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Allows small & large businesses to band together to obtain healthcare coverage as if they were 

Multiple comprehensive plan designs
Competitive pricing
Large group products offered to small groups
No member level rating
Dental & Vision Coverage
BCBSM primary for auto-related claims-reducing auto insurance costs

a single large employer

Salus Group is far different from your average insurance broker.  We are the Benefits Consultant
with a longstanding relationship and history with MITA.  Because we know your industry -- we've
anticipated your challenges and have custom solutions to meet the needs of MITA members.

contact salus group today

for a free analysis!
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Association Health Plan (AHP) - Exclusive to MITA

Mike Buck
586.817.0833

mbuck@thesalusgroup.com

WHAT KEEPS YOU

UP AT NIGHT?

The rising cost of healthcare?

We've Got You Covered!

Introducing:

Our Association Health Plan!

Stacy Harris
586.554.7672

sharris@thesalusgroup.com

Rod Welsh
248.390.3903

rwelsh@thesalusgroup.com
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ALL AHP GROUPS!ALL AHP GROUPS!
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MITA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Audit  |  Tax  |  Job Costing  |  Cost Certification  |  Litigation Support  |  Payroll  |  Insurance  |  Internal Control and Fraud Analysis

248.244.3000  |  doeren.com  |  Florida  |  North Carolina  |  Michigan  |  Texas

Backed by decades of construction industry experience, Doeren Mayhew’s Construction 
Group provides opportunities and long-term strategies to help contractors overcome 
operational and financial challenges. Rely on our expertise to help your business be 
positioned to evolve and grow smart. 

Serving More Than 300 Contractors Nationwide

BUILDING UP YOUR GROWTH

OFFICERS

President
J.W. Fisher
Fisher Contracting Company

President-Elect
Troy Board
Team Elmer’s

Vice President/Treasurer
Jack Dykstra
Jack Dykstra Excavating, Inc.

At Large
Mike DeFinis
Angelo Iafrate Construction Co.

Executive Vice President/Secretary
Rob Coppersmith

DIRECTORS

Past President
Pat Dunigan
Dunigan Bros., Inc.

Past President
Brian Hoffman
Hoffman Bros., Inc.

Director at Large
John Zito
Zito Construction Co.

Director at Large
Karl Schweitzer
GM & Sons, Inc.

Director at Large
Scott Velting
Velting Contractors, Inc.

Director at Large
Lincoln Noel
Payne & Dolan, Inc.

Director at Large
Chad Loney
Rieth-Riley Construction Co.

Director at Large
Aden Shea
P.K. Contracting, Inc.

Director at Large
Ryan O’Donnell
Anlaan Corporation

Director at Large
Dan Ringnalda
Kamminga & Roodvoets

Director at Large
Todd Schrader
Hardman Construction, Inc.

Director at Large
John Schmidt
Tri-City Groundbreakers

Director at Large
Jamie Lemke
Give ‘Em A Brake Safety

Director at Large
Dan Mergens
Edw. C. Levy Co.

Director at Large
Jim Doescher
Dan’s Excavating, Inc.

Director – Utilities
Remi Coolsaet
R.L. Coolsaet Construction Co.

Director – Specialties
Pete Scodeller
Scodeller Construction, Inc.

Director – Underground
J.W. Kalin
Kalin Construction Co., Inc.

Director – Concrete
Mark Johnston
Ajax Paving Industries, Inc.

Director – Bituminous
Deven Rau
Cadillac Asphalt, LLC

Director – Structures
John DiPonio
Jay Dee Contractors 

Director – Excavating
Kyle Brenner
Brenner Excavating, Inc.

ASSOCIATE MEMBER COUNCIL

Joe Cook
Pro-Tec Equipment

John Nickels
Etna Supply Company

Mark Stapleton
G2 Consulting Group, LLC

MITA STAFF

Rob Coppersmith
Executive Vice President
robcoppersmith@thinkmita.org

Lance Binoniemi
Vice President of 
Government Affairs
lancebinoniemi@thinkmita.org

Rachelle VanDeventer, P.E.
Vice President of Engineering
rachellevandeventer@thinkmita.org

Glenn Bukoski, P.E.
Engineering Consultant
glennbukoski@thinkmita.org

Nancy Brown
MITA Cross-Section Magazine Editor, 
Director of Communications
nancybrown@thinkmita.org

Greg Brooks
Director of Safety and Compliance
gregbrooks@thinkmita.org

Mary Moody
Accounting Coordinator
marymoody@thinkmita.org

Danielle Coppersmith
Events Coordinator
daniellecoppersmith@thinkmita.org

Sara Schaibly
Membership Services Coordinator
saraschaibly@thinkmita.org
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Affiliated Local Unions of the

MICHIGAN STATE CONFERENCE of
PLASTERERS AND CEMENT MASONS

OPERATIVE PLASTERERS &
CEMENT MASONS LOCAL 514
Henry Williams, r 
1154 E. Lincoln Avenue
Madison Heights, MI 48071 
Phone: 248-548-0800
Fax: 248-548-0700

PLASTERERS & CEMENT
MASONS LOCAL 886
Kenneth M. Vierling, Sr., Business Manager
4652 Lewis Ave.
Toledo, OH 46312
Phone: 419-478-2652
Fax: 419-478-0208

Joseph Ciacchi, International Rep. 
Phone: 740-590-9827

TRAFFIC SAFETY SPECIALISTS 
• Complete Work Zone Protection
• Temporary & Permanent Signing
• Equipment Rental & Sales
• Moving Lane/Shoulder Closures
• Traffic Regulator Services (Flaggers)
• Full Sequence Set-up &  

Operation or Personnel Only

Proudly Serving Michigan
Since 1982

40 YEARS STRONG40 YEARS STRONGCAPITOLCAPITOL
BARRICADINGBARRICADING

INC.

517-372-1291
 MDOT DBE Certified — 06028 MDOT DBE Certified — 06028

President: Diana Folleth 
dfolleth@capitolbarricading.com

Project Manager/Estimator: Ken Brandt 
kbrandt@capitolbarricading.com

Superintendent: Ken Wolverton 
kwolverton@capitolbarricading.com
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‑MEMBER PROFILE

Extreme Milling & Pulverizing in Lansing 
has a history of providing dependable 
and experienced Milling and Pulverizing 

services for all types of pavement removal.
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‑

Scott Tinkey and Jamie Clark run the company, having worked in the milling 
and pulverizing business for over 24 years. Scott’s father, Jim Tinkey, was a 
pioneer in the business and was instrumental in teaching them the ins and 
outs of cold milling and pulverizing.

 “We do pavement milling and pulverizing at full depth or partial depth,” 
Scott said. “We can handle 2,000-2,500 tons of asphalt or concrete with our 
machines and crews.”

One of their projects involved the State Police Training Tracks in Lansing, 
which was done in phases throughout the summer in conjunction with other 
MITA Members. “Thirty percent of our jobs are private bid work,” Jamie said, 
“and we are MDOT pre-qualified, so we receive requests from our customers 
for MDOT work as well.

“The private companies hire us for daily work. They’re the ones who don’t 
own their own mill. We mill it, they pave it.”

For larger paving projects, Scott explained, a county, for example, will put 
up a road project for a season and the prime contractor will give a quote 
that includes milling or pulverizing. They then spread the huge projects over 
several years, and hire sub-contractors, such as Extreme Milling & Pulverizing, 
to do the pavement removal or pavement modifications for the project. Some 
counties also hire them directly to do milling at controlled depths, or to recycle 
existing material by pulverizing.

“Pulverizing works when you don’t have much base material,” Scott said. 
“That way you create a better base, and you get better results. We have done 
this type of work for many years and have built a huge reputation on the dos 
and don’ts. Our customers rely on us for our expertise and our knowledge. 

Extreme 
Milling & 
Pulverizing
www.extrememandp.com

16220 National Parkway
Lansing, Mich. 48842
Phone: 517-999-4170
Fax: 517-292-6921

Scott Tinkey
Owner/Estimator/Scheduler
scott@extrememandp.com

Jamie Clark
Owner/Operator
jamie@extrememandp.com

Caryn Stubblefield
Office Manager
caryn@extrememandp.com

Members of MITA 
Since 2020

MAIN CONTACTS

Milling and Pulverizing of 
Asphalt and Concrete

SPECIALTIES
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Our knowledge benefits them by making their jobs easier. 
With our experience and the quality of work we do, the 
contractors end results are up to expectations.”

In many subdivisions, the residents thank them for their 
portion of work because of how much better the road 
became, even before the new road was completed. The 
residents would state: “Before, they would just put so 
many band-aids on the roads. Now it’s getting done right 
and it will last another 20 years,” Scott said. Jamie added: 
“When we leave, we are proud of the job we have done 
for our contractors.”

A crew of 11 guys, plus office manager Caryn Stubblefield, 
keep the company running smoothly throughout the 
year. They are always 
looking for skilled 
workers.

The qualifications 
needed: experience 
in the field, a Class 
A CDL license is a 
must because of the 
equipment, a good 
work ethic, and a 
willingness to accept 
seasonal work eight-
nine months out of 
the year.

“Our crews can 
make a year’s worth of 
wages between April 
to November,” Scott 

said. We all know each other well and the company is a 
family itself. Our guys have made us successful because 
they always have each other’s back and stand strong. That 
includes Caryn, our office manager, who is one of the “guys!”.

When the company first got going, they had just two 
machines. 2020 and 2021 were their first full seasons, and the 
business continues to grow every day. “We attended MITA 
annual conferences in 2020 and 2021,” Scott said, “and we 
made many good business contacts. As of the end of 2021, 
we have four machines and four bad-ass crews.

“2022 is busy, and we look forward to providing quality 
work with our existing contractors and any new contractors 
to come.” cs
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MICHIGAN
MARNE
1064 Franklin St.  
Marne, MI 49435 
 

 
Phone: 616-371-7248 
Email: jmaioho@mccannonline.com

 
©2021 McCann Industries, Inc. All rights reserved. CASE is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.

SEE FOR YOURSELF. Contact McCann Industries to experience the power, intuitive 

controls and comfort that CASE equipment delivers. Be sure to ask about ProCare—the 

most comprehensive, standard-from-the-factory heavy-machine support program in the 

industry. And speaking of support, you can always count on us as your go-to resource for 

all your equipment needs.

Visit CaseCE.com/TryOne or contact us to schedule a demo today.

GO AHEAD,

TRY  ONE

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
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Comment — EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

The following op-ed, which was published in The Detroit 
News, was made possible by MITA’s efforts to get the facts 
about a lack of stable, predictable infrastructure funding. To 
that end, MITA has worked hard to obtain earned media (free) 
opportunities and, to date, our messaging has been published 
nearly 74 times in various outlets across the state, which is 
well over our average. Additionally, several MITA members 
and MITA staff participated in a Detroit News Editorial Board 
Meeting concerning infrastructure. The information gathered 
by the board in that hour-long event will be used by them 
throughout the year in various articles about our industry.

A few days after the meeting, MITA was offered a rare 
opportunity to submit the following op-ed.

Opinion: Michigan roads keep getting worse. Here’s 
how we make them better

By Rob Coppersmith

Published in The Detroit News, April 27, 2022

It’s no secret that Michigan’s roads are in bad shape. As 
road crews are dealing with filling potholes and construction 
season gets underway, Michigan drivers are seeing once 
more just how much work still needs to be done to get our 
roads and bridges back in good shape.

With more than 120,000 miles of paved roadway across 
our state, the cost to keep roads in good condition is 

Rob Coppersmith

To contact Rob Coppersmith, email him  
at robcoppersmith@thinkmita.org or call  
the MITA office at 517-347-8336.

significant. Currently, more than 42% of Michigan’s lane 
miles are rated in poor condition. And if we keep on the 
path we’re on, we will see that number rise further to nearly 
50% by 2031.

Due to a combination of our unique environment with 
harsh winters — as well as a freeze-thaw cycle that punishes 
our roads — and a significant underinvestment in our 
infrastructure upkeep, Michigan’s roads continue to get 
worse and worse.

Study after study shows the bad shape our infrastructure 
is in and how much worse it could become. The American 
Society of Civil Engineers issued a grade of D- for Michigan’s 
roads in their Report Card for Michigan’s Infrastructure. The 
2022 TRIP Report estimated that the poor condition of our 
roads costs the average household $4,845 annually due to 
traffic crashes, congestion caused by unreliable roads and 
the cost to repair cars due to roads in bad shape.

Even worse, that report shows that if we don’t make a 
significant investment soon, the average household could 
be spending as much as $6,273 annually at the end of the 
next 10 years.

And here’s a real startling number: 11%, or 1,240, of 
Michigan’s 11,284 bridges are classified as structurally 
deficient, according to the American Road and Transportation 
Builders Association. These are bridges that Michigan families 
use daily to go to school, work, and vacation. If we continue 
to underinvest in necessary repairs, it’s estimated that the 
number of bridges classified as structurally deficient could 
rise to as many as 1,976 — a staggering 18% of Michigan’s 
bridges — over the next decade. This is unacceptable.

Former Gov. Rick Snyder’s 21st Century Infrastructure 
Commission issued a report in 2016 that found Michigan 
needs an additional $2.2 billion in annual funding to get 85 
to 90% of our roads up to good condition. Since the time 
that report was published, Michigan’s leaders have not 
developed a long-term funding plan that would dedicate 
the needed funds to get our roads back to good condition.

In addition, Michigan’s gas tax, which contributes about 
half of our funding for infrastructure construction and 
maintenance, is the lowest in the Midwest. And with the 
rise in fuel efficiency and the emergence of electric vehicles, 
we are seeing revenues generated at the pump falling, and 
that will only continue in the coming years as technology 
continues to improve.

When we notice that roads are in better condition in 
neighboring states, that is one of the factors. Our neighbors, 
such as Ohio, have been willing to make the needed 
investments for road and bridge repairs, spending nearly 
$1 billion more annually than Michigan does.

MITA IS 
GETTING MEDIA 
ATTENTION
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YOUR DREAMS,  
OUR EXPERTISE
Sound financial planning and decision-making 
is crucial, now more than ever. With Rehmann’s 
multidimensional wealth team on your side, 
you’ll have a customized, fully integrated plan 
that provides for your present while moving 
you toward an optimal tomorrow.

Contact a Rehmann advisor and put our 
experience to work for you. Visit rehmann.com 
or call 866.799.9580.

Advisory & Tax \ Assurance \ Business Consulting \ Wealth Management \ Comprehensive Technology \ Accounting & Human Resource Solutions

We’ve had a series of short-term investments made, 
such as the recently passed Building Michigan Together 
Plan that would pump $4.7 billion of state surplus and 
federal stimulus dollars into repairs and upgrades for 
Michigan’s infrastructure.

The federal infrastructure plan enacted in late 2021 
also provides a short-term boost over the next five years. 
In addition, the $3.5 billion bonding program that began 
under Gov. Gretchen Whitmer provides another short-
term injection of much-needed road repair dollars for state 
trunklines through 2025.

But these short-term investments, while helpful, are not 
nearly enough to get Michigan on the right track. And it falls 
well short of the needed $44 billion of additional funding 
that Michigan needs over the next two decades.

By only funding for short-term fixes, we aren’t making 
the necessary repairs to keep our roads in a good-working 
order for the long-term. Instead, we continue to keep coming 
back every five to 10 years to fix the same problems over 
and over again.

It is abundantly clear that the way we’ve been funding 
Michigan’s infrastructure in the past several decades does 
not work. Like our neighbors in Ohio, we need to make the 

necessary investment in our roads and bridges if we want 
to see improvements.

The solution to our road funding problem is a long-term, 
sustainable funding plan that would dedicate the necessary 
resources to fixing Michigan’s roads and keep them in good 
working condition. Without a plan that provides stable 
funding for Michigan’s crumbling infrastructure, we continue 
kicking the can down the road while conditions continue 
to worsen.

The lifetime of a road is very predictable. We know that 
when a new road opens, it will have a lifespan of 30 to 50 
years. But without the necessary long-term plan to make 
the short, mid-range and long-term repairs needed during 
that lifespan, we fall further behind in keeping up with the 
problems we know will eventually develop.

Currently, we make only short-term fixes when the 
problem gets too big to ignore. This isn’t good or responsible 
budgeting, and that isn’t how we should treat the investments 
we’re making in our roads.

Putting in place a stable funding plan works for the 
construction industry and the state as a whole. It allows 
construction companies to plan long-term, allowing them 
to build and retain workforces that can repair our roads and 

Continued on page 52
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ASSOCIATE MEMBER PROFILE

Foster Blue Water Oil is a family-owned and operated 
company that was founded in January 2003 through a 
merger of two Michigan companies, Foster Oil Company 
that originated in 1942 and Blue Water Oil Company 
in 1975. This merger combined 75+ years of experience 
in the petroleum industry.
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Member of MITA Since 2011

Diesel, Gasoline, Kerosene, 
Propane, Diesel Exhaust 
Fluid (DEF), Lubricants, 
Industrial Fluids, 
Performance Products, 
Additives, Monitoring/
Management Solutions…

PRODUCTS

www.fosteroil.com

69120 Foster Road
Richmond, MI 48062
Phone: 800-426-3800
Fax: 586-727-3466

Lapeer, Pewamo, Lexington, 
Bridgeport, Bay City, Mid-
land, Marine City, Harrison, 
West Branch, Tekonsha, 
Mio, and Decker.

Foster Blue Water Oil, LLC 

Along with their affiliates, 
Blue Flame Propane, Sunrise 
Convenience Stores, FLT 
(Foster Liquid Transport), 
Blue Water Fuel Management 
& My Choice Energy, Foster 
Blue Water Oil is the company 
to accommodate all your 
commercial and residential 
energy needs.

OTHER MICHIGAN 
LOCATIONS INCLUDE

MAIN CONTACTS

John Foster
CEO & President
jfoster@fosteroil.com

Josh Foster
Northern Operations  
Manager
jofoster@fosteroil.com

Todd Liechty
Southern Operations  
Manager
tliechty@fosteroil.com

Jensen LaParl
CSR Manager
jefoster@fosteroil.com

Chris Centers
Propane Safety Manager/
Plant Manager
ccenters@fosteroil.com

Myles LaParl
Corporate Sales Manager 
mlaparl@fosteroil.com

Commercial or Residential

• On-site Equipment 
Fueling (Wet hosing)

• Bulk Delivery of Diesel/
Gasoline/Kerosene/
Racing Fuel/Propane

• Bulk Delivery of 
Lubricants/DEF/Industrial 
Fluids Packaged 
Lubricants/DEF/Industrial 
Fluids

• Fleet Fueling Cardlock 
Bulk Storage Solutions 
Fixed Pricing Programs

• Complete Fuel Tank 
Leasing Programs 
Management Systems

• Monitoring Systems

SERVICES
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“There are not many marketers that exist today 
as companies in our industry either continue 
to mature or contract,” said John Foster, the 
CEO & President of the company, which has 
a history dating back to 1942. “We have over 
550 employees, with a high rate of long-term 
employment.

“The major burning issues we face, along 
with others in the industry, include workforce 
development given the wide reach our company 
has throughout Michigan. The company is currently 
reaching from US 127 and east, with locations 
in Richmond, Marine City, Lapeer, Lexington, 
Bridgeport, Bay City, Pewamo, Midland, Harrison, 
West Branch, Mio, Tekonsha, and Decker.

The company also offers 13 retail offices 
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for natural gas while Foster Blue Water 
Oil and FLT (Foster Liquid Transport) 
owns and operates one of the largest 
fleets of transport trucks and tank 
wagons in Michigan,” John added.

“We are proud to be a family-
owned and operated business that was 
born and raised in the great state of 
Michigan,” said John, whose son, two 
daughters and two sons-in-law all work 
within Foster Blue Water Oil or within 
an affiliated company.

John and Tom Foster are the 
third-generation family members to 
run the business, which started out 
in 1942 when their grandfather, Don 
Foster, bought a corner gas station in 
Richmond, Mich. John and Tom’s father, 
the late Dick Foster, bought the station 
from Don in 1954 while also driving a 
school bus to supplement his income. 
The company grew substantially 
between that time up until the oil 
crisis in the 70’s, operating 24 retail 
outlets. In the late 70’s the company 

with bulk plants/warehouses to 
service commercial and residential 
diesel, gasoline, kerosene, propane, 
diesel exhaust fluid (DEF), lubricants, 
industrial fluids, performance 
products, additives, and monitoring/
management solutions. In addition, 
they operate 13 Pacific Pride locations 
and 40 Sunrise Convenience Stores 
throughout the state.

“Our Sunrise Convenience Stores 
are branded Marathon® or BP® 
products,” Tom Foster, company 
president, explained.

“My Choice Energy can provide 
consumers with fixed pricing programs 

began to rise again as convenience 
stores with retail locations were slowly 
growing in popularity. In 1989, Sunrise 
Convenience Stores was created by 
President Tom Foster. Today, there 
are 40 stores on the eastern side of 
the state from Macomb County to 
Montmorency County.

Foster Blue Water Oil joined MITA in 
2011 after noticing a huge part of their 
customer base was engaged in MITA 
and encountered the value within. 
“This exposure led to more growth 
opportunities, and we will always be 
actively involved with MITA,” John said. 
“The team always joins and sponsors 
the MITA annual conference along 
with an exhibitor booth display. Foster 
Blue Water Oil is continuously joining 
additional MITA events such as the wild 
game dinner, summer conference and 
golf outings.”

For more information about Foster 
Blue Water Oil, please visit  
www.fosteroil.com cs
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Comment — VICE PRESIDENT OF GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

2022 ELECTIONS: 
A DIFFERENT  
ELECTION CYCLE

The 2022 election cycle is turning out to be one of 
the most interesting elections in decades. It is already an 
election year where all state elected officials will be up for 
election. Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State 
and all 110 House of Representative districts and 38 Senate 
districts are included in this year’s election. In addition, every 
Congressional seat is on the ballot. None of this is out of the 
ordinary and happens every four years in Michigan. What is 
different now is all of the House, Senate and Congressional 
districts have been redrawn and that has made for several 
interesting developments. In addition, 10 Republicans filed 
to run for Governor, the most Michigan has ever seen from a 
single party. A few of those candidates’ signature collections 
required in order to be eligible to be on the ballot are being 
challenged with the state elections bureau and fraud has 
already been admitted to by a couple of candidates.

In 2018, Michigan voters drastically shifted the redistricting 
process by adopting Proposal 18-2. Instead of the traditional 
method of drawing district maps – legislators drawing lines 
often for their best interests – citizens would draw lines that 
best represent their interests. Thirteen citizens across the 
state were randomly selected from over 9,000 applicants. 
Equal political representation was required and four people 
who affiliate with the Democratic party, five independents 
and four who affiliate with the Republican party were on the 
final redistricting group. The Michigan Independent Citizens 
Redistricting Commission (MICRC) held 16 public hearings 
to gather input before creating any maps. On December 28, 
2021 MICRC voted to approve final congressional and state 

legislative districting maps. To see where your community 
ended up within the legislative maps, visit: https://www.
michigan.gov/micrc/mapping-process/final-maps.

The new maps have produced some challenges for a few 
currently sitting elected officials. Some incumbents were 
drawn into another incumbents’ legislative district, forcing 
some head-to-head competition with legislative colleagues 
or forced some to physically move and run in a different 
legislative district. It also has left open opportunities for 
some to seek a higher office as some new district lines 
become more favorable to specific candidates. What will 
be interesting to see is if new lines tilt the balance of power 
within the legislature. Republicans have held control of the 
Senate since 1983 and the fight for majority in both the 
Senate and the House will be very close.

With all these changes, it is more important than ever 
to get more involved politically. Staff at MITA will continue 
to take serious and close looks at all candidates and those 
who become elected, but it is imperative that our members 
keep a close eye locally on their individual candidates for 
office. Having local knowledge of a candidate is essential 
in understanding candidates beyond their professional 
campaign materials. I encourage each one of our members 
to attend a debate or coffee hours or campaign rally and 
get to know these individuals and see where they stand on 
what is important to you, your family, and your community. 
And if there is anything that you think MITA staff should 
know about a particular candidate or race, do not hesitate 
to contact us. cs

Lance Binoniemi

To contact Lance Binoniemi, email him  
at lancebinoniemi@thinkmita.org or call  
the MITA office at 517-347-8336.
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Mersino is a premier specialty contractor that provides unique 
pumping solutions to meet your challenging needs. Through our 

manufacturer, Global Pump, we o�er a robust and highly e�cient line 
of dewatering pumps. With a new branch located in Grand Rapids, 

Mersino can o�er prompt service across Michigan. 

DEWATERING | BYPASS PUMPING | ONE-PASS TRENCHING | POWER GENERATION

24 HOURS | 7 DAYS A WEEK | 365 SERVICE 
WWW.MERSINO.COM | 1.866.637.7466 
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PO Box 1357  •  Brighton MI 48116 
Phone 810-522-6474 • Fax 810-522-6499

Recycled Concrete  
& Asphalt Products

• Chilson Road, Howell
• Kensington Road, Brighton

Natural Aggregate Products
www.gbmsandandgravel.com

• Hogan Road, Fenton

Your local trusted concrete 
recycling business for over 
twenty years. Providing 
custom concrete crushing 
and processing.
Operated by:  
DCF Recycling, Inc.

M.D.O.T. approved supplier 
of Catch Basins, Manholes 

and Highway Barriers.

Also a supplier of  
Sign Bases and other  

traffic control products.

3584 Airline Road, Muskegon, Michigan 49444

231.733-1904  • 1-800-TOO-BUSH

WWW.BUSHCONCRETEPRODUCTS.COM

Serving Since 1928
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This August MDOT plans to let a Building Information 
Modeling (BIM) for Bridges Model Delivery Pilot for their 
I-696 reconstruction project from I-275 to Lahser Road 
in Oakland County. This will be MDOT’s first project to 
deliver a 3D model as a contract document. As the first 
BIM for bridges pilot, the project deliverables will include 
the bridge design of I-696 EB and I-696 WB over the Rouge 
River in the City of Southfield as 3D models, delivered 
as the contract documents in lieu of 2D plan sheets. 
The 3D models will be packaged within a larger project 
that includes 8.5 miles of road reconstruction on I-696, 
a couple of culvert structures, and 10 Capital Preventive 
Maintenance (CPM) bridges.

In place of 2D PDF plan sheets, scaled 3D models 
enhanced with annotations and model attributions will 
be accessible from a computer, tablet, or phone. The 
contract 3D models will include saved views of critical 
information, and will include supporting documents such 
as 2D details, tabular information, and specifications, as 
attachments to the 3D model. The 3D models will be 
the primary source of design intent for the two specified 
bridges for all (contractors, inspectors, suppliers, etc.) to 
use through every stage (bidding, construction, and as-
builts) of the project.

MDOT intends to include a Model Coordination and 
Training Special Provision detailing requirements for 
model coordination meetings, training, post construction 
lessons learned expectations, and the requirements for 
the contractor’s BIM Execution Plan. The BIM Execution 
Plan will detail the contractor’s created plan for working 
from the models, detailing a variety of items including 
key personnel roles and responsibilities, quality control 

and assurance procedures regarding model data, and 
communication expectations. The BIM Execution Plan will 
need to be reviewed and approved by the Department.

Training will be offered by MDOT both prior to project 
advertisement and after project advertisement. The 
intention of the early, non-mandatory training is to allow 
opportunities for any interested parties to get familiar 
with the model data and how to utilize that data prior to 
advertisement in hopes not to slow down the bidding 
process. Once the project is advertised, MDOT plans to 
hold a mandatory pre-bid meeting/training early in the 
advertisement process. There are also expectations of 
training for those involved in the construction of the 3D 
model bridges post award.

MDOT collaborated with industry throughout the design 
process on this pilot project. A volunteer group including 
contractors, consultants, surveyors, and suppliers met 
approximately once a month with the MDOT team over 
the past year to get an update and provide feedback 
on various model concepts. A variety of concerns were 
voiced throughout the collaboration process, including 
concerns about whether contractors will be able to get all 
the information they need from the model and whether 
contractors and inspection staff will be able to get to 
the necessary comfort level needed to work solely from 
the models. The MDOT team did implement a number 
of modifications to the model data as a result of this 
constructive collaboration.

Even though there have been concerns voiced, this 
pilot project creates opportunities to think and work 
differently, hopefully leading to the possibilities of gained 
efficiencies. There is 

Comment — VICE PRESIDENT OF ENGINEERING

MDOT TO LAUNCH 
FIRST PROJECT  
WITH A CONTRACTUAL 
3D MODEL 

Rachelle VanDeventer, P.E.

To contact Rachelle VanDeventer, P.E., email her  
at rachellevandeventer@thinkmita.org  
or call the MITA office at 517-347-8336.

Continued on page 52



nthconsultants.com
800.736.6842

NTH Extends the Service Life of 
Existing Infrastructure

• Asset Management 

• Condition Assessments

• Bridge Inspection and Scoping
• Pavement Assessment / Rehabilitation
• Subsurface Utility Engineering
• Geotechnical Evaluations / Design
• Environmental Permitting
• Fugitive Dust and Erosion Prevention 

Planning
Compliant with MDOT • Cast in Place • Replaceable

Available in Assorted Colors & Sizes

Visit us online at
acecutting.com

25125 Trans X Drive, Novi MI 48375

(248) 449-4944

ADA CAST IRON DETECTABLE PLATE SYSTEMS
Replaceable tactile tile is cast in place and replaceable. Available 24” x 24” and 24” x 30”.

Affiliations: NASBP, MITA, AGC, ABC
Serving Michigan Since 1933

Service Beyond the
Contract Nationwide

(517) 371-2300
615 N. Capitol ave.
Lansing, MI 48933

Meeting Your Needs for 
Bonds and Insurance

info@mourerfoster.com • www.mourerfoster.com
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DBE PROFILE

11205 Lawrence Highway
Nashville, Mich. 48073
Phone: 517-952-1536, Ext. 2
Fax: 517-852-2240

Nashville 
Construction 
Company

Kristoffer Hulsebos
Project Manager
ncc11205@gmail.com

Tammy and Dennis Hulsebos, a 
dairy farmer turned road/underground 
“farmer,” milked 200 head of cattle 
in the morning, then worked road 
construction all day before forming 
Nashville Construction Company in 1977.

Tammy (President) and Dennis (Vice 
President) are now happily retired, 
and the company is run by their sons: 
Kristoffer, Project Manager; and Keven, 
Estimator. Rounding out the team is 
Brad Clark, the superintendent of the 
guardrail division. During the peak 
season they have 45 employees.

When it was founded in Nashville, 
about 40 miles southwest of Lansing, 
the company focused on MDOT work, 
and later expanded into underground, 
guardrail; and, most recently, in 2012, 
bridge and box culvert projects.

Their largest project to date is the 
Okemos Road bridge project, which 
began in February 2022 and is slated 
for completion this year. With an $8.8 
million price tag, Nashville is using 15 
sub contractors on a job that involves 

replacing the last remaining historic 
camelback bridge in Michigan. The 
work includes demolition of the old 
bridge, storm sewer, drainage, road 
reconstruction, traffic and ADA work.

“We are also doing a lot of guardrail 
jobs this year, 40,000 feet so far, all 
in the lower peninsula, for C.A. Hull 
Co., Anlaan Corporation and other 
contractors” said Kristoffer, who 
started working for the company along 
with his younger brother, Keven, when 
they were in high school. “My brother 
worked as a laborer, operator then 
foreman, and I also studied engineering 
and business at Michigan Tech.”

What is interesting for him about the 
business is the fact that when they got 
into bridge work, they were competing 
against companies, such as Anlaan, 
and other larger contractor members 
of MITA. “We still bid against each 
other, but it is friendly competition,”

Kristoffer said. “We can bid as a 
prime on a project and also quote as 
a subcontractor to companies we’re 
competing against on that same 
project. If we don’t get a job as a 
prime sometimes we end up getting 
the guardrail work as a subcontractor 
for our competition.” cs

The Okemos Road Bridge Project

A box culvert project project near Nashville, Michigan.
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Complete Water & Sewer 
Supplies Distributor

6 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
www.michiganpipe.com

JACKSON 
Phone: (517) 764-9151 
Jackson@michiganpipe.com 

SAGINAW 
Phone: (989) 752-7911 
Saginaw@michiganpipe.com 

TRAVERSE CITY 
Phone: (231) 929-7473
TraverseCity@michiganpipe.com 

MT. PLEASANT 
Phone: (989) 817-4331 
MtPleasant@michiganpipe.com 

GENESEE 
Phone: (810) 547-7154
Genesee@michiganpipe.com 

GRAND RAPIDS 
Phone: (616) 805-3206 
luke.fleischmann@michiganpipe.com
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MICHIGAN CONSTRUCTION CAREER DAYS

MICHIGAN CONSTRUCTION 
CAREER DAYS: A WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT FIELD DAY

Most of us learned about the 
construction industry through family, 
knowing at an early age the potential 
that this industry holds through life 
experiences by seeing the benefits up-
close and personal. Our grandfathers 
and grandmothers, our fathers and 
mothers, all provided an amazing life 
for themselves and us through their 
businesses and their jobs. We knew 
what this industry could provide at 
an early age and understood the 
potential for providing for our future 
families. That was a given. How, 
then, can we send the message of 
the benefits of a construction career 
to young Michiganders who did 
not have the same opportunity of 
understanding our industry and all 
its benefits as we had?

On May 4 and 5, close to 3,000 
middle and high-school students 
were able to explore careers in 
construction in a hands-on event. 
Michigan Construction Career Days 
(MICCD) is an event that has taken 
place since 2008. MICCD is based 
on the National Career Day model 
and provides our young students the 
opportunity to get their hands dirty by 
using real tools, materials and heavy 
equipment, while being directed by 
current industry practitioners from 
all areas of the industry. Students 
operated jack-hammers breaking 
up pieces of concrete. They welded 
using a simulator, laying down a bead 
and making strong connections. They 
hammered nails, racing against an 
experienced professional. They sat in 

the seat of a large excavator, digging 
holes in the earth, then refilling them. 
The excitement in the experience 
could be seen in their eyes as well 
as by the happy expressions on their 
faces. Colleges and universities were in 
attendance, describing the programs 
that are available in the construction 
field to graduating seniors who are 
on a path for a college degree. This 
often comes as a complete surprise to 
students: I can go to college and I can 
still go into construction?

In total, 2,852 students attended 
MICCD representing 115 schools 
from across the state! All of this was 
accomplished in a two-day period 
from 8 a.m. – 1 p.m. MICCD takes 

place at the Operating Engineers 
500-acre training facility in Howell. 
The event is organized by the Michigan 
Apprenticeship Steering Committee 
Inc. (MASCI). MASCI is an advocacy 
group made up of professionals from 
the education industry, manufacturing 
sector, construction trades and 
governmental departments of 
Michigan of which MITA is a member 
and active on the board. MASCI’s 
objective is to educate Michigan’s 
workforce and employer groups on the 
benefits of participation in registered 
apprenticeship. Trades in attendance 
at the 2022 MICCD included operators, 
laborers, plumbers, bricklayers, 

On May 4 and 5, close to 3,000 middle and high-school students 
were able to explore careers in construction during Michigan 

Construction Career Days at the Operating Engineers 324  
facility in Howell.

Continued on page 52
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LEGAL ISSUES

Electronic communications — such 
as emails or texts — have become 
the primary form of communication 
among organizations and individuals. 
In the modern world, businesses large 
and small communicate internally and 
externally using electronic means. 
The same is true regarding document 
creation and record retention — 
electronic and digital media have 
largely replaced physical records. 
This is especially the case in the 
construction industry. In addition 
to using digital communications, 
contractors and design professionals 
create and maintain countless 
electronic documents, ranging from 
emails and letters to bids and contract 
documents to schedules, submittals, 

Evan M. Lumley

By Evan M. Lumley

Kotz Sangster

eDISCOVERY IN CONSTRUCTION 
LITIGATION

as anything that makes a fact of 
consequence to the dispute “more 
or less probable.” (Michigan Rule of 
Evidence 401.) And the court rules 
further state, “Information within 
the scope of discovery need not 
be admissible in evidence to be 
discoverable.” In other words, parties 
may be required to turn over all of 
their documents and communications 
first, and make challenges regarding 
their admissibility later. This includes 
electronic documents.

The court rules have teeth to bite 
those who fail to follow these broad 
rules of production. Enforcement 
mechanisms include the imposition 
of sanctions upon a party who fails 
to make a complete production of 
its ESI. In certain instances, a failure 
to produce a document can result in 
severe penalties that greatly affect 
the outcome of a dispute, such as 
cost sanctions, a negative inference 
imposed by the law (i.e., that 
documents not produced contained 
information that was unfavorable to 
the party that failed to produce), or the 
outright loss or dismissal of a lawsuit.

The Mandatory Exchange of 
Digital Communications

The most noteworthy change to the 
way discovery is exchanged among 
parties to a construction dispute 
is the production of the emails and 
texts created throughout the course 
of a project. Before the court rule 
amendments affecting ESI were 
adopted in 2013, rules and protocols 
developed in the “Age of Paper” were 

and RFIs. When a construction dispute 
arises, all of these documents become 
relevant to the dispute.

These digital communications and 
documents are referred to by the 
Michigan Court Rules as the parties’ 
“Electronically Stored Information,” 
or ESI. Recognizing the prevalence 
of digital communications and 
documents, lawmakers have amended 
the rules governing civil litigation to 
mandate parties to maintain and 
exchange their ESI through the 
discovery process. In recent years, 
litigators began using the term 
“eDiscovery” to describe the process 
of defining what digital information is 
relevant during commercial litigation, 
determining where it is stored (such as 
on a company’s servers), collecting that 
information, and ensuring it is in the 
proper format for evaluation and use.

The eDiscovery process is broad and 
expensive. The breadth and expense 
often takes contractors by surprise, to 
their detriment. Therefore, it is essential 
for a contractor to maintain good day-
to-day eDiscovery business practices, 
and to have a solid eDiscovery plan in 
place for when claims arise.

To begin, eDiscovery arises in a 
system in which almost no secret can 
be hidden. The range of each party’s 
discoverable ESI in the eyes of the 
law is abundant and ever expanding. 
The court rules already permit an 
opposing party to “obtain discovery 
regarding any non-privileged matter 
that is relevant to any party’s claims 
or defenses.” (Michigan Court Rule 
2.302.) Relevance is broadly defined 
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applied to electronic documents and communications. Even 
though emails and text messages were widespread before 
2013, discovery of them was often inconsistent. But with the 
adoption of the 2013 court rule amendment, discovery of ESI 
became mandatory. Since then, discovery of ESI has steadily 
grown in scope, sophistication, and cost. Contractors must 
get in front of this trend.

Foremost, contractors must implement business practices 
to manage the intrusive nature of electronic discovery. The 
authors of digital communications often fail to realize their 
texts and emails will be produced to an opposing party. The 
modern tendency to communicate internally in writing can 
result in disclosure of internal criticism, criticism which in the 
“Age of Paper” never have been put in writing and therefore 
never produced to an adversary. A hotheaded email, written 
in a heated moment, will become eternalized and public. 
The following excerpt of an internal email produced by a 
real party in a real claim provides a perfect, and unfortunate, 
example (with names inappropriate language bleeped out):

I’m not blaming -------, the general foreman and 
foreman are at fault on this one! It’s their responsibility 
to let him know what they need to get it done… 
SOUNDS LIKE A PAID F------- VACATION because 

no one has done any work down there AND if we did 
were taking it down and re-installing it!

I will state it again, I don’t know how in the f--- 
we take a three week schedule work load with three 
week look aheads, manpower forecasts, think that we 
are going to beat hours, too F------ lose hours and 
money in the very last week. We look like S--- and 
we are running this project like S--- from an install 
standpoint… You had better figure out a better plan, 
get the right supervision in place and get this thing 
headed in the right direction TODAY! This had better 
turn a corner real fast…
This email was discoverable under the court rules, and it 

single-handedly sank part of an otherwise good claim. Even 
if the criticism was overblown, the company attempting to 
contain the statements made by one of its own employees 
faced an insurmountable obstacle. Such emails occur with 
surprising frequency. The heightened candidness that often 
exists in internal communications makes them highly sought 
after by opposing parties. Because the court rules now 
contemplate the exchange of ESI, chances are that all such 
communications are discoverable.

Another common pitfall is the tendency for employees 
Continued on page 40

WE BUILD CONFIDENCE.
Forty-four years of winning results 

for Michigan’s construction industry. 
Experienced counsel, responsive service 

for all your construction law needs.

Jeff Sangster
(313) 259-8655

Ed Boucher
(313) 259-8582

CONTRACTS. ENVIRONMENTAL LAW.
R I S K  A N A L Y S I S .  L A B O R .  C L A I M S .

kotzsangster.com  |  Detroit ・ Bloomfield Hills ・ Rochester Hills ・ West Michigan ・ Southwest Michigan
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LEGISLATIVE Q & A

Q How has your time serving at the 
local level helped you throughout 
your time as a state lawmaker?

A Serving as a Grand Traverse County 
Commissioner gave me exposure to 
local issues and an understanding 
of how state-level decisions impact 
our local governments. Further, my 
relationships with local leaders, 
many of which were formed in 
my local government years, have 
helped ensure that I can craft 
policies at the state level that 
benefit my constituents at home.

Q You have been one of the strongest 
advocates for improving the 
state’s infrastructure during your 
time in the Michigan Legislature. 
What motivated you to become 
such a supporter of this aspect 
of government?

State Senator  
Wayne Schmidt

STATE SENATOR WAYNE SCHMIDT
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

A Infrastructure is the grease that 
keeps our economy moving. 
Whether it’s the transportation 
of goods or people, local roads, 
highways, rail, water, and air 
infrastructure and travel are critical 
in connecting our global economy. 
When it’s good, infrastructure 
is something that we take for 
granted. When it’s bad, we all feel 
the effects. I want to ensure our 
state’s infrastructure supports our 
21st-century economy.

Q What do you see is the biggest 
challenge to adequately funding 
Michigan’s infrastructure?

A Bipartisan and bicameral 
relationships are the most 
significant barrier we currently face 
to adequately funding Michigan’s 
infrastructure – and they don’t have 
to be one. We have an amazing 
opportunity with the amount of 
federal dollars coming to our state. 
Our Legislature and Administration 
have shown that we can come 
together on other policy issues and 
make transformational changes. I 
hope that we can come together 
during this budget cycle and truly 
impact Michigan’s infrastructure.

Q With gas tax revenues declining 
and electric vehicles on the rise, 
how will the state collect user 
fee revenues to pay for our 
transportation network?

A My colleagues and I have had 
productive discussions on how to 
encourage the use of EV vehicles 
and ensure we are not jeopardizing 
the upkeep of our transportation 

network. Every user of our roadways 
needs to pay their fair share. We 
have plans for a study to look at 
the impact of EVs on roads - and 
a tolling study for transportation in 
general. This policy discussion will 
require compromise from various 
stakeholders, and I look forward 
to the continued conversations.

Q As Chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations Subcommittee 
on Transportation, what do you 
feel is the next step towards 
adequately funding our 
infrastructure in Michigan?

A In 2015, we took the first bite at the 
apple by increasing registration 
fees and fuel taxes for the $1.2B 
plan. We need to continue looking 
at how to get away from the gas 
tax and find new ways of funding 
roads. We must find a fair solution 
and require all users of our roadway 
network to pay for the upkeep. 
Alternative funding is our next 
policy and funding hurdle, and I 
hope we will start to chip away at 
this issue in the upcoming budget.

Q What will you miss the most after 
serving 14 years in the state’s 
Legislature?

A The people. I have gained so 
many lifelong friends in the state 
Legislature. I am thankful for my 
colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle, staff, policy and caucus staff, 
non-partisan staff, and the lobby 
corps. We all come together to 
serve the people of our state, and 
I am proud of the work we have 
done together, especially for my 
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MITA PAC UPDATE

Name Company Donation
James Doescher Dan’s Excavating, Inc $1,000.00 

Dennis Rozanski Dan’s Excavating, Inc $500.00 

Robert Hentkowski Dan’s Excavating, Inc $500.00 

Joe Goodall Dan’s Excavating, Inc $500.00 

Brian Hoffman Hoffman Bros., Inc. $4,000.00 

Robert Adcock Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $2,000.00 

Justin Peyerk Dan’s Excavating, Inc $500.00 

Troy Broad Team Elmers $5,000.00 

David Terbeek AIS Construction Equipment $1,820.00 

Chris Shea P.K. Contracting, Inc $2,000.00 

Craig Fons GBM Companies $1,000.00 

David Terbeek AIS Construction Equipment $500.00 

David Pytlowany AIS Construction Equipment $500.00 

Byron Miller AIS Construction Equipment $500.00 

Don Meram FDM Contracting, Inc. $1,000.00 

Mike Miller VTC Insurance Group $500.00 

Fred Meram FDM Contracting, Inc. $1,000.00 

Dan Eriksson Hoffman Bros., Inc. $5,000.00 

James Malenich II Fessler & Bowman $1,000.00 

Rinaldo Acciavatti Pamar Enterprises Inc. $2,500.00 

J.W. Fisher Fisher Companies $7,500.00 

Ron Measel ACE Cutting Equipment $1,000.00 

Bruce Lowing Hardman Construction, Inc. $1,000.00 

Brian Borich Ajax Paving Industries, Inc. $1,000.00 

Tom Wagenmaker Anlaan Corporation $1,000.00 

Joseph Stutesman M&M Excavating Company $100.00 

Brandon Beach M&M Excavating Company $100.00 

Paul Meir M&M Excavating Company $100.00 

Zachary Misiak M&M Excavating Company $300.00 

Fred McNina M&M Excavating Company $200.00 

Regina Stutesman M&M Excavating Company $500.00 

Gabe Nowicki M&M Excavating Company $500.00 

Ken Nowicki M&M Excavating Company $1,000.00 

John Landrie M&M Excavating Company $1,000.00 

Brandie Meisner M&M Excavating Company $1,000.00 

Mark Johnston Ajax Paving Industries, Inc. $6,000.00 

Mike Malloure C.A. Hull Co, Inc. $10,000.00 

John Zito Zito Construction $1,000.00 

Jamie Lemke Give ‘Em A Brake Safety $3,000.00 

Steven Brown Pamar Enterprises Inc. $500.00 

Ryan O’Donnell Anlaan Corporation $4,000.00 

Nicholas Baker Anlaan Corporation $4,000.00 

Dean Vredevoogd Standale Lumber $100.00 

David Turner C.A. Hull Co, Inc. $10,000.00 

Jack Dykstra II Jack Dykstra Excavating, Inc. $1,000.00 

Robert Adcock Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $3,000.00 

Name Company Donation
Bill Britt Britt Family Pure Maple Syrup $100.00 

Drake Dunigan Dunigan Bros., Inc. $500.00 

Karl Schweitzer GM & Sons, Inc. $1,500.00 

William Rizor Hoffman Bros., Inc. $2,000.00 

James Kloote JE Kloote Contracting $2,500.00 

Ron Lammy II Modern Concrete $2,500.00 

Kurt Shea P.K. Contracting, Inc $2,000.00 

Aden Shea P.K. Contracting, Inc $2,500.00 

Jayasing Jay Desai C.A. Hull Co., Inc. $250.00 

Gerald Kalin Kalin Construction Co., Inc. $2,000.00 

Andrew O’Connor C.A. Hull Co., Inc. $1,000.00 

Brent Gerken Gerken Paving, Inc. $2,000.00 

Patty Meyer Patty Meyer $25.00 

Dustin Dunigan Dunigan Bros., Inc. $500.00 

Michael Phelps Z-Contractors, Inc. $250.00 

Gabriele Cipparrone Cipparrone Contracting, Inc. $5,000.00 

Patrick Dunigan Dunigan Bros., Inc. $1,000.00 

Clay Malloure C. A. Hull Co., Inc. $1,000.00 

Brian Olesky Pamar Enterprises Inc. $500.00 

Donald Timmer Timmer Construction Company, Inc. $2,500.00 

John W. Kersaan Grand River Construction Company $1,200.00 

Jim Reed C.A. Hull Co., Inc. $1,000.00 

Michael Peake Action Traffic Maintenance, Inc. $500.00 

Sean Morrissey GM & Sons, Inc. $250.00 

Benjamin Kohler Ajax Paving Industries, Inc. $250.00 

Jeff Buckey C. A. Hull Co., Inc.

Josh Goldsworthy The Beaver Excavating Company $250.00 

Eric Walbert GM & Sons, Inc. $100.00 

Thomas R Peake, Jr Action Traffic Maintenance, Inc. $125.00 

Timothy Peake Action Traffic Maintenance, Inc. $125.00 

Jeffrey Irvin Action Traffic Maintenance, Inc. $125.00 

Gary L Merkey Jackson-Merkey Contractors, Inc. $1,200.00 

Steve Jackson Jackson-Merkey Contractors, Inc. $1,200.00 

Timothy Peake Action Traffic Maintenance, Inc. $125.00 

Hugo Gallegos GM & Sons, Inc. $300.00 

Scott L. Ammarman E. T. MacKenzie Company $100.00 

Patty Meyer Patty Meyer $25.00 

Kelly Weber Action Traffic Maintenance, Inc. $125.00 

Scott Bazinet Lowe Construction, Inc. $5,000.00 

Mark Campbell GM & Sons, Inc. $200.00 

Ed MacKenzie E. T. MacKenzie Company $5,000.00
Stephanie MacKenzie E. T. MacKenzie Company $1,000.00

Michael Marks E. T. MacKenzie Company $1,000.00

Tom MacKenzie E. T. MacKenzie Company $1,000.00

Jennifer Slater Action Traffic Maintenance, Inc. $50.00

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the MITA PAC. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. If you haven’t donated to the 
MITA PAC yet this year, please consider making a contribution today.
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Rob Coppersmith, Executive Vice President of MITA, 
testified before the House Judiciary Committee in Lansing 
May 24 regarding House Bill 5750, a bill that would 
mandate use of automated traffic enforcement devices in 
certain work zones to enforce speed limit reductions. Here 
are his remarks:

Mr. Chairman, and Members of the Committee.  My 
name is Rob Coppersmith, and I am the Executive Vice 
President of the

Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association 
also known as MITA. I’m here to advocate on behalf of House 
Bill 5750.  MITA represents over 500 Michigan companies 
building our roads, bridges, underground water and sewer 

infrastructure, utilities and other specialty infrastructure.  
In my 28 years of working for the industry, I have held 
a variety of positions prior to my current position. I was 
initially hired to be the safety director for the industry and 
have experienced first-hand the horrors that working in 
and around traffic can produce. These types of accidents 
leave lifelong scars and memories. I have felt the collective 
loss as I put families in touch with groups like Construction 
Angels, a non-profit that exists to help with unexpected 
death benefits for those who have had loved ones pass while 
trying to improve the quality of life for all of us. I’ve gathered 
professionals in many construction yards so employees can 
meet with grief counselors. I’ve also witnessed individuals 

MITA TESTIFIES REGARDING  
AUTOMATED TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT DEVICES

Continued on page 32

*Totals as of the printing of this issue.
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leave good paying jobs that support their families because 
they simply can’t do that type of work anymore. 

MITA is part of the Michigan Work Zone Safety Task 
Force, a MDOT Contractor group founded to improve safety 
on all job sites. The amount of night work performed has 
been reduced, more concrete barriers are being deployed 
as well as many other positive changes. We’re in the midst 
of a public awareness campaign called “Take the Pledge” 
which simply is a pledge to drive safer in job sites. In short, 
we are working hard on our side of the barrels to make 
safety a high priority.

To complicate construction safety issues, projects 
are  happening at an all-time high due to decades of 
underfunding, an influx of federal dollars and our own state’s 
increased investment in our infrastructure. This opportunity 
will cause disruption and frustration for anyone who travels 
at some point and appears to be our collective future for 
some time to come. 

The need for additional options for speed enforcement 
in work zones has been proving itself over the last few years 
by way of fatalities, and I’m saddened and embarrassed 
that Michigan was not at the front of what has proven to 
be an effective tool for driver compliance in other states.

If it were possible, we would like to see law enforcement 
at every job site but MSP does not have the resources to 
deploy such measures. Our contractors regularly request 
law enforcement presence on job sites to little or no avail 
based on pleas made to me, even though just last weekend 
a trooper on a I-94 work zone pulled over three drivers 
going 98, 99, and 103 mph in a job posted at 45 mph, which 
clearly demonstrates the need for enhanced enforcement. 

I implore you to move this bill forward. Michigan road 
construction workers and their families deserve another 
tool to enhance driver compliance. 

Thank you for your consideration. I would be happy to 
answer questions the committee may have. cs

Rob Coppersmith, executive vice president of the 
Michigan Infrastructure & Transportation Association (MITA), 
issued the following statement on May 24 after the House 
Judiciary Committee voted in support of House Bill 5750, 
legislation that would allow for the placement of automated 
speed cameras in certain construction zones to protect 
Michigan’s road workers:

“We’re glad to see the House Judiciary Committee 
take action to support House Bill 5750 that would protect 
road construction workers while they’re hard at work fixing 
Michigan’s roads. Construction sites are dangerous places, 
especially when working on the side of highways with 
traffic moving at high rates of speed. Placing automated 
speed cameras in construction zones would help protect 
our construction workers by strictly enforcing work zone 
speed limits.

“In 2020, there were 4,035 work zone crashes alone in 
Michigan that resulted in 14 work zone fatalities and 1,050 

work zone injuries. Recent data shows that those numbers 
will increase over the next decade if we don’t take action 
to stop it.

“Keeping our road workers safe is a top priority for MITA. 
Ensuring our construction workers have safe work zones is 
a big reason why we are heavily involved with the Michigan 
Work Zone Safety Task Force, an effort between the highway 
construction industry, MITA, and the Michigan Department 
of Transportation focused on making work zones safe across 
Michigan. Our organizations have worked hard on making 
our work zones safer over the past couple years, and we’re 
excited to see this legislation move out of committee and 
before the House for full consideration.

“Let’s put the lives and safety of our construction workers 
first and make sure they are protected while on the job site. 
We look forward to the House acting very soon to pass 
House Bill 5750 to ensure our construction workers have a 
safe day in the office fixing Michigan’s roads.” cs

MITA APPLAUDS HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 
ACTION TO IMPROVE WORK ZONE SAFETY
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ON OUR GPS

MITA has joined a coalition of local government, business and 
road agencies that rely on gas tax revenues and the coalition has 
commissioned a study to assess the fiscal impact of the electric 
vehicle transition and the effect on road funding in Michigan. 

The state and federal gas taxes equate to well over half of 
the revenues for our transportation network in Michigan.  As 
fuel efficiency has increased and electric vehicles become more 
prevalent, revenues to maintain our road and bridge network 
have suffered.  

States will have to find alternative ways to collect user fees from 
those using the roads and MITA will be front and center in that 
conversation in Michigan. cs

MITA COMMISSIONS ELECTRIC 
VEHICLE STUDY

constituents in the 37th Senate 
district.

Q What are your thoughts or 
comments on your relationship 
with MITA and the heavy 
construction industry?

A MITA has done a great job at coming 
to the table and offering solutions 
to problems in the transportation 
sector. MITA members should 
know that they have effective and 
responsive representation with 
Lance Binoniemi, Vice President 
of Government Affairs. Continue 
to contact my office and let me 
know how I may support the 
transportation industry.

Q How can our MITA members 
better advocate for their industry 
and encourage the legislature to 
act on increased investment for 
our infrastructure?

A MITA members should continue 
to be engaged. Legislators won’t 
know about your needs unless 
you tell us. And, even if you tell 
us, bring us a budget request 
or a policy solution. We want to 
partner with industry groups and 

stakeholders to craft sustainable 
solutions, but we need your 
help. MITA does an excellent job 
of making us aware of industry 
needs, so keep up the good work. 
I look forward to continuing to 
work with you.

Meet Senator Schmidt
Sen. Wayne Schmidt is a native 

of Traverse City. He graduated from 
Traverse City Central High School in 
1985, and attended the University 
of Chicago where he majored in 
economics and public policy. Schmidt 
is also a graduate of the Michigan 
Political Leadership Program at 
Michigan State University.

Before serving in the state 
Legislature, he was elected five times 
to the Grand Traverse County Board 
of Commissioners and served terms as 
both vice-chair and chair.

Prior to his election to the Senate, 
Schmidt served from 2008-2014 in the 
Michigan House of Representatives. 
In that time, he served as chairman 
of the House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee, and the 

House Commerce Committee.
In 2014, Schmidt was elected to 

represent the 37th Senate District, 
which includes the Lower Peninsula 
counties of Antrim, Charlevoix, 
Cheboygan, Emmet, and Grand 
Traverse, as well as Chippewa, 
Mackinac and Luce counties in the 
Upper Peninsula.

Schmidt currently serves as chair 
of the K-12 and Michigan Department 
of Education Appropriations and 
Transportation subcommittees.

The senator is also very active in 
the district. He hosts monthly coffee 
hours at several locations throughout 
Northern Michigan and the Upper 
Peninsula, and has been involved with 
Grand Traverse Area Right to Life and 
Big Brother/Big Sisters of Northwestern 
Michigan.

As an avid sportsman, he is 
a member of the National Rifle 
Association, National Wild Turkey 
Federation, Ruffed Grouse Society 
and Trout Unlimited.

Schmidt currently lives in Traverse 
City with his wife, Kathleen, and their 
two boys, Ryan and Danny. cs
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UNDERGROUND SPOTLIGHT

www.missdig.org  1-800-482-7171

UTILITY LOCATING 
CONTACT LIST

It is no secret how MITA members feel about the new 
Pelican System that MISS DIG 811 implemented over the 
winter. Patience and training will pay dividends concerning 
the new system. During the dig season, the following list 
of contacts should prove helpful, and MITA suggests you 
take the following approach to your utility locating problems 
when they arise. Always have your ticket number handy!

• Call or request additional assistance on the ticket 
in question when you have no marks, the presence 
of an unmarked facility, or an incomplete positive 
response. Do not call in a new ticket because this 
will only exacerbate your problem. You should be 
contacted within 3 hours, so start the clock for a 
potential downtime claim. If you’re not contacted 

or feel the need to expedite your request, start the 
next step.

• Use the USIC contact list first if you are experiencing 
problems with your locates unless otherwise noted 
on the ticket. USIC purchased/merged with URG over 
the past few months and will be performing the vast 
majority of your locates.

• If you are getting nowhere with your attempts to 
contact USIC, move up the chain. Please use the 
contact information for Consumers Energy, AT&T, 
and DTE field personnel based on region. These 
individuals have the means to manage your problems. 
The list has been broken down into gas and electric, 
and some contacts handle both.

By Eric Urbain, Director of External Affairs, MISS DIG 811
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2114

MACOMB
0363

WARNER
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MORTON
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PONTIAC
0360
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PIERSON
1110

ADDISON
0561

ORANGE
2607

BERRIEN
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BALDWIN
2258
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0312

MERRITT
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CAMBRIA
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HOWARD
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HILLMAN
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CRYSTAL
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DICKSON
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0213
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2311

GILFORD
1357

MULLETT
3602

GILMORE
1605

SCIOTA
0651

ELKLAND
1461

MILFORD
0257

DICKSON
2213

OWOSSO
0752

HAGAR
5318

BINGHAM
0702

TURNER
2056

EVERETT
1312

CLAYTON
0755

BELKNAP
3455

NORVELL
5452

POLKTON
0814

PAW PAW
5314

AUGUSTA
5457

KOYLTON
1161

HOLLAND
0515

REDDING
1906

ISABELLA
1504

BINGHAM
1563

RUTLAND
0309

FILER
2117

OAKLAND
0461

NEWKIRK
1912

SUMPTER
5458

RAVENNA
0914

NOVESTA
1361

WAVERLY
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3301

DOVER
3102

BRILEY
3152

MILLEN
2657

AUSTIN
1463

HOLLAND
2105

KOEHLER
3502

SPENCER
1009

WINFIELD
1209

ROLLAND
1306

CHESTER
0305

NOTTAWA
5610

BLENDON
0614

JOYFIELD
2515

LINCOLN
5519

WAVERLY
3551

NORWICH
2406

LOVELLS
2801

CHESTER
0913

MOSCOW
5502

ALPENA
3058

PORTLAND
0605

WATERLOO
5152

SHERIDAN
5204

MATTESON
5608

W BRANCH
2252

BLACKMAN
5201

CALDWELL
2308

WISNER
1457

BIG CREEK
2652

TEKONSHA
5406

EGELSTON
1015

LOCKPORT
5611

BIG CREEK
2552

OCQUEOC
3553

REYNOLDS
1210

BIG CREEK
2651

MANCHESTER
5453

BLOOMFIELD
2408

SEBEWAING
1559

HARRISVILLE
2659

BURLINGTON
5407

RAPID RIVER
2807

BENNINGTON
0652

WESTPHALIA
0604

SPRINGPORT
5103

BROOKFIELD
1560

SPRINGFIELD
0458

PINCONNING
1754

SECORD
1951

WATERTOWN
0503

BEAR CREEK
3405

ENTERPRISE
2305

HAWES
2758

HANDY
0353

DOVER
5752

N STAR
1002

GRANT
3751

MILLEN
2656INLAND

2613

BERLIN
5560

FERRIS
1105

BRILEY
3052

WEARE
1617

OLIVER
2606

GRANT
3651

HURON
5459

FIFE LK
2509

HAWES
2757PLATTE

2714

HURON
1864

VIENNA
0956

VALLEY
0214

CLIMAX
5309

AUSTIN
1409

HOMER
5404

ALOHA
3601

ELMIRA
3104

GAINES
0655

ALMIRA
2713

OLIVER
1661

MOORE
1263

HAMLIN
0103

OTISCO
0808

SIDNEY
1007

ANTRIM
0553

ALBION
5304

VICTOR
0601

SYLVAN
5253

MACON
5555

NANKIN
5259

GUSTIN
2658

CONVIS
5106

SPARTA
0912

DALLAS
0704

BOWNE
0509

CURTIS
2556

WILBER
2358

CURTIS
2555

GAINES
0511

WILBER
2357

VIENNA
3151

MARTIN
0211

DEWITT
0502

EMPIRE
2814

BROWN
2215

GIRARD
5506

HINTON
1308

ONEIDA
0404

ORIENT
1707

CLAY
0266

WORTH
0966

N ALLIS
3552

HAMLIN
1918

HARING
2209

QUINCY
5605

MUNRO
3703

SHELBY
0362

PINORA
1811

JASPER
1302

SYLVAN
1807

BETHEL
5707

MARION
2007

VIENNA
3051

DALTON
1116

SUMMIT
5301

MARION
0254

SLAGLE
2212

PARK
0516

VASSAR
1158

GIBSON
1853

ALBERT
2952

EXETER
5558

FULTON
0903

ENSLEY
1111

SHELBY
1417

MINDEN
1464

WILCOX
1412

COLFAX
2513

COLFAX
1615

COLFAX
1509

LIVONIA
5159

COLFAX
1662

LAPEER
0760

ALPENA
3158

HAYNES
2759

MARION
1365

BATAVIA
5607

ATHENS
5408

MIKADO
2558

HATTON
1804

ALBERT
2951

BENGAL
0703

ALPENA
3258

HADLEY
0659

LEAVITT
1515

NELSON
1010

FENTON
0556

MIKADO
2557

BEAVER
1514

ARGYLE
1363

COLFAX
2310

COMINS
2754

WILSON
3206

WILMOT
3303

COMINS
2753

EASTON
0707

SAUBLE
1914

LOWELL
0609

HELENA
2908

WILSON
3056

WRIGHT
0813

HUDSON
5751

MARION
3308

NESTER
2102

FOREST
0958

FOSTER
2351

VOLINIA
5514

SENECA
5852

KIMBALL
0666

WILSON
3057

KEELER
5416

DAYTON
1160

ALMONT
0662

SHARON
5353

BEAVER
1553

NESTER
2101

FOSTER
2452

OCEOLA
0355

SEVILLE
1204

CUSTER
1264

DAYTON
1314

WRIGHT
5801

KALAMO
0206

TYRONE
0456

CARMEL
0205

DWIGHT
1863

EUREKA
0908

BLUE LK
2805

FOSTER
2451

ALCONA
2858

ALCONA
2857

HOLTON
1215

JUNIATA
1258

LIBERTY
2409

WALTON
0105

GENEVA
1502

MASON
2055

BACKUS
2202

TYRONE
1012

RONALD
0806

HIGGINS
2402

DENVER
1503

ARTHUR
1803

KASSON
2813

PORTER
5713

COVERT
5217

BARTON
1611

BLUE LK
1216

DUNDEE
5656

ODESSA
0507

CUSTER
1816

PULASKI
5403

FRASER
1654

FOREST
2307

REEDER
2207

ARCADA
1103

ALCONA
2859

PORTER
1301

ALGOMA
0911

CANNON
0810

GENEVA
5116

CLINTON
0263

EVELINE
3307

WINSOR
1660

DRYDEN
0661

LIBERTY
5401

HIGGINS
2302

HERSEY
1709

DENVER
1414

EMMETT
5207

LYNDON
5153

CONWAY
0453

JORDAN
3106

SURREY
1705

CANTON
5258

BEAR LK
2605

CENTER
3705

BENONA
1418

FOREST
3451

ARENAC
1955

WALKER
0712

BENTON
0304

BURTON
0757

CUSTER
2907

BEAR LK
2315

AKRON
1558

ARMADA
0563

DENTON
2203

BEAR LK
2705

BOSTON
0608

JEROME
1501

ROXAND
0405

BRANCH
1815

PORTER
5413

GOLDEN
1518

SIMS
1957

MARKEY
2303

FOREST
3351

CLAM LK
2109

MUSSEY
0763

ALMENA
5213

LASALLE
5758

VERNON
1604

BENTON
5418

BAGLEY
3003

ARBELA
1057

HOWELL
0354

COOPER
5111

SEBEWA
0506

BUTMAN
2001

CROTON
1211

ECORSE
5360

OTSEGO
0112

VERNON
0654

WATSON
0212

GANGES
0216

MOLTKE
3554

PUTNAM
0154

VERONA
1663

LONDON
5557

ALPENA
3159

LELAND
3012

ASSYRIA
0107

NORTON
0916

CAMDEN
5804

EMMETT
0764

MENTOR
2654

LINCOLN
1304

WELDON
2514

BARODA
5619

GRATIOT
5162

OSCODA
2457

ORANGE
0606

BROOKS
1212

HORTON
2152

MENTOR
3403

RESORT
3406

MARILLA
2313

WALKER
3401

SUMNER
1104

MENTOR
2653

VICTORY
1917

BENTON
3701

WARREN
0162

MERRILL
1513

OXFORD
0560

OSCODA
2458

LANSING
0402

MENTOR
2554

LINCOLN
1805

BANGOR
5216

CARP LK
3804

ST CLAIR
0566

LINCOLN
1763

RANSOM
5802

HOPE
1651

CLINTON
2854

NEWTON
5307

MENTOR
2553

DEXTER
5154

COLOMA
5317

HUDSON
3204

LINCOLN
1413

MANLIUS
0315

WARREN
1602

LONG LK
2712

HEBRON
3803

NEWARK
1003

GERRISH
2403

LINCOLN
1810

DUPLAIN
0801

INGHAM
0251

WEBBER
1813

OSCODA
2456

PAVILION
5310

MENDON
5510

CLINTON
2853

ARCADIA
0861

BURDELL
2010

NORMAN
2113

MIDLAND
1452

NORMAN
2114

MACOMB
0363

WARNER
3105

MORTON
1408

PONTIAC
0360

GOODAR
2454

ROSE LK
1909

PIERSON
1110

ADDISON
0561

ORANGE
2607

BERRIEN
5617

BALDWIN
2258

DAVISON
0758

N SHADE
0904

HOPKINS
0312

MERRITT
1356

MONROE
1512

HILLMAN
3153

GRATTAN
0809

PIONEER
2407

BANGOR
1455

AU GRES
1956

CRYSTAL
1616

CAMBRIA
5703

HOWARD
5716

NEWKIRK
2012

KRAKOW
3357

FRANKLIN
5553

OREGON
0859

LOVELLS
2802

HILLMAN
3154

MARTINY
1508

CRYSTAL
1005

READING
5704

FREESOIL
2016

WEESAW
5719

ZEELAND
0514

OGEMAW
2251

PALMYRA
5754

BENTLEY
1752

N PLAINS
0805

DICKSON
2214

WHITE LK
0358

ALLEGAN
0213

ANTIOCH
2311

GILFORD
1357

MULLETT
3602

GILMORE
1605

SCIOTA
0651

ELKLAND
1461

MILFORD
0257

DICKSON
2213

OWOSSO
0752

HAGAR
5318

BINGHAM
0702

TURNER
2056

EVERETT
1312

CLAYTON
0755

BELKNAP
3455

NORVELL
5452

POLKTON
0814

PAW PAW
5314

AUGUSTA
5457

KOYLTON
1161

HOLLAND
0515

REDDING
1906

ISABELLA
1504

BINGHAM
1563

RUTLAND
0309

FILER
2117

OAKLAND
0461

NEWKIRK
1912

SUMPTER
5458

RAVENNA
0914

NOVESTA
1361

WAVERLY
5214

ASHLAND
1113

GLADWIN
1901

CORWITH
3202

PORTAGE
5311

CORWITH
3203

SULLIVAN
0915

CARLTON
0408

ORLEANS
0807

SAGINAW
1253

LAMOTTE
1262

BEDFORD
5857

MERIDIAN
0401

MADISON
5753

MONITOR
1454

CORWITH
3201

WAYLAND
0311

DECATUR
5414

LOVELLS
2701

BUCKEYE
1801

SHERMAN
2009

LAKETON
1017

CASCADE
0610

BERLIN
5660

FREMONT
1152

STERLING
0262

LEBANON
0804

NOTTAWA
1505

NORWICH
2405

CUMMING
2353

KEARNEY
3007

MECOSTA
1410

BEDFORD
5108

OAKFIELD
0909

SUNFIELD
0406

WINDSOR
0303

WILLIAMS
1453

ECKFORD
5305

SANBORN
2958

SPEAKER
0964

GRASS LK
5252

FAIRFIELD
5853

MAYFIELD
2511

FREEMAN
1806

AU SABLE
2401

FREMONT
1159

FILLMORE
0415

MITCHELL
2755

MITCHELL
2655

HANOVER
2411

RICHLAND
1252

AURELIUS
0202

OSCEOLA
1808

WEBSTER
5155

PEACOCK
1913

SHERMAN
5710

NORWICH
1511

FREMONT
1305

MITCHELL
2756

TOBACCO
1701

CHESTER
2902

GARFIELD
2711

MAYFIELD
0860

WHEELER
1201

HIGHLAND
2008

HANOVER
5402

SHERMAN
1916

ALAIEDON
0301

GRASS LK
5352

GARFIELD
2506

TUSCOLA
1157

ROMULUS
5359

MITCHELL
2855

BRANDON
0559

BLOOMER
0905

RICHMOND
0564

REDFORD
5160

GARFIELD
1213

SHERMAN
2156

HAMILTON
1903

ELBRIDGE
1516

FREEDOM
5354

GARFIELD
1706

OVERISEL
0414

EMERSON
1102

GREEN LK
2612

FRANKLIN
2003

LEONIDAS
5509

GARFIELD
2505

WEXFORD
2412

BRONSON
5708

WYOMING
0612

GARFIELD
1653

OSHTEMO
5212

HAZELTON
0854

SHERMAN
1506

KOEHLER
3501

SHERMAN
1565

RICHLAND
2108

KLACKING
2352

UNADILLA
0153

CHESTER
3002

YPSILANTI
5357

FREMONT
0965

SHERMAN
2002

RICHLAND
1205

BELLEVUE
0106

SANILAC
1166

PARADISE
2510

RICHLAND
5110

EDWARDS
2151

GRAYLING
2604

BENZONIA
2615

BRIGHTON
0256

RUBICON
1765

FREDERIC
2804

FREDERIC
2704

DENMARK
1257

HAMBURG
0155

OSSINEKE
2955

STANDISH
1854

LEIGHTON
0411

HAMILTON
5415

FLUSHING
0855

CONCORD
5303

HIGHLAND
0357

ANTWERP
5313

BURNSIDE
0962

POKAGON
5616

RIVERTON
1717

SHERIDAN
1562

BURLEIGH
2155

MOFFATT
2053

RICHLAND
2154

FREDONIA
5306

S BRANCH
2112

GARFIELD
2507

MCKINLEY
1760

WHITNEY
2057

TOMPKINS
5102

OSSINEKE
2956

OSSINEKE
2957

MARENGO
5205

HASTINGS
0308

SHERIDAN
1214

GRAYLING
2703

CHESHIRE
0114

N BRANCH
0961

KRAKOW
3457

RICHFIELD
2301

HARTLAND
0356

SHERIDAN
1915

CASNOVIA
1013

NEWFIELD
1415

SHERIDAN
1507

S BRANCH
2502

BURR OAK
5709

S BRANCH
2501

CLAYTON
2054

GRAYLING
2702

KINGSTON
1261

MCKINLEY
3704

RICHFIELD
0858

KALKASKA
2708

GRAYLING
2603

HAMILTON
1001

NEWBERG
5613

SPRING LK
0816

GRAYLING
2602

RICHFIELD
2201

CHIPPEWA
1403

MANISTEE
2216

COLUMBIA
1458

ROBINSON
0715

WHITEOAK
0252

PULAWSKI
3456

COHOCTAH
0454

COLUMBIA
5451

BISMARCK
3354

ORONOKO
5618

COLUMBIA
5115

SUPERIOR
5257

BUSHNELL
0906

MARLETTE
1062

GUN PLAIN
0111

MARLETTE
1162

ELMWOOD
1460

CAMPBELL
0508

HILLSDALE
5603

KALKASKA
2707

RIDGEWAY
5655

BOURRET
2052

DEERFIELD
0455

MARSHALL
5206

RIVERSIDE
2107

ALGANSEE
5705

HARTWICK
1908

CHIPPEWA
1608

FRUITLAND
1117

BISMARCK
3454

S BRANCH
2601

FLORENCE
5711

LEELANAU
3111

ROGERS
3555

PLYMOUTH
5158

COLUMBUS
0565

W BRANCH
2306

EDENVILLE
1601

COLUMBIA
1459

TAYMOUTH
1055

BIG CREEK
2551

BELVIDERE
1207

CHARLTON
3101

TECUMSEH
5554

LEXINGTON
1066

DEERFIELD
0960

RICHMOND
1710

DOUGLASS
1107

PENNFIELD
5107

STRONACH
2115

DELAWARE
1465

KENOCKEE
0765

VAN BUREN
5358

CHAPIN
0951

LAGRANGE
5615

LAFAYETTE
1101

PLAINFIELD
0811

CROCKERY
0815

INGERSOLL
1352

WESTLAND
5260

CHANDLER
1761

MT MORRIS
0856

HENRIETTA
5151

BIRCH RUN
1056

PITTSFIELD
5356

DEERFIELD
1309

STRONACH
2116

NAPOLEON
5351

DEERFIELD
1405

THETFORD
0957

BLISSFIELD
5755

MONTCALM
1008

BUCHANAN
5718

ALLENDALE
0714

ROYAL OAK
0161

HARTFORD
5316

BLUMFIELD
1256

HOMER
1451

BALTIMORE
0208

SOMERSET
5501

MONTEREY
0313

EXCELSIOR
2706

SANILAC
1266

ELLINGTON
1360

MUSKEGON
1016

LAWRENCE
5315

PIPESTONE
5517

MOORLAND
1014

PLAINFIELD
2355

GREEN OAK
0156

CLARENCE
5104

NOBLE
5808

PITTSFORD
5701

COMSTOCK
5210

PLAINFIELD
2356

CHURCHILL
2253

ONONDAGA
0102

BOARDMAN
2608

CALEDONIA
2856

MONTAGUE
1217

MT FOREST
1753

CALEDONIA
0753

ARGENTINE
0555

WAKESHMA
5409

GOODLAND
0862

CHARLTON
3001

FAIRPLAINS
0907

PLAINFIELD
2455

ANN ARBOR
5256

BIG RAPIDS
1510

COMMERCE
0258

CLEVELAND
2913

CALEDONIA
0510

GOODWELL
1411

BLISS
3905

METAMORA
0660

CHARLTON
2901

SPAULDING
1154

BROCKWAY
0864

ARLINGTON
5215

MONTROSE
0955

INVERNESS
3702

OTSEGO LK
2903

MILLBROOK
1307

OSCODA
2459

CHESTONIA
3006

WOODLAND
0407

MARION
1051

MARATHON
0959

TALLMADGE
0713

BRIDGETON
1114

JEFFERSON
5702

BEARINGER
3652

JEFFERSON
5715

FAIRGROVE
1358

S HAVEN
5117

READMOND
3706

SHERWOOD
5508

GALIEN
5819

CHESANING
0953

BIG PRAIRIE
1311

RAISINVILLE
5658

RAISINVILLE
5657

HAMPTON
1456

BEAVERTON
1702

NEW HAVEN
0853

FAIR HAVEN
1659

CASTLETON
0307

NEW
HAVEN

1004

COURTLAND
0910

GREENLEAF
1462

ST CHARLES
1053

CENTRAL LK
3108

LIVINGSTON
3103

LITTLEFIELD
3504

MILLINGTON
1058

DEEP RIVER
1954

WHEATLAND
1364

GREENDALE
1402

ALPENA
3259

FRIENDSHIP
3606

KALAMAZOO
5211

CAMBRIDGE
5552

SANDSTONE
5202

COLDWATER
5606

GILEAD
5807

HAMLIN
1818

KAWKAWLIN
1554

MILTON
5816

JAMESTOWN
0513

WHEATLAND
1407

NORTHFIELD
5156

WHEATLAND
5601

GROVELAND
0558

PINE
GROVE

5113

BAINBRIDGE
5417

COLDWATER
1606

CLAM
UNION
2106

ECORSE
5361

ONTWA
5815

MARCELLUS
5513

HOMESTEAD
2614

WATERFORD
0359

MANCELONA
2906

CLARENDON
5405

JOHNSTOWN
0108

ELLSWORTH
1911

EVERGREEN
1006

HENDERSON
2111

VERGENNES
0709

ALABASTER
2157

EVANGELINE
3306

TUSCARORA
3503

SOUTHFIELD
0160

SHIAWASSEE
0653

SPRINGVALE
3404

EVERGREEN
1362

BLOOMFIELD
0260

CLAYBANKS
1318

BROOKFIELD
0104

GREENFIELD
5161

MONROE
5759

GREENBUSH
0802

BLOOMFIELD
1764

MANCELONA
2905

MASON
5814

WATERTOWN
1164

SPRINGDALE
2414

BUENA VISTA
1255

LINCOLN
1551

STANDISH
1855

CHIKAMING
5720

WELLINGTON
3155

BINGHAM
2911

BURLINGTON
1061

SAND BEACH
1665

PRAIRIEVILLE
0110

SPRINGVILLE
2312

LONG RAPIDS
3256

WHITEWATER
2709

BROOM-
FIELD
1406

WASHINGTON
0462

FARMINGTON
0159

WELLINGTON
3255

SPRINGWELL
5261

WINTERFIELD
2006

WHITEWATER
2809

WOODSTOCK
5551

BEARINGER
3752

SPRINGFIELD
2508

SWAN CREEK
1153

GREENWOOD
1315

BRIDGEPORT
1155

ONEKAMA
2316

PLEASANTON
2415

CENTERVILLE
2912

CHARLESTON
5209

WASHINGTON
1165

GREENWOOD
0865

THORNAPPLE
0410

ROSCOMMON
2103

GREENWOOD
2751

MAPLE RIVER
3604

BUTTERFIELD
2205

ROSCOMMON
2104

ROSCOMMON
2204

MAPLE RIDGE
3257

CLEARWATER
2808

MAPLE RIDGE
3157

GREENWOOD
2410

GREENWOOD
1905

LONG RAPIDS
3156

TROWBRIDGE
0113

WASHINGTON
0902

CARROLLTON
1254

GREENWOOD
2851

ELK RAPIDS
2909

WOODBRIDGE
5803

BILLINGS
1751

ARCADIA
2416

INDIANFIELDS
1259

CONSTANTINE
5712

SWEETWATER
1814

MAPLE GROVE
0954

ELMWOOD
2811

FLOWERFIELD
5512

WATERTOWN
1059

ORANGEVILLE
0210

PORTER
5813

SUMMER-
FIELD
5756

BLAINE
2516

FRENCHTOWN
5659

PENINSULA
2910

CEDAR CREEK
1115

COLDSPRINGS
2806

LTL 
TRAVERSE

3505

CEDAR
CREEK

2309

PORTSMOUTH
1355

CHESTERFIELD
0364

BEAUGRAND
3802

STURGIS
5810

GLEN ARBOR
2914

WAWATAM
3904

GORE
1865

BANKS
3209

LEELANAU
3211

CASEVILLE
1759

LAKE
5620

BEARINGER
3653

ROGERS
3654

BERTRAND
5818

BERTRAND
5817

MOTTVILLE
5812

CALIFORNIA
5805

THREE OAKS
5820

FAWN RIVER
5809

GRANT
2018

KINDERHOOK
5806

NEW BUFFALO
5821

MILTON
3010

BLISS
3906

LAKE
2716

BEAUGRAND
3801

 
5263

BUTLER
5505

BETHANY
1202

GENESEE
0857

MELROSE
3305

SHERMAN
1313

SHERIDAN
1703

CHANDLER
3304

PINE RIVER
1203

LITCHFIELD
5504

WHITEFORD
5856

GRAND
BLANC

0657

MILTON
3009

BUNKER HILL
0151

BRIDGE-
WATER

5454

FOREST
HOME
3008

FAIRFIELD
0851

SILVER CREEK
5516

MAPLE GROVE
0207

AU SABLE
2359

STOCKBRIDGE
0152

SUMMERFIELD
2005

SAUGATUCK
0316

GEORGETOWN
0613

MAPLE GROVE
2314

MAPLE VALLEY
1109

EATON RAPIDS
0203

BATTLE 
CREEK

5208

BROWNSTOWN
5460

WHEATFIELD
0351

MAPLE VALLEY
0963

BOYNE 
VALLEY

3205

W BLOOMFIELD
0259

MT HALEY
1351

SCHOOLCRAFT
5411

FRANKENLUST
1354

PRESQUE ISLE
3358

WOODHULL
0551

GRAND
RAPIDS

0711

VERMONTVILLE
0306

SPRING
ARBOR

5302

GREENBUSH
2559BEAVER

CREEK
2503

BEAVER
CREEK

2504

FRANKEN-
MUTH
1156

INDEPENDENCE
0459

PRAIRIE
RONDE
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Julie Stefanski Zones 1,3,6,8,9
248-228-0007 
JulieStefansktI@cmsenergy.com
Steve Jackson
(586) 918-6736
StevenJackson@cmsenergy.com
Zones 2,4,5,7 

DAMAGE PREVENTION FIELD TEAM LEADS

Region & Employee Responsible
Service Centersä

Legend

Ben Dudley
248-417-8857
Benjamin.Dudley@cmsenergy.com

Caleb Weisbarth
(248)459-6921
Caleb.Weisbarth@cmsenergy.com

Cathy Kelbey
(989) 280-5994
Cathy.Kelbey@cmsenergy.com
Kay Lancour
(517) 740-6248
Katherine.Lancour@cmsenergy.com

Lenore Lentz
(586) 438-1772
Lenore.Lentz@cmsenergy.com

Lia Mastracci
248-752-2918
Lia.Mastracci@cmsenergy.com

Mike Todd
(989) 293-7057
Michael.Toddjr@cmsenergy.com

Zone 7

Zone 6

Zone 4

Zone 5

Zone 9

Zone 8

Zone 2

Sam Oliveri
(517) 915-8819
Sam.Oliveri@cmsenergy.com

Zone 3

Carl Browning
(248) 909-1527
Carl.Browning@cmsenergy.com

Zone 1

Statewide Gas Transmission Support
Joe Wolf
248-459-5112
Joseph.wolf@cmsenergy.com

T&S
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PLEDGEPLEDGE UPDATEPLEDGE UPDATE

• Call MITA if you are still having 
trouble. MITA will push your 
issues to the next level with the 
system and involve individuals 
at the next level and/or even the 
MPSC, which is charged with the 
enforcement of the MISS DIG 
Act.

MITA Contacts
Greg Brooks: 517-507-2531, MITA’s 

Director of Safety & Compliance
Rob Coppersmith: 517-896-1495, 

MITA’s Executive Vice President

DTE Contacts
Kevin Price: 313-600-1884
Gas Damage Prevention
Sarah McKenzie: 313-378-0346
Grand Rapids & Northern Michigan 

Supervisor
Mark Kovalciki: 586-994-1204
Electric Damage Prevention

AT&T Contact
Bryant Thomas: 231-409-7939
Statewide Damage Prevention

Staff Position Email Cell

Garry Seeburger District Manager garryseeburger@usicllc.com (616) 262-6940
Tony Bauman State Operations Manager anthonybauman@usicllc.com (616) 648-5309
Katie Keech Operations Coordinator  katiekeech@usicllc.com (734) 812-7843
Mike LaGorio Claims Coordinator mikelagorio@usicllc.com (586) 612-5036
Nicholas Kruisenga Training & Development Leader nicholaskruisenga@usicllc.com (616) 885-7880
Esperanza Santos Administrative Assistant esperanzaneleviasantos@usicllc.com (248) 762-2301

Supervisor Team Email Cell

John Holle WM4 Team johnholle@usicllc.com (616) 490-5468
Steven Parent WM5 Team stevenparent@usicllc.com (616) 558-8147
Patrick McKerroll WM6 Team patrickmckerroll@usicllc.com (616) 490-8021
Robert Sommer WM7 Team robertsommer@usicllc.com (616) 490-8021
James Nowak WM8 Team jamesnowak@usicllc.com (248) 817-9415
David Renney WM9 Team davidrenney@usicllc.com (616) 885-4345
Nick Cross WM10 Team nicholascross@usicllc.com (616) 238-9225
Steve Rucker WM11 Team stevenrucker@usicllc.com (616) 690-5477

Staff Position Email Cell

Tony Risher District Manager tonyrisher@usicllc.com (810) 360-9582
Tony Bauman State Operations Manager anthonybauman@usicllc.com (616) 648-5309
Joel Geary Training & Development Leader joelgeary@usicllc.com (734) 620-1252
Katie Keech Operations Coordinator  katiekeech@usicllc.com (734) 812-7843
Mike LaGorio Claims Coordinator mikelagorio@usicllc.com (586) 612-5036
Esperanza Santos Administrative Assistant esperanzaneleviasantos@usicllc.com (248) 762-2301

Supervisor Team Email Cell

Robert Stone EM1 Team robertstone@usicllc.com (586) 612-5015
Erin Ferguson EM2 Team erinferguson@usicllc.com (248) 496-0563
John Fratto EM3 Team johnfratto@usicllc.com (248) 251-6185
Ryan Young EM4 Team ryanyoung@usicllc.com (248) 275-9755
Brian Hayes EM5 Team brianhayes@usicllc.com (412) 667-1820
Patrick Ayling EM6 Team patrickayling@usicllc.com (517) 425-9289
Andrew Jernigan EM7 Team AndrewJernigan@usicllc.com (248) 275-9321
John Kastanis EM9 Team johnathankastanis@usicllc.com (248) 786-9325

Staff Position Email Cell

Tony Bauman State Operations Manager anthonybauman@usicllc.com (616) 648-5309
Katie Keech Operations Coordinator  katiekeech@usicllc.com (734) 812-7843
Mike LaGorio Claims Coordinator mikelagorio@usicllc.com (586) 612-5036
Esperanza Santos Administrative Assistant esperanzaneleviasantos@usicllc.com (248) 762-2301

Supervisor Team Email Cell

Darrin Meyer NM1 Team darrinmeyer@usicllc.com (616) 647-7985
Darrin Meyer (interim) NM2 Team darrinmeyer@usicllc.com (616) 647-7985
Shannon Taylor NM3 Team shannontaylor@usicllc.com (989) 313-0132
Jacob Jones NM 4 Team jacobjones2@usicllc.com (248) 296-1563

Western Michigan District (WMI)

Northern Michigan District (NMI)

Michigan Districts - Contact List
Dispatch: 800-778-9140

Eastern Michigan District (EMI)

It is not too late to help protect 
Michigan’s Work Zones. Scan the QR 
Code below and sign the pledge today. 
Or visit www.protectmiworkzones.com. 
Pass the code or the website along to 
family, friends and coworkers. If we 
all join together in this effort, we can 
achieve zero deaths on our roads and 
in our work zones. Thank you for your 
participation!

PLEDGE UPDATE
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MDOT NEWS

The MDOT and MITA Partnership 
Award was presented this year to 
Jason Gutting, P.E., (center) MDOT’s 
Administrator for the Construction 
Field Services Division. Jason 
received the award for his efforts and 
achievements forging an ongoing 
working relationship between MDOT 
and the industry. That  is Tony Kratofil, 
P.E., MDOT’s Chief Operations Officer 
on the left, and Rachelle VanDeventer, 
P.E., MITA’s Vice President of 
Engineering on the right. The award is 
normally given during the MITA Annual 
Conference in January, and Jason 
could not be there, so MITA caught 
up recently with him to present the 
award. Congratulations, Jason! cs

PARTNERSHIP AWARD

FUNDING PROJECTIONS

MDOT 
Highway Capital 
Improvement Program

Including 
Rebuilding Michigan 
and the Infrastructure 
Investment & Jobs Act

According to Laura Mester, Chief Administrative Officer of MDOT, excluding the Rebuild Michigan Plan bond dollars, 
MDOT forecasts FY 2022 – 2026 state revenues to grow by 1.7 percent per fiscal year. With the passing of the Infrastructure 
Investment & Jobs Act (IIJA) in FY 2022, federal revenues grew 25 percent from actual FY 2021 funding levels. However, 
much of the increase relates to federal General Fund contributions.

Going forward, estimated FY 2023 – 2026 federal revenues are expected to grow by 2 percent per fiscal year. Even 
with the additional funding expected at the national level through IIJA, MDOT funding levels are not enough to maintain 
or improve current pavement conditions. MDOT’s trunkline system condition is projected to decline rapidly over the 
next decade. cs
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NOVI, MI 48375
248-380-1407
info@sitechmichigan.com

N
ew

 Solutions from Trim
ble

Rental

GREYSTONE FINANCIAL GROUP   
THRIVE AT EVERY STAGE OF LIFE

Dynamic, progressive solutions for individuals, 
employer retirement plans, and institutions.

BLOOMFIELD HILLS • HOUSTON • SANTA MONICA
GREYSTONEFG.COM • 248.267.1270
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MEMBER NEWS

www.acecutting.com
Ace Cutting Equipment & Supply, 

Inc., hosted an open house in April 
at their new location in Novi at 25125 
Trans X Road.

UHY Advisors, (UHY), one of the 
nation’s leading accounting and 
professional services firms, announced 
recently that Robert F. Boesiger, CPA, 
JD, LL.M. has joined the team as 
Managing Director in its Detroit Office.

Boesiger has an extensive list of 
legal and financial accomplishments 
in the areas of estate planning and 
wealth transfers, corporate law, 
mergers and acquisitions, minority 

business enterprises, private capital 
transactions, and taxation.

Boesiger will lead UHY’s Estate 
Strategy and Trust practice.  He will 
help UHY clients to create effective 
estate tax and asset protection 
strategies that can include a variety of 
tools, such as trusts, advanced estate 
planning strategies, insurance policies, 
and other methods.

He received his Bachelor of Arts 
in Accounting from Michigan State 
University, his Juris Doctorate from 
the University of Detroit School of 
Law, and his Masters of Laws, LL.M.-
Taxation, from Wayne State University 
Law School. 

About UHY LLP and UHY Advisors
UHY Advisors, Inc. provides tax and 

business consulting services through 
wholly owned subsidiary entities that 

operate under the name of “UHY 
Advisors.” UHY Advisors, Inc. and its 
subsidiary entities are not licensed 
CPA firms. UHY LLP is a licensed 
independent CPA firm that performs 
attest services in an alternative practice 
structure with UHY Advisors, Inc. and 
its subsidiary entities.

UHY Advisors, Inc. and UHY LLP are 
US members of UHYI, a UK company, 
and form part of the international 
UHYI network of legally independent 
accounting and consulting firms. 
“UHY” is the brand name for the UHYI 
international network. Any services 
described herein are provided by UHY 
Advisors, Inc. and/or UHY LLP (as the 
case may be) and not by UHYI or any 
other member firm of UHYI. Neither 
UHYI nor any member of UHYI has any 
liability for services provided by other 
members. cs

UHY HIRES ROBERT BOESIGER AS MANAGING DIRECTOR

Robert Boesiger
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n 11 State-Certified Aggregate Technicians n 8 MDOT-Certified QC/
QA Labs n MDOT/ODOT Spec Products n 18 Locations in Michigan 
n Concrete/Asphalt Aggregates n Base/Fill Material n Decorative 
Roofing Stone n USGA Golf Course Sand n Septic Stone n Mortar 
Sand n Rip Rap

Committment and  
Quality Since 1918

For over 100 years, Levy has been providing services and  
solutions that are specially designed to meet the unique needs of each 
customer. Levy’s commitment to our team, state-of-the-art equipment 
and technology provides quality, superior products and services to the 
construction industry.

Controlled quality has made Levy a Pre-Qualified MDOT  
Supplier with:

For more information about our products 
and services, contact the:

Levy Sales Department at  
(313) 429-LEVY.

Or visit our website at  
www.edwclevy.com

McAlpine

McAlpine, PC - Attorneys & Counselors
3201 University Dr., Ste 200  |  Auburn Hills, MI  48326

(248) 373-3700  |  www.mcalpinepc.com  

Experienced, Aggressive, Determined.
We know construction.

Construction Law
and Litigation 

Mark McAlpine
Founding Principal and Managing Partner
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to discuss potential problems internally over the course of a 
project. Casual digital communication is commonplace, and 
often contains more information than a company would like 
to have exposed. A party communicating digitally should 
always assume he or she is afforded no privacy in the 
discussion, even when discussing purely personal matters 
(think Kwame Kilpatrick and his relationship with Christine 
Beatty, exposed through text messages).

Accordingly, best internal communication practices are 
key. Contractors must train employees to ask how their 
messages will be perceived by a third party before hitting 
the send button and to always draft text messages, emails, 
or other digital communications as if an opposing or third 
party will be reading and scrutinizing them.

Navigating the eDiscovery Process
After litigation has begun, and ESI has been exchanged, 

the parties engage in a thorough and extensive review 
of it. Construction disputes are often won or lost based 
on the quality of the review, and each party’s respective 

ability to identify crucial documents to use as evidence, 
such as the email in the example above. Because of the 
vast array of documents used on a construction project, 
the amount of documents to be collected, reviewed, and 
produced can be considerable. Not only does it include 
the parties’ communications, but it also includes all project 
documents created and used throughout the duration of 
the construction project.

Because of the enormous amount of documents involved 
and because of the enormous amount of work that must go 
into the eDiscovery phase of a litigation dispute, the cost can 
be extraordinary. Indeed, the unwary will suffer sticker shock. 
This must be taken into consideration when determining 
whether to escalate a claim to litigation or arbitration.

The extraordinary volume of electronic communications 
and documents generated by the construction industry has 
increased the cost of discovery in construction disputes. In 
the past, assembling discoverable documents consisted of 
collecting boxes of paper documents and sifting through 
them in an office. But creating an electronic document is 

Continued from page 27

CONSTRUCTION TAKES TEAMWORK AND TRUST 

Eric J. Flessland
P:   313.983.6901
C:  734.778.1964
flessland@butzel.com

Jim Urban
P:   517.372.4385
C:  517.930.4185
urban@butzel.com

Michael C. Decker
P:   517.372.4928
C:  248.379.6602
decker@butzel.com

Paul M. Mersino
P:   313.225.7015
C:  313.269.2651
mersino@butzel.com

butzel.com

No matter the project, trust the attorneys of Butzel Long’s Construction Team 
to be with you every step of the way. With deep industry experience and 

legal know-how, second to none, getting results is what we do. 
Butzel Long. Trust Always.
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Possible is everything

Learn More:  ltu.edu/powerup

Southfield, Michigan

Master’s degrees, graduate certificates, 
and degree completion 

UPUPUPUPPOWERyour career

architecture and design | arts and Sciences
Business and information technology | engineering

much easier than creating a paper one, and this ease of 
creation has caused the number of documents generated 
in the course of a construction project to explode. Today, 
eDiscovery involves the collection and review of hundreds 
of thousands of documents kept on digital storage drives 
and servers, and can contain gigabytes to terabytes of 
information. A single email may be sent to numerous 
recipients in multiple organizations and may ultimately create 
several threads with several responses – each with several 
attachments. And because most construction projects 
span the course of many years, the accumulated volume of 
documents can be enormous.

The eDiscovery process has many stages in litigation. For 
starters, a party making a production must collect its relevant 
documents using sophisticated search methods and must 
carefully review them for any applicable privileges. It then 
must store those documents, ensure they’re in the proper 
format, and exchange them with adversarial parties. Some 
parties may engage in pre-collection negotiation to define 
how relevant documents will be collected and produced, in 

Continued on page 42

an effort to save on costs and to avoid enormous productions. 
By way of example, a company’s email server may contain 
1,000 gigabytes of emails, but only 10 gigabytes of those 
1,000 are emails relevant to the dispute; figuring out the 
best manner to identify those 10 gigabytes is critical to 
avoiding substantial unnecessary review costs. The same 
is true when an opposing party’s document production is 
received. The production is likely to contain a similar data 
size, and although it may contain duplicate documents, it 
still needs to be thoroughly reviewed so critical emails (like 
the one in the example) are unearthed.

Best Strategies in eDiscovery
Being prepared for the eDiscovery process is critical 

to avoiding costly mistakes. It is also key to prevailing in a 
construction dispute. A well-rounded eDiscovery strategy 
should involve a plan to:

• Properly manage and organize the vast amount of 
electronic communications and documents collected 
and received (often in the hundreds of thousands, or 
more);

• Maximize efficiency of review and therefore limit costs 
throughout the eDiscovery process;

• Recognize the various types of construction 
documents, interpret the documents, and understand 
their significance to the construction dispute;

• Ensure privileged information remains withheld from 
productions to opposing parties;

• Ensure proprietary business information is protected;
• Store the electronic communications and documents 

collected in a manner that allows for them to be easily 
accessed, reviewed, and preserved;

• Effectively hone in on the best documents to support 
your case;

• Ensure all documents are reviewed to identify 
potential issues with your claims or defenses;

• Hold accountable any opposing parties that attempt 
to limit their document collection to avoid the 
production of key evidence against them; and

• Ensure best business practices are in place with 
respect to the use of digital communications and 
best record retention practices.

When multiple parties are involved in a construction 
dispute, and the issues are complex—which is often the case 
in construction litigation—the need for a plan to confront 
the challenges of eDiscovery in construction litigation is 
intensified. During litigation, digital communications and 
documents can come from many 
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sources (subpoenas, productions, FOIA requests, etc.), and 
from many parties (owners, engineers, architects, contractors, 
subcontractors, suppliers, etc.), and the volume of ESI in a 
construction dispute can be overwhelming. Effectively and 
efficiently dealing with the arduous demands of eDiscovery 
can provide an invaluable tactical advantage.

Conclusion
eDiscovery is an ever-changing landscape of technological 

development and legal regulation, and has become a critical 
aspect of construction litigation. In today’s constantly 
evolving digital world, and with the modern practice 
of creating, maintaining, and using digital documents, 
navigating the eDiscovery process is vital to experiencing 
success in a construction dispute. It is critical to know your 
legal obligations and to follow best practices in order to 
minimize risks and reduce costs, without sacrificing the 
benefits of thorough collection and review of ESI.
Evan M. Lumley can be reached at elumley@
kotzsangster.com, or 313-259-8657. cs
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6250 SIMS STERLING HEIGHTS MI 48313

GROUTING TECHNOLOGIES
FOUNDATION GROUTING

COMPACTION GROUTING

CHEMICAL GROUTING

MICRO FINE CEMENT

CONCRETE REPAIR
REPLACED AGGREGATE

EPOXY INJECTION

FABRIC FORM GROUT BAGS

GUNITE

PILES
MINI PILES

SOIL NAILING

EARTH & ROCK ANCHORS



WWW.THINKMITA.ORG 43

BRIDGE & SUPPLY COMPANY

CORRUGATED STEEL PIPE

DETENTION SYSTEMS

GEOTEXTILE FABRICS

400 Stoney Creek Drive
Sandusky, MI 48471

810-648-3000
Fax: 810-648-3549

www.jensenbridge.com

SANDUSKY

Or visit www.protectmiworkzones.com. 
Pass the code or the website along to 

family, friends and coworkers.

Scan the QR Code below  
and sign the pledge today

TAKE THE PLEDGE!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

E V E N T  C A L E N D A R
2 0 2 2

J A N U A R Y

19-20 - Annual Conference
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort

J U N E

8 - Western Golf Outing
Boulder Creek Golf Club, Grand Rapids

J U L Y

13 - Metro Golf Outing
Twin Lakes Golf Club, Oakland Twp.

28-31 - Summer Conference
Crystal Mountain, Thompsonville

A U G U S T

24 - Central Golf Outing
Eagle Eye Golf Course, East Lansing

S E P T E M B E R

D E C E M B E R

9 - Central Holiday Party, Location TBD

14 - Western Holiday Party, Location TBD

15 - Metro Holiday Party, Location TBD

28 - Wild Game Dinner
Palazzo Grande, Shelby Twp.

B I D  L E T T I N G S

January 7, 2022

February 4, 2022

March 4, 2022

April 1, 2022

May 6, 2022

June 3, 2022

July 1, 2022

August 5, 2022

September 2, 2022

October 7, 2022

November 4, 2022

December 2, 2022

For the most up-to-date
event information visit

www.thinkmita.org/events.
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MITA EVENTS

&
SCHOLARSHIP
FUNDRAISER 

2022
WILD GAME

DINNER

9.28.22
6PM - 10PM

PALAZZO GRANDE
54660 VAN DYKE RD.,

SHELBY TWP.

Treat your spouses, employees and friends to an evening of food and fun!

SAVE THE
DATE

MITA SUMMER 
CONFERENCE SET FOR 
JULY 28

What’s better than summer in northern Michigan? Not 
much except for sharing the experience with fellow MITA 
members. MITA is excited to be back at the beautiful Crystal 
Mountain Resort July 28-31, 2022, and we hope to see you 
there.

This year’s event includes golf, a family canoe trip and 
a membership meeting, just to name a few highlights. 
Complete registration details can be found on the MITA 
website (www.thinkmita.org) under the Events section.

Questions? Email MITA’s Events Coordinator Danielle 
Coppersmith at daniellecoppersmith@thinkmita.org. cs

MITA MEMBERS 
ATTEND THE 2022 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
HIRING EVENTS

March saw the re-start of the MITA Infrastructure Hiring 
Fairs as a live event. The hiring fairs were held in three 
locations; Mt Pleasant, Grand Rapids and Detroit. A total 
of 39 MITA member companies attended all three events 
and had the opportunity to speak with over 120 attendees. 
The amount of experience that the attendees ranged from 
3 – 30 years! MITA is happy that the event brought out 
mostly people already well versed in the infrastructure 
construction industry.

Plans are already being made for the 2023 Infrastructure 
Hiring Event and sign-up links will be provided to MITA 
members at the 2023 Annual Convention at the Soaring 
Eagle Resort. cs
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Scott 517.206.5423 (cell)
Tim 734.552.2667 (cell)
Fax 517.529.4504

Dick, Scott or Tim
517.529.9406

in business since 1976

2535 Bader Road • Horton, Michigan 49246

MDOT, INDOT, ODOT Prequalified, Union

Your Trusted 
Name in 

Trenchless 
Excavation 

Boring and Jacking  
24"OD to 84"OD

Pipe Jacking 36"ID to 144"ID

Tunneling  
36”ID to 144”ID

Microtunneling
Guided Tube Boring
Horizontal Directional  
Drilling

MITA EVENTS

GOVERNOR WHITMER 
ATTENDS APRIL MITA 
BOARD MEETING

Governor Gretchen Whitmer spoke about fixing “the 
damn roads” and her re-election campaign during the MITA 
Board Meeting April 13.

In addition, the newly appointed Chief Infrastructure 
Officer, Zachary Kolodin, introduced himself and took 
questions from the board. He will direct the new Michigan 
Infrastructure Office, which was established this year to 
ensure resources sent to Michigan under the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Plan, are used effectively to repair, replace 
and build infrastructure. Before joining the executive office, 
he was an associate at Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP 
and served as a law clerk for U.S. District Judge Edward R. 
Korman. He is a graduate of Wesleyan University and New 
York University School of Law. cs
(Photos by Danielle Coppersmith.)

MITA’s Executive Vice President Rob Coppersmith (left) 
introduced Zachary Kolodin from Governor Whitmer’s staff. The 
MITA Executive Board is seated at the front table, and the rest 
of the board are in the audience or on the screen via ZOOM.

MITA Board Member Kyle Brenner from Brenner Excavating, 
Inc., participated in the question-and-answer session during the 
governor’s visit to MITA in April.

BEARING THE LOAD OF 
INDUSTRIAL FACILTIES

Manufacturing presses, high-bay 
cranes, and heavy equipment 
require specialized foundations 
that can carry the load. G2’s 
deep foundation and below 
grade design services provide 
solutions tailored to the specific 
need of the end user and 
capability of the constructor.

Troy, MI  |  248.680.0400
Ann Arbor, MI  |  734.390.9330
Chicagoland, IL   |  847.353.8740

info.g2consultinggroup.com/mita

GEOTECHNICAL 
ENGINEERING

CONSTRUCTION 
ENGINEERING

ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSULTING
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The view from the balcony of the state Capitol building in Lansing.

MITA EVENTS

MITA 2022 
FUTURE LEADERS

MITA’s 2022 Future Leaders Class learned the legislative ropes May 11 in Lansing. Thanks to State Representative Jack 
O’Malley, State Representative Samantha Steckloff and Senator Wayne Schmidt for participating in a panel discussion, 
hosted by William Zaagman of Governmental Consultant Services Inc. - GCSI. Guided by MITA’s EVP Robert Coppersmith 
and VP of Legislative Affairs Lance Binoniemi, the class learned how a bill becomes law, major public acts that affect the 
heavy construction industry and much more. cs

MITA’s VP of Government Affairs Lance Binoniemi (at podium) 
moderated a legislative panel discussion at the offices of 
Government Consultant Services, Inc., in Lansing on May 11. 
From left to right on the panel: State Representative Samantha 
Steckloff, Senator Wayne Schmidt and State Representative 
Jack O’Malley.

From left to right back row: Joe Rogers, Hardman Construction, Inc.; Jeff McConnell, Mid-Michigan Materials; Kelly Weber, Action 
Traffic Maintenance, Inc.; Joe Stutesman, M & M Excavating Company; Tyler Broad, Elmer’s Crane & Dozer, Inc.; Jason McCauslin, 
MPM/Stoneco of Michigan; Mike Catanzaro, MacAllister Rentals; and Ellen Bentley, Brenner Excavating.

From left to right front row: Rob Coppersmith, MITA; Cassandra Champagne, G2 Consulting Group, LLC; Brienna Lawrence, Tri-City 
Groundbreakers, Inc.; Samantha McLeod, Kaltz Coulombe PLLC; Al Rhodes, Rieth-Riley Construction Co., Inc; Colton Oedy, Hutch 
Paving, Inc.; Jeff Lippert, Scodeller Construction, Inc.; Dylan Ammarman, Stoneco of Michigan; and Lance Binoniemi, MITA.
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BUILT FOR SAFETY!

Michigan’s Most Diverse trench 
shoring & shielDing rental Fleet!

contact Pro-tec equiPMent toDay!

800-292-1225
www.Pro-tecequiPMent.coM

sliDe rail shoring aluMinuM trench shielDs steel trench shielDs

street Plates Pro-Brace hyDraulic FraMe

west Michigan

 
5460 36th st. se
granD raPiDs, Mi 49512
877-292-1225

central Michigan

4837 west granD river ave.
lansing, Mi 48906
800-292-1225

east Michigan 

33100 BeechwooD st

westlanD, Mi 48185
888-292-1225

three stocKing locations to Best serve you!

Pro-griDs & stone savers
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MITA EVENTS

MITA MEMBER C.A. HULL, INC. 
HOSTS NWZAW PRESS CONFERENCE

MDOT Director Paul C. Ajegba, P.E.

Governor Gretchen Whitmer.

MITA’s EVP Robert Coppersmith 
kicked off the National Work Zone 
Awareness Week (NWZAW) Press 
Conference, which was hosted 
by MITA Member C.A. Hull, Inc., 
on April 11. Mike Aaron from the 
Michigan Laborers’ spoke during 
the conference, along with Governor 
Gretchen Whitmer, MDOT Director 
Paul C. Ajegba, P.E., and others.

Mike Aaron, business manager for the Michigan Laborers’ Local 1191. 
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WORK ZONE INTRUSIONS
It's a problem for us.

It's a problem for MIOSHA.

Made possible by a grant from MIOSHA.

Skid marks are for
underwear, not work

zones.

Safety devices hard
at work. 

Late for soccer?

#NoExcuses #RespectWorkZones
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keep them in good working condition.
Keeping the construction industry guessing on funding 

each year doesn’t allow for them to make the necessary 
investments in equipment and forces them to continue scaling 
their workforces up and down with the unpredictability in 
infrastructure funding. This is expensive and only adds to 
the rising cost of fixing our failing infrastructure.

Funding infrastructure should be a non-partisan issue that 
all sides can agree on. At the end of the day, fixing our roads 
is a quality-of-life issue. Do we want to continue driving on 
awful roads that cost Michigan families thousands of dollars 
each year or do we want to invest in our roads and provide 
relief for Michigan families?

We know that infrastructure funding will only decrease 
over the next decade if we stay on the same path we’re on. 
We have the opportunity now to address this crisis head on.

We need Michigan’s leaders to put aside their differences 
and come together to develop a long-term, sustainable 
funding plan that will put Michigan drivers first and get our 
roads back on the right track. cs

a constant push to work better within this industry and 
some have voiced the desire to get back to normal and 
to some stability. The unfortunate truth is that technology 
is constantly evolving to try to fill voids and provide 
efficiencies, so there is likely not going to be a normal as 
the processes in this industry continue to progress.

MDOT’s goals for this first project are to deliver a model 
centric bid package at a sufficient level of development 
to satisfy all project requirements, and to ensure that all 
project stakeholders adequately understand and can obtain 
all applicable information from the model data effectively 
and efficiently. This project will be closely monitored, and 
lessons learned will be strategically tracked and evaluated 
to serve as a springboard into MDOT’s next BIM Pilot, which 
will likely include more disciplines. Over the long term, as 
workflows take shape and software capabilities progress 
based on experiences from pilots like this one, MDOT 
has voiced their desire for all aspects of project planning, 
development, construction, and asset management to be 
supported by a true BIM environment.

Ideally, a BIM environment allows an owner to deliver 
more information, including improved design intent, than 
the 2D PDF process permits. The information is delivered 
in a format that allows for it to be more readily consumed 
in construction, which should open doors to innovation 
and efficiencies that ultimately benefit the entire industry 
if BIM is truly embraced. cs

sheet-metal, carpenters and millwrights, electricians and 
ironworkers.

MITA is proud to be on the Advisory Board that helps to 
organize, schedule, budget, as well as be one of the many 
sponsors for this program. You can imagine the coordination 
that it takes to ensure that enough activities, as well as 
equipment, materials and construction professionals are on 
hand to handle 3,000 students in a 2-day period. MICCD 
and all of the people that put this amazing program on were 
happy to have it live after a two-year hiatus due to COVID-19. 
Many member companies donated machinery, materials, as 
well as field personnel. It is very much appreciated, especially 
with all the jobs that are currently underway. If you and your 
company participated in MICCD, the advisory board thanks 
you for your effort.

We benefited by knowing at an early age how great 
this industry can be. Everything that we can do to instill 
what an amazing career and opportunity the infrastructure 
construction industry in all of Michigan’s young people is 
time and money well spent! cs
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Insur ance & Bond ing

Oakland Insurance
Commercial Insurance | Bonds | Personal Insurance

248-647-2500 | WWW.OAKLANDINSURANCE.COM | FAX 248-647-4689

8031 M-15, Ste. 100, Clarkston, Michigan 48348

Our Primary Client Goals:
Protect Your Assets
Control Your Costs

Provide Exceptional Service

Ideal Portal for Advertising

Non-MDOT Let Projects

R e a l  T i m e  P o s t i n g

A d  P o s t i n g  E - M a i l

N o t i f i c a t i o n

P e r m a l i n k  o f  P o s t i n g

U s e r  T y p e  T r a c k i n g

H o t  L i n k  F u n c t i o n a l i t y

A c c e s s  t o  N u m b e r  o f

V i e w s
SIGN UP TODAY TO ADVERTISE YOUR PROJECT OR

TO RECEIVE NOTICES OF POSTED PROJECTS.

WHY GAMBLE ON GETTING

COMPETITIVE BIDS?

Advertise your projects on 

WWW .MITAADS .COM
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MITA EVENTS

MITA members and EVP Rob Coppersmith escaped winter 
and enjoyed networking at Punta Cana in the Dominican 
Republic during March. Stay tuned for details regarding the 
2023 Conference, which is scheduled for February 18-25, 
2023 in Koloa, Hawaii. cs

MITA MANAGEMENT 
CONFERENCE 2022

Ann Pease, Alta Equipment Company, shows off the catch of the day.

Tom and Linda Wagenmaker of Anlaan Corporation enjoying the sun.

The bus to the boat – all smiles!

Brian Hoffman of Hoffman Bros., Inc., and his wife, Kellie.

The Lechners of Guy Hurley, LLC.

Doug Walls accepts his MITA 
Honorary Member Award at the 
Management Conference!
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In a world of risk, the ones who 
succeed build with determination. 
For over sixty years, businesses across 
Michigan and across the country have 
relied on VTC Insurance Group to help 
them grow with confidence.

Our one business is protecting yours: 
helping identify and manage your risk 
environment with coverage that’s 
specifically tailored to your needs. Put 
to work for you by insurance 
professionals who are uniquely  
proactive. And absolutely accountable.

The result: Confidence. For what’s next.

Business Insurance | Surety Bonds
Employee Benefits | Personal Insurance

Get your quote now.  
Call 248-828-3377. 
www.vtcins.com

Building success. 
With confidence. 

An independent member of UHY International

•  Dedicated team of knowledgeable professionals who   
 specialize in the construction industry

•  Ability to identify and address trends, accounting   
 requirements, and regulations as they change

•  National Construction Practice led out of our Michigan offices

•  Provides “The next level of service” – 
 a high-quality personal service and 
 exceptional product

John J. Gallo
National Construction Practice Leader
jgallo@uhy-us.com
248 204 9339

The next level 
of service

WE UNDERSTAND YOUR INDUSTRY 
LIKE WE UNDERSTAND OUR OWN

Contractors Insurance Bonds Pension Plans
Group Health & Life

Staff of 40 to provide “Service with Zervos”
Gus E. Zervos

Steve M. Zervos
Angelo G. Zervos
Michael G. Zervos

Don Burden Dave Lange Dominic Nicita
Joe Zubor Ryan Dudek

24724 Farmbrook Rd. P.O. Box 2067
Southfield, Michigan 48037-2067

4443 Lyons Rd., Suite D-212
Coconut Creek, Florida  33073

(248) 355-4411 • www.zervosgroup.com
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Construction projects 
have a long lifecycle. 
Find support at every stage.
We’ve been providing construction solutions for 40+ years, so we understand the pain 
points in your process. Our e-Construction software solutions facilitate communication 
between contractors and project owners to ensure essential information is captured 
through each critical phase of construction project administration.

Copyright © 2021, Info Tech, Inc., DBA Infotech. Information is subject to change without notice. 

Visit infotechinc.com to learn more about e-Construction solutions from 
Infotech - the developers of FieldManager® and Bid Express®.

what can 
we solve 
for you?
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Job Site Inspections
& Safety Training

MITA’s major focus on safety encompasses regular 
training, informational updates and regular job site 
inspections to ensure that member companies are 
compliant with keeping the workforce and motorists 
safe when work is being done.

MITA staff is now available for inspections 
upon requests and will comply with company 
and government-related COVID-19 policies and 
procedures on your jobsite.

For more information, to schedule a job site 
inspection, or to set up a job training session (on 
site or via Zoom), please contact:

Greg Brooks
Director of Safety & Compliance
Phone: 517-507-2531
gregbrooks@thinkmita.org

269.342.4733
Kalamazoo

●  Main Office  ●
Mason 517.244.1500

734.722.2488
Romulus
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MITA STAFF LIST

ROB M. COPPERSMITH 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
robcoppersmith@thinkmita.org
Rob oversees all operations, staff and services at MITA. In his role as 
Executive VP, he implements policy based on his interaction with the 
MITA Board of Directors and membership. He prudently manages the 
organization’s resources within approved annual budget guidelines. 
Rob also oversees all of the services that are offered to MITA 
members.

LANCE T. BINONIEMI 
VP OF GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS
lancebinoniemi@thinkmita.org
Lance coordinates the political and legislative efforts for the 
association. Contact him regarding contributing to MITA’s Political 
Action Committee, talking points to use when meeting with legislators, 
and questions regarding MITA’s political strategy with federal, state 
and local officials, regulatory agencies and key policymakers.

RACHELLE VANDEVENTER 
P.E., VP OF ENGINEERING
rachellevandeventer@thinkmita.org
A licensed professional engineer, Rachelle provides professional 
expertise in many areas. Contact her regarding resolving construction 
issues related to publicly and privately funded projects, working 
with utility companies to minimize construction impacts and delays, 
advocating with other industry organizations, and issues related to 
MDOT, FHWA, USDOL, MDEQ and county/local agencies.

GLENN J. BUKOSKI 
P.E., ENGINEERING CONSULTANT
glennbukoski@thinkmita.org
A licensed professional engineer, Glenn brings to MITA over 49 years 
of transportation-related experience in the areas of construction, 
design, specifications, materials testing and research. Contact him with 
questions related to engineering, project administration, prevailing 
wage, competitive bidding or prompt pay, and issues regarding DBE’s, 
MDOT, and bridge operations.

NANCY BROWN 
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS
nancybrown@thinkmita.org
Nancy brings to MITA over 30 years of experience in journalism, 
marketing and public relations. Contact her regarding articles/photos/
ads in MITA’s quarterly magazine, your free company listing/paid 
advertising in the annual membership directory, information/photos/
videos for MITA’s social media, and any issues related to media 
relations, marketing and public relations.

GREG BROOKS 
DIRECTOR OF SAFETY & COMPLIANCE
gregbrooks@thinkmita.org
Greg’s certifications include Red Cross First Aid/CPR Trainer, and 
OSHA approved instructor for OSHA 10 and OSHA 30 courses. 
Contact him regarding job site inspections, safety training, MIOSHA 
appeals, compliance issues and utility locating issues.

DANIELLE R. COPPERSMITH 
EVENTS COORDINATOR
daniellecoppersmith@thinkmita.org
Danielle’s main responsibility is to manage and organize each of 
MITA’s many social, leadership and educational events. Contact her 
regarding registration and questions about MITA events, MITA website 
technical issues, placing paid ads in the MITA weekly newsletter, and 
MIOSHA appeals submissions.

SARA J. SCHAIBLY 
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES COORDINATOR
saraschaibly@thinkmita.org
Sara handles new member processing. Contact her regarding Blue Book 
Rates and Stolen Equipment Notices, In Memoriams for the MITA 
Weekly Newsletter, the prospective MITA member application process, 
wage rate updates, labor meeting notices, and accounting issues.

MARY E. MOODY 
ACCOUNTING COORDINATOR
marymoody@thinkmita.org
Contact Mary regarding questions related to invoices from the 
association.

MITA CONTACT INFORMATION
MITA PHYSICAL ADDRESS: 2937 ATRIUM DR., SUITE 100, OKEMOS, MI 48864 

MITA MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 1640, OKEMOS, MI 48805-1640
MITA PHONE: (517) 347-8336

WEBSITE: www.thinkMITA.org • FACEBOOK: @thinkMITA • INSTAGRAM: @thinkMITA • TWITTER: @thinkMITA

FixMIState WEBSITE: www.fixmistate.org • FixMIState FACEBOOK: @FixMIState • FixMIState TWITTER: @FixMIState

Michigan Work Zone Safety Task Force WEBSITE: www.michigan.gov/workzonesafety
Michigan Work Zone Safety Task Force FACEBOOK: @MichiganWZSTF
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Local 355 - Battle Creek
Local 499 - Ann Arbor

Local 1075 - Flint
Local 1076 - Pontiac

Local 1098 - Saginaw
Local 1191 - Detroit

LLocal 1329 - Iron Mountain

CONSTRUCTION
ECONOMY

SUPPORTING
MITA for a
STRONG

www.mltai.org

The Michigan Laborers 
District Council and 
Affiliated Local Unions 
represent the 
construction craft 
laborers hard at work 
building Michigan’s 
infinfrastructure and 
investing in our future.




