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MITA Association Health Plan through
Salus Group, now an NFP company

Association Health Plan

« Allows small & large businesses to band together to obtain
healthcare coverage as if they were a single large employer

e Multiple comprehensive plan designs O Blﬂg gﬁ?;g
« Competitive pricing V& Blue Care Network
®

e Large group products offered to small groups ®  of Michigan
« No member level rating
e Dental & Vision Coverage

For your business | For your people | For your life

B, .6 X
B-8-4 * *
BN *@*

Employee Benefits & An Extension of Your
Compliance Made Easy Human Resources Department

Complete &
Enrollment Management +

Consolidated Invoicing Comprehensive

Compliance Oversight

Contact us for a free consultation

Stacy Harris Mike Buck Rod Welsh
586.554.7672 586.817.0833 248.390.3903
sharris@thesalusgroup.com mbuck@thesalusgroup.com rwelsh@thesalusgroup.com



 Foster Blue Water Ol

DIESEL | GASOLINE | DEF
LUBRICANTS | PROPANE

Delivered on time, safely, every time

EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNT
BROGRAM

FOR ALL
MITAMEMBERS

RICHMOND | MARINECITY | LAPEER | LEXINGTON | DECKER
CARSONVILLE | PEWAMO | TEKONSHA | BRIDGEPORT
BAY CITY | MIDLAND | HARRISON | WEST BRANCH | MIO

(800) 552 -4919 fosteroil.com
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The noise barrier subgrade

on the Interstate 94 project in
Berrien County. Photo courtesy
of Adam Rochefort.

NEW MITA MEMBERS

New Contractor Members
Gayanga Co.
Heavy Structural Preservation, LLC

New Associate Members
E-Tank
Bostick Truck Center

Welcome Aboard
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EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

NOW WHAT?

Dwelling on the past seldom yields
anything but pain and continued
suffering, but if you don't learn from it,
you are often doomed to repeat it. Last
fall's lame-duck session was a devastating
process. It began full of promise and
hope and ended with utter devastation.
Why? Plain and simple, it was a lack of
leadership on many levels. A Governor
with no specific plan but plenty of options
for the legislature to gravitate toward or
embrace. A House of Representatives
that were more concerned with their

own individual interests than our state
as a whole. In short, priorities were set
and ignored, which demonstrates a
complete lack of respect for the process
and the needs of our state. We must fix
the infrastructure under our feet before
we pay the Netflix subscription! The real
question is, when will we hit the tipping
point? When will our elected officials
decide that it is in the state’s best interest
to put infrastructure at the top of the
proverbial pile and actually do something
other than talk about it?

Continued on page 8

Rob Coppersmith

robcoppersmith@thinkmita.org
517-347-8336
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& Supply, Inc.

Engine Type - 2.2 liter 4 cylinder
Max. Engine Power - 74 HP
ARPM - EB0O0

25125 Trans X Rd.

Noui, MI 48375
248.449.4944

CcCCe774DCV Walk Behind Saw \
14" . 42" Blade Capacity

=y

§ PrRODUCTS;

Peak Engine Torque - 188 ft - Ibs.
Max. Cutting Depth - 17.5%

Arbor - 1%
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(Janitowoc GROVE
NATIONAL CRANE
Manitex: IMANITOU
Manitowoc & . N L

Grove Cranes :

Michigan's

Authorized Distributor for

National Crane
Boom Trucks

Knuckle
Boom
Cranes

Manitou
Telehandlers

OEM Parts / Onsite Field
Service Shop Service / Third
Party Inspections / Crane
Certifications PM Services /
Equipment Rebuilds / Painting

& Restoration www.wppecrane.com 734.947.9250 o

/ INDIANA / KENTUCKY

Your Trusted Name in
Trenchless Excavation Since 1976

Boring and Jacking » 24"OD to 84"OD
Pipe Jacking » 42"ID to 144"ID
Tunneling » 42"ID to 144"I1D
Microtunneling

Guided Tube Boring

Horizontal Directional Drilling

Dick, Scott or Tim
517.529.9406

Scott 517.206.5423 (ccll)

Tim 734.552.2667 (ccl/)
Fax 517.529.4504

MDOT, INDOT, ODOT Prequalified, Union

2535 Bader Road - Horton, Michigan 49246
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Continued from page 6
The Good News

Funding is being discussed at levels never seen before for
a variety of reasons, including a strong PAC and the continued
education of elected officials with real-time information
concerning the needs communities are facing. But in typical
legislative fashion, nothing seems to get done until we actually
have a crisis. MITA has been working diligently for the past three
years to get ahead of this curve. We are the car stuck in the mud
spinning its wheels, and eventually, we will hit solid pavement
and propel ourselves out of this mess. The real question is
what toll it will take on the industry as we work through this
quagmire of a process.

For the now what?

Speaker of the House Representative Matt Hall has developed
a plan that could generate $3.1B in additional revenue annually
for Michigan roads and infrastructure without new revenue. This
bold proposal does not require new revenue but a shuffling
of the deck and a reprioritizing of current state revenues. The
governor has also proposed a similar dollar figure for a road
funding solution at $3.0 billion, but it is vastly different in where
the money comes from. Governor Whitmer's plan is to find
new revenue from a variety of sources, including a marijuana
tax, advertising taxes, and a corporate income tax increase.
MITA has been agnostic on how we get to our suggested 3.9B

annual shortfall but will certainly weigh in with Speaker Hall
and the Governor’s team in an effort to facilitate a long-term
stable funding solution. MITA is currently in the process of
determining the potential job losses if we continue down our
current trajectory. At first flush, the numbers are staggering.
We will be using this information to further compel our elected
officials to do the right thing for Michigan families. Our jobs
provide good benefits and a real wage that can support a
family. And a short ride or watch of the news will continue to
demonstrate that we do have a statewide infrastructure problem.

MITA and industry partners will be launching a campaign to
drive this and many other infrastructure-related points forward
via a multimedia blitz funded by industry partners and MITA.
What can you do? Continue to advocate for proper funding
with your elected officials. Talk about the job losses headed
your way if funding doesn’t occur. Support the PAC. It is easy
to get disenfranchised when you don't see a direct correlation
between the spending and the results, but the PAC has kept
MITA in the game when it comes to the funding discussion. In
an era of so much noise, we are still being heard, so take some
comfort in that.

Rob CS

Upgrade Your Fleet with Royal

Customizing your truck is our passion and priority. Our Michigan
upfit centers deliver high-quality, tailored solutions.

Royal specializes in upfitting semi-trucks with
advanced hydraulic systems for:

e Dump Trailers

o Roll-off Trailers

o Walking Floor Trailers

« Removable Gooseneck Trailers

o Any trailer with hydraulic rams

Heavy Duty Power Take Off (PTO) systems
for all vocational applications:
o Hydraulic fluid systems
e Bulk Pneumatic systems
(Both systems on 1 truck if required)

Custom Accessories for Your Truck:
e Strobe Lights
e Headache Racks
« Storage Boxes
o Pick Up Ramps
o Variety of Fender Options
e Custom Graphics

248-773-3817

www.royaltrailersales.com
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d& utility Trailer =

%
I

Premier Dealer for Heavy Duty Trailers

Six locations throughout the state of Michigan

Experience unparalleled service and expertise with Royal Truck & Utility Trailer. Equip your fleet with the
best in the business and conquer your heavy-duty jobs with confidence.

MAC TRAILERS

High-quality dump and flatbed trailers driven by

innovation.

PITTS TRAILERS R
Expertly crafted for lowboy, heavy haul, and ?/

forestry applications.

TALBERT TRAILERS
Known for robust lowboy, tag-along, and
specialized heavy haul trailers.

Contact us today to learn more about our top-of-the-line trailers and
find the perfect solution for your heavy-duty needs!

248-773-3816

www.royaltrailersales.com

T Talbert:

SINCE 1838
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GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

THE

ROLLERCOASTER OF

ROAD FUNDING

The rollercoaster of road funding in the Michigan capitol
continues into February with some hope, but an eerie feeling
still looms that has been present for decades. Seemingly, all
politicians want to fix the roads and support infrastructure
investments, but when push comes to shove, the Legislature
fails to address the problem. The 2024 lame-duck session
had moments of hope that something would get done
but ultimately failed because of the weight of the issue.
Governor Whitmer's attempts to keep the issue out of the
public’s view during the campaign season and through the
elections meant that there was little time to come up with
legislative solutions between the elections and the end of
the year. It was a long shot and a Hail Mary that ultimately,
we found the Governor didn’t have the arm strength to
reach the endzone.

And so we start with a new Legislature in 2025 with
a new majority. Republicans won back majority in the
November elections and elected Matt Hall as the Speaker
of the House. During lame duck, then Minority Leader
Matt Hall proposed a $2.7 billion annual road funding plan
that wasn't able to gain enough support prior to the 2024
session ending. His proposal and his idea of funding roads
sustainably in the future is to use existing revenues in our
current state budget and reprioritize that money towards
road funding. Also included in the plan is a long-standing
MITA priority to redirect every tax dollar spent on gasoline
purchases toward improving our roads. Michigan is one of
six states that assess sales tax on its motor fuel and uses
none of that revenue to maintain and build our roads or
bridges. Fortunately, one of the first proposals Speaker
Hall introduced in 2025 was a $3.1 billion road funding
increase. Similar to the plan he presented in December
2024, his $3.1 billion proposal uses mainly existing revenues
from the state’s coffers and a swap on the sales tax on fuel
to increase the transportation budget.

SPRING 2025

Lance Binoniemi

lancebinoniemi@thinkmita.org
517-347-8336

As we had hoped, Governor Whitmer countered Speaker
Hall's proposal with her own $3 billion road funding plan.
The Governor’s plan contrasted the Speaker’s plan in that
it relies on about 25% of existing revenue and 75% new
revenue. The administration’s new revenue proposal comes
from an increase in the state’s marijuana tax, an increase in
Michigan’s corporate income tax, getting every tax dollar
paid at the pump to go towards roads, and $500 million in
undisclosed cuts.

It is good to have competing proposals from competing
parties; there is no question about that. And, by the way
we read it, the Governor and Speaker Hall have agreed to
$1.5 billion already with the sales tax on fuel swap which
brings in $1 billion annually and $500 million in undisclosed
cuts. This a good starting point and | sincerely hope that
when this article comes out, a plan will have already been
passed. Revenues for this year's budget and next year's
starting on October 1 are relatively flat, and the big drop
off will come in fiscal year 2026 / 2027, which starts October
1, 2026. Things couldn’t be more urgent as momentum is
at an all-time high, and it just takes legislative leaders and
the governor to sit down and hash their differences out if,
in fact, they all support increased infrastructure investments
as they have all stated in the past.

The Governor is scheduled to give her State of the
State address on February 26, 2025, and it is anticipated
that she will lay some groundwork on a potential long-
term, sustainable road funding solution. After that, the
major focus of the Michigan government will be the state
budget, and road funding could see its way into that
debate. Regardless, the heavy construction industry must
continue to fight for long-term funding by supporting the
MITA PAC, reaching out to lawmakers through phone,
mail, or email, or inviting them out to a job site when they
become active. €S
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Be a part of the solution! Last year, the MITA PAC raised over $500k and propelled MITA into the limelight in Lansing. To be
effective with our legislative efforts, we need to maintain the momentum. We've got the legislature’s attention.... now we need
to keep it!

But more importantly, the dollars raised allowed for epic pre-election spending last September, putting our and the state’s

funding issues on every lawmaker's radar.
A big thank you to those of you who donated! €S

Name Company Amount
George Verscheure* C. A. Hull Co,, Inc $110.00
Ken Wolverton* Give 'Em A Break Safety $50.00
Jeff Irvin* Action Traffic Maintenance, Inc. $125.00
Robert Hentkowski Dan's Excavating, Inc. $500.00
Joe Goodall Dan's Excavating, Inc. $500.00
Dennis Rozanski Dan's Excavating, Inc. $500.00
James Doescher Dan's Excavating, Inc. $1,000.00
Patty Meyer* $25.00
Justin Peyerk Dan's Excavating, Inc. $2,500.00
Chris Woolley* C. A. Hull Co., Inc. $50.00
Will Morrison* Give 'Em A Brake Safety $50.00
Jack R Dykstra I Dykstra Realty 1, LLC $1,000.00
Timothy Peake* Action Traffic Maintenance, Inc. $125.00
Michael Kalin* Kalin Construction Company $100.00
Brian Mayer* Ajax Paving Industries $50.00
Gerald Kalin* Kalin Construction Company $250.00
Jay Desai* C. A. Hull Co., Inc. $85.00
Dave Terbeek AlS Constrution Equipment $1,000.00
Jennifer Slater* Action Traffic Maintenance, Inc. $50.00
Ron Acciavatti Pamar Enterprises Inc. $2,500.00
Tom Rizor Hoffman Bros., Inc. $2,500.00

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the MITA PAC this
year. The money raised will be spent judiciously with input from the
MITA PAC Board and also the entire MITA Board of Directors.

MITA PAC funds are given to political candidates who support
initiatives that are important to the heavy highway/underground industry
and to combat those candidates who are against our goal of long-term,
sustainable infrastructure funding. The more these funds are targeted to the
right candidates, the more our industry will thrive.

If you have any questions about how your PAC contributions are being spent, M"’A
feel free to email MITA’s Executive Vice President Rob Coppersmith
(robcoppersmith@thinkmita.org), or MITA’s Vice President of Government
Affairs Lance Binoniemi (lancebinoniemi@thinkmita.org). AG

Long-Term Sustainable Funding Campaign 2025

The MITA Political Action Committee (PAC) is a strong contributor to the overall political voice of

Michigan’s heavy construction industry. MITA PAC is the most effective tool our industry has to
support candidates who will fight in favor of contractors in the Michigan legislature. Your
personal financial support of the MITA PAC gives all of us who care about the future of heavy
construction the opportunity to have a strong influence in the political process.

WWW.THINKMITA.ORG 11



ENGINEERING

FHWA RESCINDS

LONGSTANDING
WAIVER FOR

MANUFACTURED
PRODUCTS: WHAT
IT MEANS FOR THE

INDUSTRY

In a significant move that could reshape the landscape of
highway construction, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
has officially rescinded its longstanding waiver for manufactured
products used in transportation projects. This decision is expected
to have a ripple effect on how materials and products are sourced
and used in federal highway and infrastructure projects across
the United States.

Effective March 25, 2025, the FHWA released the final rule
amending their Buy America (BA) regulation by terminating the
Manufactured Products General Waiver, which has been in place
since 1983. The General Waiver allowed for the exemption of
a wide variety of items used on federal-aid highway projects —
including electronics, ITS hardware, electrical equipment, signal
boxes, pumps, and many more — from provisions mandating
that they be produced in the United States. Under the final rule,
a manufactured product is defined as an article, material, or
supply that has been processed into a specific form and shape
or combined with other articles, materials, or supplies to create
a product with different properties than the individual articles,
materials, or supplies.

The FHWA is applying a phased-in approach to this
implementation. Under the revised rule, beginning with federal
aid projects obligated on or after October 1, 2025, manufactured
products must be assembled (i.e., no requirements related to the
source or origin of the components) in the United States. After
that, projects obligated on or after October 1, 2026, more than
55 percent of manufactured product components (by cost) must
be made in the United States.

The FHWA was made aware of strong industry opposition of
rescinding the General Waiver, including from MITA and ARTBA.
During the open comments period, MITA sent a letter strongly
opposing the termination of the General Waiver. The letter made
clear that MITA is not necessarily opposed to working towards the
expansion of America’s manufacturing capacity and promoting

12 MITA CROSSSECTION SPRING 2025

Rachelle VanDeventer, P.E.

rachellevandeventer@thinkmita.org
517-347-8336

domestic economic and domestic job growth, but MITA feels very
strongly not only that the justification for granting the original
waiver still applies, but it is essential to avoiding significant cost
increases and project delays or cancellations for items of minimal
significance.

The FHWA acknowledges that the revised Final Rule is expected
to increase material costs for manufactured products used in

federal-aid highway construction projects, but it may trigger
Continued on page 53

Contractors Insurance Bonds Pension Plans

Group Health & Life

I Inuegendent
lnsurance
yent

ZERVOS GROUP, INC.

INSURANCE & BONDS

24724 Farmbrook Rd. P.O. Box 2067
Southfield, Michigan 48037-2067

(248) 355-4411 » www.zervosgroup.com
Staff of 40 to provide “Service with Zervos”

Gus E. Zervos
Steve M. Zervos
Michael G. Zervos

Joe Zubor
Ryan Dudek
John O'Connell




DEWATERING
BYPASS PUMPING
ONE-PASS TRENCHING
POWER GENERATION

Mersino is the premier full-service solution for your
groundwater control and pumping needs.

24 HOURS | 7 DAYS A WEEK | 365 SERVICE
866.MERSINO | WWW.MERSINO.COM




SAFETY & COMPLIANCE

THE IMPORTANCE OF
HANDLING A MIOSHA

INSPECTION THE
RIGHT WAY

MIOSHA inspections are a part of the job; they are unavoidable
and will happen.

Over recent years, MITA members have received additional
citations, avoidable citations, and even arrests because they did
not know how to handle these inspections.

In many trainings, | cover what to expect, what to do, and what
not to do during an inspection, but if you haven’t been able to
attend a training, | will review some of it now.

MIOSHA is an enforcement agency that aims to identify
hazards during an inspection that could harm workers and issue
citations to the employer for non-compliance. The hope is that
the employer will be more likely to have those and other issues
identified and corrected regularly. The flaw is that MIOSHA has
up to 90 days to issue the alleged violations. Can you see the
disconnect? MITA always suggests that you attempt to correct
any hazard a safety officer identifies during an inspection, whether
you agree with their assessment of the situation.

The Inspection Process

1. Notification and Arrival: In most cases, MIOSHA
inspections are unannounced. Generally, the safety
officer will find an employee and introduce themselves.
Either by design or maybe it's just Murphy'’s law, the first
contact always seems to be with the newest employee.
The safety officer will use that first contact to identify
who the competent person is. It generally makes things
smoother if ALL employees can direct the safety officer
to the competent person.

2. Opening Conference: The safety officer meets with the
employer and/or their designated competent person to
discuss the scope of the inspection. This meeting helps
clarify the inspection’s goals and gather background
information on the workplace. The safety officer will show
their credentials; it is essential to verify the validity of the
officer, as there are scammers out there.

14 MITA CROSSSECTION SPRING 2025

Greg Brooks

gregbrooks@thinkmita.org
517-347-8336

3. Walkaround: The safety officer then conducts a
walkaround of the site to identify potential hazards. This
includes examining equipment, reviewing safety practices,
and observing employee tasks. During this phase, the
officer may take photographs, collect documents, and
interview workers about their safety concerns. During the
walkaround, employers and employees have the right to
have a representative accompany the compliance officer.

4. Closing Conference: After the the
compliance officer meets with the employer to discuss
the findings. If violations are found, the officer will provide
recommendations for corrective actions. Employers are
typically given a timeline to address any issues identified
during the inspection. This may happen on-site, but most
likely over the phone at a later date.

5. Citation and Penalties: If violations are discovered,
MIOSHA may issue citations outlining the specific issues
and propose penalties. Employers are allowed to contest

inspection,

the citations or negotiate a settlement. The severity of
penalties varies depending on factors such as the nature
of the violation, whether it was willful or repeated, and the
company'’s history with OSHA.

To further motivate employers to provide workers with a
safe work environment, MIOSHA dramatically increased its fine
structure last year! This is a move motivated by the Federal
Government but one that will surely open your eyes when you
receive your next certified mail from them!

Ensuring job site safety isn't just about compliance—it’s about
protecting your team and keeping your projects running smoothly.
That's why MITA offers Job Site Inspections, providing a second
set of eyes to identify potential hazards before MIOSHA does.
By taking advantage of this service, you can address issues
proactively and reduce the risk of costly citations. To schedule
an inspection, contact me at gregbrooks@thinkmita.org.

Continued on page 54



6900 Whitmore Lake Rd 123 N. DeKrafft Ave 6190 Clyde Park Ave SW 4005 W. Fort St. 144 N. 33rd St. 2100 S. Canal Rd
Whitmore Lake, MI 48189 Big Rapids, M1 49307 Byron Center, M1 49315 Detroit, MI 48209 Galesburg, MI 49053 Lansing, MI 48917
(Coming Soon) (231) 598-9509 (616)-530-2233 (313) 395-2621 (269) 665-7608 (517) 394-2233

17171 23 Mile Rd 21625 W. Sibley Ct. 3229 S. Saginaw Rd 2147 S. 11th St. 4195 Meadow Lane Drive 52700 Pontiac Trail
Macomb, M1 48042 Brownstown, M1 48193 Midland, MI 48640 Niles, M1 49120  Traverse City, M1 49685  Wixom, MI 48393

Grand Rapids Kalamazoo Kalkaska Lansing Macomb
7700 Caterpillar Ct. 5140 Meredith St. 3990 U.S. Highway 131 7650 Millet Hwy. 12550 23 Mile Road
Grand Rapids, M1 49548  Portage, MI 49002 Kalkaska, MI 49646 Lansing, MI 48917 Shelby Twp, MI 48315
(616) 827-8000 (269) 383-7880 (231) 258-8265 (517) 699-4800 (586) 997-5300
Metro South Novi Power Systems CELILEN
19500 Dix-Toledo Hwy. 24300 Novi Road 25000 Novi Road 3141 Wolf Road
Brownstown Twp, MI 48183 Novi, Ml 48375 Novi, Ml 48375 Saginaw, MI 48601
(734) 479-5800 (248) 349-4800 (248) 349-7050 (989) 752-7300

1-888-CAT-RENT www.MichiganCAT.com



STRUCK BY

Did you know? The Fatal Four-falls, .
struck-by incidents, electrocutions, ;'
and caught-in/between hazards-are "°«
responsible for over half of P i
construction-related deaths each
year. MITA is here to help you stay
safe with essential training.

’r\r

" CAUGHT/BETWEEN

Learn the leading causes of
construction injuries and how to
prevent them.

Prioritize safety and contact MITA's
safety director, Greg Brooks, to book
your training.

gregbrooks@thinkmita.org

Training is made possible by a grant from MIOSHA




CORE

Instrance Group

> 1
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'CORE KNOWS
- CONSTRUCTION

With over 30 specialized markets,
*  Core can do what other agents
can't. Our expert construction
team is ready to handle everything
~ from key coverages to complex
- bonds, all under one roof.
= Let us show you the Core

. Construction difference.

E% Contractor's Construction
Liability iﬁj Bonds

@ 50787 Corporate Drive, Shelby
Township, Ml 48315

Qe (248) 847 - CORE (2673) h
SeerCe@COrelnSUred com

/\i vilder's orkers
:islll(d goml;ensahon -
CONTACT US FOR A QUOTE .

@ coreinsured.com o

Iw BRIDGE & SUPPLY COMPANY

CORRUGATED STEEL PIPE
DETENTION SYSTEMS
GEOTEXTILE FABRICS

SANDUSKY

400 Stoney Creek Drive
Sandusky, Ml 48471
810-648-3000
Fax: 810-648-3549
www.jensenbridge.com

"WE BUILD CONFIDENCE.

KOTZ SANGSTER

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW

LEGAL SERVICES FOR THE
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY.

Jeff Sangster (313) 259-8655 Ed Boucher (313) 259-8582

kotzsangster.com | Detroit -

Tim Dugan (248) 646-1058 Tyler Phillips (313) 259-8782

Bloomfield Hills
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ASSOCIATE MEMBER PROFILE i

DOYLE &

OGDEN aP

INSURANCE DO
ADVISORS Doyle & Ogden

For more than six decades, Doyle & Ogden Insurance Advisors
has been a trusted partner for businesses and individuals seeking
comprehensive insurance solutions. The agency, founded in 1958 by
Del Doyle and Bob Ogden, has grown into a leading independent
insurance provider, offering a “Single Source Solution” for clients
across Michigan. Today, the company remains family-owned, with
a team of over 50 experienced advisors dedicated to delivering
personalized service.

Expertise in Construction, Transportation & Bonding

Doyle & Ogden specializes in insurance and bonding solutions
tailored for the construction and transportation industries, focusing
on street, road, and bridge builders. Understanding the risks and
challenges unique to these sectors, their advisors work closely with
clients to develop customized coverage plans that help reduce risk
and control expenses.

) Doyle & Ogden

Insurance Advisors

3330 Broadmoor, Suite E
Grand Rapids, MI 49512
616-949-9000

MAIN CONTACTS
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A Commitment to Relationships and Service

At the core of Doyle & Ogden'’s success is its commitment
to building strong, authentic relationships. Their mission is to
provide insurance solutions that inspire trust, confidence, and
peace of mind. Whether it's protecting a business, safeguarding
employees, or ensuring personal assets are secure, their advisors
take a hands-on approach to find the best coverage options.

“We love helping people with their insurance and bonding
needs,” says the Doyle & Ogden team. “It's about making sure
our clients feel confident that they're protected, no matter what
comes their way.”

NG

g B A T N T ag Ly 0%
e & Ogden Team from

any-Overholt, - Pat |
Ty Loy ip g

Active in the Community

Beyond insurance, Doyle & Ogden is deeply involved in the
community. The company and its employees support local
organizations and initiatives that strengthen connections and
uplift those in need. Their contributions reflect a core belief:
by lifting others, everyone rises together.

The Value of MITA Membership

As a proud member of MITA, Doyle & Ogden values the
opportunity to network with construction companies across
Michigan. Being part of MITA allows them to stay connected with
industry professionals, understand emerging challenges, and
provide essential insurance solutions to help businesses thrive.

For more information, visit Doyle-Ogden.com or contact
their Grand Rapids office at 616-949-9000.



PROJ ECT

on Interstate 94 in Berrien County' -
began in July 2023 and it |s
expected to be completed in May

of 2028. The project includes = 5
A

cold milling, hot mix asphalt:‘
(HMA) reconstruction,
reconstruction of four
bridges, rehabilitation = 1
of nine bridges,

installation of three :E
s

box culverts and
installation of four;.
sections of noise |
barrier.  Rieth- "7
Riley is the prime.—'

contractor on the .+%5
project. '

A TinySurveyor
robot manufactured by *

TinyMobileRobots is being used for -
laying out the lane lines and asphalt -
joints. The TinySurveyor eliminates

the need for string and nails as

it marks everything out using a
global positioning system (GPS).

It's also faster than laying out by

hand and safer when laying out

near traffic.

Subcontractor Kalin Construction
Co. Inc., of Sodus, is doing excavation,
subgrade, aggregate base, and
pipework on the project. Kalin
Construction Co. Inc. is utilizing 3D
earthwork. The GPS technology keeps
equipment moving efficiently as the

An apprommately 8 1/z mile- Iong'— a"
$204 million reconstruction project 1"‘

ROBOT LAYS OUT LANE LINES
AND ASPHALT JOINTSONI1-94

road is built.
"3D earthwork begins with
building a digital 3D model using
the provided plans to create a finished
design. We use Trimble Business Center
to create the model,” said Matt Kalin,
project manager for Kalin Construction
Co. Inc.
“When our design is completed, the
next step is to calibrate the site. This
is completed by setting up a GPS Base

: Statlon and shootlng local coordlnates
. : =i prowded by the Michigan Department

£

i T
o

of Transportation. Once we have the
project designed and calibrated, we can
put the design files into the equipment
and begin working. Our automated

l.ﬂf.grading fleet consists of Trimble

We have Trimble
Earthworks equipped dozers,
excavators and graders. This
equipment gets local radio
J -.correctlon

- Earthworks.

information from
#.our internet Base Station that
~communicates via cell signal.
: This has been a recent change and

has dramatically increased system
upt|me in comparison to using
* standard 450 MHz radio waves to
communicate.

"With the correction information
from our Base Station and the sensors/
software provided by Trimble, we are
able to achieve a GPS vertical tolerance
of 0.08 feet on average. For more
critical precision work, we use the
SPS-930 Robotic Total Station and a
Trimble MT-900 Machine Prizm. Using
Total Station, we can achieve 0.05 feet
or better tolerance. We primarily use
GPS to get the grade close and then
fine grade using the Total Station.
The operator inside the cab of the
equipment is able to manipulate the
vertical offset from the design surface
in order to build the different road
sections (clay grade, sand subbase, and
aggregate base layers). The operators

Continued on page 22

The TinySurveyor works on the Interstate 94 project in Berrien County.

Photo courtesy of Adam Rochefort.




SAFETY!

STREET PLATES Pro-Brace HyprauLic FRAME Pro-Grips & SToNE SAVERS

MicHican’s MosT Diverse TRENCH
SHORING & SHIELDING RENTAL FLEET!

iON PO EDT Contact Pro-Tec Equipment Topay!

800-292-1225
WWW.PRO-TECEQUIPMENT.COM

THRee STOCK/ING LOCATIONS TO BEST SERVE YOU!

East MicHiGAN CenTRAL MicHIGAN WEesT MicHIGAN

33100 BeecHwoobp St 4837 WesT GranD River AVE. 5460 3671H St. SE
WestLanp, MI 48185 Lansing, MI 48906 Granp Rapins, Ml 49512
888-292-1225 800-292-1225 877-292-1225

ARCOSA

SHORING PRODUCTS



MEMBER PROJECT PROFILE

Continued from page 20
are also able to see a plan view and select line work in order

to make sure they are cutting to the required width. Using 3D
grading has allowed us to increase productivity, tighten material
yields, and produce a smoother, more accurate road surface.”
The 1-94 project includes 7-Y2 inches of 3EMH base course, 3
inches of 3EMH leveling course, and 1-%2 inches of 5EMH surface.
The project has limited access points and space for staging.
Access needs to be determined prior to starting a stage
of construction. With four bridges being demolished and
reconstructed and nine bridges being rehabilitated, continuing
road reconstruction between these structures is challenging.
There is constant communication between contractors in
order to make sure access isn't hindered. The project also has
many operations happening simultaneously. The schedule is
constantly being updated and revised in order to keep the
project moving as issues arise. Work activities are planned weeks e SR P e, o
in advance between all of the contractors in order to make sure . A bridge be?m is
“set on the Interstate 94

that everyone is aware of whatever challenges are present at o el i)
L. reconstruction,project in

that point in the project.

Concrete is poured on a bridge deck
for the Interstate 94 reconstruction
project in Berrien County. Photo
courtesy of Adam Rochefort.
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BCT

BENEFITS

The Slow Season
Won't Slow You Down

Now offering benefits

for non-prevailing wage jobs.

You need reliable employees to keep your business running.
And wage security helps you attract and retain the best talent
out there, BCT is proud to offer a SUB Plan for non-prevailing

wage jobs in industries such as manufacturing, farming

and fleet. BCT is there for you.

Learn more at bctbenefitplans.com

(877) 924-3228

Continued from page 22

Subcontractors on the project include Milbocker & Sons,
Inc., of Allegan (bridge reconstruction, bridge rehabilitation,
box culvert installation, cofferdams and noise barrier); Martin
J. Concrete, Inc., of Coopersville (concrete curb, concrete
approaches, single face barrier wall, concrete shared use path)
and PK Contracting, Inc., of Troy (pavement markings).

Additional subcontractors include Give 'Em A Brake Safety
(traffic control devices); Action Traffic Maintenance, Inc., of Grand
Blanc (guardrail, cable barrier rail, and permanent signs); Heinz
Tree Service & Landscaping, Inc., of Saginaw (tree removal and

rnen%nty

S —

clearing) and Lois Kay Contracting, of Saginaw (cold milling).

Subcontractors also include Grand River Construction, Inc.,
of Hudsonville (bridge rehabilitation and poured-in-place noise
barrier); Diane Dukes, Inc., of Big Rapids (slope restoration);
Hasse's Towing & Crane Service, of Benton Harbor (wrecker
service) and Wolverine Sealcoating, of Jackson (asphaltic mastic
and crack filling).

Additional subcontractors include S Hayes, Inc., of LeRoy
(underground videoing) and Wright Electric, of Marquette
(electrical work). AECOM is the design firm for the project. €S

= :-::""'.
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ON OURGPS

MAJOR CASES IN
FEDERAL COURT

Last year, the court gavel stifled several federal agency actions in judicial courts
nationwide. While legal challenges are not atypical two recent rulings have an outsized

impact on how our industry operates. Given that courts and the legal process can
take inordinate amounts of time to deliver substantive results, we have these major
federal legal cases on our watchlist. We will be monitoring all new developments and

Jeremiah Leyba, P.E.

jeremiahleyba@thinkmita.org

assessing how state and local agencies here in Michigan respond to them. 517-347-8336

DBRA 2023 Rule Making
Associated General Contractors vs. U.S. DOL

The early months of 2024 were spent grappling with U.S. DOL rule changes to the Davis Bacon and Related Acts that occurred in
2023. In particular, truck driver provisions and material supplier exemptions which lacked clarity and in some interpretations could
cause incoherent and detrimental harm to industry trucking. AGC filed suit and sought to challenge several parts of the 2023 updates
to DBA alleging that U.S. DOL had exceeded its authority. The suit challenged the expansion of DBA to truck drivers, expanded
coverage of certain material suppliers, and application of DBA by operation of law. The U.S. District Court for the Northern District
of Texas granted the plaintiff's preliminary injunction in full, halting the enforcement of the contested updates. In response, MDOT
ceased implementing changes it was planning for truck drivers and has issued guidance that DBA implementation will remain as
historically practiced. At this time there doesn’t seem to be motivation by U.S. DOL to appeal the injunction and things remain
status quo. MITA will continue to monitor this case as it continues through the system and alert members of important updates.

DBE Program
MAMCO, Bagshaw Trucking Inc. vs. U.S. DOT et al.

This is one of the more impactful cases on our watchlist and is
already redefining how industry approaches the DBE program. The
two contractor plaintiffs in the case allege that the DBE program as
constituted is ultimately discriminatory and violates the Constitution’s
racial equality provisions. The plaintiffs sought a permanent injunction
and a declaratory judgment to end the DBE program. The result of
the case was a preliminary injunction out of the Eastern District Court
of Kentucky. This injunction showed that while the court agreed with
the plaintiffs, it would not unilaterally end the DBE program. Instead,
the injunction, with subsequent clarification, allowed solely for the
plaintiffs in the case to be relieved of the DBE program requirements
in any state where they bid for federally funded contracts. With the
help of the Department of Justice, the USDOT and the plaintiffs
arranged a schedule to accommodate state agencies in removing
DBE program requirements from any bid that the plaintiffs indicate
they are likely to pursue. Currently, state agencies are amending
bidding contracts with DBE percentage requirements to 0% when
either of the plaintiffs is deemed eligible and interested bidders
through a list mediated by the DOJ. All other components of the
DBE program remain in place. With the change in administration, it
seems unlikely the U.S. DOT will be seeking an appeal to this ruling
anytime soon. MITA will continue to alert members of important
changes to the DBE program as the subject matter of this case
continues to unfold €$§
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SEMMILp  weareyourfullservice Milling,
M . Pulverizing and Stabilizing Contractor

=y <
TCavrina W

We. perform the

“Full Depth Reclamation Pmcess ;
which is environmentally friendly! This is a LEED? I::ertlﬁed process.

Qur crews log over two  million sguara yards of eombined experience per year.

We have three Wirtgen Pavement Profilers capable.of 7' 3" wide cuts up to 13" deep w|th

one-pass. in addition, wehave three ertgen 2500 pulverizers to Iake carg of your ccmentfhme
stdblllzatmanDR asphal! SEMVICES. < W,

U ' “Call forafree estimate 313-963-4263
' We offer Superior Service No lnh Too Big or Small

407 E. Fort Street, Suite 407 « Detroit M| 48226
Email: juddlickert@wecandigit.com « PH: 419-466-7917 « FX: 313-964-8835
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Thank you to everyone who joined us for the 2025 MITA Annual Conference!
With over 1,400 attendees, this year’s event was our biggest yet, bringing
together industry professionals, insightful speakers, and top-notch exhibitors
to connect, learn, and grow.

" R——

Inspiring Excellence— Keynote Speaker
John “Gucci” Foley delivered a powerful
message that had the room engaged and
motivated. His “Glad to be Here” mindset
resonated with all, reminding us to lead
with purpose and gratitude!

MITA EVP, Rob Coppersmith joins Bob Congratulations to Matt Gillette on taking
Adcock of Angelo lafrate at the podium  home a prize from the Mount Carmel

to celebrate his well-earned recognition  Stabilization Group exhibit booth! Pat

as this year’s Honorary Member Award Creel was all smiles presenting the prize.
recipient.

L

B

.-:. = x =" ‘, I‘* J'L'I
Building Connections, Building Success — Speaker of the House, Matt Hall,
Mike Podsiad from Ajax Paving Industries, addressed a packed room during the

MeR

|

5

The Future is Bright! — Conératulations to

Jordan Kaltz of Ka/tg Excavating on her |nc | jsa Natschke from Egis, and SBP/DBE Reception, sponsored by AlS/
well-earned recognition! She is ele of Christopher Honore from Fort Wayne CRC, discussing the looming funding
pearly 30 future leaders who participated Contracting connect at one of the many  cliff and his plan to secure sustainable
in MITA's Future Leaders Development networking opportunities. funding for the future of our industry.

Program, helping to shape the next
generation of industry leadership.

<3 SAF LEADERSHIP
v =lisurable traits
_"=ange everything

e, "N

i -
Keynote speaker Justin Ganschow of
CAT Safety Services presenting on The  Rich Juliano from ARTBA presents a vital ~ The industry reception, sponsored

4 Domains of Safety Leadership. A update on Transportation Construction by Michigan CAT, was packed with
powerful session on building a culture of ~ Advocacy, keeping us informed and professionals eager to connect and share
safety and leadership within our industry! ready to advocate for the future of insights.

infrastructure.



Passing the Torch — Celebrating
leadership and legacy at the President’s

Conference attendees listen intently to grealélfist ailwethjnirgu;(' iutgom?
the keynote speaker, in the entertainment oara FresiceriiceCi it ‘(cen er){ :
hall and welcome our new one, Mike DeFinis

(left).

e,

The Perfect Chord — A big thank you to ~ Connecting & Consulting — Ross Koella, ~ Team EJ in Action! — Adam Gorney,
Alta for making sure our event hits all the G2 Consulting, sharing expertise and Sharon Zalewski, and Kevin Spyhalski
right notes! solutions. representing EJ at the MITA Conference.

i - > ! N AR i W 7
Leaders at Work — MITA's Executive Board Two MSP Motor Carrier Division Robin Meram of FDM Contracting
focused and engaged, making decisions  representatives join the Safety Directors  takes the podium as a presenter for the

that drive our industry forward. Roundtable, sharing valuable insights and “Navigating the Sale of Your Business”
expertise to help enhance safety across ~ session alongside Lazear Capital Partners,
our industry. sharing valuable guidance on planning

for the future.
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JACKSON

SAGINAW

Phone: (517) 764-9151
Jackson@michiganpipe.com

Phone: (989) 752-7911
Saginaw@michiganpipe.com

2

R & VY

TRAVERSE CITY
Phone: (231) 929-7473
TraverseCity@michiganpipe.com

MT. PLEASANT
Phone: (989) 817-4331
MtPleasant@michiganpipe.com

Complete Water & Sewer
, Supplies Distributor

GENESEE
Phone: (810) 547-7154
Genesee@michiganpipe.com

GRAND RAPIDS
Phone: (616) 805-3206
luke.fleischmann@michiganpipe.com

www.michiganpipe.com

6 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
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With nearly 90 exhibitors, this year’s
trade show floor was packed with
innovative solutions and industry leaders.
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MDOT NEWS

Tim Anderson, a senior transportation
technician with the Bay City TSC,
has been awarded the MDOT
and Michigan Infrastructure and
Transportation Association (MITA)
2025 Partnership Award.

This award recognizes the
exceptional accomplishments
of an MDOT employee who
embodies the essence of
fostering engagement and
collaboration with peers to bring
about a constructive influence on
projects.

e MITA and MDOT
collaboratively select the award
recipient each year.

e Tim was selected due to his
commitment to his role and dedication
to collaborating with others in the

industry.
Those who have worked with Tim are familiar with
his fitting catchphrase, “In the spirit of partnership.”

Tim started his MDOT career in 1996 as an intern before

later working as a construction inspector and senior
transportation technician.

He's held roles in several TSCs across the department
and has been in his current position at the Bay City
TSC since 2014.

Tim has worked on several notable projects
throughout his career, including the current |-475
Rebuilding Michigan project in Genesee County and
the M-13/M-84 (Lafayette Street) bridge replacement
in Bay City.

Tim has demonstrated exceptional dedication to his
role and the department, earning the prestigious
Director’s Award, the department’s highest honor,
in 2016.

Congratulations Tim! €S

L to R:
MDOT COO
Gregg Brunner,
MITA VP of Engineering

Rachelle VanDeventer,

MDQOT Senior Transportation Tech

and Partnership Award recipient Tim Anderson,
and MDOT Director Brad Wieferich.
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Building success on
firm financial ground . a

Building within your business is your skillset, developing a reliable financial blueprint
is ours. Serving more than 1,000 contractors and real estate businesses nationwide,

% DoerenMayheW count on our dedicated industry pros to help you achieve your business

goals through proactive tax, accounting and overall advisory solutions.

From bid to build and everything in between, we serve clients from }255

DOEREN.COM ; i
every facet of the construction and real estate industry. GONSTRUCTION
AGCOUNTING FIRMS

CONSTRUCTION
EHECUTIVES
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ARTBA NEWS

FEDERAL HIGHWAY
INVESTMENTS HELP DRIVE
CAPACITY IMPROVEMENTS

BY DR. ALISON PREMO BLACK
ablack@artba.org

From the replacement of the Calcasieu River Bridge in Louisiana to the |-15 Express Lanes in California, states across the country
are ramping up investment in projects that expand capacity or provide new roads and bridges, according to ARTBA's analysis of
data from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).

The value of capacity expansion projects has risen since Fiscal Year (FY) 2022, along with the number of projects, roadway
miles, and bridges being upgraded.

While major reconstruction and repair remains the primary focus of the Federal-Aid Highway Program—historically representing
about half of all construction project costs—states are expanding investments in projects that add new capacity to the highway
and bridge network.

Of the new federal-aid highway projects with construction work authorized in FY 2024, capacity improvements or new infrastructure
accounted for 33 percent of total project value.

This is up from 24 percent in FY 2022 and 22 percent in FY 2023. By comparison, these projects accounted for an average of
26 percent of federal-aid project costs under the previous federal law, known as the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act
(FAST Act) between 2016 and 2020.

States that received the green light
to advance major capacity projects last
year included Massachusetts, Louisiana,
Maryland, Virginia, Delaware, Georgia,

Share Df ..NE.."":.". FEdEI’ﬂl-Aid nghway lowa, Texas, Arizona, South Carolina,
Construction Project Costs for Added Capacity daho, Illinois, and Washington. Capacity
or New Construction, FY 2024 improvements accounted for 40 percent

or more of approved federal-aid highway
construction project costs in these states.

Such projects could include adding
a turn lane, improving interchanges,
widening the roadway, or building
a new highway or bridge where a
structure did not exist before, such as
the new interchange at 1-95 and Pioneer
Trail in Volusia County, Fla. Some may
include both adding capacity and new
construction, along with additional
spending on planning and design work
and safety measures.

In addition to federal-aid highway
funds, states are leveraging their own

state funds and, in some cases, additional
private dollars to pay for the capacity

ifpl'-.-f -:f:-ﬁ J:.P.:rmmrysls of FRTIp— N:ddccd Eta nar:!twf _ Added Capacity/ projects.

Dake i based on Escel year Mew Construction sl s U New Construction is

thist funds for construction is 33% or more 19% to 33% less than 19%

were appeopriated. Does of all federal-aid of all federal-aid of all federal-aid Projects Coast-to-Coast
ol mnciude projects withoul project costs project costs project costs

consinuction pclivity.

The number of projects expanding
capacity work or new construction
Continued on page 34
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911 E. SOUTH STREET

BFIDS INC. JACKSON, MI 49203
JACKSON, MICH.

CONSTRUCTING CLEAN
WATER SINCE 1945

NOW SERVING THE TRENCHLESS
INDUSTRY IN MICHIGAN, NORTHERN
INDIANA, AND NORTHERN OHIO.

For over 75 years, Dunigan Bros., Inc. has specialized in open cut
Underground Construction across the Great Lakes region. Now, we are
thrilled to extend our services to include trenchless solutions throughout the
area, further enhancing our commitment to serving the underground industry.

Auger Boring Guided Boring Specialty Boring

Traditional Experience with DTH Hammer
Auger Borin guided pilot Boring for mixed
from 24" to 72", tubes for high rocky ground &
precision bores. direct Jacklng

MDOT PREQUALIFICATION'S: EA, FA, FD, G, |, K, KA
517-787-4720 | PATRICK@ZDUNIGANBROS.COM | WWW.DUNIGANBROS.COM



Continued from page 32

between FY 2022 and FY 2024 has
grown compared to previous years, with
over 4,175 projects authorized to move
forward. This compared to 2,750 projects
receiving the go-ahead under the first
three years of the FAST Act, between FY
2016 and FY 2018.

Every state has had at least one
federal-aid highway project that includes
expanding capacity since FY 2022,
according to the data. This could range
from adding a left-hand turn lane as part
of Route 1 intersection improvements
in Westport, Conn., to construction
funding for interchange improvements
and widening on |-285 in Georgia.

In FY 2024, states with the most projects
that included additional capacity were
Indiana, lowa, lllinois, lowa, Wisconsin,
Michigan, California, Kansas, and Texas.

According to the data submitted
by state transportation departments,
projects approved since FY 2022 that
include some work related to new capacity
or construction are expected to improve

nearly 7,140 miles (over twice the width
of the United States) of roadway overall
and 3,800 bridges. In contrast, projects
approved between FY 2016 and FY 2018
supported upgrades to just under 5,400
miles of roadway and 2,100 bridges.

Planning & Design Work Points to
More Construction

States continue to leverage federal-aid
highway funds to prepare projects for
construction, with over 20,000 projects
receiving approval to commit federal
funds to the planning and design (P&D)
phase of a project. This is in line with the
number of P&D work on projects in the
first three years of the FAST Act (19,850
projects) and significantly more than
was approved in the previous three-year
period, FY 2019 to 2021 (16,400 projects).

It is common for states to receive
approval for P&D work for a project and
then construction work in the same year
or soon after. The uptick in the number
of P&D projects is a sign of more work

to come over the next few years as
construction activity gets underway.

Based on the P&D work approved in
FY 2024, bridges will continue to be a top
priority, with major P&D commitments
for work on the I-95 Bridge Group 4R in
Rhode Island, the new Francis Scott Key
Bridge in Maryland, the Brent Spence
Bridge Corridor in Ohio and Kentucky,
the Columbia River Interstate Bridge
between Washington and Oregon, and
the rehabilitation of the Calumet River
Bridges in lllinois.

Dr. Alison Premo Black is ARTBA chief
economist.

Editor’s Notes

ARTBA analyzed the flow of federal-aid
highway program funds tracked in FHWA's
Financial Management Information
System with a focus on the date that
projects received the agency’s sign-off
for construction or planning and design

work. While the federal government

Continued on page 54

CONSTRUCTION TAKES TEAMWORK AND TRUST

No matter the project, trust the attorneys of Butzel’s Construction Team
to be with you every step of the way. With deep industry experience and
legal know-how, second to none, getting results is what we do.

K Eric J. Flessland

P: 313.983.6901

C: 734.778.1964
flessland@butzel.com

Michael C. Decker
P: 517.372.4928
C: 248.379.6602
decker@butzel.com

A LexMundi Member
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Butzel. Trust Always.

Paul M. Mersino

P: 313.225.7015

C: 313.269.2651
mersino@butzel.com

James J. Urban

P: 517.372.4385
C: 517.930.4185

urban@butzel.com

Michigan ¢ New York * Washington, D.C. ¢ Aliance Offices Worldwide

GO BUTZEL |

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS
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Under heavy construction:
the soft skills
are the hard skills.

G5 PCS

Don't accept accidents as “part of the job.”

Self-awareness is the best PPE.



EXECUTIVE ACTION EXPRESS:

TRUMP’S NEW ERA OF RAPID POLICY SHIFTS

By Rich Juliano And Beth Mcginn
riuliano@artba.org; bmcginn@artba.org

President Donald Trump has wasted no time implementing
his policy agenda since taking office. Within 24 hours of his Jan.
20 swearing-in, he signed 26 Executive Orders (EOs).

Some have been typical of an incoming administration, such
as freezing all new or pending regulations for review by a Trump
appointee. Other actions represent stark—and in some cases
explicit—changes in direction from the Biden administration.
U.S. Secretary of Transportation Sean Duffy followed up Jan. 28
by issuing three of his own directives, hours after taking office.

ARTBA has communicated with the new administration and
reported these developments to our membership on a daily—
and sometimes hourly—basis.

As a snapshot at the time this issue went to publication, here
are key highlights so far:

Greenhouse Gas Mandate: The Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) is moving to rescind the Biden-era
rule requiring states to incorporate greenhouse gas (GHG)
measurements in project planning. ARTBA had flagged this as
a priority for Secretary Duffy’s transition team, noting 22 states
were successfully challenging the mandate in federal court, with
ARTBA filing an amicus brief.

NEPA: Trump revoked a Carter-era EO which empowered the
White House Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) to issue
regulations for implementing the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA). The CEQ chair is now tasked with organizing a work
group to expedite and simplify the permitting process through
more consistent and improved agency-level NEPA regulations.

DBE Program: U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)
officials have been directed to “identify and eliminate all Biden-
era programs, policies, activities, rules, and orders that promote
climate change activism, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI)
initiatives, racial equity, gender identity policies, environmental
justice, and other partisan objectives.” It's important to note that
the Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) program remains
part of federal law. However, these DEl-related principles will
likely shape the new administration’s approach to litigation,
challenging the program and perhaps leading to major changes.

Funding: Appropriate for winter weather, there’s been
continued talk of funding “freezes,” followed by clarifications,
legal challenges, and “thawing” in some cases. A Jan. 20 EO
and Jan. 27 memo from the White House Office of Management
& Budget appeared to pause disbursement for all federal-
aid highway and transit dollars, among others. Upon further
review, however, the bulk of these funds have continued to flow.
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Discretionary grants without signed agreements, and new grant
announcements, appear to be on hold for now.

Secretary Duffy issued an order detailing U.S. DOT's principles
for “grantmaking, lending, policymaking and rulemaking,”
prioritizing projects relating to a “proper Federal interest,” rather
than “local political objectives.” Other preferred attributes will
include strong co-funding brought by states and localities, limited
duration of federal funding, user pay principles, compliance with
Buy America and immigration enforcement, communities with
higher marriage and birth rates, local opportunity zones and
prohibition of mask and vaccine mandates.

EV Charging Stations: In an example of a Trump administration
target, FHWA is holding all unobligated funding from the National
Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI) formula program until the
agency revises its guidance to reflect new policies.

DOGE: The Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE),
a reform initiative led by Elon Musk, has been established as

Continued on page 54
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Your Source For Audit, Tax
and Advisory Services

Specializing in the construction industry

John Gallo
National Construction Practice Leader
jgallo@uhy-us.com

’ For more information, please check out our website:

uhy-us.com/industries/construction
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COMPANIES

Recycled Concrete
& Asphalt Products
¢ Chilson Road, Howell
¢ Kensington Road, Brighton

Natural Aggregate Products
www.gbmsandandgravel.com
¢ Hogan Road, Fenton

Your local trusted concrete
recycling business for over
twenty years. Providing
| custom concrete crushing
. and processing.
Operated by:
E DCF Recycling, Inc.
PO Box 1357  Brighton MI 48116

Phone 810-522-6474 « Fax 810-522-6499
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Building success.

With confidence.

Business Insurance | Surety Bonds
Personal Insurance

In a world of risk, the ones who succeed build with

determination. For over sixty years, businesses across
Michigan and across the country have relied on VTC
Insurance Group to help them grow with confidence.

Our one business is protecting yours: helping identify
and manage your risk environment with coverage that’s
specifically tailored to your needs. Put to work for you
by insurance professionals who are uniquely proactive.
And absolutely accountable.

Get your quote now.
Call 248-828-3377.

www.vtcins.com

VIC >

INSURANCE
GROUP

Confidence. For What's Next.”

Auto-Owners

INSURANCE
LIFE - HOME * CAR + BUSINESS

The result: Confidence. For what’s next. -
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MEMBER NEWS

G2 CONSULTING GROUP
SELECTED FOR ROAD
COMMISSION ‘AS-NEEDED’

CONTRACT

AGREEMENT PAVES THE WAY FOR G2 TO
PARTICIPATE ON FUTURE OAKLAND COUNTY
INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

The Road Commission for Oakland County (RCOC) has
named G2 Consulting Group, a nationally recognized, Troy-
based geotechnical, environmental and construction services
firm, as one of its pre-approved engineering teams through a
two-year “as-needed” indefinite service contract.

G2's selection for the 2025-2027 RCOC agreement is a result
of the company’s past performance on projects and its design
and geotechnical engineering capabilities in service areas
deemed critical for future planned projects. Road reconstruction
in Michigan has become a top priority for the state’s leadership
team and has been accelerated by additional funding via the
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act. With more than 2,700
miles of roadways, RCOC is the largest county road system in
Michigan.

“We have the know-how and capability to bring real added
value to road design and construction,” says Mark Smolinski
P.E., G2's president. “With all the construction projects and all
the roadwork being done in Michigan these days, we welcome
this opportunity to contribute.”

G2 has worked on major infrastructure projects for three
decades including geotechnical engineering and materials
testing on hundreds of public and private infrastructure
projects. The Company has seen a rise in innovative intersection
configurations, including increased roundabouts and newer
"diverging diamond"” interstate highway interchanges. G2
has also been involved in many notable bridge projects and
is engaged in significant culvert updates and replacements
throughout Oakland County.

“With RCOC and all of our public and private clients, our
goal is always to help get the job done smarter and faster,” says
Smolinski. “We work with our partners to do whatever's required
to assure that our part of the job goes smoothly and stays within
budget. That's what our clients expect from us, and we pride
ourselves on delivering on our promise — Smart. Results. Fast.”
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G2 was recently named to Zweig Group's “Hot Firms” list for
2024 recognizing the fastest growing architecture, engineering,
environmental, planning, construction and related professional
services firms.

For more information on G2 Consulting Group, visit www.
G2consultinggroup.com. CS§

CONTACT US!
www.g2consultinggroup.com
Troy + 248.680.0400

Ann Arbor + 734.390.9330

@ CONSLCTING CROUS

MAXIMIZE SUPPORT.
MINIMIZE DISRUPTIONS.

At G2, our goal is simple: Deliver Smart. Results. Fast.
G2’s geotechnical engineering services maximize
support for your structure while collecting real-time data
to minimize interruptions during construction.

Geotechnical
Instrumentation

Geotechnical
Engineering Design

Vibration
Monitoring

Pile Dynamic
Analysis (PDA)
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MEMBER NEWS

HARDMAN CONSTRUCTION
ANNOUNCES LEADERSHIP
TRANSITION

NEW ROLES UNDERSCORE COMPANY GROWTH
AND COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE

Hardman Construction, a leader in the geotechnical construction industry, announces key leadership changes to strengthen its
executive team and ensure continued success.

e Todd Schrader, who has led as President and CEO since 2012, will now serve exclusively as CEO.

* Joe Rogers has been promoted to President.

Marty Gamble continues in his role as Vice President.
Dave DeClerck has been promoted to Vice President of Geotechnical Services.
Nicolle Sheafor has been named Chief Financial Officer.

These changes reflect Hardman Construction’s commitment to growth, innovation, excellence in client services, and dedication
to remaining in the Ludington community.

Now celebrating its 46th year in business, Hardman Construction is one of the largest privately-owned geotechnical contractors
in the Midwest. Hardman specializes in an array of foundation piling, earth retention, rigid inclusions, ground improvements, as
well as bridge and marine construction. €S

NS

GUY Elevating and

E & Exceeding Expectations

A ;
Full-Service
Insurance & Surety Provider

ghbh.com = 248-519-1400

40 MITA CROSSSECTION SPRING 2025



Affiliated Local Unions of the

MICHIGAN STATE CONFERENCE of
PLASTERERS AND CEMENT MASONS

PLASTERERS & CEMENT
MASONS LOCAL 886

Kenneth M. Vierling, Sr., Business Manager
4652 Lewis Ave.

Toledo, OH 46312

Phone: 419-478-2652

Fax: 419-478-0208

OPERATIVE PLASTERERS &
CEMENT MASONS LOCAL 514
Henry Williams, Business Manager
1154 E. Lincoln Avenue

Madison Heights, MI 48071
Phone: 248-548-0800

Fax: 248-548-0700

Joseph Ciacchi, International Rep.
Phone: 740-590-9827
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{ BITCO INSURANCE COMPANIES

LS

Indianapolis Branch Office The Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Authority (MITA) has partnered with BITCO Insurance Companies
300 N. Meridian Street to bring you the MITA Safety Group Dividend Plan. Together, we are pleased to bring this valuable membership
Suite 920 benefit to all MITA members who meet BITCO’s underwriting requirements. The plan features a comprehensive
Indianapolis, IN 46204 insurance program that offers our members the potential of placing their insurance coverage with an insurance
1-800-382-9991 company rated “A+” by AM Best and that specializes in the types of operations our members engage in.

BITCO has specialized in insurance programs for members of the commercial construction industry throughout
the various ups and downs of the commercial insurance market and offers participants in the MITA Safety Group
the opportunity to earn a portion of the premiums they pay for their insurance program back in the form of safety

'Ibndiyidufar: dividenﬂs are paid _og_thg | dividends. They supplement their specialized coverages by also affording you risk control and claims management
r,;’":,',?b‘;rs%ﬁn’ﬂﬁ,itepigﬂig”grg‘mmm“a services that help you potentially reduce the costs of your insurance programs.

of the group as a whole over a

Zﬁgﬁ'gpﬁezzm.?ﬁg]“’r'r‘ffs"td;ea;g;rgtve . Looking for a company you can expect to be with your business in the long run and provide you with the financial

by BITCO'S Board of Directors. peace of mind that comes from being insured by a member of the Fortune 500 and one of the largest shareholder-

owned organizations in the United States in Old Republic General Insurance Group? Visit BITCO.com today to learn
more and find an agent near you!

BITCO.com m 9 £ @ s OLD REPUBLIC INSURANCE GROUP

*
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MEMBER NEWS

DIAMOND CONCRETE SAWING
EXPANDS WITH NEW LOCATION
IN FARMINGTON HILLS, MICHIGAN

Diamond Concrete Sawing, a leader in the concrete
cutting and subsurface utility locating industries, has
opened a new location in Farmington Hills, Michigan.
This expansion strengthens the company’s ability to better
serve clients across Michigan’s eastern side, enhancing
response times and delivery for projects in the region.

“As Diamond continues to grow serving clients from
Saginaw to northern Ohio, expanding our operations
was essential to meet the increasing demand for concrete
cutting and locating services,” said Ed Drozdowski,
Diamond’s Chief Operating Officer. “From this new
location, Diamond Concrete Sawing will provide our full
range of concrete cutting services and subsurface utility

locating through our Diamond Locating Services division.
This expansion allows us to continue delivering high-
quality service while maintaining our commitment to safety,
innovation, and customer satisfaction.”

Founded in 1974, Diamond Concrete Sawing is
an industry pioneer known for its superior service,
technological leadership, and dedication to safety
across the Midwest. With five decades of experience,
the company has built a legacy of excellence by utilizing
innovative processes, state-of-the-art equipment, and
OSHA-certified technicians to deliver exceptional results
across a wide range of markets. €S

ACEC/MICHIGAN PRESENTS
“FIRM OF THE YEAR”
HONOR TO SPICER GROUP, INC.

The American Council of Engineering Companies of
Michigan (ACEC/Michigan) recently presented the 2025
member “FIRM OF THE YEAR" award at the Engineering
& Surveying Excellence Awards Gala held in Portage on
March 8, 2025.

The Firm of the Year award is the highest ACEC/
Michigan honor bestowed and the only award program
instituted to recognize ACEC/Michigan member firms for
their leadership in professional practice and community
service. Recognition is based on actions taken by a member
firm to progressively develop its management practices
and for assuming leadership roles in community outreach
activities and ACEC/Michigan programs that strengthen
the profession for all members.

This year's recipient stands out for its dedication to
advancing the engineering profession and supporting
ACEC initiatives. Spicer Group, Inc. (Spicer) plays a vital
role in ACEC/Michigan, with Eric Barden serving on the
Board of Directors and Phil Westmoreland, Jen Garza,
Darrin Wilson and others leading key committees. Spicer
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has had several employees complete the Emerging
Leaders Program and regularly submits projects into the
Engineering & Surveying Excellence program.

Spicer is supportive of ACEC advocacy efforts,
contributing to the ACEC PAC and participating in ACEC/
Michigan’s Congressional Fly-in to address critical issues
like Infrastructure Funding, R&D tax policy and workforce
development. Spicer is helping to attract talent to the
profession through various programs like the Construction
Science Expo, MDOT TDRP, and the TRAC Bridge Builder
program.

Nationally recognized for excellence, Spicer has
earned the PSMJ Circle of Excellence Platinum Award.
Their community impact is equally impressive, with
employees leading STEM outreach, river cleanups, and
charity fundraisers — efforts that earned Dennis Louney
the Volunteer of the Year Award.

Spicer truly embodies what it means to be ACEC/
Michigan’s Firm of the Year. CS§
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CONCRETE PRODUCTS, INC.

3584 Airline Road, Muskegon, Michigan 49444
231.733-1904 -+ 1-800-TOO-BUSH

A WWW.BUSHCONCRETEPRODUCTS.COM
DIANMOND

CONCRETE SAWING Serving Since 1928
Five Decades of Experience ™= M.D.O.T. approved supplier
Founded in 1974, Diamond Concrete Sawing is an industry pioneer, .
bringing superior equipment, innovative processes, technology leadership, Of CatCh BaS|nS, ManhOIeS

and OSHA-certified technicians to every job in a wide range of applications.

and Highway Barriers.

Also a supplier of
Sign Bases and other
DETROIT / GRAND RAPIDS / KALAMAZOO / LANSING traffic Contl‘Ol prOdUCtS.

DIESEL - GASOLINE - PROPANE - DUST CONTROL
INDUSTRIAL & AUTOMOTIVE LUBRICANTS - DEF

ORRIGAN OIL CO.

/ “Trealing cuslomers lie gomily since /958"
1-800-FAST-0IL | CORRIGANDIL.COM

FIND A LOCATION NEAR YOU!
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MEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

FISHER COMPANIES

CELEBRATE 100 YEARS

HONORING A CENTURY OF TRADITION,

WHILE EMBRACING THE FUTURE

February 2025 marks the 100th
anniversary of The Fisher Companies; a
family-owned group of businesses that
has grown from humble beginnings
into a diversified, multi-million-dollar
enterprise. Founded by Ralph and Zelda
Fisher in 1925, the company’s journey
is rooted in the principles of hard work,
determination, unwavering faith, and
community — values that continue to
drive the company forward as it enters
its second century of success.

What began as a small sand and
gravel operation in Midland, MI, has
since evolved into a diverse group of
companies, covering a wide-range of
industries and geographic regions.
Today, The Fisher Companies span
multiple sectors, including heavy civil
contracting, concrete, asphalt, heavy haul
transportation, aggregate production,
diesel engine systems, freshwater ports,
and even a championship golf course.
With operations now extending across the
Midwest and Southeastern United States,
The Fisher Companies are still managed
by the third and fourth generations of the
Fisher family.

“Looking back over the past century,
we are incredibly proud of how far we've
come,” said J.W. Fisher, President of
Fisher Contracting. “Our continued
success is a testament to the vision of
my grandparents, Ralph and Zelda Fisher,
and to the dedication of every person
who has contributed to this journey. As
we celebrate 100 years, we are more
committed than ever to upholding the
values that made our company strong and
we're looking forward to the next century

44 MITA CROSSSECTION SPRING 2025

of growth and innovation.”

To celebrate this milestone, The Fisher
Companies have planned a year-long
series of events and initiatives, including:

Creating Four Endowed Scholarships:
To financially assist future generations
construction,
endowed scholarships have been
created in Michigan at the Midland Area
Community Foundation, the Mt. Pleasant
Area Community Foundation and the

pursuing careers in

Bay Area Community Foundation. In
Kentucky, a scholarship has been created
at the Community Foundation of South
Central Kentucky.

Continuing a Legacy of Community
Support: For the past century, supporting
community organizations and initiatives

-

has been a cornerstone of Fisher
Companies’ values. As the company
embarks on its second century of business,
this commitment to the community and its
people is being proudly renewed.
Client, Employee, Public Celebrations:
Aseries of special events and appearances
are being plannedto honorthe companies’
employees, clients, and industry partners
— all of whom have been integral to the
companies’ century of success.
Additionally, Fisher Companies will
continue to focus on innovation and
strategic growth, ensuring that its second
century will be defined by the same
entrepreneurial spirit and commitment
to excellence that has always been a
hallmark of the Fisher name. €S
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he original Fisher Sand & Gravel plant on Jefferson Road, in Midlan‘d, Ml



TOMORROW'S
CONSTRUCTION
TECHNOLOGY, TODAY.

Benefit from insight driven decision making, skyrocket your productivity, reduce lead times
and make site to office communication smoother than ever before. Using connected
construction technology on your projects, sharing and collaboration has never been easier.

GET CONNECTED. GET IN TOUCH TODAY. #-Trimble.

SITECH MICHIGAN

 Road .
ﬁli?/g?vl'm‘g%a YOUR CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY PROVIDER SITECH
SITECHmichigan.com

Bonds and Insurance
Jim Slear || Kolby Thompson

300 Lake Lansing Road || East Lansing M| 48823 || 517-371-2300
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LMM

WE'RE THRILLED TO WELCOME
VINCE VOETBERG TO LMM AS
OUR NEW ACCOUNT MANAGER!
WITH OVER 40 YEARS OF
EXPERIENCE IN THE CRANE AND
RIGGING INDUSTRY, VINCE
BRINGS A WEALTH OF
KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERTISETO
OUR OPERATIONS. WE'RE
EXCITED TOHAVEHIM ON
BOARD AND LOOK FORWARD TO
THE INCREDIBLE
CONTRIBUTIONS HE'LL MAKE!

ﬁ?ﬂﬁ%ﬂ?éﬁ?ﬂﬁ%?ﬁ’m (855) 955-7055
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Application Deadline

April 30, 2025

Who's Eligible?
e Any individual applying for the
scholarship must be college or
trade school bound for the

purpose of pursuing a career in
the heavy construction industry.

Applicaiton Requirements

e A 500-word Essay

¢ Arecent copy of the applicant’s full
transcripts, including GPA and SAT/ACT
scores (for college-bound applicants).
A resume detailing the applicant’s
extracurricular activities, part-time jobs,
and community service.
A letter of recommendation from an

individual not related to the candidate. %Er"'?' E

(3 letters maximum, not to exceed one

page in length each.') .||. 41- —.l
LEARN MORE & APPLY ONLINE

thinkmita.org/about/#scholarship
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MITA'S NEW MEMBERSHIP

DIRECTORY APP:
STAY CONNECTED, ANYTIME, ANYWHERE

MITA is taking networking and industry
connections to the next level with the launch
of our exclusive Membership Directory App.
Whether you're in the office, on the road, or
at a job site, finding fellow MITA members
has never been easier.

Why You Need the MITA Directory App

Designed for members only, this app
puts the entire MITA membership network
at your fingertips. Quickly search for
businesses, key contacts, and industry
partners using a variety of filters, ensuring
you find the right company or professional
when you need them.

With just a few taps, you can:

v Search members by business name,
contact name, business type, MDOT
region, prequalification, and more

v Download the latest directory updates
at any time

v Explore advertising opportunities to
increase your company’s visibility

Getting Started is Easy!

The MITA Directory App is now available
for download on both Apple iOS and
Android devices. However, due to Apple’s
restrictions, iOS users must use the QR
code below to download—the app is not
searchable in the App Store.

Scan to Download:
iOS Users:
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Android Users:

Logging In & Keeping Your Listing
Updated

Once installed, simply log in using your
MITA website credentials. If you don't
have login details, contact Sarah Alex at
sarahalex@thinkmita.org for assistance.

After logging in, we encourage all
users to review their company'’s listing for
accuracy. If you spot any errors or need
updates, send a request to Sarah Alex to
ensure your information is correct.

MITA updates the directory regularly, but
changes do not update automatically in the
app. To download the latest directory data:

1. Open the app and tap the Profile

lcon

2. Select "Download Latest Directory

Data”

This ensures you always have the most

current member information.

MITA’s Directory is Also Available
Online

Prefer using a desktop? The MITA
Membership Directory is also available via
a web version on the MITA website, offering
the same robust search functionality. The
web version updates automatically when
MITA uploads new content.

Enhance Your Visibility with
Advertising
Looking to boost your business within
the membership? The app offers exclusive

advertising opportunities to help your
company stand out. Learn more about ad
placements and pricing by scanning the
QR code below or visiting MITA's website.

Scan to View Advertising Details:

Need Help? Watch Our Video Tutorial!
To ensure a smooth experience, MITA

has created a step-by-step screen recording

demonstrating how to log in, search for

members, and update your directory data.
Scan to Watch the Tutorial:

Questions? We're Here to Help!

For any app-related questions or
advertising inquiries, contact Danielle
MITA's Manager
& Events, at
daniellecoppersmith@thinkmita.org. €S$

Coppersmith,
of Communications
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MAXIMIZE SUPPORT.
MINTMIZE DISRUPTIONS: |

Advertise
with MITA

Stay Connected. Anywhere, Anytime.

Your gateway to connect with fellow
MITA members is now at your fingertips.

i0S o
Download the D Download the
D App Now App Now Member Login xxxxxx
Required: ool
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Concrete P
CRUSHER MM

Asphalt Recycling
Concrete Crushing

Mobile - we bring
the crusher to you

If you have interest in

these services, email
bids@m-mexcavating.com
or call 989.370.4849 (John)
or 989.370.4846 (Ken).

Safety & Quality ¢ Pride & Integrity ¢ Family & Community

GREYSTONE

FINANCIAL GROUP

Thrive at Eve
Stage of Life

Dynamic, progressive solutions
for individuals, employer
retirement plans,
and institutions.

BLOOMFIELD HILLS ¢« HOUSTON ¢ SANTA MONICA ¢ VIRGINIA BEACH | GREYSTONEFG.COM ¢ 248.267.1270
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Upcoming
events.

JANUARY

8

JANUARY

22-23

JANUARY

27

FEB-MAR

22-1

MARCH

26

11

TRAFFIC CONTROL
TECHNICIAN
TRAINING

MITA Office

ANNUAL
CONFERENCE

Soaring Eagle Casino &
Resort

OSHA 30
MITA Office

MANAGEMENT
CONFERENCE

Los Suefios Marriott
Ocean & Golf Resort
Herradura, Costa Rica

WEST MI
UNDERGROUND
TRAINING DAY

Davenport College
Grand Rapids

WESTERN GOLF
OUTING
Boulder Creek
Grand Rapids

METRO GOLF
OUTING

Twin Lakes
Oakland

AUGUST

27

2025

SUMMER
CONFERENCE
Crystal Mountain
Thompsonville

CENTRAL GOLF
OUTING

HawkHollow
East Lansing

SEPTEMBER [Bi&

11

SEPTEMBER

24

DECEMBER

12

DECEMBER

16

DECEMBER

18

NORTHERN GOLF
ING

Otsego Club
Gaylord

WILD GAME DINNER

The Palazzo Grande
Shelby Twp.

CENTRAL HOLIDAY
PARTY

Joe’s on Jolly
Okemos

WESTERN HOLIDAY
PARTY

The BOB
Grand Rapids

METRO HOLIDAY
PARTY

Date Tentative
Location TBD

FOR COMPLETE DETAILS &
REGISTRATION INFORMATION VISIT:
WWW.THINKMITA.ORG/EVENTS

WWW.THINKMITA.ORG 51




ANEEADERSIINEE E AVAY
UNDERGREOIUND, CONSIRUETION

Our Innovative Services Solve Complex Infrastructure Needs:
Tunnel Rehabilitation

Stormwater and Sanitation Tunnels

Soft Ground, Hard Rock and Pressurized Tunneling

59 Years of Service as Stewards of Clean Water

Jay Dee Contractors, Inc. | www.jaydee.us | 38777 Schoolcraft Road, Livonia, Ml 48150

CE 19
o™ T8
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SOLUTIONS FOR
YOUR ENVIRONMENT®

Committment and
Quality Since 1918

For over 100 years, Levy has been providing services and For more information about our products
solutions that are specially designed to meet the unique needs of each  and services, contact the:

customer. Levy’s commitment to our team, state-of-the-art equipment Levy Sales Department at

and technology provides quality, superior products and services to the (313) 429-LEVY.

construction industry. Or visit our website at

Controlled quality has made Levy a Pre-Qualified MDOT www.edwclevy.com
Supplier with:

L
m 11 State-Certified Aggregate Technicians m 8 MDOT-Certified QC/ E-F%
B :.an

QA Labs m MDOT/ODOT Spec Products m 18 Locations in Michigan
m Concrete/Asphalt Aggregates m Base/Fill Material m Decorative
Roofing Stone m USGA Golf Course Sand m Septic Stone m Mortar
Sand ®m Rip Rap
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Construction Law
and Litigation

Experienced, Aggressive, Determined.
We know construction.

McAlpine, PC - Attorneys & Counselors
3201 University Dr., Ste 200 | Auburn Hills, M| 48326
(248) 373-3700 | www.mcalpinepc.com

Mark McAlpine

Founding Principal and Managing Partner

Continued from page 12

project delays and increase the administrative costs to FHWA and
recipients of FHWA financial assistance. The FHWA has published
that they estimate the 10-year cost of this rule to range from $545
million to $8,466 million at a 2 percent discount, with annualized
costs of $61 million to $942 million. The FHWA moved forward with
the waiver elimination based on the expected benefits that include
protecting and expanding domestic manufacturing, increasing
supply chain resiliency, and increasing consistency in applying
domestic content procurement preferences for manufactured
products between FHWA and other Federal agencies that are
subject to the requirements of Build America, Buy America Act
(BABA).

The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) has
notified MITA that they are currently working with the FHWA to
evaluate updates to their special provisions to comply with the
Final Rule, and they are working to identify which items may be
difficult to procure. The changes likely could create a paperwork
and compliance nightmare for some products. MITA will continue
to work closely with MDOT to help identify products of concern,
knowing that there may be items for which there are no BABA-
compliant options available.

One important point MITA continues to stress is that contracts
should only be advertised if the terms and requirements of

the contract are able to be fully met. A significant concern is
that contracts may be let with BABA requirements that are not
possible to be met with the contractor assuming all the risk. It
is MITA's position that it is critical that an owner agency include
only materials and products that have BABA-compliant options
in their federal-aid contracts.

The waiver elimination was enacted under the Biden
administration, which had emphasized “Buy American” policies
across various sectors of the economy, including transportation
infrastructure. Some have questioned whether changes may be
coming with the change to the Trump administration, but it is
hard to predict that industry will see that since, during its first
term, the Trump administration also strongly supported domestic
preference requirements and may likely do so again.

Again, there are legitimate concerns that federal-aid projects
could be advertised for bid with requirements for meeting BABA,
but in some cases, those requirements are not possible to be
met (i.e., the domestic products do not exist, or the demand is
much greater than the supply). As the industry adjusts to these
new requirements, MITA will work to keep members informed
about any developments. €S§
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FULL BORE DIRECTIONAL BORING, INC.

FULL BORE DIRECTIONAL

BORING, INC.

6105 Birch, Flint, Ml 48507

(810) 410-4325

www.fullboreinc.com

Continued from page 34

does not select projects, they do review
projects to ensure they are eligible for the
Federal-Aid Highway Program. Projects
related to other eligible highway-related
expenditures, such as debt service,
inspections, research, environmental
assessments, or right of way purchases,
were excluded.

For this analysis, ARTBA did not include
projects that received federal funds as
part of COVID or emergency relief. Totals
in this article may differ from state-by-
state information on ARTBA's website,
which includes all types of federal-aid
projects. C§

Continued from page 36

a temporary entity within the White House. It will focus on “modernizing
Federal technology and software to maximize governmental efficiency and
productivity,” with representatives dispatched to each agency, although it
appears President Trump has given Musk a wider portfolio.

Secretary Duffy is building out his team of Trump appointees, including
senior officials requiring Senate confirmation and others who will start work
immediately. ARTBA will continue working to ensure federal transportation
dollars are moving, while sharing details of our regulatory reform priorities
with administration officials.

Two things are certain: You don’t want to miss any new developments
from D.C. as they happen. And ARTBA's advocacy team will be here to tell
you about them.

Rich Juliano is ARTBA general counsel.

Beth McGinn is ARTBA vice president of communications. €S

Continued from page 14

If you receive a MIOSHA citation, don’t navigate the process alone. Send a full copy of the citation immediately to both me
(gregbrooks@thinkmita.org) and Sarah Alex (sarahalex@thinkmita.org) so we can begin the appeals process. Remember, you
only have 15 working days to file an appeal, and challenging citations can result in the reduction of classifications, penalties or

even complete dismissal.

MITA is here to support you—whether through proactive safety inspections or expert guidance in the appeals process. We'll
work together to keep your job sites safe, compliant, and productive. €S
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WE ARE AN INNOVATIVE UNION
FOCUSED ON GROWING THE
DIVERSITY OF DUR
MEMBERSHIP AND PROVIDING
OPPORTUNITIES FOR PEOPLE
AND COMMUNITIES TO FIND A
PATH TO A HEALTHY, STABLE,
AND PRODUCTIVE LIFE.

WE PROVIDE TRAINING,
HEALTHCARE, VACATION, AND
PENSIONS TO CONSTRUCTION
CRAFT LABORERS BUILDING OUR
INFRASTRUCTURE.

Feel the Power

GROW THE
COMMUNITY
WITH

UNION WORK

Laborers International Union of North America
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West Detroit

THE SERVICE.

THE MICHIGAN DEALER CONTRACTORS COUNT ON.
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