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COMMENT

Mike Nystrom

Executive Vice President

While your jobsites are 
teeming this summer with 
employees, equipment, 

and all the hard work that goes into 
completing an infrastructure project, 
consider it a perfect opportunity 
to host a legislator. See details on 
page seven in an article written 
by Mariam Robinson, director 
of strategic affairs. The more 
legislators see what actually goes 
on to improve Michigan’s roads, 
bridges and underground systems, 
the more they will continue to 
support infrastructure investment. 

PO Box 1357  •  Brighton MI 48116  •  Phone 810-522-6474  •  Fax 810-522-6499

Recycled Concrete & Asphalt Products Natural Aggregate Products

Operated by: DCF Recycling, Inc.
• Chilson Road, Howell
• Kensington Road, Brighton

• Hogan Road, Fenton

In each issue of Cross-Section 
Magazine, we feature a contractor 
member and associate member 
hard at work, and this issue is no 
exception. Richard Adamo of Adamo 
Group, Inc. discusses projects his 
Detroit-based demolition company 
is handling on page 8. On page 
10, we highlight the work of Core 
& Main, a distributor of products 
that serve both contractors and 
municipalities. We are proud of 
the work these companies are 
doing, and if you would like to be 
featured in an upcoming magazine, 
please contact Nancy Brown, 
director of communications, at 
nancybrown@thinkmita.org.

MITA is regularly in contact with 
MITA members who need assistance 
regarding employee benefits, and in 
many cases the situations require 
an immediate intervention to prevent 
significant financial problems. The 
Problem Solver on page 15 outlines 
a couple examples of situations that 
MITA has been able to resolve in a 

positive fashion. Please remember 
that MITA is just a phone call away 
should you need assistance with 
employee benefits or anything related 
to the operation of your business.

One business problem that 
is becoming more common is 
cyberattacks. Rachelle VanDeventer, 
P.E., vice president of industry 
relations, discusses on page 
16 how you can be prepared 
and protect your company from 
cyberattacks. In less than a two 
month period early this year, at least 
four government agency computer 
networks were attacked with 
ransomware, including the Colorado 
Department of Transportation.

Before summer ends, please 
join us for a networking opportunity 
of golf or the summer conference 
– see the Calendar of Events 
on page 39 for details, and log-
in to the event section of www.
thinkmita.org to register today. 
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DID YOU KNOW?

IT’S IMPORTANT 
To Host Legislators On Your Job Sites

Summer is here, and that means 
it’s your time to shine! Spring 
and summer are your prime 

opportunities to showcase the hard 
work you’re doing to fix Michigan’s 
roads, bridges and underground 
systems. This time of year is also 
when legislators are not holed up 
in the Capitol and are home in their 
districts, so they are available to tour 

to showcase, please contact Mariam 
Robinson, Director of Strategic 
Affairs, at mariamrobinson@
thinkmita.org or at 517-347-8336. 

Remember that we need as 
much lead time as possible to 
contact the legislators in your 
district to find a day that works 
for them and for you. 

your job sites to see just how much 
effort goes into every infrastructure 
project. When legislators physically 
see a job site instead of what the 
numbers are on a spreadsheet, they 
are blown away. We need them to 
feel that way so that they will continue 
to make Michigan’s infrastructure a 
top priority for state investment. 

If you have a job site you want 
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Adamo 
Group, Inc.

MEMBER PROFILE

S ince 1964, Adamo Group, 
Inc. has been a leader in the 
demolition industry. John T. 

Adamo, Sr. founded the company, 
which has evolved from a small, 
family-run demolition company 
into a national decontamination, 
decommissioning and demolition 
business partner for customers in 
the United States and Canada.

Located in Detroit, Adamo 
Group, Inc. is proud of its 
consultative approach, which 
was established by John, Sr. and 
continued by his oldest son, John 
T. Adamo, Jr., and now sustained 
by his younger son, Richard M. 
Adamo. Richard operates the 
company with the same dedication 
and values instilled by the Adamo 
family over the years.

“Our great team has handled 
many of the nation’s highest-profile 
demolition and decontamination 
projects,” Richard said. “In 
Michigan those projects include the 
Pontiac Silverdome, the Northville 
Psychiatric Hospital, and the Wayne 
County Airport Authority Hanger 
715. Out-of-state notable projects 
include the Georgia Dome in Atlanta 
and the Muskingum River Power 
Plant in Ohio.” 

A current project, that will 
be wrapped up by the time this 
magazine goes to press, is the 
demolition of the North Tower at 
St. Joseph Mercy Oakland Hospital 
in Pontiac. Richard said the 
project began March 1, and is the 
culmination of months of planning, 

Richard Adamo is standing next to structural steel from the Park Hotel/Little Caesars Arena 
project. The steel is an art piece done by local Detroit artists, which was commissioned by 
Richard’s late brother, John Adamo.
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MEMBER PROFILE

Adamo 
Group, Inc.
320 East Seven Mile Road
Detroit, Mich. 48203
Phone: 313-892-7330
Fax: 313-892-4656
www.adamogroup.com

Member of MITA since 1996

coordinating, and preparatory work, 
which is part of a larger investment 
to remodel the hospital. The tower 
was demolished using Adamo’s 
345 Apex High Reach Excavator, 
equipped with a MP 30 multi-
processing tool. Demolition and 
cleanup continued after March, and 
finished up with the demolition of 
the Material Handling building, a 
two-story structure adjacent to the 
tower.

“I like this business because the 
work we do is unique,” said Richard, 
who has a bachelor’s degree in 
construction management from 
Michigan State University. “Every 
day there is significant change to 
the jobsite.”

Richard added that Adamo’s 
engineers and project managers 
work closely with their customers 
in a variety of industries: civil 
and infrastructure, commercial, 
government and municipal, 
industrial and manufacturing, 
industrial processing, paper and 
pulp manufacturing, petrochemical 
and pharmaceutical, and power and 
utility. In addition, Adamo Group 

MAIN CONTACTS

Richard M. Adamo 
President 
radamo@adamogroup.com

Rick Cuppetilli
Executive Vice President

Timothy Gunn
Chief Financial Officer

Denise Danneels
General Manager

owns, operates and maintains their 
own equipment, and uses their own 
exclusively developed Equipment 
Maintenance and Management 
software. The software tells them 
where their equipment is in real-
time, and tracks every hour as each 
machine is used, which allows for 
timely maintenance of their fleet.

While Adamo Group sounds 
entirely self-sufficient, Richard said 
that being a long-time member of 
MITA has helped Adamo Group 
keep up with changes in the 
industry that affect them on a 
daily basis. “MITA helps keep us 
current with legislation affecting 
our industry,” he said, “along with 
providing a platform to network and 
advertise with and also handling 
union labor rate negotiations.”

When he is not busy at Adamo 
Group, Richard enjoys spending 
time with his family: his wife, 
Sandra, of 16 years and their 
five children: Maria, 15; John, 
10; Anthony, 8; Michael, 6; and 
Dominic, 6. He also finds time to 
golf, hunt and snowmobile. 

Specialties: Demolition, Plant Decommissioning, Excavation, Asset Reclamation, Universal Waste Removal, 
Earthwork, Site Development, and Land Clearing 

MDOT Prequalifications: Grading, Drainage, Structures and Aggregate Construction; Building Moving and 
Demolition; Sewers and Watermains, and Clearing

Licensed: In Michigan, Indiana, Florida, California, Tennessee, Georgia, Louisiana, Virgina, and West Virginia

Did You Know? Adamo Group has a long-standing commitment to environmental responsibility and 
sustainability, recycling more than 90 percent of materials from demolished structures—reclaiming more than 
250,000 tons of steel, concrete, wood, and other recyclable materials each year.
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ASSOCIATE MEMBER PROFILE

Core & Main

F rom our homes to our 
workplaces—and throughout 
our community—the consistent 

delivery of clean water is vital to our 
health and safety. Headquartered in 
St. Louis, Mo., Core & Main is the 
nation’s largest distributor of water, 
sewer, storm, fusible piping, and fire 
protection infrastructure products, 

which serve both contractors and 
municipalities in all aspects of the 
water, wastewater, clean water, 
landfill, energy, and fire protection 
industries. Simply put, Core & Main 
supplies the materials and expertise 
for all the water that comes to you, 
and all the water that is taken away 
from you.

Core & Main (previously known 
as HD Supply Waterworks) operates 
three branches in Michigan, located 
in Canton, Shelby Township and 
Kentwood. With more than 245 
branches serving the United States, 
the Caribbean and international 
markets, the company is in growth 
mode organically and through 

Did You Know? Core & Main’s name was created by a company associate. “Core” references infrastructure, things underground and 
fundamental structures that must be in place to build. “Main is a reference to a water main, Main Street and to the primary sources of 
knowledge and materials.
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start to finish,” said Ty, who has 
a bachelor of science degree in 
industrial distribution from Minnesota 
State University—Moorhead. “We 
specialize in the ability to supply all 
components from sanitary sewer, 
water, storm sewer, and meters to 
any size job. With our vast local 
knowledge of the specifications and 
relationships we’ve built over the 
years, our employees are called on 
every day to be problem solvers 
and helpers. Along with the three 
locations we have in Michigan, we 
can source products from around 
the country within our 245 other 
locations.”

Being a MITA member, he said, 
helps the company to easily reach 
out to customers and other people 
in the industry through the various 
conferences, outings, and parties 
MITA puts on over the course of the 
year.

“These events provide great 
access to many of our customers 
all in one place, and allows many 
of our sales associates to meet and 
greet them outside of their offices,” 
Ty added. “This allows us to build 
stronger relationships with our 
customers not just with the products 
we sell, but an opportunity to grow 
with their companies and be assets 
to them in the future. 

“We’ve been in the market a 
long time, and have a good pulse 
on the market conditions to help the 
customers to be successful.” 

ASSOCIATE MEMBER PROFILE

acquisitions. In late 2017, Core & 
Main completed the acquisition of 
Minnesota Pipe & Equipment, further 
expanding its nationwide footprint. 

In Michigan, Ty Johnson serves 
as sales manager, working out of 
the Canton branch. At a visit to this 
branch, customers can see the 
company’s complete line of available 
products and a tool showroom. 

“We run our own fleet of 
vehicles,” said Ty, who has been 
with the company for 18 years, 
having served as an outside sales 
representative before becoming the 
Michigan sales manager in 2017. 
“We also offer complete estimating 
and take-off services, as well as 
informational seminars and on-site 
training. And because we know 
there are going to be after-hours 
situations, customers receive a 
contact for 24-hour emergencies 
when they begin a project.”

Ty said the company is a one 
stop shop for all underground 
material needs, with eight 
“outstanding” sales staff in Michigan 
who work with him hand in hand on 
a daily basis to help quote projects, 
negotiate pricing and develop/
maintain existing relationships 
with customers. Core & Main can 
essentially handle any size project, 
from a small repair to a large WWTP 
project.

“We have the people, tools 
and resources throughout Core 
& Main to bring the project from 

Core & Main

MAIN CONTACTS

Ty Johnson 
Michigan Sales Manager
ty.johnson@coreandmain.com

Tom Fisher 
District Manager
tom.fisher@coreandmain.com

Matt Hutchins 
Branch Manager
matt.hutchins@coreandmain.com

Doug Morgan 
Branch Manager
douglas.morgan@coreandmain.com

LOCATIONS

Core & Main LP 
Canton, Mich.
Branch 263
4901 Dewitt Road 
Canton, Mich. 48188
Phone: 734-398-5950

Core & Main 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Branch 259
Wholesale Outlet
4530 36th Street SE 
Kentwood, Mich. 49512
Phone: 616-222-9500

Core & Main
North Detroit, Mich. 
Branch 262
Wholesale Outlet
6575 23 Mile Road 
Shelby Township, Mich. 48316
Phone: 586-323-8800
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DBE PROFILE

Great Lakes 
Engineering 
Group, LLC

Amy Trahey, P.E., is president 
of Great Lakes Engineering 
Group, LLC, located in 

Lansing, Mich. She provided 
the following details about her 
company.

Company Introduction: Great 
Lakes Engineering Group, LLC is 
a civil engineering consulting firm 
that specializes in transportation. 
The company is heavily focused 
on bridge engineering, specifically: 
bridge design, bridge safety 
inspection, bridge load rating, bridge 
construction engineering, and 
underwater bridge inspection.

Personal Background: I am 
a proud graduate of J.W. Sexton 
High School in Lansing, where I 
participated in a work study program 
that allowed me to intern for the 
governor’s office. During high school, 
I also worked for the Michigan Beer 
and Wine Wholesalers Association. 
I received my bachelor’s of science 
degree in civil engineering from 
Michigan Technological University 
in 1994. During college I interned for 
MDOT, and I was hired on full time 
after graduating from college. I was 
a bridge engineer at MDOT for six 
years prior to starting Great Lakes 
Engineering, LLC in April of 2000 
at the ripe age of 28. I have been a 
member of MITA and ACEC since 
2000, and served on the board of 
directors for ACEC, treasurer, and 
served as the first woman president 
in 2015. I am currently serving a term 
on the board of directors for MITA. I 
served a six year term on Michigan 
Tech’s Civil and Environmental 

Engineering Advisory Board, and am 
currently appointed to the Michigan 
Department of Education’s Special 
Education Advisory Committee, 
which is a personal passion of mine 
to help children with disabilities.

Past Projects: A few past 
construction projects where we 
supported MDOT by providing 
construction engineering and 
inspection services include: the 
$173 million “Fix on I-96” in Livonia, 
which involved 7.09 miles of concrete 
freeway reconstruction and bridge 
replacements and rehabilitations 
on 37 bridges, as well as the I-275 
Bridge Reconstruction of 34 bridges 
in I-275 from 6 Mile Road to Hannan 
Road in the cities of Livonia and 
Romulus in Wayne County. The 
project included superstructure 
and deck replacements, widening 
superstructures and substructure 
units, concrete and epoxy overlays. 
Structural inspection past projects 
include the structural inspection of 
the Zilwaukee and Belle Isle bridges. 

A favorite past project of mine was 
performing the underwater inspection 
of the Mackinac Bridge.

Current Projects: GLEG is 
assisting MDOT with the $200 
million I-75 River Rouge project, 
and we were just selected on the 
I-696 Roadway Reconstruction 
Project as well as the I-94 Bridge 
Replacements in Jackson. GLEG 
was also scheduled to perform the 
structural inspection of the Houghton-
Hancock Lift Bridge in May 2018, 
where we used a combination of 
access equipment such as reachalls, 
bucket trucks, dive boat, and 
technical rope access to provide a 
hands on inspection of every inch of 
the complex bridge.

What do you like about the 
construction industry? Helping to 
build infrastructure and making sure 
it is safe is what I like about the 
industry. Also, working with people 
with different perspectives and 
experience, and working together to 
solve problems.

Amy Trahey, P.E., at the International Bridge.
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DBE PROFILE

What benefits have you 
experienced from your MITA 
membership? Being an engineering 
consulting firm, I appreciate the 
opportunity to be an associate 
member and network amongst the 
contractors of MITA. GLEG utilizes 
the array of safety training that MITA 
provides, and the political advocacy 
for the transportation industry is a 
huge benefit.

What benefits do you see from 
serving on the MITA Board of 
Directors? Being able to connect 
with such a variety of transportation 
professionals, and helping to address 
the needs of Michigan’s infrastructure 
challenges. The ASCE Infrastructure 
Report Card was just released that 
gave Michigan’s infrastructure a 
grade of D+. That is unacceptable 
and failing. Being on the MITA 
Board gives me an opportunity to do 
something to encourage government 
and the legislature to invest in our 
infrastructure and bring our state’s  
grades up.

Do you find it challenging 
or difficult being a woman in 
a business with mostly men? 
While creating diversity amongst 
our profession has been slow, I 
appreciate the courtesy and respect 
I consistently receive from my peers. 
The respect has to be earned, but 
once it is there are no labels. One 
of the first contractors I went toe to 
toe with was none other than the 
infamous Tom Wagenmaker. If you 
know Tom, he is a loud, intimidating 
force, who is not afraid to yell his 
opinions in a roomful of people; 
and, when it is directed at you, you 
most certainly feel the pressure. 
Somewhere along the way, I earned 
his respect, and we successfully work 
together to get the project complete. 
In addition, working amongst all men 
has its perks, like no long lines for the 
women’s restroom. 

521 Seymour Street
Lansing, Mich. 48933
Phone: 517-363-4400
Fax: 517-363-4036

Amy Trahey, P.E. 
President
amy@glengineering.com
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Limestone
Denniston • Maybee 

Newport • Ottawa Lake

Sand & Gravel
100th St. • Bauer • Burmeister 

Moscow • Patterson 
Paw Paw • Pit 9 • Wicks • Zeeb

Rail & Recycle
Ann Arbor • Flint 

Grand Rapids • Lansing

 www.stoneco.net  •  (734) 241-8966

Serving Michigan with over 100 years of excellence.
MDOT certified and providing all grades of construction limestone, sand, and gravel.
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Attention Contractors, Developers and Municipalities

Make MICHIGAN PIPE & VALVE your one-stop 
for all your water and sewer supplies. We specialize  

in the routine to the hard-to- find supplies.

JACKSON
Tom Ryan

Kyle Richmond 
Jeremy Richmond

517-764-9151
jrichmond@mpvj.com

SAGINAW
Justin Jaime          

Jon Jaime       
Theresa Jaime
989-752-7911

saginaw@michiganpipe.com

TRAVERSE CITY 
Mike Crowley Jr.    

Tim Brugger
231-929-7473

traversecity@michiganpipe.com

www.MichiganPipe.com

MT. PLEASANT
Bryan Reedy             
Tim Brugger          
Justin Jaime

989-817-4331
bryan.reedy@michiganpipe.com 

Regularly MITA staff receives 
requests for assistance 
with regard to employee 

benefits. However, many times, 
these situations are so extreme 
that a positive outcome is required 
in order to save an employee 
from significant personal 
heartache or even financial ruin.

Numerous such incidents 
have occurred over the past 
couple years and should serve as 
reminders to MITA member firms 
that your association staff stands 
ready to help out in any situation 
that might arise around your office.

The first example revolves 
around an employee who was 
involved in a physical and legal 
altercation resulting in the denial 
of health care and disability 
benefits. After some investigation 
and review, MITA staff realized 
that the employee was being 
denied because of assumed 
guilt. Staff then presented proof 
of innocence and pressed the 
health care provider to recognize 
that the situation was not the 
fault of the employee, and 
thus should be approved for 
full benefits under the plan.

Under another situation, a 
benefit was paid and then was 
reconsidered by the provider, 
thus causing further anguish to 
an employee and their family in a 
very difficult moment. MITA staff 
engaged with the administrator of 
the plan, explained the situation 
and requested some flexibility, 
which was ultimately accepted 
by the provider and the issue 
was put to rest very quickly.

These simple, yet personal 
situations should be reminders that 
MITA is a full service association 
with staff that is willing to jump in 

on any situation that might arise 
for member firms. You just have 
to pick up the phone and call!!  

Problem Solver
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COMMENT—Vice President of Industry Relations

Rachelle VanDeventer, P.E.

To contact Rachelle VanDeventer, P.E., email 
her at rachellevandeventer@thinkmita.org  
or call the MITA office at 517-347-8336.

Imagine sitting at your desk to 
begin your workday and instead 
of being able to enter the program 

of your choice, your computer 

completely locks up and flashes an 
alarming message that all of your 
files are now encrypted, and you 
must send thousands of dollars in 
bitcoin in order to regain access. 
Imagine that this hasn’t infected just 
your computer, but all the computers 
within the network. This hostile 
attempt by hackers to demand 
payment in order to not damage 
or destroy a computer network or 
system is known as a ransomware 
cyberattack, and it may be more 
common than you realize. 

Cyberattacks are a growing 
international problem, just as the 
construction industry is becoming 
more comfortable with internet-
connected solutions and remote 
accessibility. In less than a two-
month period early this year, at least 
four government agency computer 
networks were attacked with 
ransomware, including the Colorado 
Department of Transportation 
(CDOT). The cyberattacks led to 
statewide or citywide shutdowns of 

Industry Cyberattacks: 
Be Prepared & Protect 
Your Company

I N S U R A N C E               B O N D I N G

Our Primary Client Goals:
Protect Your Assets
Control Your Costs

Provide Exceptional Service

248-647-2500   |   WWW.OAKLANDINSURANCE.COM    |   FAX 248-647-4689

ISO 9001:2000 Certified Co.

8031 M-15, STE. 100, CLARKSTON, MICHIGAN 48348

Continued on page 28
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Boost your 
technical 
know-how 
with a master’s 
degree from 
Lawrence 
Technological 
University.
 Architecture
 Civil Engineering
 Construction Engineering  
    Management
 Electrical and Computer 
    Engineering
 Mechanical Engineering

LTU’s Civil Engineering program 
is ranked fifth in the nation by 
U.S. News & World Report.

ltu.edu

Architecture and Design | Arts and Sciences | Business and Information Technology | Engineering                       

Possible is everything.

NEW MITA MEMBERS

NEW CONTRACTOR MEMBERS

Newkirk Electric Associates, Inc.

Rontondo Construction, Inc.

: : : : : : : :

NEW ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Somat Engineering, Inc.

Baker Tilly Virchow Krause LLP
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MichiganKenworth.com

With the 2018 acquisition of locations in Dearborn, Clinton Township, Saginaw, and 

Lansing, Michigan Kenworth is now the only commercial truck dealer group to cover 

every county in Michigan, creating an unbeatable, single solution for your benefit.

PURE KENWORTH. 
COMING TOGETHER 
TO SERVE MICHIGAN!

100% Coverage
Across Michigan

TRUCK SALES   //   PARTS   //   SERVICE   //   BODY   //   FLEET SOLUTIONS  
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COMMENT—Director of Safety and Compliance

Work Zone Awareness 
Week: 2018

Matt McClintick, CHST

To contact Matt McClintick, email him at  
mattmcclintick@thinkmita.org or call the  
MITA office at 517-347-8336.

faced by employees working in 
roadways. It is no secret that 
the construction industry has its 
hazards, but employers do their 
very best to protect employees 
while they work to repair Michigan’s 
crumbling infrastructure. With the 
ever-increasing number of miles 
being driven by motorists, and the 
increased infrastructure investments 
leading to more orange barrels 
and work zones throughout the 
state, motorists were urged to obey 
the speed limits and respect the 
construction workers by giving them 
the space they need and deserve. 

Of all the fatalities on Michigan’s 
roadways, 24 motorists and one 
construction worker were killed 
in work zones. There were 4,341 
crashes in Michigan work zones 
in 2017 and the largest type of 
vehicles involved were passenger 
cars, SUVs and vans. Construction 
employees are urged to stay vigilant 
in their awareness while working 
near traffic in construction zones. 
We know the inherent dangers of 
our industry; and, by taking some 
simple precautions and looking out 
for one another, we can remain safe 
through the construction season.  

The American Association 
of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials 

(AASHTO) reported in 2017 that 
44 percent of roadway 
contractors said vehicles 
had crashed into their 
construction sites over that 
year. On April 9, a coalition 
of groups, ranging from 
MITA, MDOT, Michigan 
State Patrol, MIOSHA and 
varying private companies 
held a press conference 
in Troy, Mich., to highlight 
the dangers to construction 
workers and motorists in 
work zones. National Work 
Zone Awareness Week was 
April 9-13, and the theme 
was “Work Zone Safety: 
Everybody’s Responsibility”.

MITA’s Rachelle 
VanDeventer was the voice 
for the industry as she 
discussed the challenges 

781 Hull Road, Mason, MI, 48854
Phone: 517-244-1500 | Fax: 517-244-1587
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COMMENT—Director of Workforce Development

Vocational Technology Centers:   
Young Talent in the Making

Ken Bertolini

To contact Ken Bertolini, email him at  
kenbertolini@thinkmita.org or call the  
MITA office at 517-347-8336.

the campus. Vo-Tech programs 
provide construction courses, but 
they are lacking in their teaching of 
horizontal construction. They are 
all proud of the houses that they 
build! Each year, over 1,000 high 
school juniors 
and seniors from 
15 partnering 
school districts 
throughout 
southwest 
Michigan choose 
to attend the 
Technology 
Center for 
a portion of 
their school 

day. Wouldn’t it be great if they 
had exposure to transportation 
construction? Well, Mills couldn’t 
agree more, and was excited to 
explore ways that we can partner 

In March, MITA member Marc 
Compton of Compton Inc. and 
I made a presentation to high 

school students at South Haven 
High School. We introduced them 
to the career opportunities in 
the transportation construction 
industry, as well as what working 
for Compton Inc. would be like, 
including the type of work that they 
do and job opportunities currently 
available within their company. 
Afterward, we took a short drive to 
the Van Buren Technology Center. 
We were given a personal tour 
by the superintendent of schools, 
Jeffrey C. Mills. Jeff is very proud 
of the center, and was particularly 
proud of the construction 
classes that they provide and the 
dedicated construction portion of 

             

Cast in Place • Surface Mount • Replaceable
Compliant with MDOT & City of Detroit

Visit us online at
acecutting.com

25806 Novi Rd., Novi, MI 48375

(248) 449-4944

Available in Assorted Colors & Sizes

Michigan’s Largest 
Distributor of ADA Tiles

Continued on page 32
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LEGISLATIVE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Senator Mike Shirkey  
R-District 16

Senator Mike Shirkey 

Meet Senator Shirkey
COMMITTEES

 Shirkey serves as chair of the Senate Health Policy and 
Michigan Competitiveness committees, and is a member 
of the Elections and Government Reform and Energy and 
Technology committees. He also serves as the vice-chair for 
the Appropriations subcommittee for Community Health.

EDUCATION

 Shirkey earned a bachelor’s degree from General 
Motors Institute (GMI) in 1978, and a master of 
science in mechanical engineering from the 
University of Wisconsin at Madison in 1979.

PROFESSIONAL

 Mike is the founder and owner of Orbitform, a leading 
engineering company that manufactures forming, 
fastening, joining and assembly equipment for a wide 
range of industries and applications. The company 
provides world-class prototype engineering services 
for assembly of parts and specialized forming and 
fastening. Mike also worked for General Motors in various 
management and engineering roles for 13 years.

PAST PUBLIC OFFICES AND AFFILIATIONS

 Mike served on the Columbia Central School Board 
in the 1980s and ’90s. Shirkey also is the past 
board chair of Allegiance Health System.

PERSONAL

 Mike is the proud father of three and devoted husband of 42 
years to Sue. Mike and Sue also have several grandchildren. 
He is an active member of the Jackson Free Methodist 
Church, and leads major construction/expansion projects. 
Mike also enjoys hunting, fishing, golfing and working out. 
He is also an avid woodworker in “grandpa’s workshop.”

Continued on page 26
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Q:  How has owning a business 
helped you become an 
effective leader within 
the Michigan Senate?

A:  A lot of Michigan legislators 
have experience running a 
business. This has helped 
because those skills of 
leadership and organization 
are easily transferable to public 
service, and also because 
many business people who 
are subject to the frustrating 
bureaucracy of government end 
up wanting to do something 
to change those regulations.

Q:  What legislative priorities 
do you have?

A:  I’m pushing for legislation 
that would add a workforce 
engagement component to our 
Medicaid system. Our economic 
goals have had such success 
that many Michigan businesses, 
especially construction, are 
struggling to find workers. By 
adding incentives to re-engage 
with the workforce for Medicaid, 
we’re aiming to meet this labor 
shortage with the Michigan 
workers who have simply 
been out of the job market. 

Q:  What are your thoughts or 
comments on the heavy 
construction industry?

A:  Infrastructure construction 
is probably the most under 
appreciated industry in America. 

These professionals are not 
only building the systems that 
enable an unprecedented level 
of trade, mobility, and freedom, 
they’re building modern-day 
monuments. Travel to any other 
country in the world and you’ll 
very quickly begin to appreciate 
the level of skill and quality 
that go into the construction 
of our infrastructure.

Q:  What has been your reaction 
to the public’s increase in calls 
for increased infrastructure 
investment in Michigan?

A:  Almost everyone I talk to is 
concerned about the quality of 
our roads in Michigan. Because 
of our weather, Michigan roads 
are in constant need of repair. 
We’ve already set aside a 
combined $2.1 billion for road 
repairs, and we’ll have to do 
something similar in the not too 
distant future. All that money 
comes from the taxpayers – so 
it’s a balancing act between 
taxes and spending. Not 
everyone sees the holes in 
the state budget, but everyone 
sees the holes in the road. It’s 
our responsibility to serve the 
peoples’ needs while letting 
them keep as much of their 
hard-earned money as we can.

Q:  Although the 2015 road 
funding package was a 
step in the right direction 

towards funding our roads 
and bridges, what do you feel 
will be the next step towards 
adequately funding our 
infrastructure in Michigan?

A:  Our 2015 package addressed 
some key trends that are only 
going to continue to grow 
in significance: We needed 
to adapt our tax structure to 
accommodate for alternative 
fuels and electric vehicles. We 
also set aside funds for higher-
quality roads that will last longer, 
so costs for the long-term will 
be more manageable once that 
becomes a standard practice. 
Gas prices are steadily rising 
again, so that is something we 
need to consider, but because of 
our roads package, we’ve been 
able to put $2.1 billion toward 
infrastructure improvements.

Q:  How can our MITA members 
better advocate for their 
industry and encourage 
the Legislature to act on 
increased investment for 
our infrastructure?

A:  I’m always willing to hear 
concerns or ideas. Infrastructure 
is a priority across the state 
and even with President 
Trump, so MITA will have a 
lot of opportunities to make 
their voice heard.  

LEGISLATIVE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Continued from page 24
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Drone and UAV services play a 
vital role in today’s construction 
projects. G2 uses drones for 
mapping, monitoring job sites to 
ensure safety and security, aerial 
overviews of completed projects for 
client presentations and approval, 
inspection of bridges and difficult 
structures, and more.
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The company makes no representations or warranties of any kind regarding any benefit or 
service provided. Any service or benefit provided in on an “as is” basis and the Company 
disclaims any express or implied warranties, including without limitation, warranties of 
fitness for a particular purpose, merchantability, or warranties against infringement. The 
Company shall not be liable for any damages or losses, including indirect, consequential, 
special, incidental or punitive damages, lost profits, loss of programs or data, or 
interruption of business activity resulting or caused by the Content. The information 
in these materials should not replace professional advice. Company makes not legal 
representations and potential users of Company’s website, benefits, products or services 
should consult with their own legal, tax, or other professionals before adopting any benefit 
plan or service offered. Company products, benefits, plans or services may vary state-to-
state and are subject to the requirements, terms and conditions of each respective state. 
All products, services, plans and benefits may not be available or recognized in all areas.

some systems and services. 
There are multiple ways that 

hackers could gain access to your 
systems. One common way includes 
a cybercriminal setting up an email 
in such a way that it can appear the 
email is from a trustworthy source. 
The email will often ask for personal 
information, such as bank account 
information or login credentials, or 
the email may ask for you to click on 
a link and login to a source. Once a 
person clicks on a malicious email 
attachment or link, ransomware or 
malware could be downloaded to 
their computer.

Although it is nearly impossible to 

100 percent guarantee security, there 
are steps experts recommend that 
should help to avoid falling victim of 
such cyberattacks. They include:
• Install and keep up to date 

security software on company 
servers and computers.

• Make sure your firewalls are 
enabled and updated regularly 
with security patches.

• Be sure employees are trained 
and up to date on security 
policies and practices. 

• Take extra precautions for mobile 
devices if they are used to 
access your company’s network.

• Secure your company’s Wi-Fi 
network, both at the office and at 
the jobsite.

• Regularly back up data offsite 
or with a trusted cloud storage 
provider.

The construction industry 
is definitely not immune to 
cyberattacks. Taking a “it won’t 
happen to me approach” may be 
perfectly acceptable if your company 
doesn’t use computers to store any 
information about your business and 
if you do not connect to the Internet. 
Since that is not the case for most, 
if not all companies, it may be best 
to consider examining the systems 
your company has in place and to 
take some of the extra precautions 
recommended, particularly if your 
company hasn’t done so already.  

COMMENT—Vice President of Industry Relations

Continued from page 16
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Mariam Robinson
Director of Strategic Affairs

OUTREACH SPOTLIGHT

T hough many hate to admit it, 
social media is very much a 
part of our daily lives, both 

personal and professional. MITA, 
as a 21st century member service 
organization, is no different. With 
that said, MITA works very hard to 
publish only factual and industry-
related information for our members 
through our social media platforms. 
We’re not in the business of starting 
arguments or sharing cat videos. 
We’re on social media to educate, to 
stay current, to keep you informed, 

and to ensure that MITA remains 
the industry voice across the state. 

Are you on Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, Snapchat or all of the 
above? Check out these screenshots 
of what you’re missing by not 
following MITA on social media. Our 
Facebook and Twitter accounts are 
very active, so we hope you’ll take the 
time to follow us. You can find us on 
Facebook and Twitter @thinkMITA. 
Give us a like, a retweet and a 
follow on both platforms today!  

MITA’s On Social Media:
Are You Following Us?

By Mariam Robinson, Director of Strategic Affairs



  WWW.THINKMITA.ORG    31

DEWATERING | BYPASS PUMPING | ONE-PASS TRENCHING | POWER GENERATION

1 0 1 6 2  E .  C O L D W A T E R  R D . ,  D A V I S O N  M I  4 8 4 2 3  •  8 1 0 . 6 5 8 . 3 4 7 2
               

Joseph Ciacchi, Vice President
Phone: 740-590-9827

Henry Williams, Financial Secretary

8 6 6 . M E R S I N O
www.mersino.com 10162 E Coldwater Rd. Davison, MI 48423

DEWATERING    BYPASS PUMPING    ONE-PASS TRENCHING    POWER GENERATION

30thth30th30
EST. 1988

Celebrating
30 years in business

and



32    MITA CROSSSECTION    SUMMER 2018

up and work to expand their 
curriculum. Tom Richardson, 
their Administrator for Business 
Development and Partnerships, 
and MITA are working to explore 
grants that will help fund the 
development of classes aimed at 
our industry. 

Vocational Technology centers 
is where the industry can gain the 
most ground in developing young 
talent with the skills that they need, 
and to develop the interest as well 
for our industry. If your company 

is located in the Van Buren 
region, the Technology Center 
has students that are interested 
in construction. That is a huge 
positive, even though they are 
not yet trained for us specifically. 
Supporting this and other vo-tech 
programs through visits as well 
as job postings if you are after 
young, hard working people, may 
help fill some of your needs. MITA 
would be happy to help set up an 
introduction visit. Also, if you know 
of programs in your region that you 

would like me to contact, please 
forward that information to MITA 
and we will move the programs up 
on our priority list.

The Van Buren Technology 
Center is located at 250 South 
St., Lawrence, Mich., 49064.  
Their webpage is https://www.
vbisd.org/Page/286.  

Continued from page 22

COMMENT—Director of Workforce Development  
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5 Favorite Features of eFleets Mobile
The App that puts the power of Enterprise Fleet Management into the palm of your hands. Discover our 5 Favorite Features below!

Locate the Nearest Preferred Maintenance Facilities 

• View all surrounding vendors who are enrolled in the Enterprise Fleet Management Program – and schedule an appointment directly in the App. 

• Eliminate the need to drive out of the way to find a maintenance facility, plus by using a preferred vendor, your drivers will be in and out of service as quickly as possible. 

• This feature increases productivity and decreases downtime!

Identify the Closest and Least Expensive Fuel Providers  

• Lower your fleet’s overall fuel spend by using the App to determine the most convenient and least expensive fueling options. 

• Maximize your tri-brand discounts by locating fueling stations that participate in the fuel program. 

Check in/out of Pooled Vehicles 

• Rely on a pool of vehicles to operate your organization? With the eFleets App managing vehicles is much easier! Throw away those sign-in sheets. 

• Drivers can now check into their vehicles by using the App. 

• As soon as drivers check into a vehicle, all of the vehicle’s information automatically populates into the App. 

• This also offers you full visibility into who was driving which vehicle and when. 

Update, Log and Track Mileage for Accurate Reporting 

• Accurate mileage is critical to effective fleet management. Set a standard for your drivers to enter their mileage every time they fuel up or at the end of each  month, 
this will enable accurate mileage tracking. 

• With accurate readings – we can proactively manage your fleet, understand each vehicle’s needs and develop a replacement strategy that could save  
thousands of dollars. 

Easy, 24/7 Access to Maintenance and Insurance Cards

• Drivers have access to all vehicle information from their smart phones – to easily access anytime.

• Eliminate the need to move maintenance cards from vehicle to vehicle, or to match the card to the vehicle. 

• Take a photo or upload images of the vehicle’s insurance cards and store them in the App so it’s easily accessible at the time of an accident.

Instruct your drivers to download the App and share these tips. For driver login information, click on “Mobile Access” from the driver profile screen on the client website.  
The driver will receive an email with login information. Once the App is downloaded, your employees will have everything they need – whether they’re in the office or on the road.

Enterprise and the ‘e’ logo are registered trademarks of Enterprise Fleet Management, Inc. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.  
© 2017 Enterprise Fleet Management, Inc. I01553_F
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2018 MITA  
Scholarship Recipients

Nick Quinn
Construction Management 

Northern Michigan University

Elaina Huizenga
Civil Engineering 

Calvin College

Nathaniel Pytlowany
Heavy Equipment Technology 

Ferris State University

Michael Besko 
Maritime Engineering 

Great Lakes Maritime Academy

Jeremy Wolf
Civil Engineering 

Michigan State University

Gregory Iacobelli (photo unavailable)
Construction Management

Wayne State University

Tasha Hicks
Communication Studies 
Wayne State University
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Partner News

Michigan’s Top Engineering and 
Survey Projects Recognized

The American Council of 
Engineering Companies 
(ACEC/M) recently honored 

firms for engineering and surveying 
excellence during the association’s 
annual Engineering and Surveying 
Excellence Awards ceremony. 

The awards that were presented 
are as follows:
•  Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr 

& Huber, Inc.: Firm of the 
Year, Engineering Honorable 
Conceptor Award, Engineering 
Merit Award, and Surveying 
Honorable Conceptor Award.

•  HNTB Michigan, Inc.: 
Engineering Eminent Conceptor 
Award.

•  OHM Advisors: Surveying 
Eminent Conceptor Award.

•  Other firms received an 
Engineering Honorable 
Conceptor Award: HDR, Harley 
Ellis Devereaux, Wade Trim, 
OHM Advisors, and Alfred 
Benesch & Company.

•  Engineering Merit Awards 
were presented to: Anderson, 
Eckstein and Westrick, Inc., 
Progressive AE, Hubbell, 
Roth & Clark, Inc., Wade 
Trim, SmithGroupJJR, NTH 
Consultants, Ltd., Tetra Tech, 
AECOM and NTH Consultants, 
Ltd.

•  Surveying Merit Awards went to: 
Abonmarche Consultants, Inc., 
Spalding DeDecker and Rowe 
Professional Services Company. 

This year’s ACEC/M Vernon B. 
Spalding Leadership Award was 

presented to John Matonich, PS, 
of Rowe Professional Services 
Company to honor his outstanding 
leadership roles in ACEC and 
several community organizations. 
The ACEC/M Felix A. Anderson 
Image Award was presented to 
Thomas M. Doran, PE, FESD, 
of Hubbell, Roth & Clark, for 
his actions and contributions 

to enhance the image of the 
profession.

The Eminent and Honorable 
Conceptor award winners are 
eligible to compete at the National 
ACEC engineering competition in 
Washington, D.C. For complete 
details on the projects and award 
winners, visit www.acecmi.org.  
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Call Matt McClintick, Director of Safety & Compliance
         (517) 347-8336     

Schedule your Safety Training today!
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SUMMER 2018: MITA PAC UPDATE
 First Name  Last Name  Company  Donation

Daniel Fredendall OHM Advisors $300.00

John MacInnis JRM Consulting $200.00

Dave Maas Diversco Construction Co., Inc. $1,500.00

Marc Van Til Give ‘Em A Brake Safety $500.00

Brent Gerken Gerken Paving, Inc. $500.00

Brian Olesky Pamar Enterprises, Inc. $500.00

Brad Poggi HUB International $250.00

Jeremy  Lemke Give ‘Em A Brake Safety $1,000.00

Dan Cortis Cortis Brothers Trucking & Excavating $500.00

Andrew Ross Utility Contracting Co. $250.00

Doug Kaltz Kaltz Excavating Co. $1,000.00

Ed Levy, Jr. Edw. C. Levy Co. $1,000.00

Brandie Meisner M&M Excavating Company $500.00

Alan Chandler VTC Insurance Group $500.00

Robert Wilson Mid Michigan Materials $200.00

John Kloet U.P. Concrete Pipe Co. $1,000.00

Kevin Brenner Brenner Excavating Inc. $500.00

Dale Klett Klett Recycle, Inc. $2,000.00

Derrick Arens Anlaan Corporation $100.00

Rinaldo Acciavatti Pamar Enterprises, Inc. $1,000.00

Robert Adcock Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $2,000.00

David Turner C. A. Hull Co., Inc. $2,500.00

Brian Schember Dan’s Excavating $500.00

Edward Shaffer EJD Trasport $500.00

Chad Listerman CL Trucking & Excavating, LLC $2,000.00

John Lepien CL Trucking & Excavating, LLC $500.00

Darrell Kaltz Kaltz Excavating Co. $6,000.00

Jim Kloote J.E. Kloote Contracting, Inc. $1,000.00

Dennis Rozanski Dan’s Excavating $250.00

Paul Navetta Dan’s Excavating $500.00

Steve Maranowski Spartan Specialties, Ltd. $3,000.00

David Marsh Peninsula Prestress Company $300.00

Paul Marsh Peninsula Prestress Company $300.00

Jim Doescher Dan’s Excavating $500.00

Kurt Shea P.K. Contracting, Inc. $500.00

Scott Bazinet Lowe Construction Company $3,000.00

Ryan O’Donnell Anlaan Corporation $2,000.00

Chris Peyerk Dan’s Excavating $5,000.00

Mark Campbell GM & Sons, Inc. $200.00

Gary Merkey Jackson-Merkey Contractors, Inc. $1,000.00

Steve Jackson Jackson-Merkey Contractors, Inc. $1,000.00

Dan Eriksson Hoffman Bros., Inc. $7,500.00

Ron Lammy Modern Industries, Inc. $1,000.00

Pat Dunigan Dunigan Bros., Inc. $2,500.00

Tom Peake Action Traffic Maintenance $1,000.00

Michael Peake, Jr. Action Traffic Maintenance $1,000.00

Mike Peake, Sr. Action Traffic Maintenance $1,000.00

First Name  Last Name  Company  Donation

Joe  Cook Pro-Tec Equipment $500.00

Andrew Rose Rehmann $250.00 

Robert Nagle Rehmann $250.00 

Evan Weiner Edw. C. Levy Co. $1,000.00 

Karl Schweitzer GM & Sons, Inc. $1,000.00 

Ricky Gallegos GM & Sons, Inc. $150.00 

Sean Morrissey GM & Sons, Inc. $200.00 

Kurk Schweitzer GM & Sons, Inc. $200.00 

Michael Campbell GM & Sons, Inc. $200.00 

Dale Klett Klett Recycle, Inc. $1,500.00 

Ron Acciavatti Pamar Enterprises, Inc. $1,001.00 

John Kloet Upper Peninsula Concrete Pipe Co., Inc. $750.00 

Alex  Williamson Al’s Asphalt Paving Company, Inc. $500.00 

Brent Gerken Gerken Paving, Inc. $500.00 

Ron Measel Ace Cutting Equipment $1,000.00 

Christopher Churches M & M Excavating Company $500.00 

J.W. Fisher Fisher Contracting Company $2,000.00 

Tom Larabel Ferris State University $300.00 

Brandie Meisner M & M Excavating Company $1,000.00 

Ken Nowicki M & M Excavating Company $500.00 

John Landrie M & M Excavating Company $500.00 

Mike Malloure C. A. Hull Co., Inc. $10,000.00 

Dave Pytlowany A.I.S. Construction Equipment Corporation $2,500.00 

Jack  Dykstra Jack Dykstra Excavating, Inc. $1,000.00 

Mike Miller VTC Insurance Group $500.00 

M. Todd Chartier M.L. Chartier Exc., Inc. $2,500.00 

Luke Fleischmann Ferguson Waterworks $500.00 

John Zito Zito Construction Co. $500.00 

Nathan  Wagenmaker Anlaan Corporation $100.00 

Mike Corrigan Corrigan Oil Co. $1,000.00 

Tom Horton Centurion Insurance Agency $200.00 

Kurt Shea P.K. Contracting, Inc. $500.00 

Dave Sturrus Grand Valley Concrete Products $750.00 

Jason McLelland VTC Insurance Group $500.00 

Jacquie Katterman Katterman Trucking, Inc. $300.00 

Frank DiPonio DiPonio Contracting, Inc. $1,500.00 

Bob Nobbs Edw. C. Levy Co. $500.00 

Jeremy Lemke Give ‘Em A Brake Safety $2,000.00 

Amy Trahey Great Lakes Engineering Group $1,002.00 

Darrell Kaltz Kaltz Excavating, Co., Inc. $1,000.00 

Douglas Kaltz Kaltz Excavating, Co., Inc. $1,000.00 

James Pieprzak T.R. Pieprzak Company $200.00 

Terry Pieprzak T.R. Pieprzak Company $200.00 

Rod Mersino Mersino Dewatering, Inc. $1,000.00 

John MacInnis JRM Consulting LLC $100.00 

Dan Timmer Diversco Construction Co., Inc. $1,500.00 

Donn Ellis CSI Geoturf $500.00 
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MEMBER NEWS

Promotions
HRC is pleased to announce 
the appointment of seven 
new associates:

•  Melissa A. Coatta, P.E., 
began working for HRC as a 
field observer in 2001, while 
finalizing her engineering 
degree. She hired on full-time 
in 2002 and has been serving 
municipal and private clients.

•  Michael P. Darga, P.E., has 
been with HRC since 1998. 
He oversees the operations of 
HRC’s Howell office, and serves 
municipal and private clients.

•  Brian K. Davies, P.E., has 
been with HRC since 2009. As a 
project engineer he has gained 
experience managing design 
and providing construction 
administration services for 
various regional projects.

•  James E. Scholl, P.E., has 
39 years within the industry. 
As a senior project engineer, 
his experience covers water, 
wastewater, stormwater, 
and natural systems for 
municipal, industrial and 
government agency clients.

•  Matthew G. Slicker, P.E., 
began working for HRC in 1994. 
He has been a senior project 
engineer for site/civil engineering 
services throughout Michigan.

•  James J. Surhigh, P.E., began 
working for HRC in 1997. He 
has been responsible for the 
design and management of 
municipal utility and road 
projects during his tenure.

•  Trevor S. Wagenmaker, 
P.E., began his journey with 
HRC in 2011. He has 27 years 
of experience in design of 
municipal wastewater and water 
treatment facilities, combined 
sewer overflow treatment 
facilities, pumping stations, 
elevated/ground water storage 
facilities, sanitary sewer, 
watermain and storm sewer 
utilities, raw water intakes, 
roadways, bridges and dams.  

G2 Consulting Group
www.g2consultingroup.com

G2 Consulting Group has been 
awarded a contract to provide 
geotechnical and construction 
materials testing and engineering 
services on the multi-million 
dollar streetscape project on Old 
Woodward Avenue through the 
heart of downtown Birmingham.

As part of the assignment, G2 
Consulting will provide geotechnical 
engineering and materials testing 
services, including exploratory 
borings, vibration consulting, backfill 
compaction testing associated 
with underground construction, 
and paving materials testing, 
including laboratory testing 

Hubbell, Roth & Clark, Inc.
www.hrcengr.com

 Comprehensive Geotechnical 
Engineering Services

 

Foundations
Excavation Support Systems

Construction Support
Groundwater

Tunneling
Flood Control

Forensic Engineering & Litigation
Coastal Planning & Engineering

Geotechnical Support Services
Instrumentation & Vibration Monitoring

Bridge Monitoring

GEI designs solutions for a unique 
mix of challenges, such as tight space, 
neighboring buildings, contamination, 

complex regulations, community concerns 
and more!

www.geiconsultants.com

For information call: 734.680.1598                      Offices in Lansing, Ann Arbor, and Marquette
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Construction takes teamwork. 
And trust.

butzel.com

No matter what you construct, trust the attorneys 
at Butzel Long’s Construction practive to be with 
you every step of the way. With deep industry 
knowledge in everything from government 
relations to project management to business 
and commercial litigation, solving problems 
and getting results is what we do, from bidding 
to – and beyond – completion. 

Eric J. Flessland
P: 313.983.6901
C: 734.778.1964

Jim Urban
P: 517.372.4385
C: 517.930.4185
urban@butzel.com

Michael C. Decker
P: 517.372.4928
C: 248.379.6602
decker@butzel.com

Paul M. Mersino
P: 313.225.7015
C: 313.269.2651
mersino@butzel.com

MEMBER NEWS

services. G2 managed similar activities 
on the recent award-winning streetscape 
project in downtown Fenton, Mich.

“Streetscapes are tricky, expensive 
and extremely critical elements for any 
city, especially when they’re in a major 
commercial district as this one is,” said 
Jim Berry, P.E., project manager. “The 
Birmingham project is designed to create 
an even more inviting and safe commercial 
district. At the same time, the city will make 
important infrastructure upgrades.”

G2 Consulting is working with general 
contractor Angelo Iafrate Construction 
Co. Work was scheduled to begin in 
March, weather permitting, and is slated 
to be completed in July. Phases two and 
three will follow in 2020 and 2022.  

CORRUGATED STEEL PIPE
WATERMAN GATES

GEOTEXTILE FABRICS

SANDUSKY
400 Stoney Creek Drive

Sandusky, MI 48471
810-648-3000

Fax: 810-648-3549
www.jensenbridge.com
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ARTBA NEWS

House Panel Passes $2.8 Billion Highway Funding Boost

The House Transportation, Housing and Urban 
Development Appropriations Subcommittee 
May 16 approved legislation that would provide 

a record of nearly $50 billion in federal highway 
investment and exceed authorized funding levels 
for the transit and airport construction programs. 
Subcommittee Chairman Mario Diaz-Balart 
(R-Fla.) authored the bill.

The measure builds on the two-year 
budget agreement reached in March by 
the Trump administration and bipartisan 
congressional leaders to significantly 
increase domestic and defense discretionary 
spending in FY 2018 and FY 2019. The 
pact enabled the FY 2018 government-wide 
spending package signed into law March 22 
to add close to $5 billion in General Fund 
supplemental transportation spending. The 
FY 2019 House bill adds $4.25 billion from the 
General Fund for federal highway programs 
to the $45.27 billion authorized as part of the 
2015 FAST Act surface transportation law.

The resulting $49.5 billion in highway 
investment would be a 14.4 percent increase 
in two years and a $9 billion increase since 
2015 enactment of the FAST Act.

Federal transit and aviation construction 
programs would also receive increases. 
Transit capital programs would see a $310 
million addition to the FAST Act approved 
funding level of $2.3 billion. This is in contrast 
to the Trump administration’s FY 2019 budget 
proposal to zero out funding for this program. 
Furthermore, the Airport Improvement 
Program (AIP) current funding level of $3.35 
billion would be augmented by an additional 
$500 million.

The popular TIGER Grant program, 
a discretionary multimodal program 
administered by the U.S. Department of 
Transportation and renamed by the Trump 
administration as BUILD grants, would receive 
$750 million under the House bill. This would 
be a decrease of $750 million from FY 2018 
level of $1.5 billion.

The passage of the bill by the subcommittee begins 
the months-long process to finalize FY 2019 funding 
for the federal transportation programs. While both the 
House and Senate have pledged to pass appropriations 

Continued on page 44
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EXCEPTIONAL  
Customer Service 

Warranty: Chevrolet & GMC fleet 
vehicles are covered by a 5 years 
/ 100,000 miles powertrain 
warranty. GM’s warranty is fully 
transferable.  This means if fleet 
vehicles are disposed prior to the 
expiration of the coverage, the 
remaining warranty coverage is 
transferred to the second owner. 
This could increase the resale 
value of your fleet vehicles 

Technology: GM Fleet offers a 
wide range of technology 
solutions to fit your needs. 
From 4GLTE Wifi-capable 
vehicles to a multitude of 
telematics solutions like 
Commercial Link and OnStar. 
Our solutions are designed 
to safely transform your fleet 
vehicles into a mobile office. 

Service: GM has the 
largest dealer network in 
U.S., which means 
servicing your vehicles will 
never be a challenge. GM 
was ranked highest in 
Sales and Service 
Satisfaction by J.D. 
Power.  

Lilian Iskander 
Fleet Account Executive 
M: (201) 273 - 0856  
E: Lilian.Iskander@gm.com    

GREAT  
Products 

INNOVATIVE  
Business Solutions 

Michael Rhoads 
Commercial District Manager 
M: (313) 580-5948 
E: Michael.Rhoads@gm.com 

We’re in the 
creating solutions
for your business

business.

G E N E R A L  M O T O R S  F L E E T
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Event dates are subject to change. For the most up-to-date  
information, and to register, please visit www.thinkmita.org.

July 11
MITA Metro Golf Outing
Twin Lakes Golf Course 

Oakland

July 26
MITA Board Meeting

Crystal Mountain | 9 a.m.

July 26–29
MITA Summer Conference

Crystal Mountain 
Thompsonville

August 16 
MITA Central Golf Outing

Eagle Eye Golf Club 
East Lansing

September 18
MITA Board Meeting

Country Club of Lansing  
Lansing | 9 a.m.

September 27
MITA Wild Game Dinner

Palazzo Grande 
Shelby Township | 6 p.m.

December 11
MITA Western Holiday Party

The Waldron Public House Grand 
Rapids | 11:30 a.m.

December 14
MITA Board Meeting

Country Club of Lansing 
Lansing | 9 a.m.

December 14
MITA Central Holiday Party

Country Club of Lansing 
Lansing | 11:30 a.m.

December 20
MITA Metro Holiday Party

Somerset Inn 
Troy | 11:30 a.m.

bills individually rather than in large 
packages—as has been the recent 
norm—chances of most getting 
through the House and Senate before 
FY 2019 begins on Oct. 1 are slim.

The supplemental General Fund 
infrastructure spending in FY 2018 
and 2019 is welcome and Congress 
should be applauded for recognizing 
increasing investment in the nation’s 
transportation programs is long 

overdue. But the March budget 
agreement does not extend to FY 
2020, which means the potential 
for decreased spending from FY 
2019 levels. For example, the FAST 
Act authorizes $47.1 billion for the 
highway programs in FY 2020—or 
$3.2 billion less than the House-
proposed FY 2019 level.

This dynamic could add to the 
uncertainty faced by states as 
Highway Trust Fund (HTF) revenue 
shortfalls return beginning Oct. 1, 

2020. This situation reinforces the 
message Transportation Construction 
Coalition 2018 Fly-In participants 
delivered in May to Congress: Fix the 
Highway Trust Fund Now!

ARTBA will continue to push 
for maximum transportation 
infrastructure investment as the FY 
2019 appropriations process moves 
forward and remind Capitol Hill and 
the Trump administration of the 
urgent need for a permanent HTF  
fix.  

Continued from page 42



HELPING YOU BUILD

ON YOUR SUCCESS

248.244.3000  |  www.doeren.com
Florida  |  Michigan  |  North Carolina  |  Texas

Audit  l  Tax  l  Job Costing  l  Cost Certification  |  Litigation Support
Internal Control and Fraud Analysis  l  Payroll  l  Insurance

Doeren Mayhew is proud to serve the specialized 
needs of more than 300 contractors nationwide. 
Whether you are a mid-size specialty company or 
a general contractor doing business globally, we 
can help you achieve your goals more effectively.

Call Doeren Mayhew’s Construction Group 
today and put more than 85 years of industry 
experience to work for you.
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Engineering Stronger Communities
For nearly a century, we’ve been solving complex engineering 
challenges to maximize the value of your infrastructure investments. 
We adapt our work processes to fit the unique demands of each 
project using a collaborative, friendly style. The result?  
Solutions you can stand behind.

800.482.2864 
www.wadetrim.com 



Our 14,000 members bring 
unsurpassed safety, unity, 
pride, and productivity to 
every job site. 

We also build solid careers. 
BBy receiving the BEST skilled 
trades training available, our 
apprentices become highly 
qualiied, certiied and 
employed, and our 
journeypersons are 
consistently training on the 
nenewest equipment and 
standards.

WE KEEP MICHIGAN RUNNING

WE BUILD. WE OPERATE. WE MAINTAIN.

COREY CHANDLER

Operating Engineers 324/ Business Manager: Douglas W. Stockwell
www.OE324.org

Operating Engineers 324 Graduated Apprentice
2017 Michigan Apprentice Steering Committee Inc. Award Winner




