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Michigan’s largest commercial 
vehicle inventory!

GAGE MASHUE
989-839-8980

• 2019 GM Business Elite #1 Sales Volume in Michigan

• Work Ready Loaners available for all MITA Members

• Huge selection of the All New Silverado Medium Duty

• 2018 GM Business Elite #1 Dealer Fleet Sales Volume – North Central Region

• Expertly Trained Account Representatives to assist with all your business vehicle needs

GARBERFLEET.COM

MITA
Member Discount

Exclusive Discount 
Program for all 
MITA Members.

MITA
Member Discount

Exclusive Discount 
Program for all 
MITA Members.
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MITA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FULL BOARD

EXECUTIVE BOARD

President/Treasurer
Jack Dykstra, II
President
Jack Dykstra Excavating, Inc.

Associate Mbr. Council
R. Edward Boucher
Partner
Kotz Sangster Wysocki P.C.

Associate Mbr. Council
Brian Schulz
Vice President, Product 
Support
Michigan CAT

Associate Mbr. Council
Frank Pytlowany
Sales Manager
AIS Construction Equipment

Specialties
Brad Stover
Executive Vice President
Toebe Construction LLC

Excavating
Kyle Brenner
COO
Brenner Excavating, Inc.

Structures
John DiPonio
Executive Vice President
Jay Dee Contractors, Inc.

Bituminous
Deven Rau
Vice President/General 
Manager
Cadillac Asphalt, LLC

Concrete

Mark Johnston
President
Ajax Paving Industries, Inc.

Underground
J.W. Kalin
President
Kalin Construction Co., Inc.

Utilities
Remi Coolsaet
Vice President
R.L. Coolsaet Construction Co.

Director At Large
Justin Peyerk
Chief Operations Officer 
Dan’s Excavating, Inc.

Director At Large
Dan Mergens
Vice President, Construction 
Materials Group
Edw. C. Levy Co.

Director At Large
Jamie Lemke
President
Give ‘Em A Brake Safety

Director At Large
John Schmidt
Vice President
Tri-City Ground Breakers

Director At Large
Todd Schrader
President
Hardman Construction, Inc.

Director At Large
Dan Ringnalda
Risk Manager
Kamminga & Roodvoets Inc.

Director At Large
Dave Turner
Vice President
C. A. Hull Co., Inc.

Director At Large
Dean Morales
President/CVO
Heritage & Company, Inc.

Director At Large
Aden Shea
President
P.K. Contracting, Inc.

Director At Large
Chad Loney
Vice President of Operations
Rieth-Riley Construction Co.

Director At Large
Paul Bentley
Senior Project Manager - 
Agent
Payne & Dolan, Inc.

Director At Large
Scott Velting
President
Velting Contractors, Inc.

Director At Large
Karl Schweitzer
General Manager
GM & Sons, Inc.

Past President
Troy Broad
President
Team Elmer’s

Past President
J.W. Fisher
President
Fisher Contracting Company

Executive VP/Secretary
Robert Coppersmith
Executive Vice President
MITA

At Large
Ryan O’Donnell
President/Treasurer
Anlaan Corporation

Vice President 
Pete Scodeller
President
Scodeller Construction
Fonson Company

President-Elect
Mike DeFinis
President
Angelo Iafrate  
Construction Co.
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Building success on  
firm financial ground  

D O E R E N . C O M

Building within your business is your skillset, developing a reliable financial blueprint 

is ours. Serving more than 1,000 contractors and real estate businesses nationwide, 

count on our dedicated industry pros to help you achieve your business 

goals through proactive tax, accounting and overall advisory solutions. 

From bid to build and everything in between, we serve clients from 

every facet of the construction and real estate industry. 

Let us help you find the way  2023

SALES / RENTALS / PARTS / SERVICE

www.wppecrane.com 734.947.9250
ILLINOIS  /  MICHIGAN  /  INDIANA  /  KENTUCKYCr
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Comment — EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

MITA is off to a very busy start to 
2024 as you are with your projects! 
The Future Leaders Program is up and 
running with 27 students from a variety 
of disciplines. We had to save about 10 
applications for next year’s program 
due to high demand. Training has 
been steady, and I’m proud that the 
vast majority of our members stuck to 
their training commitments even when 
many projects were kicking off early 
with the interesting weather pattern 
we experienced in the late winter and 
early spring.

Legislative Activity
With any luck, Camera Enforcement 

could be a reality by the time you read 
this or not. I went out on a limb during my 
WZSAW comments just as things were 
starting to heat up again concerning 
the legislation. Many discussions are 
ongoing, but the legislature seems to 
want to get this done. I certainly hope 
we can bring you a full update in our 
next issue. Last year, over 7,200 crashes 
occurred in Michigan work zones with 
an accompanying 20 deaths (2 from 
industry). This is unacceptable. The 23 
states that have Camera Enforcement 
are experiencing a 20 to 37 percent 

Rob Coppersmith

To contact Rob Coppersmith, email him  
at robcoppersmith@thinkmita.org or call  
the MITA office at 517-347-8336.

reduction in injuries and fatalities! MITA 
will continue to work hard to bring this 
effective safety tool to your workers.

Long-term Sustainable Funding 
solutions are still at the top of our 
legislative list. We’ve asked for 
your support via the “Contact your 
Legislator’s Effort” and the “Give Us 
Your Job Site” for legislative visits, and 
thus far, the membership is stepping 
up for our PAC! All are linked below if 
you’ve been neglectful in any of these 
efforts. MITA cannot do this alone; it 
will take a group effort to accomplish 
this important goal.

For the record, MITA will and or 
have: Presented at the Mackinaw 
Policy Conference with the MDOT 
Director in front of legislators about 
Michigan’s infrastructure needs and 
developed legislative district maps 
to educate on the condition of 
roads in each lawmaker’s district. Is 
providing educational opportunities 
to new legislators concerning how 
infrastructure is actually funded and 
why the state is facing a funding cliff. 
MITA meets regularly with the Michigan 
Infrastructure Office to discuss 
potential funding solutions. MITA has 
ongoing meetings with legislators as 
well as key staff in the Governor’s office 
all to move our agenda forward with 

YOU SHOULD KNOW
hopes for good outcomes this fall. 
MITA is also working with EPIC-MRA on 
public polling questions to determine 
what types of funding options are 
palatable to the public. In short, it is a 
whirlwind every day.

I cannot state enough how 
important it is for members to convey 
to lawmakers what will happen to 
their own organizations if we don’t 
solve the funding problem. Your 
employees will head to other states. 
Trade workers seldom move to other 
industries. Proper funding will allow 
for proper planning and projections 
so we can turn jobs into careers. The 
list goes on and on, and you all have 
your unique perspective when it comes 
to this issue. Please share it with your 
representatives. It’s a heavy lift but 
the legislature needs to feel that the 
tides have turned and those that don’t 
support infrastructure funding have the 
most to lose. The reverse has been in 
play far too long; it is time to rewrite 
the script!

In closing, the membership remains 
strong and, for the most part, united on 
the majority of the issues our industry 
faces. Please feel free to reach out to 
me with any questions, concerns, or 
ideas that you may have concerning 
the health of our industry. cs

HOST A 
LEGISLATIVE

JOB SITE VISIT
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OOuurr  IInnnnoovvaattiivvee  SSeerrvviicceess  SSoollvvee  CCoommpplleexx  IInnffrraassttrruuccttuurree  NNeeeeddss::  

Tunnel Rehabilitation 

Stormwater and Sanitation Tunnels 

Soft Ground, Hard Rock and Pressurized Tunneling 

57 Years of Service as Stewards of Clean Water 

||  www.jaydee.us  || 38777 Schoolcraft Road, Livonia, MI 48150 
 

+1 231-943-5690
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ASSOCIATE MEMBER PROFILE

Q: Tell us a little about your company: 

A: LMM, a trusted heavy equipment 
moving and industrial machinery 
relocation company, has been 
serving businesses of all sizes 
for over 30 years under the most 
challenging conditions.

Q: What’s the Secret to Your Success? 

A: Lee has been built person by 
person. Our success has been 
earned through accomplishment 
and trusted relationships. We 
understand that there are no 
second chances, and no room for 
error or oversight. Every detail, 
from the uniforms our talented 
team wears with pride, to the state-
of-the-art, pristine equipment 
we operate, it’s all part of our 
commitment to professionalism.

Lee Machinery 
Movers
675 Cesar E Chavez Ave. 
Pontiac, MI 48340

www.lmm.us

Isaac Whitney
Business Development
iwhitney@lmm.us

MAIN CONTACT

Q: What are your selling points? 
What do you have to offer?

A: We have the tools, team, and 
experience that gets the job 
done on time and on budget. We 
don’t just take orders, we look to 
add value and to work with our 
customers to find better, more 
efficient solutions that make a 
positive difference. We move you 
ahead by delivering what others 
can’t.

Q: What products are you most 
proud of or most important to 
you?

A: LMM offers a full range of machinery 
moving services tailored to meet 
your specific requirements. From 
heavy rigging and turnkey solutions 
to crane services, we provide 
comprehensive, efficient, and 
safe solutions for your industrial 
projects.

Our incredible team of administrative professionals who 
keep our operation running smoothly every day.

LEE MACHINERY MOVERS

Q: What’s Your Mission Statement? 

A: “We don’t just do the job, we do 
it right, with pride, every time. 
That’s our promise, delivering 
unparalleled quality; safely and 
efficiently, Lee moves you ahead.”

Q: What do you want members to 
know about your company?

A: No matter the situation, we’re 
always on the job to get you up 
and running as quickly as possible 
safely, efficiently, and precisely. 
We’re built from the ground up, 
our team gets it, and we don’t quit 
until the job is done. 

Q: How does being a member of 
MITA benefit your business?

A: MITA membership provides 
unparalleled access to a network 
of industry leaders and experts, 
granting us exclusive insights into 
cutting-edge technologies and 
emerging trends. This affiliation 
fosters collaborations, driving 
innovation and propelling our 
business growth. CS
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600,000 lb. Transfer Press Crown Removal.

One of our many outstanding field employees 
whose dedication is unmatched and hard work 

drives our success.

Setting (2) massive granulation basins onto a barge.



12  MITA CROSSSECTION  SUMMER 2024
Continued on page 40

One of the most effective ways to get an issue on a 
lawmaker’s radar screen is if they hear from the people 
who live, work, employ workers, and vote in their districts. 
Earlier in the year, MITA launched an outreach program 
for its members to contact their State Representative 
and State Senator with a simple message that Michigan 
desperately needs more investments in its infrastructure. 
These grassroots efforts can go a long way in convincing 
lawmakers on specific policy issues. It reminds lawmakers 
of their responsibility to solve this crisis and that people in 
their district demand that they do.

In addition, it takes away the tired old excuse from 
legislators claiming a lack of feedback from the district. We 
can monitor what letters have been sent to what offices so we 
know, in fact, that they are hearing from their constituents. 
We encourage all members to send multiple letters, even 
with the same message. As this magazine gets delivered, 
you will notice a new message that MITA is encouraging 
its members to send to their legislators. It is necessary 
to change up the message as the political winds change 
throughout the year. Even if you’ve previously communicated 
the original message to your lawmakers, we encourage you 
to also transmit the updated message.

So, if you haven’t done so, we strongly urge you to 
screenshot the barcode at the bottom of this article. It 
will take you less than 3 minutes to fill out your name and 
address, enabling us to locate your State Representative 
and State Senator. A prewritten letter will be sent on your 
behalf expressing the need for additional funding and how 
it impacts you, your family, and your friends. This simple 
action is perhaps the most effortless and time-efficient 
contribution you can make toward supporting the industry’s 

Comment — VICE PRESIDENT OF GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

Lance Binoniemi

To contact Lance Binoniemi, email him  
at lancebinoniemi@thinkmita.org or call  
the MITA office at 517-347-8336.

MITA MEMBERS CAN 
HELP GET LONG-TERM 
FUNDING DONE

efforts to secure long-term, equitable, and sustainable 
infrastructure funding.

Some MITA members have taken it a couple of steps 
further and have reached out in additional ways to their 
elected politicians. Several members have sent personalized 
letters to their State Rep. and State Senator. Sending a 
more personalized letter can go a long way and often will 
generate more attention from the legislator and their staff.

If anyone needs help locating their State Representative 
or State Senator, we are happy to help at the MITA office. 
We suggest getting to know your lawmakers on a personal 
level and some members have invited them to their main 
offices or a specific job site.

If this interests you but you don’t know where to start, 
PLEASE contact me at the MITA office, and we can discuss 
the best approach.

Every summer, MITA, and its members host various job 
site visits, giving lawmakers a firsthand look at how critical 
projects are built and why proper funding is essential to 
prevent our system from further decline. Legislative job 
site visits are the most impactful and effective way to 
communicate to elected officials exactly what goes into 
building our infrastructure in Michigan and the importance 
of proper funding in order to get the job done correctly. 
If you’re interested in hosting a legislative job site visit this 
summer or fall, we are eager to offer our assistance. Please 
contact our office, and we will gladly collaborate with you to 
organize a visit that effectively communicates the importance 
of infrastructure funding to our lawmakers.

Legislators are hit with countless issues from a number of 
advocate groups constantly. Establishing connections within 
the legislative offices beyond just 
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BUILT FOR SAFETY!

Michigan’s Most Diverse trench 
shoring & shielDing rental Fleet!

contact Pro-tec equiPMent toDay!

800-292-1225
www.Pro-tecequiPMent.coM

sliDe rail shoring aluMinuM trench shielDs steel trench shielDs

street Plates Pro-Brace hyDraulic FraMe

west Michigan

 
5460 36th st. se
granD raPiDs, Mi 49512
877-292-1225

central Michigan

4837 west granD river ave.
lansing, Mi 48906
800-292-1225

east Michigan 

33100 BeechwooD st

westlanD, Mi 48185
888-292-1225

three stocKing locations to Best serve you!

Pro-griDs & stone savers
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Name Company Amount
Michael Peake Action Traffic Maintenance, Inc. $100.00 
George Verscheure* C. A. Hull Co., Inc. $110.00 
Patty Meyer* Patty Meyer $25.00 
Dennis Rozanski Dan's Excavating, Inc. $500.00 
Joe Goodall Dan's Excavating, Inc. $500.00 
Jeff Irvin* Action Traffic Maintenance, Inc. $125.00 
TJ Peake Action Traffic Maintenance, Inc. $125.00 
Timothy Peake* Action Traffic Maintenance, Inc. $125.00 
Michael Kalin* Kalin Construction Company $100.00 
Gerald Kalin* Kalin Construction Company $250.00 
Justin Peyerk Dan's Excavating, Inc. $2,500.00 
Dyrris Marshall Shadow Consultants LLC $1,000.00 
Craig Fons GBM Companies $1,500.00 
Kelly Weber* Action Traffic Maintenance, Inc. $125.00 
Dave Terbeek AIS Constrution Equipment $1,525.00 
Mark Campbell GM & Sons, Inc. $250.00 
Jennifer Slater* Action Traffic Maintenance, Inc. $50.00 
Robert Hentkowski Dan's Excavating, Inc. $500.00 
James Doescher Dan's Excavating, Inc. $1,000.00 
Jay Desai* C. A. Hull Co., Inc. $85.00 
Samuel Fons GBM Companies $500.00 
Michael Fons GBM Companies $500.00 
Douglas Kaltz MUE, Inc $1,000.00 
James O'Donnell Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $250.00 
Kevin Mullins Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $50.00 
Tim Nieboer Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $50.00 
Derek Carr Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $50.00 
Chaz McCullah* Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $100.00 
Matthew Milkovie Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $500.00 
James ODonnell Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $250.00 
Andrew DeFinis Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $100.00 
Christi Conner Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $50.00 
Iris Tompkins Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $50.00 
Hal Howlett Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $1,000.00 
Michael Samuelson Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $100.00 
Nick Collins Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $50.00 
Erick Garza Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $100.00 
James Thomson Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $100.00 
Johnny Tiseo Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $50.00 
Kevin Marcola Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $100.00 
Jane Loch Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $50.00 
Sandy Rivera GM & Sons, Inc. $50.00 
Karl Schweitzer GM & Sons, Inc. $1,000.00 
Douglas Willeman Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $50.00 
Joseph M Wright Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $50.00 
Tony Kuberski Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $150.00 
Bruce Young Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $1,000.00 
Mark Hammer Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $50.00 
Lori Adkins GM & Sons, Inc. $150.00 
Efren Garza Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $50.00 
Marcy Adkins GM & Sons, Inc. $100.00 
Kurk Schweitzer GM & Sons, Inc. $300.00 
Josue Orozco GM & Sons, Inc. $100.00 
Ben Kolarik Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $100.00 
Brian Hoffman Hoffman Brothers, Inc. $7,500.00 
Michael DeFinis Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $2,000.00 
Jack Dykstra Jack Dykstra Excavating, Inc. $1,000.00 
Hugo Gallegos GM & Sons, Inc. $1,000.00 
Jeremy Lemke Give 'Em A Brake Safety, LLC $5,000.00 
Aaron Johnson Give 'Em A Brake Safety, LLC $250.00 
Jeff Buckley C. A. Hull Co., Inc. $1,000.00 
Ricky Gallegos GM & Sons, Inc. $250.00 
Eric Walbert GM & Sons, Inc. $250.00 
Sean Morrissey GM & Sons, Inc. $250.00 
Eric Parrish Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $50.00 
Michael Campbell GM & Sons, Inc. $250.00 
TJ Peake Action Traffic Maintenance, Inc. $1,000.00 
Marc Van Til Give 'Em A Brake Safety, LLC $3,000.00 
Jeremy Dixon Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $50.00 
Scott Kos Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $50.00 
Christina Thomson Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $50.00 
Darren LaBean HYMMCO $500.00 
Bruce Pung HYMMCO $200.00 
Kaitlyn Deyarmond HYMMCO $200.00 
Austin Koin HYMMCO $1,000.00 
Brooke Zapczynski Z Contractors, Inc. $2,500.00 
April Thomas HYMMCO $100.00 
Kas Rugenstein HYMMCO $100.00 
Erin Hearn HYMMCO $1,000.00 
Donald DJ LaBean HYMMCO $250.00 
Derek LaBean HYMMCO $2,000.00 
James Jacob HYMMCO $2,000.00 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the MITA PAC. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. If you haven’t donated to the MITA PAC yet 
this year, please consider making a contribution today.

PAC UPDATE SUMMER 2024

It’s important to note that this wouldn’t be possible if it weren’t for the broad base of member employees who have 
donated their hard-earned dollars to our PAC efforts! Collectively we can make a difference in our efforts to secure 
equitable, long-term, sustainable infrastructure funding solutions.

Political giving through our PAC is one of the most effective ways to gain access to policymakers. That access is needed 
to advocate for our issues as lawmakers have thousands of issues that they face regularly and we need to keep ours at the 
forefront. A Big MITA thanks to all of you who have supported our industry! CS

Name Company Amount
Brian Mayer* Ajax Paving Industries $50.00 
Brigitte Corbin HYMMCO $250.00 
Don LaBean HYMMCO $5,000.00 
Dawn LaBean HYMMCO $1,000.00 
Remi L. Coolsaet R.L. Coolsaet $500.00 
Bob Brannan HYMMCO $2,000.00 
Bill Rizor Hoffman Brothers, Inc. $2,500.00
John Zito Zito Construction Co. $1,000.00 
Luke Fleischmann Michigan Pipe & Valve $2,500.00 
Dan Eriksson Hoffman Brothers, Inc. $7,500.00 
Remi A. Coolsaet R.L. Coolsaet $1,000.00 
Michael Malloure C. A. Hull Co., Inc. $12,500.00 
Troy Broad Team Elmers $5,000.00 
Dan Mergens Edw. C. Levy Co. $1,500.00 
Peter Scodeller Scodeller Construction $1,000.00 
John T. Diponio Jay Dee Contractors, Inc. $10,000.00 
Ken Nowicki M & M Excavating Company $3,500.00
Brandie Meisner M & M Excavating Company $3,500.00 
John Landrie M & M Excavating Company $3,500.00 
Lukas Gordon M & M Excavating Company $2,000.00 
Gabe Nowicki M & M Excavating Company $750.00 
Ryan Meisner M & M Excavating Company $750.00 
Andrew Albrecht M & M Excavating Company $750.00 
Joe Stutesman M & M Excavating Company $750.00 
Michael Stutesman M & M Excavating Company $750.00 
Quentin Fraley M & M Excavating Company $200.00 
Michael Rempalski Give 'Em A Brake Safety, LLC $500.00 
Mark Johnston Ajax Paving Industries $10,000.00 
Mark Boden Ajax Paving Industries $2,000.00 
Christine Poe Ajax Paving Industries $2,000.00 
Dave Marshall Ajax Paving Industries $2,000.00 
David Cowper Ajax Paving Industries $2,000.00 
Pamela Switek Ajax Paving Industries $2,000.00 
Paul Selesky Ajax Paving Industries $2,000.00 
Tye Tignanelli Ajax Paving Industries $1,000.00 
Chris Mondon Ajax Paving Industries $1,000.00 
Jeff Ardelean Ajax Paving Industries $1,000.00 
Jason B Beem Ajax Paving Industries $1,000.00 
Stephen Dargis Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Kelly Schwall Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Benjamin Kohler Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Nick Schroeder Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Josh Matuzak Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Tim Hay Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Pete Mann Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Leo Remijan, Jr Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Kathleen Andrerson Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Patrick Wagoner Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Bryant Moorman Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Michael & Mary Ann Podsiad Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Matt Payne Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Robert Liddell Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Alex Vasquez Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Philip Schuck Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Brian Borich Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Yvonne Kur Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Jared C. Quick Ajax Paving Industries $250.00 
Justin McLachlan Ajax Paving Industries $250.00 
Bashar Yohan Ajax Paving Industries $250.00 
Jonnie Williams Ajax Paving Industries $250.00 
Allan Isaac Ajax Paving Industries $250.00 
Paul Resky Ajax Paving Industries $250.00 
Jason Tapani Ajax Paving Industries $250.00 
Shawn Dice Ajax Paving Industries $250.00 
Nick Stockwell Ajax Paving Industries $250.00 
Rebecca A Tchorz Ajax Paving Industries $250.00 
Rob Griggs Ajax Paving Industries $250.00 
John Nguyen Ajax Paving Industries $250.00 
Richard Poe Ajax Paving Industries $250.00 
Michael Connelly Ajax Paving Industries $250.00 
Jennifer Bashawaty Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
Dan David Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
David Grabowski Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
Sean Friel Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
Stefany DalPra Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
Jenny Johnston Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
Ryan Belanger Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
Hugh R Luedtke Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
Sandra McMillian Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
Mark Homer Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
Christina O'Brien Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
Brandon Fuller Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
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Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the MITA PAC this 
year. The money raised will be spent judiciously with input from the 
MITA PAC Board and also the entire MITA Board of Directors.

MITA PAC funds are given to political candidates who support 
initiatives that are important to the heavy highway/underground industry 

and to combat those candidates who are against our goal of long-term, 
sustainable infrastructure funding. The more these funds are targeted to the 

right candidates, the more our industry will thrive.  

If you have any questions about how your PAC contributions are being spent, 
feel free to email MITA’s Executive Vice President Rob Coppersmith 
(robcoppersmith@thinkmita.org), or MITA’s Vice President of Government 
A�airs Lance Binoniemi (lancebinoniemi@thinkmita.org).

Long-Term Sustainable Funding Campaign 20244
The MITA Political Action Committee (PAC) is a strong contributor to the overall political voice of 
Michigan’s heavy construction industry. MITA PAC is the most e�ective tool our industry has to 
support candidates who will fight in favor of contractors in the Michigan legislature. Your 
personal financial support of the MITA PAC gives all of us who care about the future of heavy 
construction the opportunity to have a strong influence in the political process.

Name Company Amount
John Stevens Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
Ean Ridley Ajax Paving Industries $150.00 
Chris Edwards Ajax Paving Industries $100.00 
Jerry Johnson Ajax Paving Industries $100.00 
Donna Enyart* Ajax Paving Industries $100.00 
Jason Pestridge Ajax Paving Industries $100.00 
Yousif Khamis Ajax Paving Industries $100.00 
Jerimah Wallace Ajax Paving Industries $100.00 
Sam Bishop Ajax Paving Industries $100.00 
Tyler Grabowski Ajax Paving Industries $100.00 
Michael Reardon Ajax Paving Industries $50.00 
Tanner Jeska Ajax Paving Industries $50.00 
Patrick O'Connor Ajax Paving Industries $20.00 

Name Company Amount
Kyle Meyer Give 'Em A Brake Safety, LLC $50.00 
Angel Ferrer Give 'Em A Brake Safety, LLC $100.00 
Andrew Dauksts Give 'Em A Brake Safety, LLC $250.00 
Chris Heyboer Give 'Em A Brake Safety, LLC $200.00 
Jane Anstett Give 'Em A Brake Safety, LLC $250.00 
Michael Heyboer Give 'Em A Brake Safety, LLC $500.00 
Tanya Johnson Give 'Em A Brake Safety, LLC $100.00 
Aaron Johnson Give 'Em A Brake Safety, LLC $100.00 
Dyrris Marshall Shadow Consultants LLC $500.00 
Jason Gauthier Give 'Em A Brake Safety, LLC $250.00 
Paul Kennedy Give 'Em A Brake Safety, LLC $100.00 
Jim Hartley Give 'Em A Brake Safety, LLC $100.00 
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MEMBER PROJECT PROFILE

An approximately $159 million project that includes 
reconstructing and resurfacing approximately 10 miles 
of Interstate 94 in Calhoun County began in 2022 and is 
expected to be completed in 2025. C.A. Hull Co., Inc./Anlaan 
Corporation Joint Venture is the prime contractor on the 
project.

The 16 mile-long project runs from west of Helmer Road 
to 17-½ Mile Road and includes reconstruction of nine 
bridges, rehabilitation of eight bridges, rest area parking lot 
reconstruction, culvert replacement, drainage improvements, 
profile changes at the Capital Avenue interchange in order to 
improve under-clearance, guardrail upgrades and Intelligent 
Transportation System (ITS) improvements along the corridor.

16-MILE I-94 PROJECT UNDER WAY
The design-build project includes construction of four 

temporary bridges in order to facilitate crossover movement 
to allow for full width bridge reconstruction, drilled shaft 
foundations for bridges over the Kalamazoo River and an 
aggressive construction schedule with 95 percent of the work 
taking place in 2023 and 2024.

“Design-build projects are a true team effort,” said Dave 
Turner, vice president at C.A. Hull. “We established a strong 
team of contractors and designers to pursue the project and 
we look forward to successfully completing the design and 
construction together. Along with combining our resources 
to execute the project, having a joint venture partner allows 
us to take advantage of our collective experience to develop 
the best approach to the project.”

“During the bidding phase, our team was able to brainstorm 
cost-saving ideas throughout the process,” said Jay Desai, 
director of design-build at C.A. Hull for the joint venture.

Challenges on the project have included schedule 
constraints, demolition of multiple complex structures, 
erection of 240-foot-long by 104-inch-tall plate girders over 
the Kalamazoo River and maintaining I-94 traffic throughout 
construction.

The project includes approximately 15,000 cubic yards of 
substructure and superstructure concrete. Subcontractors on 
the project include Hoffman Bros., Inc., of Battle Creek (site 
grading and drainage work) and Michigan Paving & Materials 
Co. (asphalt paving). Engineering firms on the project include 
Fishbeck and AECOM. CS

Grading takes place on the I-94 project in Calhoun 
County. Photo courtesy of Hoffman Bros., Inc.

A Cat D6T dozer works on the I-94 project in Calhoun 
County. Photo courtesy of Hoffman Bros., Inc.

Temporary bridges are constructed on the I-94 
project in Calhoun County. Photo courtesy of Anlaan 
Corporation.

By Aram Kalousdian
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MERSINO.COM | 866.MERSINO

DEWATERING
BYPASS PUMPING
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Comment — DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING

ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE: 
INROADS IN THE 
TRANSPORTATION 
& INFRASTRUCTURE 
INDUSTRY

Artificial Intelligence (AI) has captured the attention of 
business leaders, politicians, and popular media in recent 
months. High-profile figures from around the world are raising 
the alarm and advising the entire industry to halt innovation 
for fear of unintended consequences.1 On the other hand, 
some think it’s all an elaborate marketing strategy to jump-
start a belabored tech industry. Wherever your opinion lies 
between these extremes, there’s no doubt the effects of this 
technology will eventually make its way into the transportation 
and infrastructure industry- in some cases, it already has.

AI has been around for a while, but real progress is 
occurring in the machine learning or deep learning part of 

Jeremiah Leyba, P.E.

To contact Jeremiah, email him  
at jeremiahleyba@thinkmita.org or call  
the MITA office at 517-347-8336.

the technology. This area can simplistically be understood as 
the ability of the model to “learn” and interpret never-before-
seen variables and inputs based on limited past exposure 
without being directly programmed.2 This is a substantial 
leap from simply increasing computing power or language 
model development, although both play a role.

If you’re like most people and still get lost while sharing 
your screen on Microsoft Teams, this might seem too obscure 
to even be concerned about. However, obscurity has never 
been a good excuse for ignoring new technology. Those who 
can properly interpret where it might fit into their business or 
organization will differentiate themselves in an increasingly 
competitive world. Here are a few areas to pay attention to 
when thinking about where AI might make some of its first 
inroads in our industry.

The first obvious entry is self-driving or autonomous 
vehicles. One limit of development for autonomous vehicles 
has been object recognition. This is the ability to differentiate 
between old pavement markings in a construction zone, a 
traffic barrel-controlled lane, or a worker giving directions 
at a flagging operation. With enhanced software relying on 
deep-learning processes, some of the hurdles associated with 
this process can more easily be overcome. The technology 
could also impact construction zone safety, where speed 
enforcement is a common issue. Using AI, autonomous 
vehicles could identify workers and equipment and maintain 
appropriate speeds to prevent incidents.

Supply chain and material procurement processes 
incorporating AI technology are on the rise in several 
industries. Digibuild is one of the first start-up companies 
to use AI in the construction industry’s supply chain. Robert 
Salvador, CEO of Digibuild, observes:

Continued on page 20
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“Instead of spending multiple hours probably 
getting a hold of maybe five or six suppliers, 
ChatGPT can find 100 of them and even automate 
outreach and begin communications with those 
100 suppliers and say, ‘Hey, we’re DigiBuild. We 
need to find this type of door, can you provide a 
quote and send it back here?’ We can talk to 100 
suppliers in one minute versus maybe a handful in 
a couple hours.”3

In transportation-related infrastructure, the amount of 
suppliers may be more constrained, but the principle remains 
the same: automated outreach and predictive communication 
can expedite the supply chain and material procurement 
process. AI could also quickly reveal regional procurement 
blind spots that hinder the industry.

In federal and state projects, material procurement and 
logistic information can be rapidly analyzed and vetted with 
high accuracy using AI. DOT agencies and contractors can 
use this information to make contract agreements with more 
certainty.

In engineering & design, there are countless ways AI 
could have an industry impact. AI could outsource mundane 
calculations and the initial research burden using a series 
of prioritized parameters. Alternatives could be taken from 
concepts to the engineering judgment stage at a staggering 
pace, allowing an unprecedented level of optimization to be 
achieved. Finite element numerical methods and capable 
software revolutionized the ability of system evaluations by 
engineers. AI will once again redefine how engineering & 
design are done.

Industry visualization & drafting could also see major 
changes from AI. From autonomous drone surveying to 
predictive CAD, the options are endless. One idea is the 
ability to load in a topographic information file and type in 
a quick prompt, such as, “2 span girder bridge”, and an AI 
software could 3D draft a geometrically optimized bridge 
fitting the given information. In the old days, drafting took 
a room full of artisans at the ready to finish drawings on 
time. Today, it only takes a couple of skilled CAD drafters to 
complete hundreds of detailed sheets. Conceptualizing how 
drafting might look with an AI that can perfectly draw and 
detail in a few seconds could be revolutionary.

Despite the mounting possibilities AI has opened up in 
recent years, significant hurdles still stand in the way. Without 
proper data, the usefulness of AI is limited. Because of this, 
data will become an even bigger player on the economic 
stage, incurring all the economic and political hardships that 
occur with most resources. As with most new technology, 
municipalities and governments will grapple with numerous 

societal implications and may briefly leverage regulations 
and laws that will stifle AI’s ability to grow in many sectors.

The ideas and possibilities of what may come with AI 
and how it will change our industry might make some feel 
overwhelmed or even suspicious. The key is to learn from 
past technological advancements by being adaptable and 
unafraid to rethink what you may feel most expert in, and 
above all, to remain human.

If you have thoughts about AI and its progress in our 
industry in Michigan, reach out to MITA—we’d love to hear 
from you.
1. Future of Life Institute (2023, March 22). Pause Giant AI 

Experiments: An Open Letter. Futureoflife.org. Retrieved 
May 15, 2023, from https://futureoflife.org/open-letter/
pause-giant-ai-experiments/

2. Brown, S. (2021, April 21). Machine Learning, Explained. 
MIT Management Sloan School. Retrieved June 12, 2023, 
from https://mitsloan.mit.edu/ideas-made-to-matter/
machine-learning-explained

3. Dumas, B. (2023, April 26). AI Set to Transform Construction 
Industry. FOXbusinness. Retrieved May 15, 2023, from 
https://www.foxbusiness.com/technology/ai-disrupt-
construction-industry CS

Continued from page 18

BRIDGE & SUPPLY COMPANY

CORRUGATED STEEL PIPE

DETENTION SYSTEMS

GEOTEXTILE FABRICS

400 Stoney Creek Drive
Sandusky, MI 48471

810-648-3000
Fax: 810-648-3549

www.jensenbridge.com

SANDUSKY
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2610 SANFORD AVE.2610 SANFORD AVE.
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(616) 531-8705(616) 531-8705
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3169 W. MICHIGAN AVE.3169 W. MICHIGAN AVE.

JACKSON, MI 49202JACKSON, MI 49202

(517) 459-0643(517) 459-0643

MARQUETTEMARQUETTE
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traffic control
partner

Innovation
in traffic service and
equipment to maximize
work zone safety

Traffic Plan Designs
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and mobility
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Warning Signs
to inform traffic of
changing conditions

Delineator Devices
to direct traffic flow
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WHERE’S MITA BEEN LATELY?

CONSTRUCTION 
CAREER DAYS

Glenn Bukoski and Jeremiah Leyba represented MITA at the annual 
Construction Career Days Event in Howell, where hundreds of students 
get a glimpse of what it would be like to work in the construction industry.
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WHERE’S MITA BEEN LATELY?

CONSTRUCTION 
SCIENCE EXPOMISSDIG PODCAST

ACEC’s Kathy Vanzee (left), and MITA’s Jeremiah Leyba 
pose at the Construction Science Expo Event.

MITA Safety Director Greg Brooks (far left) was a guest 
on the MISS DIG 811 Podcast, “Digging In” hosted by 
Eric Urbain (center) and Nick Bonstell of MISS DIG.
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WHERE’S MITA BEEN LATELY?

MITA’s engineers repping at the County Road 
Association Highway Conference & Roadshow.

Safety Training for Dunigan Bros at their shop.

CRA CONFERENCE
DUNIGAN BROS
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WHERE’S MITA BEEN LATELY?

MITA’s Engineering Team gets a tour of Lowe’s job site.

LOWE JOBSITE VISIT

Scott 517.206.5423 (cell)
Tim 734.552.2667 (cell)
Fax 517.529.4504

Dick, Scott or Tim
517.529.9406

in business since 1976

2535 Bader Road • Horton, Michigan 49246

MDOT, INDOT, ODOT Prequalified, Union

Your Trusted 
Name in 

Trenchless 
Excavation 

Boring and Jacking  
24"OD to 84"OD

Pipe Jacking 42"ID to 144"ID

Tunneling  
42”ID to 144”ID

Microtunneling
Guided Tube Boring
Horizontal Directional  
Drilling

Five Decades of Experience
Founded in 1974, Diamond Concrete Sawing is an industry pioneer,  
bringing superior equipment, innovative processes, technology leadership,  
and OSHA-certified technicians to every job in a wide range of applications.

www.diamondconcretesawing.com
DETROIT  /  GRAND RAPIDS  /  KALAMAZOO  /  LANSING

HIGHWAY & BRIDGE SAWING
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WHERE’S MITA BEEN LATELY?

M&M JOBSITE MICHIGAN SAFETY 
CONFERENCE

Greg Brooks visiting M & M’s Jobsite in Northern Michigan.

Greg Brooks presents at the Michigan Safety Conference.

 » Asphalt Recycling
 » Concrete Crushing
 » Mobile - we bring  

the crusher to you

If you have interest in 
these services, email 
bids@m-mexcavating.com 
or call 989.370.4849 (John) 
or 989.370.4846 (Ken).

Concrete

CRUSHER

Safety & Quality  •  Pride & Integrity  •  Family & Community
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WHERE’S MITA BEEN LATELY?

MPM SAFETY TRAINING

Safety training in action for Michigan Paving Materials.
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WHERE’S MITA BEEN LATELY?

WORKZONE SAFETY WEEK

PO Box 1357  •  Brighton MI 48116 
Phone 810-522-6474 • Fax 810-522-6499

Recycled Concrete  
& Asphalt Products

• Chilson Road, Howell
• Kensington Road, Brighton

Natural Aggregate Products
www.gbmsandandgravel.com

• Hogan Road, Fenton

Your local trusted concrete 
recycling business for over 
twenty years. Providing 
custom concrete crushing 
and processing.
Operated by:  
DCF Recycling, Inc.

Together with other industry representatives, MITA’s 
Rob Coppersmith spoke at the National Work Zone 
Awareness Week kickoff event hosted at Dow Diamond 
in Midland, urging motorists to do their part to keep 
workers in work zones safe.
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McAlpine

McAlpine, PC - Attorneys & Counselors
3201 University Dr., Ste 200  |  Auburn Hills, MI  48326

(248) 373-3700  |  www.mcalpinepc.com  

Experienced, Aggressive, Determined.
We know construction.

Construction Law
and Litigation 

Mark McAlpine
Founding Principal and Managing Partner

n 11 State-Certified Aggregate Technicians n 8 MDOT-Certified QC/
QA Labs n MDOT/ODOT Spec Products n 18 Locations in Michigan 
n Concrete/Asphalt Aggregates n Base/Fill Material n Decorative 
Roofing Stone n USGA Golf Course Sand n Septic Stone n Mortar 
Sand n Rip Rap

Committment and  
Quality Since 1918

For over 100 years, Levy has been providing services and  
solutions that are specially designed to meet the unique needs of each 
customer. Levy’s commitment to our team, state-of-the-art equipment 
and technology provides quality, superior products and services to the 
construction industry.

Controlled quality has made Levy a Pre-Qualified MDOT  
Supplier with:

For more information about our products 
and services, contact the:

Levy Sales Department at  
(313) 429-LEVY.

Or visit our website at  
www.edwclevy.com
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SAFETY SPOTLIGHT

Accurate Excavators, your achievement of maintaining zero injuries 
throughout the year 2023 is truly commendable. This is a significant 
milestone that underscores your commitment to safety and sets a 
high standard for our industry! CS

ACCURATE EXCAVATORS, LLC

41740 Six Mile Rd, Suite 103, Northville, MI 48168 - (734) 542-6969

Watch Brandie’s video about
how M&M is shifting their  
culture to improve safety &
increase productivity. 

Watch Brandie’s full story
by scanning the QR code or visiting 

PCS-Global.com/MITA

Brandie
Meisner
M&M Excavating - President
Former MITA President

Don't accept accidents as “part of the job.”

Self-awareness is the best PPE.

Under heavy construction:
the soft skills 

are the hard skills.

Thanks again to MITA for sending the hats for 
our crew. We had our monthly crew safety meeting 
Monday morning, during which we distributed the 
caps you sent. The crew also received the cup as a 
reward and reminder of their accomplishments. Thanks 
again to Greg and the rest of the MITA organization 
for what you do for our industry.

Jeff Lindell, Safety Director
Accurate Excavators, LLC
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41740 Six Mile Rd, Suite 103, Northville, MI 48168 - (734) 542-6969

Watch Brandie’s video about
how M&M is shifting their  
culture to improve safety &
increase productivity. 

Watch Brandie’s full story
by scanning the QR code or visiting 

PCS-Global.com/MITA

Brandie
Meisner
M&M Excavating - President
Former MITA President

Don't accept accidents as “part of the job.”

Self-awareness is the best PPE.

Under heavy construction:
the soft skills 

are the hard skills.
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Continued on page 34

LEGAL ISSUES

IS THE END OF DBE PROGRAMS 
AS WE KNOW THEM NEAR?

Many public entities, including MDOT, have adopted 
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) programs to 
assist firms owned and controlled by minorities, women, 
and other socially and economically disadvantaged persons 
to participate in government contracts. However, in the 
wake of the United States Supreme Court’s decision last 
summer effectively striking down race-based affirmative 
action in Harvard’s admission process, a handful of lawsuits 
have challenged the constitutionality of other government 
programs—including the US Department of Transportation’s 
(USDOT) DBE program. The presumption that women and 
certain races automatically qualify for DBE status is now 
under scrutiny—and it’s realistic that court rulings could 
substantially affect these DBE programs. This article reviews 
recent federal cases impacting DBE programs, including 
the ongoing challenge against the USDOT’s DBE program.

Challenges are Focusing on How Eligibility is 
Determined

Last summer in Students for Fair Admissions, Inc. v. 
President & Fellows of Harvard Call, the United States 
Supreme Court effectively held that the race-based 
admission process at Harvard was unconstitutional. This 
landmark decision ignited multiple lawsuits challenging 

By (l to r):
Scott D. Garbo
sgarbo@clarkhill.com

Theodore Degenhardt, IV
tdegenhardt@clarkhill.com

Joshua Wilk
jwilk@clarkhill.com

Contractor's
Liability

Construction
Bonds

Builder's 
Risk

Workers
Compensation

CORE KNOWS 
CONSTRUCTION
With over 30 specialized markets,
Core can do what other agents
can't. Our expert construction
team is ready to handle everything
from key coverages to complex
bonds, all under one roof. 
Let us show you the Core
Construction difference. 

CONTACT US FOR A QUOTE

(248) 847 - CORE (2673)

coreinsured.com

50787 Corporate Drive, Shelby
Township, MI 48315

service@coreinsured.com
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34  MITA CROSSSECTION  SUMMER 2024

the constitutionality of analogous government programs 
involving federal contracting and financial assistance.

First, in Ultima Services Corp. v. US Department of 
Agriculture, a white female businessowner successfully 
argued in a Tennessee federal court that the Small 
Business Administration’s (SBA) Business Development 
Program violated her Fifth Amendment rights to equal 
protection based on her position that she was a victim of 
reverse discrimination. The SBA automatically presumed 
groups like Black Americans, Hispanic Americans, Native 
Americans, and Asian-Pacific Americans were “economically 
disadvantaged,” but people of other races were required 
to qualify to be eligible. The Court found that the SBA’s 
presumptive disadvantage determination could not survive 
the strict-scrutiny analysis required by the US Constitution 
because the SBA could not establish that the rebuttable 
presumption of “economically disadvantage” was narrowly 
tailored to achieve a compelling governmental interest.

In another blow to federally sponsored affirmative action 
efforts, a federal district court in Texas found another 
government program racially discriminatory, and barred the 
use of race and ethnicity in eligibility. In Nuziard v Minority 
Business Development Agency, the MBDA presumed an 
applicant to be a “socially” or “economically disadvantaged 
individual” if they were Black, Hispanic, Native American, 
or Asian—while other races or ethnicities were ineligible 
for MBDA programs. The court found that determining an 
applicant’s eligibility for preferential programs based on 
race or ethnicity was racially discriminatory and violated the 
US Constitution’s Equal Protection Clause. As a result, the 
Court granted a nationwide injunction, barring the MBDA 
from allowing only certain minority groups access to some 
of its programs.

The USDOT’s DBE Program is Now in the Crosshairs
While USDOT’s DBE program was initially signed 

into law under the Reagan Administration, the 2021 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act mandated that 10% 
of all new surface transportation funding “be expended 
through small business concerns owned and controlled 
by socially and economically disadvantaged individuals.” 
To qualify as a DBE with the USDOT, the applicant must 
have: (A) at least 51 percent ownership controlled by one 
or more individuals who are socially and economically 
disadvantaged; and (B) management and daily business 
operations controlled by one or more of the socially and 
economically disadvantaged owners. Any applicant may 
qualify as socially and economically disadvantaged on a 

Continued from page 32 case-by-case basis, but the following groups are presumed 
to be socially and economically disadvantaged: (a) Black 
Americans; (b) Hispanic Americans; (c) Native Americans; (d) 
Asian-Pacific Americans; (e) Subcontinent Asian Americans; 
and (f) Women. These presumptions may soon be changing, 
though, based on the recent lawsuits.

In Mid-America Milling Company, LLC v US Department 
of Transportation, Mid-America Milling sued the USDOT 
challenging its DBE qualification standards—making similar 
arguments to those used in Nuziard and Ultima. Mid-America 
Milling is seeking a ruling that the race and gender-based 
presumption of DBE eligibility is unconstitutional. The lawsuit 
is currently pending, so no final decisions have been made yet 
by the Court. If Mid-America Milling prevails, the result will 
not necessarily invalidate the entire DBE program. Instead, 
like in Ultima, the USDOT may be barred from applying a 
rebuttable presumption of social disadvantage—requiring 
individuals to prove they have been socially disadvantaged 
as a condition of being certified as a DBE. Thus, over the 
next year, rulings by the Court could significantly change 
DBE programs as they currently exist. CS

$8,000 to the spouse & children left behind.
$3,000 to the family after a loss (no spouse or children).
$1,000 in grief counseling to each family and/or coworkers.
Scholarships to children left behind and qualifying 

Construction Angels is a national 501(c)3 Non-Profit Organization that
provides immediate financial assistance and grief counseling to the
children and spouse left behind when a construction worker is involved
in a work-related fatality. Approximately 4.5 construction workers are
killed per working day in the USA.

Today, Construction Angels provides:

       applicants.

To make a one-time donation, please visit www.ConstructionAngels.us,
or email us at contact@ConstructionAngels.us for more information.



WWW.THINKMITA.ORG 35

In a world of risk, the ones who succeed build with 
determination.  For over sixty years, businesses across 
Michigan and across the country have relied on VTC 
Insurance Group to help them grow with confidence.

Our one business is protecting yours: helping identify 
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Building success. 
With confidence.

Business Insurance | Surety Bonds
Personal Insurance

Get your quote now.

Call 248-828-3377.

www.vtcins.com

Complete Water & Sewer 
Supplies Distributor

6 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
www.michiganpipe.com

JACKSON 
Phone: (517) 764-9151 
Jackson@michiganpipe.com 

SAGINAW 
Phone: (989) 752-7911 
Saginaw@michiganpipe.com 

TRAVERSE CITY 
Phone: (231) 929-7473
TraverseCity@michiganpipe.com 

MT. PLEASANT 
Phone: (989) 817-4331 
MtPleasant@michiganpipe.com 

GENESEE 
Phone: (810) 547-7154
Genesee@michiganpipe.com 

GRAND RAPIDS 
Phone: (616) 805-3206 
luke.fleischmann@michiganpipe.com
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MEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

G2 Consulting Group (G2) specializes in ‘everything below the ground,’ so it is 
completely appropriate that the firm started below ground as well. To be more specific, 
G2 started in Noel Hargrave-Thomas’ basement, where he and fellow founders Mark 
Smolinski and Bruce Wilberding began to lay out their plans in August 1994. The three 
co-founders began G2 with a goal to deliver responsive, specialized geotechnical 
engineering, environmental consulting, and construction engineering services that 
would help clients build better, build smarter, and build profits. The firm quickly 
developed a core of successful clients and outgrew Noel’s basement by the end of 
that first year. G2 has since expanded to three offices – Troy, MI, Ann Arbor, MI, and 
Chicagoland, IL – with 125 team members!

The G2 team will be celebrating with a party for our team, clients, and partners 
in September.

G2 CONSULTING GROUP, LLC, 
CELEBRATES 30 YEARS

Photo of founders in 1997: Bruce Wilberding,  
Mark Smolinski, & Noel Hargrave-Thomas.

G2’s summertime family outing at  
Jimmy John’s Field.

Photo of founders in 2023: Mark Smolinski, 
Noel Hargrave-Thomas, Bruce Wilberding.
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Affiliations: NASBP, MITA, AGC, ABC
Serving Michigan Since 1933

Service Beyond the
Contract Nationwide

(517) 371-2300
615 N. Capitol ave.
Lansing, MI 48933

Meeting Your Needs for 
Bonds and Insurance

info@mourerfoster.com • www.mourerfoster.com

SITECH MICHIGAN

25000 Novi Road
Novi, MI 48375
SITECHmichigan.com

Benefit from insight driven decision making, skyrocket your productivity, reduce lead times  
and make site to office communication smoother than ever before. Using connected  
construction technology on your projects, sharing and collaboration has never been easier.

GET CONNECTED. GET IN TOUCH TODAY.

TOMORROW’S 
CONSTRUCTION  
TECHNOLOGY, TODAY.
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PARTNER NEWS

ACEC/MICHIGAN ELECTS NEW 
PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

The American Council of Engineering Companies of Michigan (ACEC/Michigan) 
has announced Richard Chelotti, PE, from Colliers Engineering and Design as its 
2024-2025 President.

Rick Chelotti, PE, is a Senior Principal and Division Director of Infrastructure 
Services for Colliers Engineering & Design with over 24 years of industry experience. 
In his current position as Division Director, he oversees the Highway, Bridge, Rail, 
Water, CEI and Traffic Planning disciplines nationally.

Formerly the Senior Vice President of Bergmann, a national architecture, 
engineering and design firm headquartered in Rochester, NY, Rick’s career advanced 
by holding many leadership positions within the company until the firm was acquired 
by Colliers Engineering & Design in 2021.

Along with a passion for his corporate responsibilities, Rick has fostered an 
extensive commitment to council members, having served on ACEC/Michigan’s 

board of directors for 7 years before taking over as the 2024-2025 President. Dedicated to improving infrastructure 
throughout the State of Michigan, he supports the Governor’s Growing Michigan Together initiative along with Ron Brenke 
(ACEC/Michigan Executive Director) and the rest of ACEC/Michigan.

A graduate of Michigan State University and resident of DeWitt, Michigan, Rick and his wife Erin volunteer, coach, and 
lend support within the community while raising their three extremely active children (daughter Analise and twin boys 
Rickey and Will) who are all now in high school. Their daughter will be attending MSU (both Rick and Erin’s alma mater) in 
the fall as a freshman to pursue a major in Chemical Engineering. CS

2024-2025 ACEC/MICHIGAN 
OFFICERS:
President: Rick Chelotti, PE 
Colliers Engineering and Design, Lansing

President-Elect: Barbara Arens, PE, Cincar Consulting 
Group, Detroit

Treasurer: Matt Stacey, PE, Wade Trim, Taylor

National Director: G. Ramanujam (Ram), PE, Somat 
Engineering, Detroit

Past-President: Jon Kramer, PE, OHM Advisors, 
Livonia

2024-2025 ACEC/MICHIGAN 
DIRECTORS:
Roland Alix, PE, Hubbell, Roth & Clark, Inc., 
Bloomfield Hills

Eric Barden, PS, Spicer Group, Saginaw

Steve Carlisle, PE, Wightman, Benton Harbor

Chuck Gemayel, PE, SME, Plymouth

Cheryl Gregory, PE, ROWE Professional Services 
Company, Flint

Brenda Longman, Abonmarche, Kalamazoo

Lauren Roller, PE, HED, Royal Oak

Jeff Schumaker, PE, Fishbeck, Grand Rapids

Scott Shogan, PE, HNTB, Detroit

Matt Wendling, PE, WSP, Lansing
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Eric J. Flessland
P:   313.983.6901
C:  734.778.1964
flessland@butzel.com

James J. Urban
P:   517.372.4385
C:  517.930.4185
urban@butzel.com

Michael C. Decker
P:   517.372.4928
C:  248.379.6602
decker@butzel.com

Paul M. Mersino
P:   313.225.7015
C:  313.269.2651
mersino@butzel.com

butzel.com

No matter the project, trust the attorneys of Butzel’s Construction Team 
to be with you every step of the way. With deep industry experience and 

legal know-how, second to none, getting results is what we do. 
Butzel. Trust Always.

CONSTRUCTION TAKES TEAMWORK AND TRUST 

LETTERS TO MITA

Rob,
I just want to recognize Greg for the commendable 

presentation he put on at the Fonson safety kick-off 
meeting yesterday. He was clearly knowledgeable 
and informative, but most importantly, his demeanor 
allowed him to effectively engage and connect as 
one of the guys. He held their attention, and coerced 
conversation – no small feat with this group.

This is why we like to use him every year. A great 
MITA service.

Eamonn Dwyer
Vice President
Scodeller Construction, Fonson Company

Continued from page 12
MITA staff is vital to our collective success. It’s crucial for 
them to hear from business owners, employees, families, 
and voters in their districts, and you play a significant role 
in making that happen. It takes very little effort to fill out 
the contact your legislator information that the QR code 
will send you to. Writing out a simple email explaining the 
business you represent, how it impacts your community and 
our state, and how legislative decisions affect your livelihood 
is even more impactful.

The success of securing proper funding impacts our entire 
industry’s success. Don’t be intimidated or hesitant if you 
don’t know exactly how to reach out; we are here to help. 
If you’re interested in any of 
these opportunities to engage 
with lawmakers but would 
appreciate some guidance, 
please don’t hesitate to 
contact our office. We’re here 
to support you in making your 
voice heard. CS
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SPARTAN SPECIALTIES LTD
SOIL STABILIZATION SOLUTIONS

586-826-8811
6250 SIMS STERLING HEIGHTS MI 48313

GROUTING TECHNOLOGIES
FOUNDATION GROUTING

COMPACTION GROUTING

CHEMICAL GROUTING

MICRO FINE CEMENT

CONCRETE REPAIR
REPLACED AGGREGATE

EPOXY INJECTION

FABRIC FORM GROUT BAGS

GUNITE

PILES
MINI PILES

SOIL NAILING

EARTH & ROCK ANCHORS

Contractors Insurance Bonds Pension Plans
Group Health & Life

Staff of 40 to provide “Service with Zervos”

Gus E. Zervos
Steve M. Zervos

Michael G. Zervos
Don Burden Dave Lange
Joe Zubor Ryan Dudek

Nick Conflitti John O’Connell

24724 Farmbrook Rd. P.O. Box 2067
Southfield, Michigan 48037-2067

(248) 355-4411 • www.zervosgroup.com
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CONTACT US! 
www.g2consultinggroup.com

Troy • 248.680.0400
Ann Arbor • 734.390.9330

At G2, our goal is simple: Deliver Smart. Results. Fast.
G2’s geotechnical engineering services maximize 

support for your structure while collecting real-time data 
to minimize interruptions during construction.

MAXIMIZE SUPPORT. 
MINIMIZE DISRUPTIONS.

Geotechnical 
Engineering Design

Pile Dynamic 
Analysis (PDA)

Geotechnical 
Instrumentation

Vibration  
Monitoring

M.D.O.T. approved supplier 
of Catch Basins, Manholes 

and Highway Barriers.

Also a supplier of  
Sign Bases and other  

traffic control products.

3584 Airline Road, Muskegon, Michigan 49444

231.733-1904  • 1-800-TOO-BUSH

WWW.BUSHCONCRETEPRODUCTS.COM

Serving Since 1928
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MITA AND BITCO –  
WE ARE HERE FOR YOU

The Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Authority (MITA) has partnered with BITCO Insurance Companies  
to bring you the MITA Safety Group Dividend Plan. Together, we are pleased to bring this valuable membership 
benefit to all MITA members who meet BITCO’s underwriting requirements. The plan features a comprehensive 
insurance program that offers our members the potential of placing their insurance coverage with an insurance 
company rated “A+” by AM Best and that specializes in the types of operations our members engage in.  

BITCO has specialized in insurance programs for members of the commercial construction industry throughout  
the various ups and downs of the commercial insurance market and offers participants in the MITA Safety Group 
the opportunity to earn a portion of the premiums they pay for their insurance program back in the form of safety 
dividends. They supplement their specialized coverages by also affording you risk control and claims management 
services that help you potentially reduce the costs of your insurance programs.

Looking for a company you can expect to be with your business in the long run and provide you with the financial  
peace of mind that comes from being insured by a member of the Fortune 500 and one of the largest shareholder-
owned organizations in the United States in Old Republic General Insurance Group? Visit BITCO.com today to learn 
more and find an agent near you!

BITCO.com

* Individual dividends are paid on the 
basis of how much premium individual 
members contribute to the premium  
of the group as a whole over a 
set time frame. Dividends are not 
guaranteed. They must be approved 
by BITCO’S Board of Directors.

Indianapolis Branch Office
300 N. Meridian Street
Suite 920
Indianapolis, IN 46204
1-800-382-9991

Affiliated Local Unions of the

MICHIGAN STATE CONFERENCE of
PLASTERERS AND CEMENT MASONS

OPERATIVE PLASTERERS &
CEMENT MASONS LOCAL 514
Henry Williams, r 
1154 E. Lincoln Avenue
Madison Heights, MI 48071 
Phone: 248-548-0800
Fax: 248-548-0700

PLASTERERS & CEMENT
MASONS LOCAL 886
Kenneth M. Vierling, Sr., Business Manager
4652 Lewis Ave.
Toledo, OH 46312
Phone: 419-478-2652
Fax: 419-478-0208

Joseph Ciacchi, International Rep. 
Phone: 740-590-9827
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MITA STAFF LIST

ROB M. COPPERSMITH 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
robcoppersmith@thinkmita.org
Rob oversees all operations, staff and services at MITA. In his role as 
Executive VP, he implements policy based on his interaction with the 
MITA Board of Directors and membership. He prudently manages the 
organization’s resources within approved annual budget guidelines. 
Rob also oversees all of the services that are offered to MITA 
members.

LANCE T. BINONIEMI 
VP OF GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS
lancebinoniemi@thinkmita.org
Lance coordinates the political and legislative efforts for the 
association. Contact him regarding contributing to MITA’s 
Political Action Committee, talking points to use when meeting 
with legislators, and questions regarding MITA’s political strategy 
with federal, state and local officials, regulatory agencies and key 
policymakers.

RACHELLE VANDEVENTER P.E., 
VP OF ENGINEERING
rachellevandeventer@thinkmita.org
A licensed professional engineer, Rachelle provides professional 
expertise in many areas. Contact her regarding resolving construction 
issues related to publicly and privately funded projects, working 
with utility companies to minimize construction impacts and delays, 
advocating with other industry organizations, and issues related to 
MDOT, FHWA, USDOL, MDEQ and county/local agencies.

GLENN J. BUKOSKI P.E., 
ENGINEERING CONSULTANT
glennbukoski@thinkmita.org
A licensed professional engineer, Glenn brings to MITA over 49 years 
of transportation-related experience in the areas of construction, 
design, specifications, materials testing and research. Contact him with 
questions related to engineering, project administration, prevailing 
wage, competitive bidding or prompt pay, and issues regarding DBE’s, 
MDOT, and bridge operations.

JEREMIAH LEYBA, P.E., 
DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING
jeremiahleyba@thinkmita.org
Jeremiah Leyba is MITA’s newest staff member and, as Director of 
Engineering, is responsible for meeting the needs of MITA members 
in a wide variety of areas within the association and across the 
industry. As a licensed professional engineer in the state of Michigan, 
he will be responsible for supporting members with challenges related 
to construction specifications, field issues, various governmental rules 
and regulations, utility conflicts, and other technical matters.

GREG BROOKS 
DIRECTOR OF SAFETY & COMPLIANCE
gregbrooks@thinkmita.org
Greg’s certifications include Red Cross First Aid/CPR Trainer, and 
OSHA approved instructor for OSHA 10 and OSHA 30 courses. 
Contact him regarding job site inspections, safety training, MIOSHA 
appeals, compliance issues and utility locating issues.

DANIELLE R. COPPERSMITH 
MANAGER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND 
EVENTS
daniellecoppersmith@thinkmita.org
Danielle manages and organizes each of MITA’s many social, 
leadership and education events in addition to managing MITA’s 
quarterly magazine. Contact her regarding event registration and 
questions, MITA website technical issues, placing paid ads in the 
MITA weekly e-bulletins and articles, photos and ads for MITA’s 
magazine.

SARA J. SCHAIBLY 
MANAGER OF ACCOUNTING AND LABOR 
INFORMATION
saraschaibly@thinkmita.org
Contact Sara with questions related to accounts payable and 
receivable. Sara also handles wage rate updates and labor meeting 
notices.

MITA PHYSICAL ADDRESS: 2937 ATRIUM DR., SUITE 100, OKEMOS, MI 48864 
MITA MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 1640, OKEMOS, MI 48805-1640

MITA PHONE: (517) 347-8336
WEBSITE: www.thinkMITA.org • FACEBOOK: @thinkMITA • INSTAGRAM: @thinkMITA

FixMIState WEBSITE: www.fixmistate.org • FixMIState FACEBOOK: @FixMIState • FixMIState TWITTER: @FixMIState
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MITA’S SUICIDE
PREVENTION

EFFORT 
MITA and MIOSHA

working together to
prevent deaths in  the

construction industry.

This material was prepared under a Consultation Education and Training (CET) Grant awarded by the Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Administration (MIOSHA).
MIOSHA is part of the Michigan Department of Labor & Economic Opportunity (LEO). Points of view or opinions stated in this document do not necessarily reflect the view or

policies of LEO.

Jobsite PresentationsJobsite Presentations

Technical AssistanceTechnical Assistance

Disseminate Information at all Safety TrainingsDisseminate Information at all Safety Trainings

The goal is to provide training activities through:The goal is to provide training activities through:

The intended outcome is to saturate the industry about thisThe intended outcome is to saturate the industry about this

new initiative and the importance of mental health. Thesenew initiative and the importance of mental health. These

efforts will help to prevent self-inflicted fatalities.efforts will help to prevent self-inflicted fatalities.  

Be a step ahead and schedule your training today. Contact MITABe a step ahead and schedule your training today. Contact MITA

Safety Director, Greg Brooks at gregbrooks@thinkmita.org.Safety Director, Greg Brooks at gregbrooks@thinkmita.org.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MITA 2024 Calendar of Events
January
4 – 7   Ski Weekend, Boyne Mountain,  

Boyne Falls
8 – 11 OSHA 30 Training, MITA Office, Okemos
17 – 18  MITA Annual Conference, Soaring Eagle 

Casino and Resort , Mount Pleasant
29 – Feb 1 OSHA 30 Training, MITA Office, Okemos

March
2 – 9 Management Conference, Secrets 

Moxché, Playa Del Carmen, Mexico

June
6  MITA Western Golf Outing 

Boulder Creek, Grand Rapids

July
17  Metro Golf Outing, Twin Lakes Golf Club, 

Oakland
25 – 28 Summer Conference, Crystal Mountain, 

Thompsonville

August
22 Central Golf Outing, Eagle Eye,  

East Lansing

September
12 Northern Golf Outing, The Bear,  

Traverse City
25 MITA Wild Game Dinner,  

Palazzo Grande, Shelby Twp.

December
10 Western Holiday Party, The BOB,  

Grand Rapids
12 Metro Holiday Party, Somerset Inn, Troy
13 Central Holiday Party, Joe’s On Jolly, Okemosvisit thinkmita.org/events for the latest updates

1-800-FAST-OIL  

I N D U S T R I A L      A U T O M O T I V E  L U B R I C A N T S       D E F           

R O G E R S  C I T Y     M I L A N     S A G I N AW    S T U R G I S      W H E E L E R     W H I T M O R E  L A K E         
B AT T L E  C R E E K     B R I G H T O N     D E T R O I T     G R E E N V I L L E     I O N I A    J A C K S O N   M A N C H E S T E R           MICHIGAN: •

• • •
• •

• •

•
•&

•

 D I E S E L     G AS O L I N E     P R O PA N E    D U S T  C O N T R O L      

• ••

Corriganoil.com

•

•

•

Find a location near you!

“Treating customers like family since 1958”

OHIO:  T O L E D O       INDIANA:  M U N C I E  •  M O D O C  •  H O W E   
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