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CALL 1888 CAT RENT TODAY!
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Introducing...
FieldManager®
Contractor

Al of the functionality of
FieldManager® Read-Only, plus:

Create discrepancy reports
Create a daily progress
discrepancy by item
Establish the basis of a
subcontract

Easily calculate a
subcontractor total dollar
amount

Import your Expedite™ Bid
(.ebs) file

Track costs of personnel and
equipment per day

Create payment reports for — _
subs i‘“’a"ab'e

Spring
2009

.

Bid Express®

[ ]
FieldManager®
FieldManager Read-Only®
/ Estimator™
AASHTO Trnseport®

www.infotechfl. products/field  info@infotechfl.com ¢ 352-381-4400

WORKING FOR YOU



The Good, The Bad & The Ugly

MITA's newest safety DVD gives viewers
a fast-paced overview of trench safety.
Contact MITA to sign up for this exciting
experience, 517-347-8336.

Grant funding provided by: MITA and Michigan
[e! Safety and Health Administrati
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Letters
to MITA

Dear Rob:

making me eel  part of them!
Sandy Weaver
Premare

Dear Glenn:

Our
on aclearday). Unfortunately one of the chalenges s tht we have o haul off
fyou

eve have the chance,byall mans wellove to have you it th e
Tom Diforio
Jay Dee Contractors. .

Seize Control

Dear Pat:
Weat g s our
sy separa vimally
MIOSHA. lignite-fre sand at compedive prices. Controled qualty has made.
. ik )
[l Technicians

numerousreglations and the employes at Utity ontracting Co, willngness
10 follow thesafety procedures i place

Bil Gillam
Safty Dirctor
Contracting Co

Dear B
Great investment returns can still b found today, But anyone vith any
notbe.

found on Wal Stee,they will be found with ou filies and on Main Stree,

lofour M

Steets! MITA s thewise shopkeepe down the steet tht we can count on for
evod counsel, expert advic,training opportunities and for highly respected
poltcl represntation,

In exchange for a nominal quatery investment your offic has ghven us
acces tothe ollowing servics in 2005,

> Consultation services by Lt Dae Bordenu (retted).  His experence

Contiues onpg. 10

W S ADOT-Gertfied QC/Q4 Labs
0010007 S Producs
14 Locations in SE Michigan
W Conerete/ishalt Aggregates W Base il Mateial
W DecorativeRofing Stone W USGA Golf Course Sand
W epticStone. W Road Gravel W ason Sand
Seizeyour phone and call (313) 429-LEVY.

Or contact our web sie: wwaeduclery.com




Letters to MITA cousronss

and adsice helped us defend  trucking
violation that s incorecly writen by an
nexperienced officer. We were succssfl in
our defens nlrge part due to Lt. Bordeats
involvement

busines practics;s0, when MITA leaned.
of our contract dispute, you office quicly
became imolved and elered us to the
highly respectd legal im of Butzel m@
Once it became cler o us tat the cons

our norml economic cycles. During that. perod
that spans more than 30 years,

consistently improved. That beng the scope and
qualty ofthose services, which MITA provides
it membersip and has grown to a poin, which

po
offce wasableto uickyassisusinesoling
MISS Dig conflts that were causing us st
downtime. Your asistance with contaet.
names and phone. mumbers gt us buck 1o
work much quicer than would have been
R

n the subject of MISS Dig, we avaled
gt opportunity 1o refesh our
emploees knowledg of the MISS Dig Act

of a fir and pu etin
was ot going to happen without a fght,
we engaged Erc Flesand of Butzel Long
to tepresent and protect our interests,
You could not have defrrd us ta 3 finer

back in 1970, We
consider ourslves fotanate to e assocated with
the fine men and women of MITA and we would
ik o acknowledg that mong al the profesional
services o company has sought out ove the past

are 4 paty to. Rab Coppersmith trveled
from Okemos to a jobste in Wyandote to
conduct  very impressive on st program.
withall of our field employes. Safeyis very

gentleman, 3
5 6 £ e 5 (s whkh MITA has providdtoour company
His detaed Knowledge of consirction you for all you have done for us over
hispeers, mm many yars
including opposing counsels, was quickly  ofoutstanding service o your membership.
Benand Jake Difoio

at time when we needed i, Your reerence.
to Flessland and. of course, Fsslands wise
counsel and exellent legal epresentation o
our im enabled us to preval in our clam

DiPonio & Moreli Construction Cs.

Dear ik,
Yestrday’s unfavorsbe ovtcome was 1
r

ith o doubt, improved

o all us, but T want you to know.

the working envionment o countes

>
sour Toolb Talks fr our safly meetings:

associaton inany otherstat,thatcan offr
deep commitment 1o the safetyoft

‘workes in thi tte and thepublic alrge

> e set aside a day to attend the
MIOSHA Super Conference.  Under one.
roof and i one day we educte ourselves
in dispute avoidance and other important
contract issues from highly experienced
construction attoreys ke Eric Flesand
and Jim Urban of Butzel Long, we retesh
our CPR and First

and on bealfof allof us put nto the. pasage of
legisation. 1t is hard to defin what the phrase

penotrometers and we have a complete
binder of Materal Saety Data Sheets that

legiators when road and bridge nfastructure is
crumblingbfor theieyes! | know wevillegroup

> MITA vas who we caled when we had 2
disagreement with the udit ests of our
annual union finge benefit audit. MITA
quickly and fuirly resohed the items in
queston, which saved us a gest amount of
time and efort,

> Oursmall PAC contrbution, when combined

certifcation, e lear th atest n accident
prevention and safety communicaton at
the MIOSHA training seminars, we can be.
trained in MDOT claims procedures, Dais
Bacon rate determination and the latest in
rafc contol rles and regulations. The

o s i e
given us 2 common wice it whi
e can addres the mumerous lqlxmwz
purties that play  dirct role i the utue
funding of the projects to meet our sttes
many infrastructre nosds, and our work

traning is unmatched by any orgunization
‘wehaveeve ben assoiated vith.

> This past year we became imobed in 2
contract dispute with @ public agency.
MITA has ahvays been an advocate of fir

but vanted you
1o Ko that KCRCand 1 support MITA ad Mike:
Nystrm.
JonE e
Managing Direcor
KentCouny Road Commisson
G,
st wantd o send you ik e tanking
o and Doug for your help this summer o our
s at the Aipor
Yourhelp ceringp the contact nguageand
e specfcations and hepingus vith our position
and the imolement of fames Urban bough this
potntally cosly s 0 paines end. st one
membership

the e of a MITA membet. Since we irst became

and support of MITA current, Agin thank you for

ot of ups and downs in our returns on investment
as ur businesscyce followed close on the el of

Kein Hager.President
yCon .

WINTER | 2009




Vember: Voice: Whatis youropmionofitermiimitss

From time to time we ask MITA members questions about issues of importance to the industry.
Some of the answers are then published in this magazine.

Our question this time: ‘Do you feel that the Michigan Legislature fs more o less effective with
term limits, elicited our largest response to date with more than 10 percent of our members re-

sponding.  The overwhelming majority said they believe legislators are less

Here are samples of the responses:

with term limits

ing goal,there should be a method to emove.

the governing body over 200 years ago was the
cortect way. They were taken away from their

theend ofa term.

time, then they returned back to ther vay of
e, Today w are more concerned about geting
reelected and making a career out of poiics,

Term limits have been an abject falure.
“The original purpose was o weed out inclec-

with term limits.

Background Regarding Term Limits

In November 1992 Michigan voters
approved by the sizable margin of 59-41
percent an amendment Lo the state con-

with. W have created a monste o excess go-
i back. Ifwe

tive policans
Unforuntel, oo knoedge iors

dontgo back to our oots soon, we willall be
back on thefarm with our team of horses.
David Tersigni

Now e have
inexperienced decte bodicsthatdepend on the
Iobbyits to educate them on issues.Election
costs have skyrocketd o bool. | prefer the old
b,

ol
“Tom DiPonio

person may serve n various public office.
These lifetime limits affect offceholders
swom into offce on or after January 1,
199,

P Linited to two terms are govermor,

“They would be held more accountabl for
Ira

legislator Knows he will be re-cecte over and
ver, e he has les nterest i the issues that

Term limis are  disaster for our state
Michigan faces tremendous challenges from

Shane Lemke

Give Ema Brake Sfty

Puts a timelne i place for the offcal to
prodiuce and b productive.

Mike Hiestand

temsltons e ol el
roduction and. infastructure
inding o e mitd envionmen he

attorney general, and state senators
(terms ofoffice are four years).
Linited to thre terms are stte rep-
resentatves (term of office is two
years).

v

igate our stte through these important issues
e with unelected bureatcrats and lobbyists.

andiflessthan half a term i served in

Poltcal servie should not be a career. It

politicians are shvays running
o re-lection and ot ffectively srving the
public

Ray Cousineau

are necessary 1o effctvely shape public policy
arenot ableo occur due to the short time mem-
bers are in offic. Term limits shit the povier
‘avay fom the people of Michigan and they re-
duce the accountablity of our clcted offcals.
For the sake of our stat, term limits should be

i
limitation.
Note that limits are not imposed on the
‘number of offices in which a person may
serve only on the nurmber of terms she or

Daniel . Accinvati u
| ive with term limits Donareries bl
Weelec thelegiature based upon capabil- Though t seemee like a good idea when it eition06/text/issuesfissue-59.tm.

ites and what we fel they bring 10 the positon.
Ifthey've peforming wel,why it thei uture
potential with  term lmit. Rather than imitan

was first introduced,term limits have e to
improve the legislative process. In fact, they
edof-

experienced
el gt spcic sl ht cinide with

E

WINTER | 2009

Our elect
ficial il o act on any bill tha s even remotely

Concines onpg. 47




LOUNSBURY

EXCAVATING, INC.

CONTACTS:
MICHAEL LOUNSBURY, pesident
MBLounsbury@LounsburyExcavating.com

Having gronn up withthe famiy businss:

St Loy, Wik ool h buses 5o o e conpny
Whie watching company as general manager Mike
aped th use of new tecnologyin each department as wel s the
computeraulomation and GPS racking o eld equpent.

WILLIAM (BILL) LOUNSBURY, fold opera

L

B, the other sonof gren up with the family busine
o ooty B o, Tt s s

natingand scheduing up o 35 employees and equipmenton 10-15

profcts at any ime. He implemented te compule auomaton of

field ecuipment and trains all operators.

MICHAEL HIESTAND, vice presiden,

business development and e;bmalwrg s

MHiestand@LounsburyExci

Nk ns e voved or e
i o e o e

ing and bidding new pojects, purchasing, company markeing, as

wellas coordinaling ob-te management, and overseeing he pr

ect management furcions.

MICHAEL L. LOUNSBURY, poject manager
MLLounsbury@LounsburyExcavating.com
Mike (e 5on o MichaelLounsbury)has been wit the company
He has a degree in busin esten Mich-
sty and has been a key in the ompu
s oceng nd GPS g e pract
es hands-on problem sofvingwihte e personnel

JEFF LOUNSBURY, field operatons
JLounsbury@LounsburyExcavating.com

Jef, i the sonof Nichael Lounsbury, s  talerted operator wha
made the leap o management by assising the feld wih day to
day operatons and schecuing of manpower. Wih the company
o 3 ks closely with the equipment
mainenance and repar department.

i mia m cross-section

Lounsbury Excavating, Inc, has a unique outlaok on the current eco-
nomic situation that has impacted everyones bottom-ine,
Michael Hiestand, Estimating Manager and Vice President for the Paw
Pav-based company,puts it this way:
“When we went to this years MITA annual conference we had first

coming up? said Hiesand, who has worked in th industry for 22 years,
“But we came away from the conference with a different mindset, What
e do o MITA 0 help the st

Hiestand said it is not an issue if what MITA does directly helps
Lounsbury, which s founded in 1945 by Start Lounsbury and sold to
e e R e T S
their sons, and Hie

“Ifit helps the mumv it helps our region, so it helps allof s? Hi-
estand said. “This compe y but we donit want tosee
Companis g barkeptbcae s el he s

at “ask what you can do foryour country” atitude also shows in

the project that Lounsbury is mast proud of i recent years. The com-
pany executives were part of the core steering commitiee group for
the Paw Paw Community Funded, Community Built Super-Playground
Structure, which as complted last year. The planning began in 2007 as
‘community members worked on fundraising,design and construction,
Al labor and equipment towards the site construction was donated by

ounsbury. In addition, employees donated hours for planning meet-
ings and construction.

“Lounsbury is well-known in Paw Pay for doing 90 percent of all

aintenance and repai

projects in the city that are related to roads,
50 we were happy we could give back to the community and that our
Hiestand sai.

cation time to help”
ving back to the community aside, Lounsbury is also known for

work in the community that has arisen from the Kalamazoo Promise
Zone P ced in November 2005, the

Kalamazoo Public School disrict, Behind the schalarship program is

the region through a substantial investment i public education, ac-
Uplohnl

anew model for communty revitalization and change the way policymak-
ersthink about K-16 education.
Two years ago Lounsbury Excavating began to fel e positive impact
K theare

first mew schol to be buil in 30 years. Then the economic ripple effect
came and housing demand rose. This resulted in two subdivision projects
for Lounsbury

lotof

i s
ties, and handle foundations and retaining walls” Hiestand said. “This is



LounsBuRY EXCAVATING, INcC.
www.LounsburyExcavating.com
MITA member since 1997

32673 East Red Arrow Highway
Paw Paw, Mich. 48079

Phone: 269-657-4446
Fax 269-657-4884

Speciawes: 27, 39, 73,90

Contractors: Excavation, Earthwork, Site

our bread and
yjob that vants!

R S ——
ects o the horizon, i addition tojobs they are finishing from last year.
One is another school project in Kalamazoo; the oher is @ casino ad-

rativesite in Dowagiac.

been an estimator and I have never wor

for ed ¢
“The pblc ket ey he, and
ing in from out of the are, there is more competiton.
However, we have no pla
the Indiana border to Al

Louiubicy s tayog ahead of the cire i thei region by s~

hard to ge a joby” he said
with bidders comi

spand outside of ur teritory which is
and the lakeshore to Battle

each project coming through the estimating depart-

ment by means of state of the art computer software

tems. The software calculates exact volumes of materia

ST S G

work project by raising and lowering elevations. Print-outs giv

e avers o e dimensonlvew ofthe e prﬂdurt

S0 problem areas can be id
“This detailed advance work keeps every projs

et Hiestand said. “This system is fairly new to the industry in our

market ara, and it helps us keep costsin line”

miTA u cross-section [



Jensen Bridge & Supply Company has been a “Friendly
ouse of service” providing customers with steel and con
struction products for nearly 100 years

T s e coged s s ot
uets; steel oofing and s

guard rail, campf
+ie i an s e an ainun

dow wells; geotext
products. The company has a manufacturing and distribu-
tion plant in Sandusky, Mich., and Wauseon, Ohio, and dis-
tribution offces in Grand Rapids, Mich.

To continue to manufacture and sel products during the
current economic tmes, Jensen Bridge weathers the storm
with the same optimisic attude that has carried them

Weare keeping in close touch with our customers.” sa

Dalle Chambers, sales manager, who has been with the com-  ich Do

pany fo 35 years. “We arealso working hrder o find where

press brak

the jobs are, because there have not been  lot
ofjob.

Company President. Roger Loding knows
these diffcul imes are similar o the 19505, and.
slightly reminiscent of the depression endured
by the company’s founder. When the company
was founded in 1912, it focused on manufac
turing culverts. By the 19405 it diversified nto,
farm procducts, such as fencing, which became.
less than viable by 1982. Today, the company
maintains & focus in the agricultural area by

teel aofing and siding.
In addition to steel roofing the company
produces culverts and aluminum products on

their 17-acre site in Sandusky. They also dis-

tribute guardrais,

otextiles and fberglass

CONTACTS

Jensen Bridge

& Supply Company -
Headquarters

[ ———
Members since 1993

400 Smney Creek
ic

Sandus} h. 48471
#10.646.3000

Phon:
Fax: 810-648-3549

Limma = cross-section

oger Loding, president,

rogeri@jensenbridge.com
Dale Chambers,

Sales Manager
dalec@jensenbridge.com
Dave Schmidt
o
daves@ijensenbridge.com

Marcle J. Kolakovich
Controller
e e

Bill Merriman

urchasing Agent
bill@jensenbridge.com
Randy

Sales,
vandyu@lenienbndge com



reinforced plastic panes,

(Geotextilesare permeable
ey, Frone o Merci Koo, Tina Pzsgay, AgriBar, Vronica Dowing,Trr Dion,
brics whichwhen e in L e Wi Ry O o ot

association with sil, have

the abilty to separate, e, rinforce, protect, ot drain.

municipaites, and drain commissions, with the rest of the products being sod to mberyards. The corrugated

i adva managers faced with replacing or rehabiltating
bridges. One of the most pip
steel low A speed afnstal » beneit

Although the economy of corrugated steel
pipe and other pwdmn have ‘stuck with us Hm 4 ik snd hin Lding bough the company long with is
brother-in-la y pany was founded by a man named
Parker, Loding sad, and in 1923 Andy Joyd g Later.in
1960, Al Loding (Rogers ather) became general manager. In

1962, Andy Jensen passed away an his sons, Keith and Paul
Jensen, became major owners. Over the yars the company
has grown to have 65 loyal employees, many of whom have
been with Jensen a ong time.

Now, probably more than ever. Loding and Chambers
said, it is important for Jensen Bridge and Supply to be ac-
tive with ther associations, which helps them network vith
customers. In the past, MDOT bid lettngs offered those op-
portunities, Loding and Chambers remember; bu, vith the
switch to electronic bid lettings, they know those days are
lor

MITA is a stzong voice with MDOT and the state?” said
whois also very active with the County Road Asso-

ciation of Michigan and the Michigan Association of County

Drain Commissioners. “MITA helps our customers, and .
ot ith, Gordon Scors, an Fon Graues menufactun

ge & Supply - Grand Rapids

Tina Pozsga,
Sales, Thumb and West Michigan
tinap@jensenbridge.com

T Sinons Another branch is located in Wauseon, Ohio

Grand Rapids, Mich. 49512
Phone: 616-940-2660 | Fax: 616-940-0169

Kevin Si
Sales, Southeastern Michigan 9610 County Road 14, Wauseon, OH 43567
kevins@jensenbridge.com

Geo textiles, Erosvon Control Materials, Pipe: Corrugat-
ed Metal, Plastic; Storm Water Management & Related
Materials

MITA u cross-section



VALENTI Representing

cRANDLER TRAVELERSJ

NSURANCE GROUP

INSURANCE
& BONDING

General Insurance * Surety Bonds

1175 West Long Lake Rd. Suite 200 * Troy, MI 48098
248-828-3377

Fax 248-828-4290 - Bonding
248-828-3741 - Insurance

e-mail: mmiller@vtcins.com

www.vtcins.com
Al Chandler Bob Trobec Mike Miller Jeff Chandler
Del Valenti Joe McIntyre Jim Boland Teresa Casey
fan Donald Kathy Irelan Julie Rourke Gary J. Beggs
Rod Gawel Tom Skuza Ken Boland Ken Kelbert
TimOMalley  Jason McLelland Chad Teague

Ini
e,



The brif information should nclude your
name,company name and the place you vis-
itd. We have been publshi

members hunting ta
‘youare welcome t join this “exclusiveclub
Thanks in advance foryour participation.

i Dossher D' Excvating ) and Bob Adock
lafote Consirucio drgafer the Ociober 200BMITA
Board Mooting at Hunter's idge in Oford, Mich

Trusted profrssionabs delivering America’s idntructure slutions

004822864 | wiwwadedrien com

mima = cross-section I



Executive Vice President.Comment

There s Tt argumen. The pub-

‘We Must Get Our House in Order

enacting o that demonstrated god. sound public poiy. In the apinion

sate
officals has tanked. - Prcious il is  the Leidlture has somehovs st their vill o tacle ssues that il move
fon 1o create an atmosphere  this state forward inthese chllnging times,
o the expansion and retntion.  The new mania n Lansing i cealy “no new taxes” Candidates are
of Michigaris and
parisan il g T g

Hisory tllsusthat it has hvays
been this way. 1f we go back in time

o — enough,imposing  surcharge o business. None of
these moves has resulted n increased employment but rther wasdesigned

Herés one example.
Diviog o 194 g of o il oo
sifted from a gant ystem (0. loan system. As 3 esult most, if no all,
b edrd s o g gl T st sl dti s i
that th

pleasfo jobs,jobs and mre jobs. 11 vas during the st lgisltivesesion
that MITA provided them with the limte obs program

it thebonus of actuallyprovidinga product a well s ajob. I talking of
course, about our proposal o restructure the method of unding our state:

that cared it

il

Tn 1997, we drafted a bill that mandted the inclsion of a DSC i all

that the Legislature didt have the stomach for any incresse in texes no

public vorks contrcts. This obviously vas in
DSCsand

It they may be in i jobs as well as:

Recognivin the fsimess sutounding ths issue,the Michigan Legis-
Jature unanimously passe the bill and sent. it to Goverr Engler fo his
sgnature. The governor without explanation, veloed the il Undetrre,
it was reintroduced and.once agan,was sent to then Gorernor Engle by

i a handful o il under

consideraton for “lame duck” ession; but, while we made it o the dnce,

we didithave  partnee. At lasta portion ofthe eadership team n Lan
oved

Inshor,

dtime,

We il be back at i tisegslaive sssion because the suvival of ur

approved by the Legislture for  third time, set o Governo Engle, and
‘wasfinallysgned nto L as Public Act 57 o 195
The i

1998 the DSC issue wasdeemed t b good pblicplics Today it ppears

P

ringshollow
Concinues onpo. 19

STUART,
FRANEY,
MATTHEWS &
CHANTRES, P.C.

Certified Public Accountants

28525 Orchard Lake Road
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
(248) 324-2200 Fax (248) 324-8888

www.sfme-pe.com

Construction Industry Specialists
Accounting

Business and
Tax Planning

BT vt = cross-section



MITA Members In Between Battling Unions

By Donald H. Scharg
BodmanLLP

I this diffcl. 1o the work, freartobe

. ghting but fght-

with uions making
lms for work perormed by anther union, ki facor but preference ill
ot be control
nploy considered

sgnment ofwork. "

3 Pt pracice Minor excepions do ot outweigh the emploers stated
nion. Recenty s
thy should do when faced vith competing clims o work. 4. Areaand industy practic. Evidence i presened s t how othr em-
National Labor Relation Board (NLES') o

Secton 10(K) of the National Labor Relations Act (NLRX. Section 10) i

5
epresnted by both unions have the sils and triing to perform the
work,

petng cims”)and a least. Jawul on
work (1 The
e ThisNLRB N
Jabor con-
submit writen Washinglon D.
dence and
ten proided, they are s
n
anling. 1o be decided
B ih
Witnesses are- presure an employer whil the mater is

Icdin 3 dtplon of e i ok Ptogaph nd s afthe
disputed vork can beprese

being decided
Tabor ractic harge will e dismissed il o theparties comply with .

T

1 Pror NL

members must be igiant to avid being canght in the middiebetween tyo

e
the employees vod fo  rion,the lbor contacts will be examined.

times,

Donald 1.5

Somet
netheror only one of the labor contracts will It the isputed work.

s pacice
st to presenting emplyers inlborand empioyment matters. Don Sharg

 reter fator. When both unions have similar labor contrct clims

Executive Vice President Comment

Continue frompg. 18

73601

CorriGAN PROPANE

/A Division of CORRIGAN OIL CO

and allows for

Horme esting + Gonstruction et

or stte.
1t simply good public polcy 0 dos0.
To contact Bob Patzer, exmail him
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etbobpatzer@mia.com
or call 517-347.8336.

775 N. Second « Brighton, M 48116
(810) 229-6323 + (800) FAST-OIL
Fax (810) 2294970




Vice President of Government

& Public Relations Comment

The Use of Common Sense

and Logic in Lansing

As we begin each new year, it seems we regulary reflct back on
the previous year and look forward to the opportunities of the up-
coming year. There are those who would probably warn us not to
constantly look in the rear view mirror, or to ook oo far ahead, but

experience.
Obviously, our number

ane goal continues to be.

creased funding for Mic

tolive in the present. In our posit 3 we

1d

around us on a day-to-day bas
Fistof alllooking back on mry fonghyeurin 208 MIT did

help our entire industry to

up as one for the record o industry continues o

back to work already lgglesmely pushing n very dicction, i
help reach

struggle.

albough 1 tobe true, 1

learn o
psbtvsie pportuniies i 2005

that we set fo ourselves for 2009
Our irt. challenge in 2009 il be to meet with and educate the.

L po
anly promote but to also protect the heavy construction industry
by keeping our eyes open for ill-conceived legisation that could
ultimately harm our industry. There were 4,444 bills introduced in
Lansing during the lastlegislative session (2006-2008). Of those bills
approximately 540 were ultimately signed into I Based on sheer
odds, he course of the next two

ng
this d this chal-
lenge,this number makes up nearly half of the 110 House members.
i Lansing who will be coming in with very litte state-elected offce

years, which may be introduced, that could have a negative impact
‘on our industry; and, therefore, MITA stands ready to defeat such
initiatives,

Based on what we have learned from

(248) 355-4411

Zervos Group, Inc.

74 FAMAISGOR, P+ . B0 2067 = SOUTHIMELD, WSCHILARN 48000 208

sense and logic in the promation of our
ideas. We have ahvays used solid data and
honest facts while pushing for what we
truly believe will help to turn Michiganis

i the end, the ones that are most likel to
be considered i Lansing.

MITA will keep pushing legisation and
polices that salve the real problems that
are facing our great state regardless of the
obstacles that are placed in front of us. We

Staft of 40 to Provide “Service with Zervos”

tel our story and educate

S el pli o el 10

of this initative, thercby ulti-

mamly forcing he hand ofour st sected
offcals to do the right thing,

ver, with all of this said we need

your help. We as MITA staff are going to

Contines onpg. 56
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LEGISEATIVE UPDATE
-

ounders]

It |EXIT NOW TO AVOID
by ot ROUGH ROADS AND

During lame

Stk Trertll | ANGRY CONSTITUENTS

pus
We e ntensifying thefunding effrt sartng im-

mediatlyand we relooking 0 assemble alarger team who s wil-
ing 1o be poltical pavement pounders. As  pavement pounder.

with them as legisation of nterest to our industry works its way
ke Nystrom at mikenystrom@nisita.com or

your tate representative and/or senator edbetter at keithledbetter@mi-ita.com orcall the MITA of-
forcofforlunh,deveop an ongoing disogue nd communicae e 1 517-347 433 wit any questions o comments.

SN

Construction Industry Specialists
PINNACLE YoP
PRURANCE PARTNERS A Botner View™
. Contract Bonds . Safety Programs

. Insurance Programs . Claims Management
« Captives and Self-Insurance

Whether a sand hill or a mountain, we'll help you to the top.
o Suite100, Grand Rapcs, M 16164588990 16169133301 ik pinaclensurancaparine
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Vice President of IMembership:

Services Comment

A Little Bit of Everything

The buzz fom the Annual Confrence i st beginning t fde, Thank.
youfor your posiive comments and besure the staffat MITA i already lay
earsbig event. | would

them. A complte s of sponsrs can e ound on page 395 well s photo

of supporting those who supportus
oy pnon e ol he o v O s
by members n the emer wlmﬂmp‘w\.\m The surve regaing

MIOSHA Voluntary Protec
tion Program fr Construc

tion (MVPRC).Essentialy s
& program that would allow
& contractor o enter nto o
contract of sorts that travels
from bt job ith continl
involvement. with MIOSHA
it o e sy

coure thestrests
i the e fture Thanks o your continued et an as s sour

s Sy aned e et rom P,
ot the Trench Sty DV complete.Pleseall e o

consideredo e
Onatraining

isthetime. 5
Hillson May2. mentssetforth i Pat 9, Excava

concide with the Gotothe " The DVD was from M1
» o m by MITA stall.

fulloffod.fn and ndustr riends, let s disuptthei obsies,

Stalfat an up-<oming trsning event they have shedsled.  already knnw
i

ers are cing et the lack o work s our kot speaker Mark Brestin

thoug do  indicated,we s i thechalenges
tacom.1thank MIOSHA  thatfceo 4 things the same old way. This mes.
provide uiththecon-  sage e
s espectn g s sty Pt rown. TS Do . Lt ks mor il o cuet cnamic nonmen.

Sty & Workforce Develapment, s also working with MIOSHA rgaring

o contact, Rob Coppersmith,
email him at.

SPARTAN SPEGIALTIES
SOIL STABILIZATION Si
—GR( NG T (llN()lll( l
ATION GROUTINC
COMPACTION GROUTING
CHEMICAL GROUTING
MICRO FINE CEMENT

EPOXY INJECTION
FABRIC FORM GROUT BAGS
GUNITE

6250 SIMS_STERLING HEIGHTS MI 48313

robcoppersmith@rmiita.com
or call the MITA office
at517-347-8336

W7 vt = cross-section



Vice President of Engineening
Senvices Comment

A Look Back at MITA's
Engineering Success

Aswewal thevork m
and economic upturn we al hope will b igrited by the Obama adminisra- visions. - Rather, MITA reached
tion Becavery and Reinvestment Actof 2008 outwith
that somy  them to be attentive and proac-
P ¥ in two specfic areas that
and dynanic In
Iengen, and i i a srong sty i e et al)\t w achiove iy
e i i
*Continued » psand
process with several localagency A prefer
In protecion of community through our regular interac

process MITA strongly advocates tha projects e awrded to the lowest e
Sponsiveand responsible bidder.
 Multple successe in working with the US Department of Labor (US.

e, and the cons
o i U 0L m deal Highvay Administeaton, DLEG, MDOT. the

et s mon e oty foxd Assocation of Michigan,
of County Drain

the Michigan Municipal League,t

Do
the Mihigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) to correct and update
State and fedral wage rate determinations for the carpentr and elctrical
worker classfations.

Establishd partaership ith InfoTech for the continued development
Contractor a FieldManager like soft
16 youwant to

and enhancement of FieldManager
‘ware spplication “leveloped for conrsctors by contactors
Jearn moregive us a call.

Commissioners, the American Council pr Engineering Companies of Michi
an,and numerous uility compnies,

- Successfully partneed with MDOT in developing the innovaive con-
ceptsand provisions fortwo projects tht were bid utilzing  esga-build:
finance” contractng approsch, and or several projcts that will b bid ver

bidding

- Assumed a p ole in the Design Task Force, Uty Subgroup

Conference (MUCC)...se Doug’s artile
formoreon the MUC.

ol forward into 2009 and
anticipate the many challenges it may
present, weremain optimisti about the
opportunities thse chalenges may cre
ate forall o us n our ndustry

ontact
G Bk, PE,

mail him at

gembukoski@mta com
or call 517-347.8336.

ot gty ad
ey, MOOT,

mITA u cross-section E




Director: of Safety & Workfonce
Development Comment

Learn Something New Everyday

agre! ear something v ot amost very MIOSHA appeal. Many non-

ing sessions, - incorporating

inspections to make earming

 There
MIOSHA, MSH,

or DEQ. Rl Coppersmith explaned th processofansppealand how MITA

One of the most impor-
ant reasons to appeal i for

Patrick Brown

wleam fom o
MIOSHA vold e MITA i
ooy ity ohida
Noting

et by ll ook i, Ity
s and v 5 vl 3 ny ather fomation et
e, a

it

s the e, NI hend

M
IOSHA. We may ot abays agee,but work owards the common gl of
MIOSHA b

shd it fiveear strategic plan conaining a thre-prong approach
o sfey. Goal number one fouses on * mproving workplace salely and
rduced expe

e

worker awareness o, commilment t, and involvement with safety and
Helthtoefect positivechange in the workplacecuture?” MITA has been
encouraging employers 0 d this with employee for years now The pro-
s staringto bare i i fower citationsand educed injuy ates I

the field. Goal number 3 “Stzengthen public confidence through contined

vices, Allinall the gals ar imilarto T just dministeed indiffeent
fashions. Education and tranings key o worke ety and MIOSHA along.
with MITA ofe many opportuntisin tisara. Do ourself a favor nd
dontrin o ccupy time, rain o affct change i the ild. Reinfore your

canserve youvith just  phone call,

f you have any questians or comments,
contact et Brown by email
patrickbrown@mita.com or call 517 347-8336.

WINTER | 2009



Director of Legislative Affairs
Comment

New Mega-Projects Quietly
Create Billions of Dollars of Work
for Heavy Construction Industry

With the ket the

Keith Ledbetter

of demand for upcoming constrction work n the publc sectoe Two healy  ing. the state is seing massive

Washington and Lansing, There

Fund forvastewater and driking vate:.

tofiton.
upgrade our oads,bridg water lnes, utilte,schoo
Whie this y MITA has been very
willit our ailing i
industry. theemerging opportuite ofthe future

To contact Keith Ledbetter, e-mail
him at keithledbetter@mi-ta.com
ar call 517-347-8336.

announcements. I the past decade, ther hasbeen aboom n el phone tower
placement, it preparation an other related vark. In 2006, th Cruss Sction

Jegiaton supportd by MITA that opened the doors for AT&T to compete ith
the cable TV industry by ofering video sevicesto Michigan esidents (House
Bl 5895),

Michigan's reliable traffic safety
specialists for.over.25 years.

; Arﬂl& ICADING, INC.
rovidir
* Full service traffic cc

in passing a $1 por

el

20
Congrss

buld more than 1 ilion worth of windimills,
My natual reacion was to wonde aloud how our stacs priorites are
serewed up - wecan ix our leaky ipesto ur homesor patch pothols n the
ool but

Contact us today!

s part of a legsltive agrecment, the legiature required utltcs (o cre Phone:517.372.1291
atea certain amount of ther energyfrom renevable soures. These Benevable Fax517.6946123
Offces in Mid-Michigan

The

good he proj Capitol
eklrthe sy conircion oy, Barncading,

Inc.

WINTER | 2009



Director of Technical Senvices

Comment

Wit oer 200 peopen atendance, MITAs Bob Ptz kick started the 5t

e 2009 MITH
Plessant, marking anuary 21,2009 a3 uning poin o how the tate o Michi
i dess with ity sues,
oryurs MTh s e edewiinthe i Daage Prvon
Board withthe gl t0 mproveth disemination accuracy, and timelnes of

allworkersworkingnear and/or around utlis,
ITA has also been il with the ol outofthe MISS DIG Design/

First Annual Michigan Utility
Coordination Conference is a Success

sues through plan review
mectings an the creation
of the Design Task Force
goup. A maor tuming
point ocurred in th sum:
mer of 2006 when the De-
sign Tk Force formed 3
ity sbgrup with the
el toenbance the means and methods for improvig iy coordiation in
the desig phase

Survey Tikel, This s e the
designerand th utlty company. The Design Tiket places the designer in

sk Fore -
it 5 el eprsened s seconof duwhb ity comparies,co

ingthedesignsurve

Associn
Consirie W[N“ Technaogy
BACHELOR'
e tagnsing

application fee
o ived, visit
Pt S e

Lawrenc
Tech

p—

BT vt = cross-section

ity desg d

e common theme amongt aluiis s tht ary coodination i crit

thecomplevty. Uity companies o need at east .12 months o longe) o
udgetfor ruired eloction depending on cost. To summarize the morning
sesson, it became evient tht designers nd owner agencies should contat
ity compaiesthroughaut thedesign hase o  prject. This ncludes o}
fiminary i

company to plan for pcomning vork.and addres as many isues 35 possble:
prorto consiructio,

During hunch,atendees wereexpose 10 the danger ofenergzed clecric
wits, DIE Energy demonstrated theie “Ares and Sparks” presentaion and
enforced that when working around per lnes o b extremey carefl vith

e, fnces,tring, ope. tc).

The MUCC afernoon focus was o effrts taken by both the ver age
e and designrs o ensure s are informed o pcoming projets, MDOT
demonstrtethe guality o some “markedup” plans received from the utlty
companies. The informaton presnted vas el a line on  napkin ith 3
note satng that facilis are bocated somevhere within the oadvay ROW.
Withoutqustionthistpe ofnormtionis compleely usless. The oo

companies pio tothe final design and sart ofconsteuction bt o unknown
reasonstheiefors are ot resping b
MISS DIG focused thei discussions on their new Desig/Survey Tieket

project. As more uty

Concines on pg. 58



[MilEy TOOL BOX TALKS

Safe Equipment Operation

Before you get star

mmommwabﬂ;numammwmmm If you practice these five things, you
‘could make a difference.

«KNOW YOUR JOB. *USE GOOD JUDGEMENT.

«BE ALEAT. « ALWAYS THINK SAFETY.
*EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED.

‘The equipment operator is responsible for knowing the requirements, precautions and work area
hazards assoisked whth equipment operaton, Addiorally I the cpersior’s resporsbity to
communicate this information to all people that enter the working area of the equipment. The

operator should assume that others i the work area do not understand the equipment hazards
associated with the equipment being operated.

‘When operating equipment, employ the following procedures:
1. Prepare for operations.

« Become completely familiar with all controls, indicators and warning lights on the machine.
Lo the mitatons of the mochine

Know where and how to check the liquid, fuel and

Koo the ceronce ks mulmd for the machine and any attachment.
+ Become acquainted with the terain where you will be working and any anticipated hazards.

2. Run an operating check.

« Test engine speed control.

« Test brakes against both engine power and ground speed.

~Test ctch of neuiral posion on  power St ansmissn t Insure you can control
machine

ine speed.
 Check the feel of all lwusammemdanv/alammls.
« Check lights, back-up alarms and emergency
3. Leave equipment secure.

« Parkin a non-operating area. If its necessary to park in a traffic lane, use appropriate flags,
, flares and warning signals.

" wacks are on fm footing.
« Lower attachments, stral and

by your company.
Your employer i an equal opportunity employer and as such welcomes applicarions from qualified female and
minority applicants.
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MITA PRESS RELEASES G-/ it com and cick on New:

willlose aver 17,000 jobs,risk the immediate cancellation of hundreds of sate and local
projects, and would jeopardize $2 bllon infederaltransportation funds over the next four
years. The delay would also force the continued dangerous reductions in statewide snow
lowingalready beingfl b Michigansbeeaguered mtorists

day for legilators to take action? said Mike Nystrom, vice president of government and
public relations for the Michigan Inrastructure and Transportation Association (MITA).
The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) recently announced the pending
cancellation of 246 road and bridge projects in their five-year plan if no further funding is
made availble

by the House

onDecember 10,

posal by o yor "
The MITA transportation inestment plan call on the stat to get id of the per-gallon
gas and diesel tax and replace it with a percentage tax based on the wholesale price of
ful. The plan also calls for the adjustment of vehicle registation fees and closing various
loopholes. The il 17,6749, 6750 and 6752,

Chamber of Commerce, County Road Association of Michigan, Operating Engincers Local

but has come under ir this week rom the petraleun industry.

“Big oil has been gouging motorists and lining their pockets with multi-billion dollar
profits, and yet they are the fist to critcize a plan that ultimatel will be an economic
stimulus package for the entire state of Michigan” Nystrom said. “The MITA plan will
ot only help repair and improve our transportation system, thus making it safer for our
citizens, but it wil create thousands o jobs fo the people o our state at a time when they
are most needed:

The recently released Transportation Funding Task Force (TF2) report said that the
effcts of “doing nothing” could equate to  loss of aer 17000 jobs. The report also notes
that almost halfofal 10 years

ddition the efe
of Michigan' struggling transportation infrastructure have been - by residents actoss
Michigan this winter as snow temoval and salting services have been drasticaly cut in
counties acrossthe tate.

state i we do not provide adequate funding for transportation. Nystrom said,

g and Jacking
Pipe Jacking
Tunneling

Scott Bazinet or Dick Lows

a1 = Morton, Michigan 46040 « Dfficn (317) 529406

B via = cross-section



The Michigan Department of Transportation's (MDOTS) proposed
five year transportation plan would cut 24 road projects and 7388 jobs.
by 2011, because of plummeting gas Lax revenues and a road funding
system n the midst of collapse.
The State Transportation Commission recently approved the
proposed pan that would e arossthe board pogam cus
b

sl according to the wpmmxm
exceeding our financial resoutces.

State policymakers have delayed action on fxing our road
funding formula? said Mike Nystrom, vice president of government

“our neds e fr

ation
They'e waited too long to address the problem
tsin th s

and public relations a the Michigan Infastructure and Transport
Associaion (MITA).

being cut due to their own inaction
MDOTS draft 20092013 plan calls Michigans transportation
challenges a erisis” and includes a st of 246 local projects across the
state that would be delayed or cancelled if additiona transportation
tdelay st

MDOT

areavailableon the MITA website (http: . com/news_2asp

gov belore Tuesday, Dec. 30, 2005,

The plan created 23,034 jobs in 2007 but by 2011 it would creste
only 15,
- Approximately 185 bridges will not receive needed repars,
ive of the six projects propsed for capacity improvement would
be impacted or delayed.

16, loss of 7,888 jobs in four years.

on road

iways, and the proposal includescuts to MDOT Safe Routes.
toSchool Program,
excitybus e dpassenger
il revenes will qua less than 50 percent of annual need.
These cuts shovw the consequences Michigan s now facing due to
inaction by state policymakers during the past several years” Nystrom

said. “The Legislature has a transportation rescue plan before it and
policymakers must actbefore the end o this legislative session.

The MITA investment plan repeals the state per gallon gas and
diese taxes and replaces it with an 13 percent tax on ful wholesalrs.
This change would offset dramatically declining transportation
revenues caused by higher gas prices, increasing fuel effciency and

taxobsolete

The plan would insest nearly $15 billon above currnt eels and
i st step towards ringing Michigaris transportation system up o
the ‘o0d” leel s described n the Michigan Transportation Funding
Task Force (1F2) report and susain 46,000 Michigan jobs, according
to cstimates from MDOT. The average Michigan diver il pay an
additional $12 pr month i various ees ifthe plan is approved by the

Legislature. According to the TE2 report,  $15 billon investment plan
could save the average driver $250 per year in improved safety, 300
per year in vehicle maintenance costs and $450 per year in personal

income, or roughly S1.000 a year in total savings.

Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association
today released a landmark cconomic stimulus plan that would rescue
the statés crumbling transportation infrastructure,

“The plan, which follows last week's recommendations from the
Transportation Funding Task Force (TE2) , provides a major new
investment in the states roads, bridges, transit, and irports and
»m,,mmmmm of Michigan workers.

policymakers are interested in this new investment plan

and much-improved transportation

system for Michigan both now and in the future? said Mike Nystrom,

vice president of government and publc reltions for the Mich

I (MITA). “Investing in

ourinfrastructure must now be a top priority for our lected leaders to
actonin the an

Becent estimates have shown that Michigan has lost almost 45
percent of its purchasi in the past

because it provides a_ safer

nfrastructure and Transportation Association (

duck session.

g power to fix roads and bri

wiues o0y, 45

NATIONAL CONCRETE PRODUCTS COMPANY
Concrete for Permanency
Concrete Pipe

939 South Mill Street » Plymouth, MI » 48170
(734) 453-8448 » (248) 476-3900  FAX (734) 453-1890
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read entire stories.

2/2/2009 Detroit Free Press:
Get Ready for Pothole Hell!

Rachel Miller already s dodging big potholes on the Southfield

thaw that brings out tire-Killrs i still weeks away.

Worker, describing the pocked terain between § Mile and West
MeNichols roads in Detrit. I try to stay in the middle lane as long
| " .

“The MITA proposal that would link transportation taxes to fuel

and discussion

In your paper’ hasty attempt to cast aspersions on a road
funding solution supported by mumerous major daily newspapers
across the stat, you filed 1o do your homework, got your facts
wrong and offered a proposal which would gut education and local
governments.

point where the freeway s disintegrating”

I youre driving in metzo Detroit, you're sharing Miller’s pain.

This brutall cold and snowy winter already has punched potholes
s, b

1/268/2008 Port Huron Times Herald:

Newspaper’s gas tax idea won’t work
Herald

by MITA5 Vice President of Government and Public Reltions Mike

Nystrom.
“The Times Herald dropped a huge lump of oal in the stockings
of Michigan students and local offcals shorly before Santa was to
arivein St. Clair County.
“The newspaper's Dec. 23 editorial,“Deceit, spin mar debate on
fuel tax” said the state should get id of th sals tax on gasoline and
it with agas tax dedicated to roads.

in our crumbling infrastructure, the Michigan Infrastructure and

0
‘The hastly-crafted Times Herald proposal would cost schools about
500 million next year and local governments as much as $150
millon,

I i

hid the detals of the proposal or were deceiving legislators and the

ke s o i, e et s oo et
it the inner workings of the legislative proces
hefat s we hive hd more ha 160 meetings with gl
in half
wransportaton funding trnds. We alo were pat of o
pulc ndlegtine hesigson he opic.

asolution to Michigans transportation funding dilemma.

1/14/2008 Detroi News:
Stop road dollars diversion to state
agency

“This leter was submitted to the Detroit News by MITAs Vice
President of Government and Public Relations Mike Nystro.

T was guite interesting t read the column by Secretary of Sate
“erri Lynn Land suggesting that we reform state highway spending
before providing any new money for roads and bridges (“Reform
state highvay spending firs” Dec. 24). We welcome Land’s recent
interest in helping solve our transportation crisis and look forward
o working with her

We certainly agree that the state would be well served by

the Mackinac Center and the govrnor's Transportaton Funding
Task Forcea the end of st year.
1t was inteesting to note that ane major reform Land filed to

o her department, the diversion of oad dollrs to the Secretary of
States offce. According to the report, more than $100 million per
year i diverted from the Michigan Transportation Fund to pay for
Secretary of State operations.

While it is true the department collects vehicle registration ees
for transportation and should be compensated for those services,
the report concluded that those charges were excessive and should
be slashed 50 percent, or $50 millon. Consider that it only cost the
state roughly $10 millon for the Department of Treasury Lo collect
$1 billon in gas taxes,but it costs the Sectetary of State 10 times as
‘muchto calect oughly the same amount i registration fees.

s, one way to “watch our wallets” would be to
save millions of dolars by allowing motorists to either renen their
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vehicle registrations online o at retalers much like our
hunting and fishing licenses. Cutting out the expensive
overhead of fee collection at Secretary of State branch
offices would cut down on the long lines and ensure
money collected for roads and bridges are spent as
taxpayers intended.

1/8/2009 Detroit Free Press:
As road needs sputter on
empty, Granholm runs low on

Mike Nystrom, MITA's vice president of government and
public relations, being interviewed by the media regarding
infrastructure funding.

12/3/2008 WKZ0
Michigan Roads Severely Under-funded

dringthe am dock sssionof 206, bt MITA i o ging w»

to mounting pressure o address our crumbling m[nstmclure An
example of that pressure follow

Gov e Graholm has ll bt e ot s tax increase.
thi e has before. Her refusal to make hard
unpopular calls, even in her final term, could cement her legacy

as a governor who watched Michigan's transportation systems
dangerously deteriorae.

ismissing 2 gas-lax increase before the new legisltive
Session starts is both poor policy and lousy politcs. Instead, her
representatives should be meeting with legislative leaders of both

House and Senate could approve. A spokesperson for the governor
said Granholm has supported pegging gas taxes to wholesale costs
instead of gallons at the pump — a move that eventually could
increase transportation revenue,

ends to ensure roadways are fixed up and maybe a few new jobs are
created but. the stale’s transportation budget is currently about
Pubi

Relations at MITA Mike Nystrom says a big part of the problem is
that Mihigan st match funding from the federal gvernment
“We'e runningshort on money hereat home?” says Nystrom. “We
order to continu
match allthefederal dollar..coming up next e, were going to be
st vt e st vt oo s o e
. e puting s on avmakers o ke e
Wi top prior
It doesrit take an exyerl 10 know that our transportation
infrastructure s really starting o crumble across the state.

12/8/2008 Detroit Free Press:
Major road projects across Michigan
could be shelved

jeopards: The.
Michigan last rased its gas tax by 4 cents,to 1 il

in1997.

e sure, gas taxes are an inadequate and unreliable way of
paying for transportation in the long term, especally as drivers use.
mare fuel-efcient vehicles. In the long run, Michigan and the rest

ay for roads, bridg

Major road projects planned for the next five years could be
delayed indefinitely beginning in 2010, as the state prepares for a
fture with big shortfals in transportation funding.
‘The Michigan Department of Transportation has put together a
highlight

P
transitsystems, as Granholm has pointed out
But

jects postponed or c major
roads and highway bridges in metro Detroit
“The plan details d

eting another revenue sream in place,such as an odometer tax,
would take years.
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for toaduwork and materials wil reduce the state’s abilty to keep its
toad system in good shape.
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The Michigan Department of Transportation
Introduces Nlew Quality Initiative for Bidding Process

‘The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) s pleased

> Final Right of Way.

Asmanyas 21 Proposal
s now avalable to Contractors. Package. Factors include, but are not limited to:
MDOT works with Program Managers, Delivery Engineers,Quality % Plan Clarit

Assurance Engineers, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
and Contractors to improve the quality of the Plan and Proposal
Package used for the advertising and bidding processes

Plan and Proposal materials are reviewed and evaluated

» Plan Organization
» OverallPlan Accuracy and Completeness
» Special Detal Plans and Special rovisions
> Quantity Accuracy and Relibilty

>

for both in-house and consultant designed projects. The stages at
which evaluations are performed include:
Scope Verifcation
» The Plan Review
» Omissions/Ertors Check Meeting (OEC)
Pre-Construction Meeting
» Post-Construction Meeting

Construction Related Engineering sm{

ring/Support Design
v aid ingreerig

Fountaon oo R
SHTO Accrelted aboratoy

Geo-Environmental Serices

Pavement Consulting/Design

EverydayBrilliance

INTH| ™+ Consultants, Lt

Claus.

When a factor receives a ulmg of Below Average or lower, the
evaluator must enter a comment, and may also attach supporting
documentation. This option ensures that the deficiency is fully

Accurate and detailed comments are essential components in the
process.

Al of the information colleted is used to identify and address
Proposal

Package. Once an evaluation is completed and submited. it is

stored in  database which s periodicallysorted and analyzed. The

information is shared with each MDOT region. Correctiv acton is
. approved and implemented for identified issues.

DPE is an Internet Wel-based application that is simple to use

cner lutions wth s sty snd aona: T gt
belowis an example.

O Novmber 17,200, the Dsig ackge Evlto became
ilable to external customers. By making DPE availabe to both
Contractors and Consultants, another valuable source of input
is added to DPE and MDOTS effort to improve the quality of its

Both .

to participate.
DPE

the State of Michigan Single Sign On. For information on creating
a new State of Michigan Single Sign On account and subscribing

DPE, go to:  hitp//wwwmichigangov/mdot/0,1607.7-151-
s 5187500 html

Michigan Department of Transportation

WINTER | 2009



NEWS

Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber, Inc.
(FTC&H)

www. fech.com

d
regultory studies o very e dsign and constction prjcts. FICKH provides
L incustril,and

pratesetorsonalocal and nion .
NEW OFFICELOCATION

AL
0588, and e number s 517-882 008

Jusph
Sl Some o i it chents ncuded hecites of taca, Grand Lodge nd the
ilages of Fowkr,Mle Rapds and Westphala Cients oy inlde the ity of

Lansing Michign tate niversity and many ther oulingcommurities
NEWHIRE

Jason Vander Kodde, PE. husjonedtheGand
Bapids ffice s s ngiervih th il gup. He

20060207, Thecomguny ecived op cognitionfo s communicationpractices
2006 and communiy s in:
BOARD APPOINTMENT
Russell Gronenvel, PE. prsidntof 01, vas
et Chaimanofthe Michign Technologicl

e e b v mmﬂ into MIUs
Acsdemy of il & Emironmental
T MU B of o i e e
gemerl uperision of the Universiy This incdes
expendiues fom the it funds; amendi
taiton and othe e an chasgs; nd the appointmen o remoral of personne,
whichmay inclce, i ecesay heclcto ofa president o th nstcton.

Pussell Gronevek.

foTioN
Jo ). Hilz s o on i ind hese days. 1
about o take on the rle o president o the regionsl

Cabin Collegeand has 1 yers xpeieceinthearessof
i

50 year ago. Thecompany’sBoard of Diectrs reenty

design, prjet management, constaucton st
o vater maagement sstens. zoing approals.
and utltydesign and pemitting

Vander oddefsarmemberofthe AmercanScity

E
Councl. Hisaess o spcilizton e resdentil.

bt o et dnd

Taking on these chalenges on the brink of whats

e described s the worst conomic crisi sice the
GrestDepresion,

Despte he economy, iz i conident. i O

e S 162 whon o iy s ki . s d M Ene

dohn . ik

OHM Engineering Advisors
www.ohm-advisors.com
p

i
Inc, M s worked o gernment arganizatons.

ork in the s, but abou 15 yeurs g we kel oursehes whatreally made us

doing iz el

s e a
s Wi here
Lansing Auburn s and Galtin, Ten.
AWARD countryagain’
iz,

forintheUs. OFM when current pressent Rusell Gronenc.steped down a the nd of 208

hanon Farbach, PE CENews Gronenut, who i ko chairman of Michigan Technokgial Unheritys Baard of
progam i Contr,

cuture, beneits, performanceecogiton prctices, compensaton, profesonal
development progams,ecuing and etetion effts and more. Alofthee frms
arocommited o cratinga ostive workenirnmentforthi sl The top 50 frms

arreaching th ol

best plcstowark
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Pro-Tec's New Barverguard 800

Pro-Tec Equipment, Inc.

pro-tecequipment.com
P Equipment Inc, the indstey leadee i qually rnch
g sy ¢ i o s e

i

Michigan's Largest Selection of

product o e b expundig ito
non-shorig it acess and work zoe sy

Concrete Sawing and Coring
cE = SALES
Cuorrme * SERVICE

& Supply, Inc. _
3 RENTALS

DIAMONI
F PRODUCT

248- 445 AH 44

T vima = cross—sectlon

temporary brde o, DurBase temporary
v systemand Plg & producs,

Barngard 30 i  potable stel b
‘hichisFHWA spproedst TL 3and TL-4forse
in bigh spes work zones o permanent i
applications Trnsportation costscanbe e
byuptos0 pesent sice 0 near et of posive
protetion can b e n one truckoad Due
tothe ghteigh a 60 pounds erncar oo, it
s peict for brdge constuctioeablation
projcts. Barrergiard 50 standand sections e
bl in 20 et nd 40 et hich allowsfr
apiddeploment 100 st per o

Wien maxinum vk 2one protection is
i the Barengnd Minium Defction
Sstem (MDS) s os than ne-nch defction
‘henimpactedst G mph. Thisis eryimporant
‘henvorking confinedvorkscrstha e
maximum proection,witheaseofnstaltion.

Barngiand 500 s the soton to your
ok zone prolcton ninements, when oy
thebistavaietechnoogywilldo ContactPro-
Tt anyof thei thre et Michigan hcaions
for mone infomation regarding the sl ot
puchuseaf Barirguard 0.



Rain for Rent

PRODUCT HIGHLIGHTS rm———
e ifomaton, all 007437246 Combine the XHIOO purp vith
orvitwinboren ober Rain for Rent. prodcts fox 4

complte slution to your uniqe

RADAR LIQUID LEVEL GAUGE
i handling problns.

o i L bl guge
o i e Rk comimy s
g e ih 3 e 3 Gl
okt |
g I b i prti: o
iy i potak i g Lo
measurements are not affected by temperature (40
st g s o i i, (I[P 2 3 =
pesranahiarw eS| GUY HURLEY BrasER & HEUER LLC
T ————
P RARPAERIIN | |\ S U R AN CE AND [SURETY SERVICES
oo moeceg il

T o i ke g s cwy 0 sl
gt ot i by
‘entry. The programmable data logger can be remotely
oasedbontheni-sndngink
DYmC NP

RS R—
e ot st vation 1y

b

Corcirues onpa. 6

fow e, up t0 10000
GOV the 2inch DV300c PowerPrime Pump produces.
ot dynamic head up to 170 et and bandis 3inch
solidswithasem-encosed impelle.

Specfically desgned o mest the needs of high

XHIODMINING PUMP

The X 100 :nch purp from Rain for ent s
desgne o procice extra igh discharge eads for
mining the devatring projet. With speror fel
efcincy this pump is able t move moregallons of
wateratalower st

www.ghbh.com TaveLers™
“The pump can b made of 316 st e or 248-519-1400

chromiam st o ining appcations. The X 100
canhandiesldsupto’/Sinchesindamees s
1o L0GRN, and hesdup to 605 et

‘Mountdon aharizesids o s o protet
agins st comosion tis equipment asa ey

PLOYEE BENEFIT
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ON TIME EVERY TIME.

L))
Family Ouned andl Serviog Michi
1-800-783‘RENT
. klochko.com
RENTALS ¢ SERVICE ¢ EQUIPMENT SALES

. Detoit Area (Melvindal) » Eat Michigan (Fair Haven) By
West Michigan (Grand Rapids) « Mid-Michigan (Howell)

Hma = cross-section

Testing Engineers & Consultants, Inc.
www.testingengineers. com
Tting Engines & Comatans, . (TEC) an envionmentl

oficeto 585 Vrsiy Drivein Ann Avor. The phone number is 745710030

Wade Trim
www.wadetrim.com
Wade Trim has e than 30 professional nd spport staff i 2 offces
throughout Micigan and sven aditiona states. They provide engieering,
5, sureying ph . d construci

» waler s, and i

gemment prjcs.
NEWHIR

Chares . Smith, AIC SLA.oined Wade Trins Taor offce s  senior
planner whre e il be responsible for proet. management and business
devlopment

Withmorethan 0gearsofesperince Smithfocseson dingsistanable
commanite it emphasis on redeweloping urban s, Hisprofessosl

in 199 and s maser of ndscape arcitecare degreefrom the University of
Vichianin 199,
Smithisamemberofthe Amercan nstituteof et Panners, American

ofNew Ui, Horesides n Ann A

THOMPSON PUMP MIDWEST
HAS MOVED



All 83 counties and over
1600 municipalities ranked.

miTa = cross-section Fl



ANNUALEG

Mark dohnston; Ajax Paving, MITA's autgorng board presider

B

hanks to all our sponsors
and exhibitors who helped
make the 2008 MITA o
Annual Conference one of the best
ever. Attendance was at an all
time high at over 600. The
speakers were outstanding, the
networking intense; and, if you
didn't make it this year, mark your
calendars for next year’s event.
The 2010 MITA Annual Conference
will be held January 20-23, 2010
at Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort.

mMITA = Cross-section



2009 MITA
ANNUAL CONFERENCE
SPONSORS

MAJOR SPONSORS

AIS Construction Equipment Corp.
InfoTech

Michigan LECET

Laborers Local 1191 LECET
Laborers Local 1076 LECET
Michigan CAT

Operating Engineers Local 324

CO-SPONSORS

Association Benefits Company
BNY Mellon Asset Management
Edw. C. Levy

Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers

PATRONS

Guy, Hurley, Blaser & Heuer

HD Supply Waterworks

Klett Recycle

Kotz, Sangster, Wysocki & Berg
Pinnacle Insurance

Pro-Tec Equipment

Wolverine Tractor & Equipment Co.

SUPPORTERS
Advanced Drainage Systems
Ambassador Steel

East Jordan Iron Works
Jensen Bridge & Supply Co.
Shaw Contracting
Southeastern Equipment Co.
St. Mary's Cement.

5 Timmer, of Timmer Construction
. . with MITA's Honorary Mercer Avard.



MITA 2009 Anni

Contined from pg. 38

EXHIBITORS

Ace Cutting Equipment
Advance Concrete Products
Advanced Drainage Systems.

Assaciation Benefits Company
Carrier & Gable

M. L. Chartier
Cloverdale Equipment.

Concrete Cutting &

Canvey of Fint (Modern I Indusmes)

Efficiency Production, Inc.

Geotech Services

Guy, Hurley Blaser & Heuer

InfoTech

Inspecsol Engineering

Jeffers Crane Servic:

Jensen Bridge & Supply Company

Kerkstra Precast

Lally Pipe & Tube

Mapes Insurance Agency

MDOT DBE

Michigan CAT

Michigan Fair Contracting Center

Michigan Laborers Training &
Apprenticeship Institute

Michigan Laser

MISS Dig System

Navigant Consulting, Inc.

Non-Destructive Testing Group

Operating Engineers Local 324

rgy Grouy
Pinnacle Insurance Partners.
Pro-Tec Equipment

Guick Fuel Fleet Services

Van Manen Petroleum Group
Wausau Insurance
Wolverine Tractor & Equipment Co.

mITA = Cross-section
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The Signaling Function of Transportation Infrastructure

the Theory of the Broken Window

Dave Honigman
Former State Senator

Why is it that when the economy is in distress, and a society
is desperately groping for a strategy to rebuild its confidence in
the future, societis everywhere instinctively look to rebuild their
transportation infrastructure-—roads, bridges, ports, airports an
rails?

Most frec-markel pundits respond that because the

transportation infrastructure s the conduit of commerce, the

betterthe infrastructure, the more efficiently commerce lows, the

more productively resources are allocated, and the mare rapidly

information and price signals speed betwcen consumers and

producers, creating prosperi
Thatis all tre.

potent explanation of the vital linkage between transportation

the Broken Window Theory.
Let me explain,
Social scientists and police offcers abserve that if a building

the broken-window theory. He parked a car without license plates

with its hood up on a Bronx street and another on a Palo Alto,

California street. A well-dressed, apparently middle-class family,
and youn,

Bronx car, doing so less than 10 minutes ater its “sbandonment.”

They remved the radiator and the battery.  Within twenty-four
hours, virtually everything of value was removed. Then capricious
acts of destruction beset the car ~windows were smashed, parts
torn off, upholstery ripped. Children used the car as a playground
Most of the adult “vandals” were well-dressed white people. The
Palo Alto car sat untouched for more than a week. Then Zimbardo
smashed part of it with a sledgehammer. Within a few hours, the
car was turned upside down and destroyed. Again, the “vandals™
appeared to be affluent white people.
community life in the Bronx--its anonymity; the frequency with
which cars are abandoned and things re stolen or broken, and the
past experience of “no one caring™-~vandalism begins much more

Palo Alto,

Because of the nature of

window is broken and left unrepaired, more windows will soon
be broken. This is equally true in high income and low income
neighborhoods. “Window-breaking does not occur because some

are populated by window-lovers; rather, one unrepaired broken

noone:
costs nothing” (Wilson and Kelling, 1982) Philip Zimbardo, a
Stanford psychologis, conducted pioncering experiments testing

W% vita = cross-section

that private possessions are cared for, and that miscrean behavior
costly. The experiments demonstrated that untended property.
invites destructive acts by people who are ordinariy la-abiding
‘once communal barriers-—the sense of mutual regard and the
igtions of civlity~are lowered by actions that scem to signal

0 one cares™




and social decline. Minor bruises o the physical
Intsrce ol ks diking
in the steet, spray painting graffit, and breaking
e pltd.\mn crime, because
predatorslearn from these expre rder
o P T o e
in their neighborhood. Visual signs of decay
ilently bt forcefuly convey messages about the
,mm.l,.m..,.,d Disorder trggers attributions and
onsinthe minds ofnsiders and outside
s e e Dt ryd
estae agents, insurance agents and investor
The degree of disorder may or may n
function of residents’ degree of commitment
to the maintenance and improvement of their
R T M i T
ans of decay both signal and mirror
n.w eluctance to confront strangers,
intervene when 2 crime is committed, or as
e G
tremendous ing
i st o g o ot o s
cores. It s  cue that attracts predators and can
initate a roaring cascade of adverse social and
economic consequences.
e anhors of the Broken Windos
Theory describe the waterfalllikedecline. of
neighborhoods tha i oftn triggered where the

eemingly minor ways as
“A stable neighborhood of families who care
for their homes, mind ea
onfidently frown on unwanted
change, in a few years or even a few months, to
an inhospitable and frightening jungle. A pcce of
abandoned. weedsgrow up.a window

L Adults
o <hlinen, embeened beare more rowdy

Families move out, unattached adults move in.

n
front of the grocery; in time, an inebriate slumps.
to the sidewalk and is allowed to
Pedestrians are approached by p:mh:mdlers A
this point it is not inevtable that serio
il R o violen stk o sranere il
T
Iy vlentcrme, £ n h

i mnd fy their behavior accordingly.

the sreets Lessoften, and when on the treets.

Contwed o g, 64
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MITA\ Launches) Project;
Adiertisement; Website)

*PATRIOT

Materials & Transport

57740 M-51 S, Dowagiac, M 49047-9767
269-782-SAND  269-782-7265
Construction Aggregates * Trucking
DBE Certified

Zmma = cross-section

nient way to view the adve
lic: and private (non-MDOT let) projects.

It is the common practice of Michigan's
heavy/highway industry to utilize MDOTs
website to find project advertisement and let-
ting information for state and federally fund-
ed road and bridge work.

MITA's Project Advertisement website
is designed to be the advertisement portal
for all those other public and private proj-
ects. Start the New Year off right and visit
www.mitaads. com to view projects ready for
bidding.

Please note that prior to viewing the post-
ed projects you will need to create a user-
name and password. Visit http://mitaads.
com to start the registration process. If you
have questions, please e-mail douglasneed-
ham@mi-ita.com or staceywillis@mi-ita.com.




Land

I
other construction materials. The MI Asset Management Council
reports that almost half of Michigan' roads will deteriorate to poor

“good” condit

. The rep current

into far or poor condition during the next decade. They pointed out

The
stands to lose up to 17000 jobs and S1 billion n federal funds each

funds each year, because transportation agencies will not have enogh

Drovide the required matching funds,

“This report was an enormous undertaking’ Nystrom said. “The

However,

plan could save the average driver $250 per year in improved safety,
$300 per year in vehicle maintenance costs and $450 per year in
personal income—or roughly S1000 a year in tota savings.

11/10/2008
Group Unveils Transportation Rescue Plan:
Eight Month Review Recommends Major
Overhaul

“The Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association
applauded today’s long-avaited announcemen of a major rescue

The Michigan Transportation Funding Task Force is comprised
Cantinues onpg. 50

of study and review, the Michigan Transportation Funding Task
o

' frastruct

e-mai: weco@wengco.com

oL -Pl

and reforms to ensure that every dolla spent is money spent
wisely

.
For the past year state policymakers have said they didn't

want to fix our roads and bridges until a comprehensive review

and report was completed” said Mike Nystrom, vice president of

vermmentand pulic eltions . the Michigen st

and Transportation Association. “Today, a detailed blucprint

b b g s Legry i dfrim crumbling

i now it time.

“The T2, which included two Democrat and two Republican
legislators, concludes that the state must double transportation

WINTER | 2009

3250 W. Liberty « P.O. Box 1128
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106
734-761-8800 « Fax 734-761-9530

130 W. Chicago Blvd.,
Tecumseh, Michigan 49286
517-424-4714 « Fax 517-424-7844




Nearing the end of a perimeter toad construction project at 2 major sirport faclty
in west Michigan, a MITA aletter from D
informing him tha asection of the ne road built on a signficant il

thiscosts. Beeingh lactonvasconsincedinflacordance
PROBLE V][R i

MITAs engineers for help.

After MITAS engineers reviewed the contract documents, it was
clear and evident that the engineer had full responsibiliy for density
control on the project. Through discussions with the contractor,they.
further learned that the engineer had employed "proof rolling” as the

‘method of density control n the il areas that had sttled.
Working together, MITAS engineers and the contractor crafted a

leter to the ovwner citing the engineer' responsibility for density control and requesting
copies ofal the density test results for the fill sction in question. Not surprisngly the

legal counsel MITA, the

a factat faul

Soan afte, MITA received the following note from the contrator member, “Your help
clearing up the contrac language and the specifications and hlping us ith our positon,

issue to a painless end”

POV T AT REy AComplete RSOl itionsHor;
yelecomyntrastrictureiNeedsynthesidwests

» NEW Construction and Maintenance
» Placement of FIBER, Copper, Coax etc.
» Engineering and Permitting
» Fiber Optic Splicing & Testing
 Wreck-out and removal
» Pole Loading and Installation
- » Over-lash and Network Growth Projects
{from[Qutside/Plant] » Underground Locating
[Engineering (OS) il » Inner-duct and hand-hole placement
» Final As-built documentation
¥ Directional Boring, Trenching & Excavation
» Jack and Bore Placement
» Cable Blowing
» 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

. TURNKEY

IEEDHELPZ,
ICALLB77.876-7681

WINTER | 2009




MemberVoice:

Contiuedfom pg. 1

controversal,spend fa too much tme tying
10 get reelcted,orlining up the next job fo-
lowing thei term. 1 s time for our clected
officials todo SOMETHING even it st per-

thoughtully and to the
bestofthei abily. 1dorit know iterm it
are 10 blame for our polticians lack of guts,
but doing away with them secms like @ good
place o start

Jim Kloote
1 Koot Contracting I

“There i no contnuity n polcy r kgxh—
ton. The elected oficals are on a

o g o gt et g -t nd
then start. positioning themseles up to the
next poltical psition instead of wor

allances o further the

bestinerest. Going o term it essentially
s the lazy way to control government. People

/hatisyouropini

o fermyimi(s?

DEWATERING & SPECIALIZED TRENCHIN

are automaticalyremoved. s it a coincidence
oradirctcorrltion bebween tem limits and
the demise of business in Michigan?

With term limits when legisators ae just
geting o be most ffctive,theyare ut o of-

Novak Construction

1 voted fo term limits when they were
placed o thebalo several years ago, and have

function in the best interet o all Michigan-
ders while knowing they had  limited time in
‘which o perform those tasks and then return
tothei privatelves rather than becorming ca-
e poliicians. Today,in our term - imited n-
vironment,there appears to be it account
abliyas mostlegishators deire o concentrate
o short-term solutions (quick fxes)that wil
have some impact during ther tenure in of-
Sice rather than working toward true, asing
change for thebeneft of evryone i our stte
his behavior crates an envronment where
Contines anpg. 26

WINTER | 2009

¥ pipe laying service

Lays up to 5,000 fi. of rigid or Mexible pipe per day.

= Makes your proects meee profitable
= Reduces dewatering needs up to %K%
= Upwo 24" DLP

= HDPE instadlation

+ Sock tile up b 20 doep
+ Pumg reonal wvaidable
= Griffin pusmp sales, service and renesl




VemberVoice: Whatis

ouropinionofiterm limits?

Contied rom . 47

Inadditon, thi has  the same poltes . the limits we
o whichthe
hithul P portant tion after lctions. o
There
seems 1o be o strong, hat has any

allrom i reds e dore

for exampl,should
be thoroughiy y

would beinthecurren,short-sighted,term-limted environment.

Steven Funck.
Posen Constuction

George Verscheure
CAHuICo. e, 1 1akes time o lean th job, just ke any other, and 1o forge relation
out at eecton time, or I we choose,

and poor decisions. Wh takethatoption avay.
Rusty Stafford Eamonn Dwyer
Mchigan Paving Scodeller
1 be good. but the

ot ewlegtrs. L ot n e of e gl
perhaps theterm imitscould be increased, perhaps dot
o e
Anlaan Corportion

TESTING ENGINEERS
& CONSULTANTS, inc

the person term limited should be able to run again,sa if they stay out of

office for one or o terms. This might bring compeiton and experience.
tothejob.

John R. Maclnis

JRM Constructon LLC

feel that with experience comes knowledge, but i realy bils down

working lwards recovery and our fture.
Dawn Plantz
Genese-Bay Constrctors,

jor

ortalls,educat e

Engineering Client Success
G e

£ GuAC Taingmpecion
 Taent Consling D
o s

1-800-835-2654

oS com
Offcs in: Aun Atbor, Dot & Troy

EXCELLENCE
SINCE 1966
A Cortfied WHEIDES =

o the most part need no gutsor vision from our epresentaivs. I seems.

inLansing or the short time they are there.
Michael Mooney
G Em  Brake Safty

Sues e, aves, infrastructure etc.

LGL Constuction Ca

Nichigan leislators have o incentive to make bold deciions. They

positon.
Steve Graviin
Wade Trim

Contiuesonpg. 52
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Withthe Vi Mac bidge a5 backiroRonald Brenke, exect-
e diectr of ACEC/M (nght;and Mtk Smolsk, naioal
A Tt e Dot Scince Centar

esgetand CEO K Pibod wilfilpck o $15.000. Ta
o .yt il AGECembarontriusions
that il total more than $40,000):2009. (Pfto courtesy of
Dt Scienca Ganter)

I uly 200, the Detoit Science Centr unveiled an 80-footfong
model of the Mackinac Bridge to celebrte the 50th anniversary of
Michigars most famous bridge.

American Council of Engincering Comparies of Michigan
(ACEC/M) ecently began celbraing the promise o Michigars uture
T R A S S TR
Center

With the Mini Mac as a backdrop, Ronald Brenke, exccutive
diectorof ACEC/M,and Mrk Smolinksi,nationaldirecor ofACEC/M
presnted Detrot Science Center resident and CEP Kevin Prihod ith
 check for $15000. The donation is the frt of numerous ACEC
membercontutionsthat il ot more ian $40000 by 20

membership s comprised of more than 100 private
g firms that design Michigan' roads, bridge, schools and

Continues on pg. 51

Engineering
Council

Partners
with Detroit

Science
Center

to Create
ACEC Design
Center

BRIDGE & SUPPLY CO.

CORRUGATED STEEL PIPE

SANDUSK GRAND RAPIDS
400 Stoney Creok rive 3520 36th Street SE.
Sandusky, M 48471 Grand Rapids, M 49512
810-648-3000 616.940-2660
Fax: 610-645-3549 Fax: 616-940-0169

WATERMAN GATES
GEOTEXTILE FABRICS

mima = cross-section [



‘The American Road and Transportation Buiiders Association (ARTBA)
wes founded in 1902 and is the anly national association that,
exclusiely represents the collective interests of all sectors of the U.S.
transportation design and construction industr.

[NCE w_s_ ey

ARTBA Foundation Announces Winners of ARTBA/CNA Contractor Safety Award
MITA MEMBERS AJAX PAVING, JOHN CARLO INC.,, RECOGNIZED FOR WORKER HEALTH & SAFETY PROGRAMS

Three lnding industry firms—Hunter Contracting Co. Aj Paing, and Jo
Catlo . . g y presous ear: 00001 o
ecently during the 2008 Amercan Baad & Trnsportation Buiders Asocition  fer

1

Gilbert, Ari

Tansporaton Development Foundation/CNA Contacor Sty Avard. 500,001 - 1000,000: Ajax Paving, Nokomis, Fa.
di ' e

ich.

Achining gd sty snd esk performance on the jo s i crial for

i inners s they can

Jud The 2009 avards il be presete in October hing the ARTBA Natoral
c

ichigan Pipe & Valve, Inc.

Complete Water & Sewer Supplies Distributor

] 'u. % .
Ll [ s

BT vt = cross-section
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ARTBA Chief Writes President Obama Regarding Transportation Stimulus

A newvison for

ol Craars G and e s ot comsitie

Given this situation and the normal lag time tha ccurs in fling ke
tial

xumulus clage, and g e o Pl st Ot o
Boad & Transportation

Buiders Association (ARTBA) President & CEO Pete Ruane addressed n
leter o President Obama i January.

Pusident Barack Obama
T
Pennsybvaia venue, .
Vasingan . 0
Dear M Prsident:

i behaf of the mare than 500 public and privte secor members
of the American Boad & Trnsportation Buders Assocation (ARTBA).
congatlationsonyour inauguraton!

s you begin your st tem f officeand organize your administaton,

buid a beterAmeric fo urchikdren and grandhidrn.

& e ison for ur transortation netvork that incudes development
of “Critcl Commerce Corndors”(weiilcommececorridors.com)
and beter transit fciltics for communites acoss America, coupled ith &

My recommendation is that a Presidential Executive Order be isued

agency’sesponseand cl “ed tape”
further respetfuly sugest that an iner-agency committe chaid by
the Secrtary of Transportation be established to permanently versee your

Departments Eonomic Adjustment Program, expanded by Executive Order
12049 n 1978 This program has a 40year track record of sucees indealing

other defense reaignments

Your chie ofstaf, Rahm Eananuel, should coordinate his effrt 0 ensure
the cooperation and supportof allinvohed federalagencies and the nations
governors.

Me President.

wransporation. | wold e plesed 1o dicus any of these ises and ideas
urhe:

T ok e e s s ot competvens ad s e
development of alternative energy sources.. reduce energy consumption, esident & CE
b o

eaner environment o all Americans

any way possible o achiev these goals.

2009 s 4 citcal year for federal transportation
progeams. The first. order of busines,of course,wil
be to succesfully implement. the transportation
component of your economic recovery program to
save and creae American jobs. With th cooperaton
of publicagencies toget work out quickly Lassureyou
the private sector is poise and ansious o respond.
“This st not b “businss as usual

The short-term package, hovever, must be

flloweap as son s possbe this e with robust,
mulyear authorizations of the federal avition
and srfce ransportation programs that focus on
longer term staegi capital imvestments, Without
hat action, the American jobs that will b v and
crated through the economic recvery package will
aainbe i jepardy dueto theprecarious poiio of
Tnust Fund, which some beiee

il fall ot ofthe csh reguied to fund exsing
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Member:Voice: Wiatis youropmion ofitermlimits?

Contined from pg. 48

issue,ladership ol nd
ther term imits.
Bob Adeock  able
Mike Malloure
Poltcians know they oy A HlCo. e

e the Senate and House. In this time they focus more on indvidual
(home distict) o campaign promise issues. They never really look at the
bigpicture.

s with any job experience s key. Do we as supplies or contractors
rehire our workforce every six o ight years? No. Ifwe hd 0, we would be.

Darrin Stanke  outof business inseven o ine ears
Zonith Tch b Luke Fleischmann
Advanced Drainage Systems
In a stte that s starvin for leadershp we force our effctive leaders
W have term limits, i called Termi have shifted
clection Tmabso- o
it il erstand about the time they are termed out,
then the and we as peole are
Suffring orit.
Scott Bazinet
Craig Fons. Lowe
Fonsan .
it
L

foryoutoolang, With theerm imits,you have o aina new person nd get.
them upto speed and at times our legisature mves low. This i an added
delaythat e do ot have time for.
Karl Grant
e of i

P the original intent of

term limits). Term limits sounded good o paper but backfired n actual
practice.

Keith Rose.

ity

By od i the d o
it th ssues i time for themntolave due o th term limits, No oneis

RECYCLED CONCRETE, CO.

Plant Locations
+Whitmore Lake Road, Whitmore
= Chilson Road, Howell

= Kensington Road, Brighton

T644 Whitmare Lk. Rd.» Brighton, NI 48115
phose 810-211-5138 + i B1D-231-5404.
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there long enough to g any substantial experience.

I'm beginning to think that we may be tossing the baby out with the

JohnCarl .

et rid o bong erm mebers o dost contbute much e These
are, however, and aways il be

Charlie Ganss
BridgeTic Sevics Corp.

d
i e s andcontine o serve and e s well, 0

all o the instiutonal Knowledge in our sals Legislture and Governor

Jery Nagelkick
Grund Vil Concrte Procts

electorae s o important 1o be & constant training ground. We nee to

‘The Michigan Legislature i more ellective in the natue of presering

‘peapl,but they dorithave the benefit of time n afice o learn the complex

Asa
oranother e
Gary Merkey
i oy ey passedtem it
Jackson erkey Cotractors. I Kich Lehman
Lelman BusinessServies LLC

Concis o0 pg. 55

Steven Brandon
Charlene Brady
Lillian Durham
Pirret
George Provo Mark Provo
37000 Grand River. Suite 150
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
(484710970
FAX (248) 4710641

i gswins.com

Pat Williams.

GRIFFIN, SMALLEY & WILKERSON, INC.

¥ VTG insurance Grous
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MITA Political Action Committe l/

MITA, INC. P.O. BOX 1640, OKEMOS, MI 48805-1640 + PHONE 517-347-8336 FAX 517-347-8344

“All that is necessary for evilto triamph s for all
‘good men fo stand by and do nothing”
= i Bdmn Bk

Kanow ar dontcare about ur aily to provide jobs,
our PAC allows us the opportuity to find and fund.
candidates who beleve in us and our employes. The
MITA PAC i now one o the top PACs i Micigan. B,

A

100 plas

100 ercent of the

you canaffetth legiltive proces. Do Candidates Really Need Our Help?
“The primary focus of MITAS . adequte L =
fure
providesrea and sl = Y
taxstream The o ew
aernment. s your PAC dolarsad your o, ha il o MITA toapen oo o
n Mz R
importance offidinginfstucure mprovements.
" = " upandcontibute: Don et oters cary your od.
‘e cotent.with“ting e ctes gy cary yourwegh” e only cheaing Make Your Voice Heard. Support the MITA PAC.
yourseland short changing ourindusty:
i y PACand remer “Those wh be involved.
Ut dmocrcy s ot secttorsport.

What is MITA PAC?
“The MITA POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE is the logidatv voice of
s MITA PAC

doomed to be controlled by those who dc

ol

MITA PAC Contribution Form

legilture. Yo inancial support of the MITA PAC gives all o s who caresbout
the future of ey construction and free eterpis a strong infaence in the
poltical process.

Why Do We Need a PAC and Why Should | Support It?

Yes .
for contractors
Enciosed is my persanal conriution of

Disomm Osao Ciesn Osam 0 Osen O

Narme.

funding Withoutyour support,ou el ofiflence to promote e puiic

Business Name.

s contanty nder ttack n th Michigan legiature. Not a day oes by tht

woukd boost our wrkers compensaton costs, negatvly impact ur labar fore,

thelegidative and regultory proces.
16w do ot prval i theegistive and regultoy process,we will e to

beinbusines!

Address.
B

Phone.

Swe___Zp.

Emai

Meke personal checks payable to/MTA PAC
P, Box 1640, Gkemos, M| 48805140

Nonsalased, non-managerial, and urion mermbers are profibiad

Micigan.Wehae spet et dea ofime educting the men and vomen who

Note: PAC Gortributions are no tax decictbe

impact that thei decisions have on o industy and you. But,the v allows us

PAC, please contact
Wike Nystrom, MITA vice pesident of nt and publc
relations at mikenystrom@mita.com or call 517.347 8336,
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2008 & 2009 CONTRIBUTORS TO MITA PAC

Ace Curm Eaupwent & S, Inc.

Busr Evsome, .

Micscan CAT
Miowesr Broce Conpany

Musocien & Sows, Ic.
Moogn InousTres, Inc. (Mooeaw Concrere)
My-Con, Inc.
Nace. Cnrcron,
Consurraws, Lo,
oww« Commucron Couemat
K. Conmacr

Lee Wooo ConTracrc,
‘Yauven Marmua ConTscrivs, Ic.
Zunon Noai Averica SuRery

MATA wad e 1o spres cur ppreciation totose merers
ontributed iter the printing ofthis publation.

Garen, Sy & Waicmon. e
Harous CongTmn,
s Fo, e
dom o Exmvmuc. nc.

Nuam. RmH B i b

Messio Dewaeanc, Inc

BALLO

ENGINEERS-CONTRACTORS
IRON MOUNTAIN, MI 49801

An Equal Opportunity Employer

Highway Construction
Site Development
Private Drives
&Parking Lots
Concrete Construction
Bituminous Paving
Earth Moving
Sewer and Water Construction

MEMBERS
Michigan Infrastructure & Transportation Assn.

Michigan Asphalt Paving Assn.
National Asphal PavementAssn.

mITA m cross-section




WViemberVoiceWhatisyouropimionoftermlimits?

Comiued frompg. 53

Doesit make

much sense to me
ik Andeack
ckPizen

anyone inthe egislaare. Term limits have been  disaser:
JW.Fisher
Fisher Contracting

2 rade. Instead of
reducing lobbying, which 1 beleve was the orgina intent, it has increased
Iobbying becanse o thei lack of knowledgeon al the ssues.

isators cxeates a considerable amount of earning everyterm, which could
o e with he xperience o peple v e sty e

s ity s i o eing i offs o cendo e

out for lectons. Most

1o accomplish ther gouls.

. th state rep my area has

ich

voted for term limits thinking that plitcans would make decisions

Jess on protecting e long seat and mre o the mertsofthe issues. Tn-

Inaddi

Ebony
Construction
Company, Inc.

Asphalt Paving
Milling
Material Supply

Certified in Indiana, Michigan & Ohio
8(a), DBE, MBE, SDB, EDGE, NOMBC
419-841-3455 (ronel

419-841-7845 (2
ebonyco.com

3510 Centennial Road, Sylvania, Ohio 43560

An squal opportunity smployer

dmita m cross-section

Leon Parrish
Parish Excavatng I

Vice President of Government
& Public Relations Comment

Coniwed rom 5. 20

it campig o moe drtly e ot e
bers in the legislative process in 2009, which vl call
upon each of you to participate by dirctly developing
a relationship with your State Representative and State
Senator. Then, as legislation is moving s way through
the Capitol, we il call on you directl to contact your
legisator and ask for their support on our side of the

I youare interested in getting more involved to help
promote your own industry please feel fre to contact
me at the MITA offce

To contact Mike Nystrom, email him at
mikenystrom@m-ita com
or call 517-347-8336.




Contied fom pg. 31

12/8/2008 Detrot Free Press:
Save roads with a modest gas
tax hike

“Theres no good time 1o raise taxes, and now.
admittedl, i one ofthe worst. Stll, o state elected
offiials o leave Michigan roads crumbling, and even
unplowed and unsalted this wintex forlack of money
i politcally cowardly and publicly irresponsible.
Legislators should act during the lame duck
session o increase funding for roads and transit
system, and Gov Jemnifer Granholm, who so far has
shown lttle courage or foresight on this issue, must
take the lead. Waiting for dozens of new legislators
o get up to speed on transportation issues next year

3 Locations and 25 Vears of Experienice fo serve you

ality of lfe and public safty.
Michigan's 19-cents-a-gallon gas tax was last
raised by four cents in 1997, Theres no magic
numbes, but a temporary increase of nine cents a
gallon, until the state can find better ways o pay for
transportation s reasonable. But an innovative plan
by the Mg nfstctne ad Tassporaion
Association (MITA) is even better and
mmediote sctou ook, Michigan contrsctors ek
14 billon in higher fuel taxes and registration fes.
“The plan, which would help stabilize revenues, calls
for an increase in registration fees of up to 505 and
replacing the per-gallon tax on gas and diesel with a
percentage tax on the wholesal price offuel..

12/8/2008 Oekland Press;
We need to bite bullet and
approve road tax
4 new tax increase proposal geared to
improving Michigans crumbling highways. Were
never xcited sbout  tax increase but considering the
condition ofour roads and th fairness of the plan, we
think it should be approved by the statelegislature.
“The Michigan Infrastructure and Transpartation
Association developed the proposal that would start
gt sl Mikigen
Tanporton gk
sk force camm.mayum this year
o h s deteriorating road infrastructure and
what could be done to fx the problem.
“The associations proposal would change the
curent g tax o an i percent whoesale e s

WINTER | 2009
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We represent the following companies’quality products:




“Ares and Sparks”

Director of ical Services Contiuad rom pg. 26

this serviethe qalty of constrcton plans will improre, el o resove I recogized that even withthebest cordiation ther il e
MITA ended the day 2

Theseissesrange

wrkers,andoss ol proi. Remember

s hand exposing deep s, tc. youget thepoint. To contact Doug Needham, e-mail him at douglasneedham@
mita,com or call §17-347-8336.

s of probems assosited|
oor atiy coo

|
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New Contractor Members

AMERICAN ASPHALT, INC.
www.americanasphalt.com

3025, Chares .

Lansing, Mich. 48912

Phone: 5174840260 | Fax: 5174840312
Contact: Rick Knop, Vi Presiden.
honap@america-asphalecom

MDOT Prequslicaion: CB

otratas: Ao, Rods, St Sdoaig, Wil Jonc

Sealing; Excavation, Earthwork, Site Development, Land Clearing;
Miling, Grinding/Recycling of Asphalt and Concrete; Sign Instala
tion, Pavement Marking

BRIDGETEC SERVICES
‘www,bridgetecservices.com

2101 Meyers

Ook Park, Mich. 48237

Phone: 2485443550 | Fax: 2485477347

Contact: Charlie Ganss, Owner/CEO
cganss@bridgetcservices.com

MDGT Preaqualfications: Fa, b, BA, J, N&V7, N2, NO1E, NS1F
CONTRACTOR: Caissons, Pilng, Shoring, Bidges; Concret Pave
ment, Joint Repai; Concrete Sawing

WELCOME nNEw mITA MEMBERS

New Associate Members

Lc EI\IGII\IEERING, Lc

14781 Dogwood Ct

Phmnth, . 461702

P T3AST25817 | Fax 7344204678
Contac:Laey A Coper, Preidere
larrycooper@uo

‘Specialty: Consultants: Civl Engineering,
Structural Underground Design, Testing/Inspection,
Scheduling, Claims, etc.; Environmental
Transportation

THOMPSON RECYCLE COMPANY
PO.Box 116

Tecumseh, Mich. 432850015
Phone: 517-266-1247 [Fax: 5172652270
CONTACT: John H. Thompson, President
SPECIALTY: Miling and Grincing of
Asphalt/Concrete.

New members who joined

ertified Public Accountants

“Serving the accounting, auditing, and taxation necds

of Michigan's construction industry
~

Fifmand A Swad fr. CPA
Gary M. Blanck, CPA

©alt (T34) 462-9333 1o schedule am appointment,
ANTOF Srvem Mile R, Siv. 145, Livonia, M,
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MITA Press Releases coxiss rompg 45

of 13 members. Nine represent interess including

ufacturing,  public can vote on their favorite choices and pothole contest winners
labor, transportation, agriculture, aviation, commerce, public transit,  wil be decided on March 30.

tourism, and the general public. Four members of the Legislature also The conest i  fn way to highlgh o seous proen, bt

serve on the Task Force thereis g oles and driving on
fullcopy of the task force Ny

A A ———" The contest s part of an angoing effrt o educate policymakers

P
the state. MIT is

and bridges today announced they are kicking offthei third annual

contest to identify the worst potholes in Michigan. The Michigan

Transportation Team (MTT) wil be swarding §

who submit pictares o the worst
Driving on crumb

et condiions nd cong he dire neet
ridge i o decades of esec. Now th situation
" evenues are plummeting, Since

Program (TRIP) out of Washington D.C 12 percent

gative into a positiv; hit a giant pothole and

here are some real rim-busters out W
February. said Mike Nystrom, vice preside You could trom said
public rltion for the Michigan Infastucture and Transportation I i @ broad-based.bi-parisan partnership of usines, lbor
Association (MITA) and co-chair of the Michigan Transportation Team,  10¢al government, associations and citizens linked with the common
‘We thought last year was bad, but we've got a rough spring in store: The
Due 1o the stff competiton, the MTT will b avarding four  DrveMI campaign is e to promoting the devclopment and
regional winners this year in northern, western, south nand ™ d efficie
B ves the public, private and economic development needs of
S Michigan. For moreinformation visit wwwrivemiorg

ts must take a picture of the worst potholed road
or crumbling bridge and uplosd it to wwwdrivemiorg. The general

INSURANCE BONDING

OAKLAND COMPANIES
INTEGRITY « COMMITMENT e SECURITY
Our Primary Client Goals:

Protect Your Assets * Control Your Costs * Provide Exceptional Service

1SO 9001:2000
Certified Co.

8 West Big Beaver, Suite 1200, Troy r\limimn 48084
www.oaklandcompan

Ph (248) 647-2500 » Fax (248) 647-4689
BT via = cross-section




Contined frompg. 49

*The ACEC Design Center will be  bridge to the future for talented
Michigan students who are intrestd in pursuing carcrs in engincering

ACEC members throughout. Michgan understand the

Brenke sid

 Pribodsaid

ecactveexbibis, we make un and nteresting Wevwant to

andbyus

*The engineering leaders of tomorrow will be walking through these
exhiits and we want t show them the possbilte that le head for them.
!

rovidethat
Prihod said the more than 500000 students and aduits who visit the
sclence center cach year il be able to take on the role of engincers —

benefits of ther talens™
The Transportation Infrastructure Gllry will not oy house the ACEC
Center for at least the next 10 years, but numerous other exhibts

ng Michigans vital infrastructure, including bridge desgn and road

ST S

Visitrs vill s gain  better understanding ofthe materals used o build
Michigas nfastructure.
ECDesign Center

il b completed by 2010
5020 John R . in Detrot, and

25000 square-fot ity n Fernsle and
The DetritScence Centr i locaed at

and the ACEC Design Center
will put s s tor s st o i
founder of G2 Consuling Group. T, of Troy and Brighton. “Weall emernber

ACEC of Michign represnts the busines intrests of mare than 100

Michigan engincerin

urveying, architeetural and rlated scintic fims

dreams ill begin here”
Prihod said the g

lery's ACEC exkibits tke the Detroit Scince Center

thebuit environment

MEETING YOUR NEEDS FOR
BONDS AND INSURANCE

mima = cross-section G
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WS

which would deciesse to 13 percent or 10 percent when gas prices.
ise. The decreasing fax rate is encouraging because it would take a

past summer.

12/8/2008 Detro
Lack of fundlng could delay road repairs

The Michigan Dt of Tspotaton said Fidy 246

12/8/2008 WLNS TV-Lansing:
State Releases 5-Year Transportation
Plan

worse of, The Michigan Department of Transportation just released
" Do .

road projects statewide over the next five years due to a lack of
funding, Those cuts mean the loss of nearly 8000 jobs the projects

llhave tobe.
deluytd unless the state can come up with increased money 1o dra
the full amount offederal money available.
“The list of projcts that would have to be moved back includes
Wayne, Oakl

Mike Nystrom, Transportation Lobbyist: “These are heavly
traveled routes that are lsted on this project that are being pulled
back In the end, s, every one of them are important to the future

Macomb and St. Clir counties. They are in the department’ new.
five-year plan for road repairs and new highway lanes from 2009
through 2013,

of Michigan.
those types of things that are a concern right now.”

12/4/2008 Grand Repids Press Editorisl
A new route to transportation funding
in Michigan

thing, Money does, it
enough. A new way of paying for highways, bridges and mass transit

Affiliated Local Unbons of the

MICHIGAN STATE CONFERENCE of
PLASTERERS AND CEMENT MASONS

PLASTERERS & CEMENT
Bichct Rlohon. Baskacs Maneger
mm Ol 4oy sz

P i
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must be found. Part of the solution should be.
4 restructuring and increase of the statés gas
tax, the prime driver of our transportation
infrastructure,
That is

the logical conclusion of Gov
Jennifer Granholis Transportation Funding

Task Foree, which recently reviewed the sorry
state of financing for Michigan roads. The
ouis sobering concusio: Michigan s fas.
approachinga

1/20/2008 Detot Fres Press
Proposal overhauls funding for Michigan's roads

A construction industry group is pushing to change g
raise more money for roads

taxes in Michigan to

and other transportation needs.
Two major changes would fund the bulk of a proposal by the Michigan
Infrastructure and Transportation Association (MITA) to rase an additional $15
bilion ayear in state transportation funds.

11/11/2008 Forbes:

Better if Michigan taxes ges price

1 does nothing. the sate stands (o lose 1 f— "

biliona yea in federal funds which e st ol itha »
n a rlssed Mond

decline. Construction workers will osejobs. Bus
systems, which rely on the tate transportation

funds, too, willlose operational dollars

Infrastructure  and
(MITA)  has

The  Michigan
Transportation  Association
suggested e solution,

12/4/2008 WLAJ-TV Lansing:
Local Leaders Seek
Transportation Funds

165 gtting down o the wire for state
ewonl

pass transportation funding and

reforms before their holiday break.

On Wednesday, mayors and other local
leaders gathered o urge lawmakers to consider
the bill,

They say support for road and bridge
repairs will bring more jobs to our state
and billions of dollars in new developments
across the region, it would also improv safety
conditions on our roads

You drive through several metropolitan
areas across the state and we see plywood
under bridges;
Infrastructureand Transportation Association.

says Mike Nystrom, from the

“That i just holding up the deterioration that

i going on the bridge above,

Swapping the taxes would let revenes rise or fall with changing fuel prices
rather than tying gas revenues to consumption, which is faling as motorists drive
more fel-ffici

cars or cut back on buying gas to cope with prices that at one
point topped $4 per gallon.

GEOTECHNICAL
ENVIRONMENTAL

CONSTRUCTION
ENGINEERING

YABBA
DABBA DO

From topsoil to bedrock and every layer in between, the geotechnical,

environmental and construction engineering experts at G2 can't wait to
unearth your site's possibilities.

Troy, M 248.680.0400
Brighton, Mi: 810.224.4330
Chicago, IL: 847.353.8740

winw g2consultnggroup.com

& coNsULTING GROUP, Lic

UNEARTHING POSSIBILITIES

mima = cross-section FIE



The Signaling Function of Transportation Infrastructure:

the Theory of the Broken Window c.

d a9, 43

will stay apart from their fellows, moving with averted eyes, silent lips,

and hurried steps. “Dorrt get involved.” For some residents, this growing
atomization will matter little, because the neighborhood is not. their
‘home” but “the place where they live” Their interests are elsewhere; they
are cosmopalitans. But it will matter greatly to other people, whose lives

forafew

elible friends whom they artange to meet. Such an area is vulnerable to
crminal nvasion. Though it s not ineviable, it is more lkely tht here,
sather than i places whee people are confdent they can egulate public
behavior by informal controls, drugs will change hands, prostitutes will
solict, and cars will be tripped. That the drunks will be robbed by boys
who do it as alark, and the prostittes’customers will be robbed by men
who do it purposefully and perhaps violentl Muggings will occu
“The Albuguerque Police Department found that filure to vigorously

of the highways to lawlessness, causing urban decay and an escalation in
serious crime both on and offthe highway: And the New York City Transit
Department experience reveals the same dynamic with respect to New.

W via = cross-section

York' subways.

1 suggest that because our roads, bridges, rails and
airports are the omnipresent symbal of the community’s
soliitude forits own economy, an untended transportation
infrastructure signals a community’s abandonment. of
hope for its economic future. For one, it suggests that
the pace of economic activity has not only declined, but
also there is no hope of recovery, because we would not
allow our transportation infrastructure to deteriorate and
even abandon part of it unless we expected permanently
reduced transportation needs resulting from a permanently
depressed economy. On the other hand, a clean, efficient
and modern transportation system telegraphs every
day over and over again a collective expectation of and
commitment to prosperity. Because we would not invest
in the arteries through which commerce flows unless ve
believed in a future where lots of commerce will, indeed,
flow it signals a collctive faith ina future where highways
will carry ever mre prosperous familcs, consumers and
producers.

Improvement or even just break even maintenance of
the transportation infrastructure, therefore, sends a signal
that the economic future has not been abandoned and we
do not expect a permanently depressed level of economic

In other words, a degraded transportation
infrastructure taxes cconomie activity and depresses it
not only by adding to the cost of transporting goods and
services, but also because it taxes our sense of economic
optimism. To the dogree that the state signals that it has
constructively “sbandoned” the infrastructure o personal
and commercial mobility, the movement of people and
business is progressively burdened with a sense of friction
and obstacle,

In combination with other consequences of poor
transportation infrastructure like reduced productivity,
impaired economic cooperation and less  effective

exploitation of comparative advantag by less specialized
producers, this can trigger a cascade of harmful economic




and socal effcts that cumulatvely conlesces into 3 vateall-
like economie decline, it we are witnessing
today. Thus, seemingly small disorders in the transportation
infiastructure, like potholes, asphat cracks and graffiti may, in
turn, i cascade of economic decline much like a broken
window triggers a cascade of decay ina ity neighborhood.

“This should not surprise. Freshman Economics courses
throughout the world instruct their students that prosperity
is vitally connected to consumers’ expectations. Consumer
expenditures account for more than 6 out of every S10 spent
in the American cconomy. When consumers are upbeat, they
have a higher propensity o spend on goods and services. This
i i tockval

and government.revenues.  On the other hand, crumbling
consumer confidence (triggered, in part, by crumbling
transportation infrastructure) means crumbling business sales
R i D
eal estate. Sound famila

gm0 C e S G
imvestors reluctant to imvestin the United States. It raises the
prospect of a weakening business climate and faling interest
rates, both which bode ill for the dollar’s value.  Foreign
investors wil,thereloe,sll our currency, our bonds, our tocks,
our businesses and our jobs in search of higher returns and a
stronger economy elsewhere. On the other hand, an ebullient
consumer lifts US. interest rates, business sales and profits,
job growth and stack market returns and promises a higher
retur relative to investment in other nations. This dynamic

tocks and m

American business enterprises and jobs reltive to investment
in enterprises and obs i other nations.

‘The consumer’ state of mind and the tate of our economy.
are inextricably intertwined. And the consumers state of
mind is intertwi

ed. in a fundamental way, with the signals
communicated by the relative decay or maintenance of the.
transportation infrastructure.

The signs of physical disorder are highly visible cues
to which neighborhood residents respond. 11 influences
Contoues npo. 67
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With the smell of spring n the air, many of you are preparing
for the possibilty of a busy construction season. The following
list

Construction Safety Standards

> State and federal jobsite postings (minimum wage, right
to know,etc.). Postings have to be available for employees
o view at any time.

> MIOSHA 300 annual summary posted where employees
have access to read it. The annual summary must be
posted from February 1t April 30th,

> Safety or accident prevention program that all employees
are familiar with along and a qualified person to implement
the program.

> Atleast one person on each job trained in first aid

> Annual inspections for all of your lfting and  digging

equipment
These items are all a must i order o remain in compliance.

MITA recommends starting  to-do ls of the things you need to

et done before work stars up L. update PPE, check tags and

stamps onliftingdevice, efesher training

for flagger, fork lft and aerial it

certfcations tomameafow, g~
1f you need help in any

of these areas or have any

questions, contact Patrick
Brown at patrickbrown@mi-
ita.com or call the MITA office
517-347-83%6.

BT mima = cross-section



The Signaling Function of Transportation Infrastructure:

the Theory of the Broken Window s renss e

‘migeation, investment and the overall viabilty of a neighborhood.

1t precipitates a cascade of negative events, motivating residents
to move out of their neighborhaod. And because people move

out only if they have the financial means to do so, out migration

becoming poorer relative o other states all the time. A social and
economic feedback loop is grounded in our investment (or lack
thereof) in our roads, bridges, airports and rails.  Our nation,
our states, and our community’s future s vitally threatened by the

This whole cascade of events cannot, of course, be traced

Teads to more crime, disorder instability and transience, negative

decaying

in an infnite loop.

therefo

sometimes iniiated by, but aays contributed to and accelerated

a highly visible cue to which consumers and businesses respond.
B DOy S L
And,

I assert that if economic actors broadly share. postive
expectations about the states commitment to a high level of
‘maintenance of the physical infrastructure that makes economic
trnstctons potele, I economic stas ol tht thre i &

move out of

hard workers.
and risk takers will etain the overwhelming share of the fruits of

they todoso thereby
incresses the concentration of poverty amang those lft behind.  regulations widely regarded s fi, then investment in new
America businessand job creation il lw And economic withdraal and
e n e 69
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Construction Materials

Natural Gravel _I Material I_JeM’y___I

www.stoneco.net |

Stoneco Eastern Division (734) 241-8966
Ottawa Lake ® Maybee * Monroe ® Newport ® Ann Arbor © Ida

794 7.{

Stoneco Western Division (269) 216-
Grand Rapids * Kalamazoo * Moscow

Providing All grades of Construction Limestone, Sand & Gravel
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The Signaling Function of Transportation Infrastructure:

the Theory of the Broken WIindow crmesenss &

risk aversion will be inhibited. 1f, on the other hand, economic actors
abserve that government cannot even maintain Detroit’s roads o the
New .<

its cumulative neglect of roads, bridges, airports and rals, by
potholes, chunks of cement falling on the hoads of cars from

officers of major corporations to take down huge bonuses and receive

they hear the message that the government is ineff
committed to fairness and the maintenance of cither the physical
infrastructure that permits economic cooperation over distance or
the rules of a free and competitive market. Under such conditions,
consumers and businesses alike hunker down, retreat from risk.

wying bridges, graffiti y barriers,
asphalt bike paths and cement sidewalks riddled with cracks
and the occasional bridge collapse, that the nation has given

dered ascendancy to other nations. And, in the context
of the nations domestic economy, Michigan signals, by the
same neglect, that it has given up in the struggle or jobs and
economic growth relatve to other states

i the face of an uncertain future. The resut of such public economic

People assign a high value to public order, and feel relieved and
reassured when the police help them maintain that order. Similarly,
people assign a high value to a safe and efficient transportation
infrastructure and feel reassured when the government adequately
‘maintains the infrastructure that makes cconomic transactions an
personal mobilty possible

In the context of the global economy, our nation's economy is
vulnerable to a dynamic of withdrawal and decline similar to that of
the neighborhood with a broken window when the nation signals, by

NOTE FROM AUTHOR:

Yourmay recall that used to beastate senator from Oakland
County and, before that, a state representativ. I retired from
the Michigan Senate in 1996 because of a lfe threatening
illness.

Irecently returned to Michigan with my family afte living
in Jackson Wyoming for several years, so that my son could
attend kindergarten here, Now that I was back in Michigan
‘and my health was better, | naturally started looking around for
things to do to help my home state. I soon concluded that the
most important thing that the state government could do to

PRI PAVEMENT RECYCLING [NC

I wrote the enclosed essay outlining a fresh perspective
about why a transportation infrastructure progeam is vital to
both Michigans and the natioris economie recovery. I think |
said. befo

IMLAY CITY, MI 48444 + PHONE: 810-724-8200

Pavement Recycling: In-Place
Asphalt Pulverizing
Base Stabilizing

+ Asphalt
+ Cement

Gary VanHevel
Presdent

MITA m Cross-section
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apprenticeship prograrh an important
part i pfesiona gt
i . Charlick stated, ~ -
< *Having passed'a college calculus
ass | expecied hat there was very
it MLTAI c0uid teach me about
math, Bt with their unique approach
o teaching | leamed how the mathematic
principles | leamed n college apply in
 the real world,College ddr teach mé
that. Also, the wide variety of subjects '

Michigan Laborers’ Training and_Apprenticeship Institute _provides

training to apprentices and journey persons alike. Our instructors have a

top-notch

chnology. Our state-of-the-art training facili-

erry and Iron Mountain accommodate

ually. Courses range from 2 hours to 120

hours in lengih and include environmental training, construction training,
fife skills courses as well as on-line courses

Graduates reaching Journey worker status can be granted college credits
atvirtually all of Michigan's community colleges

MLTA and the Consruction Craft Laborers spprenticesnip program

depandabl, punctual and [ustworthy. You have 10 bing your“A” game
every day”

Union wages and benefits are among the best in the nation. If great E 1

money and benefits are of interest to you, contact a Laborers Local UNION i aborers Toinngnd pprentceshipstise
in your area o contact Michigan Laborers Training and
Institute. Se2sois  wmaboresorg




MITA 2009 Etent

JANUARY

January 8-11, 2009
MITA Ski Weekend
Boyne Highlands
January 21-23, 2009
MITA Annual
Conference

Soaring Eagle Casino and
Resort, M. Pleasant,
January 30, 2009

MITA Super Conference
Crowne Plaza, Grand Rapids

FEBRUARY

February 20, 2009

MITA Super Conference
Sterling Inn, Sterling Heights
February 26, 2009

MITA Super Conference
Causeway Bay Hotel, Lansing

MARCH

March 4, 2009
Industry Night
Noto's, Grand Rapids
6:00 p.m.

March 7-14, 2009
MITA Management
Conference

Hiton Los Cabos, Los Cabos,
Mexico

March 18, 2008
Industry Night

The University Club, Lansing
6:00p.m

March 25, 2009
Industry Night

The Italian American Center,
Livonia

6:00p.m.

April 14, 2009

MITA Office
1:00 p.m

MAY

May 2, 2008
Presidential Gala
The Royal Park Hotel, Rochester

May 20, 2009
Western Mlchlgan
Sail Tes
Golf Outi &
Boulder Creek, Belmont.

JUNE

June 9, 2009
Board Meeting
Country Club of Lansing
8:30am

June 10, 2009
Central Michigan
Golf Outing

Eagle Eye Golf Club

JULY

July 16, 2009
Southeast Michigan
Golf Outing &
Silent Auction

July 23-26, 2009
MITA Summer
Conference

Boyne Mountain

AUGUST
August 11, 2009
Board Meeting
MITA Office

1:00 p.m.

OCTOBER
October 13, 2009
Board Meeting

Hunter's Ridge Hunt Club
8:30a.m.

Wil vt = cross-section



BID LETTINGS

Friday, January 9 Friday, July 10
Friday, February 6 Friday, August 7

Friday, September 4
Friday, October 2
Friday, November &

Friday, June 6 Friday, December 4

December 11, 2009 MITA BOARD MEETINGS

DECEMBER

December 2008 Date TBA ﬁiﬂ;’:} r';llalf:\;ga" o 13.'.5"”3' . 1pm.

Western Michigan Country Club of Lansing June 9, 2008,

Holiday Party 11:30a.m. Country Club of Lansing, 8:30 a.m.
11:30am December 18, 2009 August 11, 2008,

December 11, 2009 Southeastern NIeOee \LEE

Board Meeting Michigan Holiday CEpEH ) y
Country Giub of Lansing Party e

December 11, 2008,
Country Club of Lansing, 8:30 a.m.

8:30a.m 11:30am.

A A\ Kotz, Sangster, Wysocki and Berg, P.C.
y £ Construction Law Specialists
Kotzgangster +Limasrion
* ARBITRATION
+ CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION
* EMPLOYMENT AND LABOR
+ CORPORATE TRANSACTIONS
* REPRESENTING
- General Contractors
- Subcontractors
- Developers
- Owners and management companies.

Solvmg carpulats and litigation problems for the construction industry

e xcm.mm " Comer Sute 400 400 East Front Stree, Suite G 300 Park, Suite 265
Buch: 4 Birmingham, Michigan 48009-3413
Teephone: (13)250.8300 Telephone: (269) 697-4863 ‘Telephone: (248) 646-1050.
Facsimile: (313) 259-1451 Facsimile: (269) 6974867 Facsimile: (248) 646-1054

WWW.KOTZSANGSTER.COM

mima = cross-section I



America's Trench Box Builder”

Efficiency Production, Inc.
Special "Back the PAC" Offer

To support MITA's Political Action Committee and to
signify our 37 years of innovation, service and lead-
ership in the Trench Shielding Industry, Efficiency
Production is presenting this special of
B For every rental or purchase of Efficiency
trench shielding products in 2008, Efficiency
will make a $100 contribution on your behalf
to MITA's Political Action Committee to
advance the legislative funding initiatives that

benefit Michigan's Underground Contractors.
and Road Builders.

W Just tear out this ad and mail it, fax it, or
mention it with your order.

™ Contact Mike Ross, 517-525-1265, for more.
information.

Slide Rail System|

Call us for Factory Direct

| | —

EEE[@]ED{]@W Sales & Rentals!

inmeaenoominie:  800-552-8800
| www.efficiencytrenchbox.com |
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PARTNERED FOR YOUR SUCCESS

Partners working mgether to produce more than the sum of their individual efforts

,m [ association |

Services
MITA supports you with crucial industry information, training and material resources.
Association Benefits supports you in reuining talented employees through valuable employee benefic packages.

Savings
MITA helps you to avoid costly mistakes through their safety compliance services.
Association Benefits helps you design a benefic plan thar meets your specific goals within your designated budget

Solutions
MITA answers* your difficult questions on trucking regulations, utility claims, legal advice, just to name a few
Association Ben swers* your questions on compliance issucs like COBRA, Medicare, and HIPAA.
* If we don't have the answer, well refer you to an industry professional who does!

MITA is always just one call away ... and so is Association Benefits.
Interested? Call for you fiee, no-obligation quote for a BCBSM/BCN plan today!
Already enrolled in BCBSM or BCN plan? Just a letter can roll you into the MITA/BCBSM program.

The best place to start is by calling (800) 7




Excavation Class at the
Local 324 Training Center

LocaL 324 MISSION STATEMENT

LocaL 324’s VALUE PROPOSITION




= Fuel consumption from 1.6 GPH

= WAS00-6 with fuel consumption
starting at 5.2 GPH

h N

To find out more about Komatsu's fuel savings,
contact your nearest AlS sales representative today!

GRAND RAPIDS
18) 52-2400

SAGINAW TRAVERSE CITY
Bt 000 0

(231) 267-5080
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