our transporta-
tion network it would have a significant impact.

Of the over 400 legislative meetings that we have had dur-
ing the course of this initiative, the recognition of need has been
unanimous by our elected officials. The challenge, however, has
been that everyone wants good roads, but no one is willing to
step up to pay for them. Recently, we are seeing that there are
a handful of elected officials, both Democrats and Republicans,
who have been willing to come together and discuss this issue
and try to find a solution. There is recognition that when our
roads are maintained we are more likely to attract new busi-
nesses. Economic and job growth will not happen in Michigan
when our road agencies cancel critical infrastructure projects
and return our roads back to gravel. Businesses will not invest
in Michigan, if we are not investing in ourselves and we continue
to leave potholes unfilled and bridges closed because we lack the
necessary funds - funds that are necessary to maintain them.

MITA staff will continue to work this issue relentlessly and
look for opportunities to highlight the need to invest in Michi-
gan’s transportation network.

Our state elected officials need to unite and work towards a
bi-partisan solution of fixing our crumbling transportation sys-
tem. We can no longer stand by while our roads continue to fail.
The time is now — no more excuses!

If you have questions or comments regarding this issue,
please contact Mike Nystrom, vice president of government and
public relations at the MITA office 517-347-8336.

To contact Mike Nystrom, email him
at mikenystrom@mi-ita.com
or call 517-347-8336.



Established in 1902, ARTBA represents the U.S. transportation design and
construction industry before Congress, the White House, federal agencies,
news media and general public.
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www.artba.org

Highway Trust Fund Crisis: Drastic Job Cuts and Continued
Transportation Infrastructure Deterioration Likely

Increase federal Highway Trust Fund (HTF) revenue through user
fees and excises, drastically cut federal highway and public transporta-
tion funding to the states, or significantly increase the federal deficit by
borrowing the needed funds. These are the only options for Congress to
address the future solvency of the HTF and complete action on a six-year
surface transportation bill, according to the American Road & Transpor-
tation Builders Association’s (ARTBA) top economist.

ARTBA Vice President of Economics and Research Bill Buechner,
Ph.D., says there are two serious problems with the HTF that must be im-
mediately addressed. Buechner made his comments to a House Ways &
Means Subcommittee on Special Revenue Measures & Oversight hearing
aimed at addressing U.S. surface transportation needs.

“The first is dealing with the short term solvency of the trust funds
to protect jobs,” Buechner said. “The second is raising the significant ad-
ditional revenue necessary to fund the federal share of the future capital
improvements and activities necessary to upgrade the dismal physical
conditions and performance of our highway and transit system.

“Today, through neglect, we have a system that is an increasing drag
on the U.S. economy in terms of lost productivity and increased health
care and energy costs”

Buechner, a Harvard-trained economist who spent two decades with
the Congressional Joint Economic Committee be-
fore joining ARTBA in 1996, told the subcommit-
tee a $5-$7 hillion revenue cash infusion will be
necessary by August to prevent the HTF Highway
Account from failing to meet its obligations during
this fiscal year.

Maintaining the current $41 billion highway
program funding level in FY 2010 will require an
additional $10 billion trust fund revenue enhance-
ment. “Failure to provide it will mean every state
will lose more than a third of its annual highway
fund apportionment—a situation that would
jeopardize about 400,000 jobs across the nation,”
Buechner testified. “We urge Congress to address
the current fiscal year problem immediately, and to
address the FY 2010 and beyond problem by pass-
ing a robust, six-year authorization bill this year”

Beyond the immediate HTF challenge, is the
immense gap between projected future HTF rev-
enue and looming highway and mass transit in-
vestment needs that we should begin tackling in
the next surface transportation authorization bill,
ARTBA says.

Jay Dee Contractors, Inc.
38881 Schoolcraft Road
Livonia, Ml 48150
734-591-3400

Fax 734-464-6868

The U.S. Department of Transportation (U.S. DOT) reports to Con-
gress every-other year on the condition and performance of the nation’s
surface transportation system. This “needs report” provides a widely ac-
cepted baseline of infrastructure cost estimates.

When you combine the U.S. DOT report estimates with real world
information on highway construction costs and also assume the federal
share of highway investment will be consistent with that of the past sev-
eral decades, Buechner said, it becomes clear the federal highway program
needs to be funded at a minimum of $62 to $69 billion per year in the next
authorization just to maintain current conditions and performance.

He pointed to a Congressional Budget Office (CBO) finding that an-
ticipates annual Highway Account revenues over the next authorization
period to be between $32 and $35 billion. This means Congress will have
to address a more than $31 billion annual revenue gap just to maintain
current road and bridge conditions, he said. Absent additional revenues to
the trust fund, CBO calculates that it could only support an average annual
highway program investment over the next authorization of $31 hillion.
That compares to $40.7 billion during the current fiscal year.

A similar analysis based on the U.S. DOT report indicates a public
transportation program need of $12 to $13 billion annually just to main-

Continues on pg.51
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Director of Technical Services
Comment Continued from pg. 26

projects for which they bid. Another enhancement will be the addition of
a “professional services” advertisement group.

With the recent growth and influx of users to the MITA Ads website,
the MITA MBE/WBE/DBE Solicitations website has been upgraded and
incorporated as a link on the MITA Ads home page. The MBE/WBE/
DBE Solicitation site allows contractors to solicit DBE participation for
upcoming MDOT and non-MDOT projects. MDOT has acknowledged
the MITA website as an approved advertisement location that would serve
as a part of a contractors good faith effort to solicit DBE participation.
An additional feature we are planning for the MITA Ads website is an
automatic email notification to DBE contractors/suppliers when a prime
contractor posts a solicitation.

I'm happy to say that the MITA Ads website is making great headway
to becoming the advertisement portal of choice for non-MDOT projects
throughout the state of Michigan. If you have not already done so, logon
to www.mitaads.com and sign up for an account.

To contact Doug Needham, e-mail him
at douglasneedham@mi-ita.com
or call 517-347-8336.
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Director of Legislative Affairs
Comment Continued from pg. 25

network of almost 300 followers including statewide media and
tweets from the site have generated a number of news stories.

Toll Free Number
The Michigan Transportation Team (MTT) has set up a new
toll-free number allowing state drivers to encourage lawmakers to
fix Michigan's crumbling transportation system.
Modeled after the ARTBA legislative hotline in Washington,
By dialing 888-719-3087, callers will only have to enter their
five-digit zip code to be connected with their legislator at no cost
to them.
To contact Keith Ledbetter, e-mail
him at keithledbetter@mi-ita.com

or call 517-347-8336.

Continued from pg. 29

desperate need of increased transportation funding. We need our
legislators to take action immediately.”

The YouTube video shows a section of Lake Montcalm Road,
Montcalm County as it was pulverized on May 18, 2009. Since
2007, 25 Counties in Michigan have been forced to let their roads
meet the same fate as the road in the YouTube video.

The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) recently
released a study on a new package of transportation reform
bills introduced in the Michigan Legislature. According to the
projections, the 10 counties with the highest number of federal aid
miles could nearly double their pavement preservation programs
and begin critical, overdue infrastructure repairs. In addition to
fixing our roads, this legislation would also help combat Michigan's
unemployment crisis by sustaining more than 35,000 jobs.

“Not only is our infrastructure crumbling, now we are being
forced to destroy it ourselves,” Nystrom said. “We've got a serious
problem on our hands. The transportation reform bills that have
been introduced represent a real solution.”

The Michigan Transportation Team is a broad-based, bi-
partisan partnership of business, labor, local government,
associations and citizens linked with the common goal of
improving Michigans transportation infrastructure. The MTT
is committed to promoting the development and maintenance
of a safe, convenient and efficient transportation network that
serves the public, private and economic development needs of
Michigan. Please visit www.drivemi.org for more information on
transportation funding.

Links: MTT YouTube Video: http://wwwyoutube.com/
watch?v=b8Z-_hKYEKY

5/27/2009 Aging State Bridges Not
Scheduled for Repair
(One of 14 press releases. To see other releases and the MDOT
Bridge report, visit the news section of www.mi-ita.com.)
The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) has
been forced to cancel more than 137 road and bridge projects,
Continues on pg.52



Partner NEWS

ACEC of Michigan elects new

President and Board of Directors

The American Council of Engineering Companies of Michi-
gan (ACEC/M) has announced the election of Paul Wade, PE., as
its president for 2009-2010.

Paul was installed as president during ACEC Michigan's
Annual Conference, which was held recently at the Kellogg Hotel
& Conference Center in East Lansing. Roger Johr, past president,
presented the President’s Pin to Wade and also announced the
new Board of Directors during a special ceremony at the confer-
ence.

Wade serves as chairman of the board of directors for Spalding
DeDecker Associates, Inc., (SDA), a civil engineering, surveying
and landscape architecture firm in Rochester Hills. As chairman,
he plans and manages the firm's business development policies
and objectives. He is a licensed professional engineer with 36
years of experience in design, project management, inspection,
and construction supervision of civil engineering projects.

Wade earned his bachelor of science degree in civil engineer-
ing in 1973 from Michigan Technological University. He began at
Spalding DeDecker in 1985 as a project manager and advanced
to vice president, and, subsequently, senior vice president before
becoming chairman in March 2006.

ARTBA NEWS Continued from pg. 49

tain transit conditions and performance, and a $16 to $18 billion in-
vestment to improve them. According to CBO, revenues into the trust
fund’s Mass Transit Account are anticipated to average only $5 billion
per year.

Buechner cited the reports from the congressionally-chartered Na-
tional Surface Transportation Infrastructure Financing Commission,
and the National Surface Transportation Policy & Revenue Study Com-
mission, which reached a similar conclusion: the most efficient way to
increase transportation improvement revenue is to raise the federal gas
and diesel tax rates and then index them annually to inflation to finance
the next authorization bill.

All other revenue options such as tolling, public-private partner-
ships, and congestion pricing should also be on the table, Buechner tes-
tified. A plan to transition to a vehicle-miles-traveled user fee system for
the long term should also be included in the final legislation.

He urged the subcommittee to look at new revenue enhancements
to support the development of a federally-led, accelerated program to
ensure the nation has the infrastructure necessary to facilitate the safe
and efficient movement of goods as proposed in the ARTBAS “Critical
Commerce Corridors” initiative.

The association engaged PricewaterhouseCoopers to develop the
structure, administration and revenue estimates for this new freight-
related excise and provided it to the subcommittee. To finance this im-
portant new initiative outside the gas tax, ARTBA proposes establish-
ment of a new federal freight-related fee—a “Highway Transportation
Services Tax,” similar to the federal aviation services tax that has been in
operation since the early 1970s.

and board members:

2009-10 ACEC/M OFFICERS

Andrew McCune, P.E., Wade Trim, Taylor, president-elect

Keith Swaffar, P.E., NTH Consultants, LTD, Detroit, treasurer

Tom Long, P.E., Rowe Professional Services Co., Flint, national director

2009-10 ACEC/M BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Wally Alix, P.E. , Hubbell, Roth & Clark, Pontiac

Kirk Branson, P.E., Parsons Brinckerhoff MI, Lansing

Michael Cooper, P.E., Harley Ellis Devereaux, Southfield

Larry Fleis, P.E., Fleis & Vandenbrink Engineering, Inc., Grand Rapids
John Friel, P.E., HNTB Michigan, Inc., Detroit

John Hiltz, P.E., Orchard, Hiltz & McCliment, Inc., Livonia

Mark Kramer, P.E., Soil and Materials Engineers, Inc., Plymouth
Ruben Ramos, P.E., Testing Engineers & Consultants, Detroit
James Susan, P.E., Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber, Grand Rapids
Amy Trahey, P.E., Great Lakes Engineering Group, Lansing
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Continued from pg. 50

totaling $740 million, due to the state’s inability to match available federal
dollars.

MDOTs recently released five-year plan lists the statewide projects
that have been cancelled, including road preservation projects, bridge
preservation projects and new roads/capacity improvement projects.
MDOT Director Kirk Steudle presented the list of projects to the House
Transportation Committee on Tuesday.

“We are in a state of crisis when it comes to our transportation
funding, and it is being felt in every community across the state,” said
Mike Nystrom, vice president of government and public relations for the
Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association (MITA) and
co-chair of the Michigan Transportation Team (MTT). “These projects
are vital to Michigan’s economic future. When roads are maintained,
they attract new business. Economic and job growth will not happen in
Michigan when MDOT is forced to cancel critical infrastructure projects.”

“This should be yet another wake-up call to our legislators that the
time is now to Fix Michigan Roads,” Nystrom said. “If we fail to address
this issue now, Michigans road and bridge funding will plummet
dramatically in 2011, causing the state to return almost $600 million a year
to Washington because of our inability to match federal aid”

The Michigan Legislature is currently exploring a package of bills
that would increase road funding over the next five years in Michigan. The
plan is expected to yield an additional $1.8 billion in new transportation
revenue per year.

“We all need to tell our legislators: ‘No more excuses, Fix Michigan

Roads now;” Nystrom said.

5/14/2009 No More Excuses: Group calls on
policymakers to fix roads NOW!

On the heels of a report issued last week showing more than one-third
of Michigan roads are now in poor condition, a bipartisan group called for
immediate action to fix the state’s transportation network.
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A group comprised of labor and business leaders, members of the
Transportation Funding Task Force (TF2) and state transportation leaders
announced today the introduction of a series of bills to increase funding
for Michigan's crumbling roads and bridges.

“No excuses, just fix Michigans roads, that’s our message, and
that’s been the message of the taxpayers and drivers of Michigan,” said
Mike Nystrom, vice president of government and public relations for the
Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association (MITA). “Today's
announcement now places the spotlight squarely on the Legislature to
help make our bridges and roads safe.”

The package of bills, announced at a news conference today at the
state Capitol in Lansing, would phase-in increased transportation funding
over the next five years, and include a conversion to taxing the wholesale
price of gasoline, increase in vehicle registration fees, reform vehicle fee
‘banding’ and increase truck registration fees. If maximum funding levels
were reached after the end of the 5-year phase-in period, the funding plan
would provide about $1.8 billion in new transportation revenue per year.

“This is an opportunity to invest in our state now and improve
the quality of life in Michigan,” said State Representative Pam Byrnes
(D-Chelsea), who is the chair of the House Transportation Committee.
“We must restore our infrastructure in order to create an environment
that attracts job providers back to Michigan. The Legislature must pass
these bills now”

“This is about jobs and creating a competitive business climate,” said
Michigan State Chamber of Commerce President and CEO Rich Studley.
“No more excuses, it's time we did the right thing for our job providers,
small and large, who are working incredibly hard to keep and create jobs.
There are no more excuses, Michigan's business community needs good
transportation”

“Jobs, jobs, jobs” said Dennis Gillow, Director of Infrastructure,
International Union of Operating Engineers, Local 324 and co-chair of
TF2. “As opposed to doing nothing, this new investment in Michigan’s
transportation infrastructure will create 46,000 jobs. With unemployment
lingering around 13 percent in Michigan, there are no more excuses.”

The package of bills reflects the measures recommended by the TF2
to achieve a ‘good” level of funding. Improving road quality will save
lives, money, time and energy. If passed, these bills would cost motorists
an additional $13 per month. These bills would also mean: Saving more
that 4.5 million hours of commuter time, which also means reducing
harmful car emissions and cutting gas consumption by three million
gallons; saving over 1,400 lives and preventing over 10,000 injuries; saving
Michigan consumers $250 per year in improved safety; $300 per year in
vehicle maintenance costs; and $450 per year in personal income for an
estimated savings total of $1000.

“Michigan can no longer wait for action, the poor quality of our roads
and bridges has already passed the crisis stage,” Nystrom added. “There
can be no more excuses. Legislators need to pass these bills, and fix
Michigan's roads now.”

“This is neither a Republican nor Democrat issue,” added Dan
Gilmartin, chief executive officer and executive director for the Michigan
Municipal League. “This is a Michigan issue, an issue of doing what's
right for Michigan drivers, businesses and taxpayers. Providing safe
transportation is a core service of government, and one that our state can
no longer afford to ignore. No excuses. It's time for our elected officials to
step up; there are no more excuses”



state’s roads and bridges.

“When is a good time to raise taxes
or increase fees? You aren't going to find
a good time. This is looking at you in the
face,” said Mike Nystrom, vice president
of government and public relations for
MITA.

Even with the state receiving $873
million for transportation projects through
the federal stimulus package, Mr. Nystrom
said that is a “drop in the bucket” in terms
of the state’s overall needs that are closer
to $3 hillion.

And he said congressional lawmakers
are not likely to act on equalizing the
amount of money coming to Michigan that
it sends out until the state puts its own
house in order.

Mr. Nystrom said he understands
there are some measures that can be
done that lawmakers support, such as
reviewing interdepartmental grants and
going through with some cuts to give
transportation more money, but he said
that would not be enough to cure the
problem.

Ed Noyola, deputy director of the
County Road Association of Michigan,
said there are options to deal with
transportation funding, including raising
the $8 transfer fee on vehicles based on
when they buy a new car and whether they
upgrade to a nicer vehicle. But he said steps
like those would raise $15 million to $18
million.

The bottom line: the state needs to
generate more revenue from the fuel tax
and registration fees, he said.

“There's a multitude of areas we could
generate revenues from. We're not just
trying to beat up on the gas tax,” he said.

But Rep. Doug Bennett (D-Muskegon)
questioned why the state would make
a move to increase fuel taxes if the next
generation of cars will be electric and not
gas-powered.

David Worthams, legislative associate
for the Michigan Municipal League, said
the group does believe the wholesale fuel tax
and other measures will buy officials some
time to prepare a tax and fee system for the
next generation of automobiles. And Keith
Ledbetter, director of legislative affairs for
MITA, estimated the proposal could be a
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10- to 20-year solution until another user fee
system is created.

Rep. Lee Gonzales (D-Flint), chair of the
subcommittee, said there will be continuing
dialogue on the transportation funding
proposal, but the key is to get to “syzygy”

While jokingly commenting that he’s
“been saying rosaries quite often” Mr.

Worthams said his organization and others
are continuing to work on building support
for the proposal.

But he also said it’s clear the package
would either need to be passed by the end
of June or else it won't happen until after the
2010 election is over and lawmakers are in the
lame-duck session.
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Michigan Damage Prevention Committee Comparison

PROPOSED REVISED ACT 53
(VERBATIM LANGUAGE)

COMPARABLE PROVISION
OF 1974 PA 53 (ACT 53),
MICHIGAN BEST PRACTICES
(*MBP”), OTHER COMMENTS

SECTION 1.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the “underground facility damage prevention and safety
act.”

Act 53 is entitled “Protection of Under-
ground Facilities Act."MCL460.701et.seq.

SECTION 2.
The purpose of this act is to do all of the following:

(a) Protect the public safety by reducing the risk of both harm to persons and property and interrup-
tion of utility service resulting from damage to underground facilities caused by blasting and ex-
cavation operations.

(b) Provide for the continuation and funding of a non-profit corporation established by owners and
operators of underground facilities to administer a one ~call notification system.

(c) Establish uniform practices for the one--call notification system, facility owners and facility opera-
tors and persons involved with blasting and excavation operations and to provide for enforcement
of this act.

Act 53 contains a “recital” of purpose—to
protect public safety by providing for notice
to public utilities of construction activity or
building demolition, notice to affected par-
ties of damage and to prescribe penalties

SECTION 3.
As used in this act:

(@) “Additional assistance” means a response by a facility owner or facility operator to a request
made by an excavator during normal working hours on a business day, for help in locating a facil-
ity in certain circumstances specified in this act.

(b) “Approximate location” means a strip of land at least 36 inches wide, but not wider than the width
of the facility plus 18inches on either side of the facility.

(c) “Blasting” means any operations by which the level or grade of land is changed by or by which
earth, rock, building, structures or other masses or materials are rendered, torn, demolished,
moved or removed by the detonation of dynamite or any other explosive agent.

(d) “Business day” means Monday through Friday, excluding holidays observed by the call system
and posted on the call system website.

(e) “Business hours” means the hours of a day from 7:00am t05:00pm Eastern time on business
days.

(f) “Call system” means MISSDIGSystem, Inc., a Michigan non--profit corporation formed and oper-
ated by facility owners and facility operators to administer a one- call notification system, or any
successor to this corporation.

(g) “Caution zone” means the area within sixty inches of either side of the approximate location
marks provided by a facility owner or facility operator.

(h) “Commission” means the Michigan Public Service Commission created bysectionlof 1939PA3;
MCL460.1.

() “Damage” means any impact or exposure that results in the need to repair or replace an under-
ground facility due to a weakening or partial or complete destruction of the facility, including but
not limited to the protective coating, lateral support, cathodic protection or the housing of the fa-
cility.

() ‘“Design ticket” means a communication to the call system in which a request for in formation re-
garding underground facilities for predesign, design or advance planning purposes, but not mark-
ing for excavation or blasting, is made under the procedures described in Section 7 of this act.

(k) “Dig notice” means a communication to the call system by an excavator providing notice of in-
tended excavation or blasting activity as required by this act.

Not defined in Act 53.The only separate
defined terms in Act 53 are “associa-
tion,” “person,” “public agency” and
“public utility.” MCL 460.701.

Act 53 defines “association”, as “the
MISSDIG utilities communications
programs.”"MCL460.701(a).

There was no such concept in Act53,
although some erroneously viewed the
“approximate location” as a caution zone.

No such concept in Act 53.

Not defined in Act 53, but the phrase “notice
of intent” was used for this communication.
MCL460.705.

Continues on pg. 56
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PROPOSED REVISED ACT 53
(VERBATIM LANGUAGE)

COMPARABLE PROVISION
OF 1974 PA 53 (ACT 53),
MICHIGAN BEST PRACTICES
(“MBP”), OTHER COMMENTS

(I) “Emergency” means a sudden or unforeseen occurrence, or government--declared emergency, in-
volving a clear and imminent danger to life, health, environment or property, or the interruption of
essential utility services or blockage of public transportation that requires immediate excavation or
blasting.

(m) “Emergency notice” means a communication to the call system to alert the facility owners or facility
operators of the urgent need for marking the location of a facility due to an emergency.

(n) “Excavation” means any operation in which earth, rock or other material below existing surface
grade is moved, removed or otherwised is placed by means of powertools or equipment and in-
cludes without limitation grading, trenching, digging, drilling, boring, augering, tunneling, scraping,
cable or pipe plowing, and pile driving and any operation by which a structure or mass of materials
is wrecked, razed, rended, moved or removed. Excavation does not include:

(1
(2
(3
(

the commercial extraction of oil, gas and minerals;
opening a grave in a cemetery;

)
)
) surface maintenance of roads, sidewalks and railroads;
4)

normal commercial agricultural activities including plowing, harvesting, cultivating, planting and
similar operations directly related with growing crops, provided the activity does not disturb the soil
at or below the depth of 18 inches unless a right of way easement or agreement has more stringent
requirements; installing drain tile is not considered a normal agricultural activity.

(0) “Excavator” means any person performing excavation or blasting operations.

(p) “Facility” or “underground facility” means an underground or submerged conductor, pipe or structure
used in providing utility service, including but not limited to a conduit, duct, line, pipe, wire or other
device and its appurtenances used to produce, store, transmitor distribute communications, data,
electricity, heat, natural or manufactured gas, oil, petroleum products, steam, sewage, water and
other similar substances.

(q) “Facility Operator” means the person who controls operation of a facility.

(1) “Facility Owner” means the person who owns a facility.

(s) “Governmental body” means the state and its political subdivisions, including counties, townships,
cities, villages or any other governmental entity.

() “Mark,” “marks” or “marking” mean the temporary identification on the surface grade of the approxi-
mate location of a facility in response to a ticket by methods described in Section 11(2) of this act.

(u) “Person” means an individual, firm, joint venture, partnership, corporation, association, govern-
mental body, department or agency, utility cooperative, or joint stock association, and includes any
trustee, receiver, assignee or personal representative thereof.

(v) “Positive response” means the procedure administered by the call system to allow excavators and
other affected persons to determine whether all facility owners or facility operators contacted under
a ticket have responded in accordance with this act.

No separate definition, but Act 53, Section

9 applies to certain emergencies “involving
danger to life, health or property” or involv-
ing “an immediate and substantial danger of
death or serious injury."MCL460.709.

Not separately defined, but Act 53 refers
to“excavation, discharging of explosives,
tunneling or demolition.” And also “drill-
ing or boring procedures” and “demolition
of a building containing a utility facility.”
MCL460.705.

Act 53 imposed the notice requirement on
“a person or public agency” engaged in cov-
ered activities. MCL460.703.

Not separately defined, but Act 53 uses the
phrases “underground facilities” and “public
utility facility” and “utility facility” throughout
the act.

Act 53, Section 1 (d) defines “public utility”
to include FERC--regulated natural gas
companies and MPSC-regulated electric,
steam, gas, telephone, power, water or
pipeline companies; it also includes cable
television and municipal utilities (including
sewers, storm sewers and drains) but not
those of the state transportation department.
MCL460.701(d).

Act53 defines “public agency” to in-
clude all of these government entities.
MCL460.701(c).
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PROPOSED REVISED ACT 53
(VERBATIM LANGUAGE)

(w) “Safe zone" means an area sixty inches or more from either side of the approximate location
marks provided by a facility owner or facility operator, also described as the area outside the cau-
tion zone.

(x) “Soft excavation” means methods and techniques designed to prevent contact damage to
underground facilities, including but not limited to hand- digging, cautious digging with non-
-mechanical tools, vacuum excavation methods or use of pneumatic hand tools.

(y) “Startdate” means the date that a proposed excavation or blasting is expected to begin as indi-
cated on the ticket.

(z) “Surface maintenance” means the repairing or patching of road potholes and cracks, reshaping
a road surface or maintaining existing channels to assure proper drainage, graveling and repo-
sitioning loose stone, railroad rail and tie replacement and reshaping and repair of the railroad
grade. Surface maintenance does not include any work below the depth of the existing road sur-
face material or 12 inches, whichever is less.

(aa) “Survey ticket” means a communication to the call system in which request to mark underground
facilities for purposes other than blasting or excavation is made, under the procedures described
in Section 7 of this act.

(bb) “Ticket” means the communication from the call system to a facility owner or facility operator re-
questing the marking of underground facilities, based on information provided by an excavator in
the dig notice.

(cc) “White lining” means the voluntary marking by an excavator, not required by this act, of the area
of a proposed excavation or blasting, with white paint and/or flags prior to giving notice to the
call system.

COMPARABLE PROVISION
OF 1974 PA 53 (ACT 53),
MICHIGAN BEST PRACTICES
(“MBP”), OTHER COMMENTS

No such concept in Act 53, which merely de-
fines “approximate location” for marking but
says nothing about activity in a safe zone.

Not defined in Act 53,which uses the phrase
“hand digging” in connection with exposing fa-
cilities. MCL460.711.

SECTION 4.

(1) MISS DIG System, Inc., a Michigan nonprofit corporation, shall function as the call system on
and after the effective date of this act. The call system functions and duties shall not include the
physical marking of facilities, which is the responsibility of the facility owner or facility operator
upon notification under this act.

(2) The call system shall be governed by its board of directors and in accordance with its current ar-
ticles of incorporation and by laws as the effective date of this act, with any future changes made
in accordance with the articles, bylaws and board procedures. The call system shall make rea-
sonable ongoing efforts to obtain input regarding its policies from all interested persons, including
facility owners and facility operators, excavators, marking service providers and governmental
bodies.

(3) Funding for the call system operations shall be established by the call system through fees based
on reasonable assessment of operating costs among facility owners and facility operators.

(4) Facility owners and facility operators shall participate in the call system and pay the fees levied by
the call system pursuant to this section. This obligation and the requirements of this act for facil-
ity owners and facility operators, do not apply to persons owning or operating facilities located
on real property the person owns or occupies and that are operated solely for the benefit of that

Act 53, Section 7 requires public utilities with

underground facilities to form and operate an

association to receive notification of proposed
activity. MCL460.707(1).

Act 53 implies this obligation for all in Section
7(1), which requires municipal utilities to partic-
ipate and pay their share of costs and services.
MCL460.707.

person. The exemption in Act 53is for those using non-
-powered hand tools in performing covered
activity. MCL460.702.
SECTION 5.

At a minimum the dig notice shall contain the name, address and telephone number of the excava-
tor; a description of the proposed area of blasting or excavation including street address and property
description as available; the specific type of work to be performed; the start date and time of activity
and whether the proposed excavation or blasting will be completed within 21 days after beginning.
For purposes of this section, notice to the call system constitutes notice to all facility owners or facility
operators regarding facilities located in the area of the proposed excavation or blasting.

SUMMER | 2009

Act 53, Section5 (2) requires this information
in the notice of intent. MCL460.705(2).

Act53, Section 7(1) says notice to the as-
sociation = notice to each public utility with
facilities in the area of proposed activity.
MCL460.707(1).
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COMPARABLE PROVISION
PROPOSED REVISED ACT 53 OF 1974 PA 53 (ACT 53),
(VERBATIM LANGUAGE) MICHIGAN BEST PRACTICES
(“MBP”), OTHER COMMENTS

SECTION 6. No ticket life provision in Act 53 but MBP9

Aticket is valid for 21 days from the start date of the excavation or blasting on the ticket as identified by has the same provision.
the excavator, except that ticket shall be valid for 180 days from the start date if the dig notice indicates
that the proposed excavation or blasting will not be completed within 21days from the starting date.

SECTION 7. No design or survey notice concept in Act53
(1) The call system shall establish reasonable procedures, including marking response times, for de- or MBP, but informally MISS DIG has devel-
sign or survey ticket notification to facility owners or facility operators of requests for project design oped procedures.
or planning services to determine the type, size and general location of facilities during the plan-
ning and design stage of a construction or demolition project. Facility owners or facility operators
shall have the right to charge separate fees for their design or planning services.

(2) Procedures under this section shall not affect the obligation of excavators to provide notice of
blasting or excavation under Section 9 of this act.

(3) The response to a design ticket is to provide general information regarding the location of under-
ground facilities, not to mark any facilities. Neither a design ticket nor information provided in re-
sponse to a design ticket satisfies the requirement under this act for excavation or blasting notice
to the call system or marking the approximate location of facilities for blasting or excavation.

(4) The response to a survey ticket is to mark the approximate location of facilities for informational
purposes under procedures and deadlines established by the call system for survey tickets. Nei-
ther a survey ticket nor marks placed in response to a survey ticket satisfies the requirements un-
der this act for blasting or excavation notice to the call system or marking the approximate location
of facilities for blasting or excavation.

SECTION 8. Act 53, Section 9 allows excavation without
In an emergency, blasting or excavation required to address the conditions of the emergency may be advance notice for most emergencies but
performed as the emergency conditions reasonably require, subject to the provisions in this act for prior notice required to utility or association
emergency notice and marking facilities in response to an emergency notice. Emergency notices shall for emergency blasting. MCL460.709.

not be used for situations outside the definition of emergency in this act.

Swan & Gomeany

Certified Public Accountants

“Serving the accounting, auditing, and taxation needs

of Michigan’s construction industry.”

Edmond A. Swad, CPA
James W. Forkner, CPA
Edmond A. Swad Jr., CPA
Gary M. Blanck, CPA

Call (734) 462-9333 to schedule an appointment.
38701 Seven Mile Rd., Ste. 245, Livonia, MI, 48152
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PROPOSED REVISED ACT 53
(VERBATIM LANGUAGE)

COMPARABLE PROVISION
OF 1974 PA 53 (ACT 53),
MICHIGAN BEST PRACTICES
(“MBP”), OTHER COMMENTS

SECTION 9.
An excavator shall do all of the following:

(1) Provide notice to the call system by means of a dig notice, of the intent to engage in excava-
tion or blasting at least 72 hours, but not more than 14 calendar days before the start date.
The 72 hour period shall be measured from the time the dig notice is made to the call system
if the notice is given during business hours on a business day. For a dig notice given before
7:00 am on a business day, the period begins at 7:00am on that day. For a dig notice given
after 5:00 pm on a business day or on a non--business day, the period begins at 7:00 am
on the next business day. All hours of non--business days are excluded in counting the 72
hours period. If there are multiple excavators on the same site, each shall provide its own dig
notice.

(2) Comply with the call system procedures and all requirements of this act.

(3) Before conducting excavation or blasting in the caution zone, expose all marked facilities in
the caution zone by means of soft excavation, except as otherwise provided in this subsec-
tion. If conditions make complete exposure of the facility impractical, consult with the facility
owner or facility operator to reach agreement on how to protect the facility. For excavations
within the caution zone parallel to a facility, employ soft excavation at intervals as often as
reasonably necessary to establish the precise location of the facility.

(4) Provide support or bracing of facilities and/or excavation walls in the excavation or blasting
area as may be reasonably necessary for protection of the facilities.

(5) Provide notification to the call system if: (i) facility markings are destroyed or covered by ex-
cavation or blasting activities; or (ii) the ticket expires beforethecommencementofexcavation.

(6) Provide notification to the call system requesting additional assistance if the precise location
of a marked facility cannot be determined.

(7) Provide immediate additional notice to the call system if the excavator has reason to suspect
the presence of an unmarked facility due to: (i) visible evidence of a facility with no marks
visible, (ii) lack of a positive response to a ticket, or (iii) a positive response from a facility
owner or facility operator indicating the presence of a facility with no marks visible.

(8) Provide immediate notice to the facility owner or facility operator, if known, or to the call sys-
tem, if the excavator’s activities cause any contact with or damage to a facility.

(9) Provide immediate notice by calling 9-1-1and to the facility owner or facility operator if dam-
age to a facility results in the escape of any flammable, toxic or corrosive gas or liquid, or en-
dangers life, health or property; and also take reasonable measures to protect the excavator,
those in immediate danger, the general public and the environment until the facility owner or
facility operator, or emergency first responders, have arrived and taken control of the site.

(10) Provide prompt emergency notice to the call system for any proposed excavation or blasting
in an emergency.

(11) Inthe event the location of the proposed excavation or blasting cannot be described in a
manner sufficient to enable the facility owner or facility operator to ascertain the precise tract
or parcel involved, provide (1) either white lining in advance of submitting the ticket, or (ii)
additional assistance to the facility owner or facility operator on reasonable request to iden-
tify the area of the proposed excavation or blasting.

SUMMER | 2009

Act 53 does not use the concept of separate
sections listing the duties of excavators, facility
owners or the call system.

Act53, Section 5(1) requires notice at least

2 working days but not more than 21 cal-
endar days before commencing activity.
MCL460.705(1).
MBP1called“NormalNotice”contains the pro-
posed notice language.

Act 53 requires “reasonable care” when work-
ing in close proximity, including hand digging if
facilities are exposed. MCL460.711.

Act 53 requires reasonably necessary sup-
port to protect facilities that are exposed.
MCL460.711.

Not covered by Act 53 but MBP4 (“No Marks”)
and MBP5 (“Additional Assistance”) provide for
additional notice under these circumstances.

Act 53, Section 12 requires this. MCL460.712.

Act 53, Section 12(not as detailed).

Act 53, Section 9.

Not in Act 53; MBP5 addresses “Additional
Assistance” (3 hours or mutual agreement)

Continues on pg. 60
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SECTION 10. Act 53 does not identify specific call sys-
The call system shall do all of the following: tem duties beyond receiving notice, filing
descriptions with county clerk of utility area

(1) Receive dig notice notification of planned excavation and blasting activities and promptly transmit Y
and maintaining adequate records. MCL

a ticket to facility owners or facility operators of facilities in the area of the proposed excavation or
blasting. The call system shall provide alternative means of access and notification to the system. 460.707.
The capacity to receive notice shall be provided at no cost to excavators and calls shall be received

24 hours per day and 7 days per week.

(2) Publicize the availability and use of the call system and educate the public, governmental bodies,
excavators, facility owners and facility operators regarding the practices and procedures of the call

system.
(3) Administer a positive response system which will allow excavators to determine whether all of the fa- MBP3 deals with Positive Response (notin
cility owners or facility operators in the area responded to a ticket and whether a particular utility has Act53).

no facilities in the area of proposed excavation or blasting.
(4) Maintain adequate records of its notification activity for a period of 4 years from the date of notice, No time period for record retention in Act 53,
including voice recordings of calls. Copies of such records shall be provided to any interested person Section 7.
upon written request and payment of a reasonable charge for reproduction and handling as deter-
mined by the call system.

MEETING YOUR NEEDS FOR
BONDS AND INSURANCE

(517) 371-2300 (616) 242-6978
615 N. CAPITOL AVE. 550 CASCADE WEST PKWY S.E.
LANSING, Ml 4B933 GRAND RAPFIDS. M| 49546

MOURER
FOSTER Sercice Byandthe

Cantract .'\':ﬂ.f.l'g.r.' -;.;_'J}fc'

Affiliations: NASBE, AGC, ABC, MITA

Serving Michigan Since 1933
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COMPARABLE PROVISION
PROPOSED REVISED ACT 53 OF 1974 PA 53 (ACT 53),
(VERBATIM LANGUAGE) MICHIGAN BEST PRACTICES (“MBP”),
OTHER COMMENTS

(5) Receive design and survey tickets under the procedures described in Section 7 of this act and
transmit them to facility owners or facility operators.

(6) Expedite the processing of any emergency notice.

SECTION 11. Act 53, Section 8 requires identification of approxi-
Afacility owner or facility operator shall do all of the following: mate facility location not less thanlworking day in
(1) Respond to a ticket by the start date and time for the excavation or blasting determined under advance of proposed construction. MCL460.708.

Section 9(1) of this act, by marking the approximate location of its facilities in the area of pro-
posed excavation or blasting in a manner that permits the excavator to employ soft excavation
to establish the precise location of the facilities. If the start date and time on a ticket is later than
the minimum period for notification required by Section 9(1), the facility owner or facility operator
may delay marking its facilities until the start date and time. The facility owner or facility operator
may, but shall not be required to, respond to a ticket by marking the approximate location of facil-
ities by a date and time indicated on the ticket that is earlier than the time required for notification
by excavators in Section 9(1).

(2) Mark the approximate location of each facility with paint, stakes, flags, or other customary meth- Some of these are in Act 53, Section 8 but not
ods using the uniform color code of the American National Standards Institute as follows: purple and white. MCL460.708.
Continues on pg. 62

Affiliated Local Unions of the

MICHIGAN STATE CONFERENCE of
PLASTERERS AND CEMENT MASONS

PLASTERERS & CEMENT PLASTERERS LOCAL 67
MASONS LOCAL 16 Jack McCool, Business Manager
Cyril Wilson, Business Manager 1154 E. Lincoln Avenue

3815 W. St. Joseph Street, B-200 3 Madison Heights, M1 48071
Lansing, MI 48917 : : Phone: 248-591-6700

Phone: 517-999-3410 Sin Fax: 248-591-0671

Fax: 517-999-3412 =

PLASTERERS & CEMENT

CEMENT MASONS LOCAL 514 LV MASONS LOCAL 886

James Oakley, Business Manager S—— Michael Reinbolt, Business Manager
1154 E. Lincoln Avenue 4652 Lewis Ave.

Madison Heights, MI 48071 Toledo, OH 46312

Phone: 248-548-0800 Phone: 419-478-2652

Fax: 248-548-0700 Fax: 419-478-0208

Daniel Rauch, International Representative
Phone: 419-467-1372
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COMPARABLE PROVISION
OF 1974 PA 53 (ACT 53),

PROPOSED REVISED ACT 53

(VERBATIM LANGUAGE)

MICHIGAN BEST PRACTICES
(“MBP”"), OTHER COMMENTS

(a) White — used by excavators to mark a proposed excavation or blasting area
(b) Pink — temporary survey markings

(c) Red - electric power lines, cables, conduit and lighting cables

(d) Yellow - gas, oil, steam, petroleum or gaseous materials

(e) Orange — communication, alarm or signal lines, cables or conduit

(f) Blue — potable water

(g) Purple —reclaimed water, irrigation and slurry lines

(h) Green - sewers and drain lines

(3) Provide notification using positive response.

(4) Upon receiving a notification during business hours from an excavator through the call system of MBP3 — Positive Response

previous marks being covered or destroyed, mark the approximate location of a facility within 24 Not covered by Act 53 or MBP.
hours excluding all hours on non--business days.
(5) Provide additional assistance to an excavator within 3 hours of a request made by the excavator dur- Not covered by Act 53, but MBP4 (No

ing business hours on a business day, upon receiving a request under the circumstances described in Marks) and MBP5 (Additional Assistance)
Section 9(6) and Section 9(7). The excavator and a facility owner or facility operator may agree to an
extension of the time for additional assistance. When the request for additional assistance is made at

a time when the additional assistance cannot be provided during normal business hours on a business
day, the response time shall be no later than 3 hours after the start of the next business day or based on
mutual agreement.

cover this.

Michigan Pipe & Valve, Inc. [l
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COMPARABLE PROVISION
PROPOSED REVISED ACT 53 OF 1974 PA 53 (ACT 53),
(VERBATIM LANGUAGE) MICHIGAN BEST PRACTICES
(“MBP"), OTHER COMMENTS

(6) Upon receiving a notification during business hours from an excavator through the call system Not specifically covered in Act 53 or MBP.
of previous marks being covered or destroyed, mark the approximate location of a facility within
24 hours excluding all hours on non-business days.

(7) Upon receipt of notice that a facility has been damaged, promptly dispatch personnel to the
area.

(8) Respond within 3 hours to an emergency notice, or before the start day and time provided in Required by Act 53, Section 12.
an emergency notice if more than 3 hours from the time of notice.

(9) Participate in the call system, including the positive response system, and pay applicable fees.
No fees shall be charged by facility owners or facility operators to excavators for locating and
marking facilities under this section.

(10)Construct underground facilities in a manner that allows their detection when in use.
(11) Comply with the call system procedures and all requirements of this act.
SECTION 12.

Excavation maybe conducted in the safe zone using power equipment without establishing the pre-
cise location of any facilities, except as otherwise provided in this act.

No safe zone in Act 53; MBP7 (A.1) allows this.

SECTION 13. Act 53, Section 12 provides that the act does
This act shall not limit the right of an excavator, facility owner or facility operator to seek legal and not affect civil remedies. The Best Practices
equitable relief before the courts of this state in a civil action arising out of matters covered by this Agreement contained similar recognition of civil
act or to enforce the provisions of this act, nor shall this act determine the level of damages or in- remedies.

junctive relief in any such civil action except as otherwise provided in this section. An excavator,
facility owner or facility operator who incurs

Actual damages as a result of the violation of the requirements in Section 9 or 11 of this act shall
have the right to recover the damages caused by the violation from the person violating such re-
quirements in a civil action in a court of competent jurisdiction. The provisions of this section shall
not affect or limit the availability of any contractual or legal remedy that may be available to an ex-
cavator or facility owner or facility operator arising under any contract to which they may be a party.

Continues on pg. 64

< BN

RECYCLED CONCRETE, CO.

Plant Locations
* Whitmore Lake Road, Whitmore Lake
* Chilson Road, Howell

» Kensington Road, Brighton

7644 Whitmore Lk. Rd.* Brighton, MI 48116
phone:810-231-5188 e fax:810-231-5404

SUMMER | 2009




Michigan Damage Prevention Committee Comparison

PROPOSED REVISED ACT 53
(VERBATIM LANGUAGE)

SECTION 14.

To the extent otherwise permitted by law, neither the call system nor any of its officers, agents or em-
ployees shall be liable for damages for injuries or death to persons or damage to property caused by
its acts or omissions in carrying out the provisions of this act. The call system is not responsible for
assuring performance by a facility owner or facility operator of its obligation to participate in the call
system under Section 4(4).

COMPARABLE PROVISION
OF 1974 PA 53 (ACT 53),
MICHIGAN BEST PRACTICES
(“MBP”), OTHER COMMENTS

New provision, although call system has
acted as a referral system only and does
not conduct actual marking.

SECTION 15.

(1) Aperson who engages in the following conduct is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be subject to
a fine of not more than $5,000 for each offense or imprisonment for up to one year, or both:

(@) The person knowingly damages an underground facility and fails to promptly notify the facility
owner or facility operator;

(b) The person knowingly damages an underground facility and backfills the excavation or otherwise
acts to conceal the damage;

(c) The person willfully removes or otherwise destroys stakes or other physical markings used to

mark the approximate location of underground facilities unless such removal or destruction oc-
curs as an expected consequence of the excavation or blasting activity.

New

New

Act 53, Section16 covered marking
removal as a criminal misdemeanor.
MCL460.716.

Stoneco Eastern Division (734) 241-

Ottawa Lake ® Maybee ® Monroe ® Newport e Arbor

o

Stoneco Western Division IZGQ”%GL'
Grand Rapids ® Kalamazoo ®* Moscow

Providing All grades of Construction Limestone, Sand & Gravel
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(2) Upon complaint filed with the commission or upon the commission’s own motion, following no- Act 53 did not have provisions for enforce-
tice and hearing, a person who violates any of the provisions of this act may be ordered to pay ment of act by administrative agency with
a civil fine of not more than $5,000 for each violation. Before filing a complaint under this sub- ability to impose fines. New authority for
section, a person shall attempt to settle the dispute with the adverse party or parties using any MPSC, but Federal PIPES Act (pipeline
reasonable means of attempted resolution acceptable to the involved parties. In determining th safety) requires adequate state civil
e amount of any fine, the commission shall consider all of the following: enforcement and oversight, regarding

(a) The ability of the person charged to pay or continue in business. one-call systems.
(b) The nature, circumstances and gravity of the violation.

(c) Good faith efforts by the person charged to comply with the requirements of this act.
(d

(e) The history of prior violations of the person charged.

The degree of culpability of the person charged.

SECTION 16. Act 53, Section 17 is similar, MCL460.717.
If any provision of this act or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid,

the remainder of this act and the application of such provision to other persons or circumstances

shall not be affected thereby.
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OCTOBER

October 13, 2009

Board Meeting
Hunter’'s Ridge Hunt Club
8:30 a.m.
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DECEMBER

December 2009 Date TBA

Western Michigan
Holiday Party
11:30 a.m.

December 11, 2009

Board Meeting
Country Club of Lansing
8:30 a.m.

December 11, 2009

Central Michigan
Holiday Party
Country Club of Lansing
11:30 a.m.
December 18, 2009

Southeastern

Michigan Holiday Party

11:30 a.m.

MITA BOARD
MEETINGS

October 13, 2009,
Hunters Ridge, Oxford,
8:30 a.m.

December 11, 2009,
Country Club of Lansing,
8:30 a.m.

BID LETTINGS
Friday, September 4
Friday, October 2

Friday, November 6

Friday, December 4
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-------------------------- For details on any event, contact Danielle Coppersmith, events coordinator,
daniellecoppersmith@mi-ita.com or visit the events section of www.mi-ita.com.

A\ /]\ Kotz, Sangster, Wysocki and Berg, P.C.

Construction Law Specialists

* LITIGATION
* ARBITRATION
* CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION
* EMPLOYMENT AND LABOR
* CORPORATE TRANSACTIONS
* REPRESENTING
- General Contractors
- Subcontractors
- Developers
- Owners and management companies

KOt?Sangster

Solving corporate and litigation problems for the construction industry

Detroit
400 Renaissance Center Suite 3400
Detroit, Michigan 48243-1618
Telephone: (313) 259-8300
Facsimile: (313) 259-1451

Buchanan
400 East Front Street, Suite G
Buchanan, Michigan 49107
Telephone: (269) 697-4863
Facsimile: (269) 697-4867

WWW.KOTZSANGSTER.COM

Birmingham
300 Park, Suite 265
Birmingham, Michigan 48009-3413
Telephone: (248) 646-1050
Facsimile: (248) 646-1054
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America's Trench Box Builder”

Efficiency Production, Inc.

Special "Back the PAC" Offer

To support MITA's Political Action Committee and to
signify our 38years of innovation, service and lead-
ership in the Trench Shielding Industry, Efficiency
Production is presenting this special offer:

B For every rental or purchase of Efficiency
trench shielding products in 2009 Efficiency
will make a $100 contribution on your behalf
to MITA's Political Action Committee to
advance the legislative funding initiatives that
benefit Michigan's Underground Contractors
and Road Builders.

B Just tear out this ad and mail it, fax it, or
mention it with your order.

B Contact Mike Ross, 517-525-1265, for more
information.

Slide Rail System

Call us for Factory Direct

g

RN TR Sales & Rentals!
morcas roncnohunerr ~—~ 800-552-8800
www.efficiencytrenchbox.com

Porta Tank™




Ace Cutting Equipment & SUPPIY......coovrrnninrensrersesesssiesienns 40

AlIS Construction Equipment COrporation ..........ccc.oenernernrnsennnns BC
ASSOCIAtION BENEFILS .....vvvveeicecre et 8
ALSALIS BIOTNEIS ...t 3
Bacco Construction COMPANY ......c.cerrereeerrerineeneeeesessseeseeeeseseesseeenss 47
James Burg Trucking COMPANY ..o 4
Capitol Barricading, INC. ..o 25
Corrigan Oil CO. ....ovvvvvrieeirersiesisss s 17
East Jordan 1ron WOrks, INC. ... 24
Ebony Construction Co., INC. ..o, 44
Efficiency Production, INC. ..., 68
G2 Consulting Group, LLC

GBM RecyCled CONCIELE ..ot
Griffin, Smalley, & WilKerson, INC. ..., 53
Guy Hurley BIaSer & HEUET ........cccvvvivmrerienississsisssssssssssssssssssssnns
INFO TECN oo
Inspecsol Engineering Inc. ....

Jay Dee CoNtractors, INC. ... nssssenes 52
Jensen Bridge Contractors, INC. ... 52
Klochko Rental EQUIPMENT, CO. ...coocvvieeeieineieeeeseieeieeieeae, 42
Kotz, Sangster, Wysocki and Berg, P.C. ..., 67
Lawrence Technological UNIVErSIty ..., 26
EAW. C. LEVY & CO. vt ssssasssnens 9
Lowe Construction Company, INC. ... 28

B ULLETIN I

MCDOWEIl & ASSOCIALES .....vvvuvrvrrererereseeisess s s 10
MEISINO .vvvovvvvrerseresee s s s s s 16
MiIChIGaN CAT oo IFC
MiChigan LECET ...t 70
Michigan Pipe & VAIVE ..., 62
Michigan State Conference of Plasterers and Cement Masons ........... 61
MISS DIG oot s 44
MOUFEr FOSEEN, INC. w..oovvrceircrcereceenr s 60
NTH CONSUINGLS ...oovvvrveverierceieseessessesssessse s

Oakland Companies
Operating Engineers
Pinnacle Insurance

Plante MOFAN ..ot
PRI Pavement RecyCling INC. .....ocvvvvvererinrcesiesessse s, 23
RAINTON RENT ..o
SEONBCO .o
Swad & Company, CPAs

Testing Engineers & ConSUItaNts, INC. ... 48
Trench TECH, INC. o 35
Valenti Trobec Chandler INC. ... 53
WAL THIM < 19
Washtenaw Engineering COmpany ... 33
Wolverine Tractor & Equipment COMPaNY .....cccooevvvmrerrernnesnsennnens 38
ZEIVOS GIOUP, INC. oot 20

Visit www.mi-ita.com to view
or print these bulletins.

N D E

LEGISLATIVE BULLETINS 6/3/2009 ......ccoviiiiiiiiiennn Doug Needham, P.E.,  7/6/2009 ........ MDOT Implements DBE Solicitation
712812009 ..o, A Long-term Federal Participates in ARTBA's Young GFE Pilot Process
Transportation Bill Has Executive Development Program  7/2/2009 ...........ccc.ccooovvevveveeeeenn. NB/IM Update

All But Vanished in Washington D.C.  5/28/2009 .............. Additiopal MITA Membershi’p 6/30/2009 ....... MDOT Posts Request for Proposal

7/20/2000 ........c.coceene MITA Member Companies Directories and Buyer's for the Installation of IP-based Ethernet
Encouraged to Use Paycheck Stuffer Guides Available Communication System

6/5/2009 ........ccccceeere.. New Analysis and Chart of ~ 5/27/2009 2009 .......ccvvvvvvee. Southeast Michigan  6/18/2009 ......................... No Changes to MDOT
Funding Plan Now Available Golf Outing & Silent Auction Holiday Periods — Traffic

5/15/2009 ...... ACTION ALERT: ‘09 Transportation 5/27/2009 ........ Mike Nystrom Voted Top Lobbyist Safety Provisions
Funding Package Unveiled  5/26/2009 ............cccoce... UPDATED: In Memoriam  6/16/2009 ........... MDOT 1-94 Design-Build Project

MEMBERSHIP BULLETINS of Brian Cato Meeting Notice
7/28/2009 .......... In Memoriam of Donald Fessler ~ 9/26/2009 .......... In Memoriam of Celeste DiLegge ~ 6/15/2009 ...........ccccccovvnevee. ARRA Proactive EEO
7120/2009 ......cccovoiiiiriiiiiiiein In Memoriam of ~ ENGINEERING BULLETINS Compliance Forum
Owen Wells Bachman ~ 7/23/2009 ........... Design Build Project to Replace ~ 6/4/2009 ..o, CA Update

71912009 oo Action Alert: the 9-Mile Bridge at I-75  5/27/2009 .................. NB/IM/CA and Region/TSC
Call Your Legislator Today! ~ 7/21/2009 .... DBE Solicitation GFE Pilot Process — Map Update

6/30/2009 ... Member Voice: If you were a Item 614 POSTPONED  5/21/2009 ......... MDOT Announces Changes in Bid

lawmaker for a day, what one state law
would you add/delete or change?

7/17/2009 ... DBE Solicitation GFE Pilot Process —
One Project in July 22nd Letting

6/18/2009 ........... Manhole Cutter Demonstration ~ 7/17/2009 ....... MDOT |-275 and |-96 Design-Build
to be held at MITA on June 26 Project Meeting Notice
6/4/2009 ...Central Michigan Golf Outing Reminder ~ 7/7/2009 ........ State Prevailing Wage Truck Driver

Rules Change — REVISED!!

MiTa m cross-section ZIl

Letting Dates
SAFETY BULLETINS

7/1/2009 ..o, New Installment of Tool Box

Talks Now Available
6/22/2009 ........... Mine Safety and Health Training
6/2/2009 ......cccoiiiin MIOSHA Appeals Update
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/' Charlick stated, |
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hat, Also, the wide variety o subjects Y

taught at MLTAI as well as the variety K

of experience I've gained as a result of

working for a general cc?&ctor has
repared me to take advantag
dvancement opportunities that could
ome my way in the future.

Michigan Laborers’ Training and Apprenticeship Institute provides
training to apprentices and journey persons alike. Our instructors have a
wide range of field expertise to provide our members with top-notch
training using cutting edge technology. Our state-of-the-art training facili-
ties located in the cities of Wayne, Perry and Iron Mountain accommodate
on average 2,500 members annually. Courses range from 2 hours to 120
hours in length and include environmental training, construction training,
life skills courses as well as on-line courses.

Graduates reaching Journey worker status can be granted college credits
at virtually all of Michigan’s community colleges.

MLTAI and the Construction Craft Laborers apprenticeship program
produce Laborers skilled in their field, dedicated and trained. When Grant
was asked what it takes to be a successful Laborer he said, “You have to
show up every day in the right state of mind, with a proper attitude and be
dependable, punctual and trustworthy. You have to bring your “A” game
every day”.

Union wages and benefits are among the best in the nation. If great

money and benefits are of interest to you, contact a Laborers Local Union Michigan Laborers Training and Apprenticeship Institute
in your area or contact Michigan Laborers Training and Apprenticeship 11155 S.Beardslee Road, Perry, MI 48872-9774
Institute. 517-625-4046 www.mi-laborers.org




Excavating
Opportunities

Local 324’s VALUE PROPOSITION

LocAL 324 MISSION STATEMENT




AIS CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT CORP.

THE PRODUCTS.
S

* Traverse
City

F * . 5 . :
& Lansing SEREY

Richmond

Grand *

Rapids

THE SERVICE.

LS & & 8 3
+.WHERE YOU NEED THEM ..WHEN YOU NEED THEM.

GRAND RAPIDS LANSING RICHMOND
600 44th Street SW 3600 N Grand River 65809 Gratiot Ave
(616) 538-2400 (517) 321-8000 (586) 727-7502 ’ X __~
ST
SAGINAW TRAVERSE CITY DETROIT Q. EQUIPMENT />
4600 AIS Drive 8300 M-72 East 1-866-205-0888 0.
(989) 777-0090 (231) 267-5060 RENTAL i i
1-800-730-1272 www.aisequip.com
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MASTERS OF CoMPACTION
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