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Are you tired of reading about our 
efforts to secure stable, long-term 
funding for the industry? You should be. 
It is abhorrent to me that the condition 
of our roads doesn’t seem to be enough 
to convince at least the Senate that 
immediate action is needed. Many of them 
proclaim that this is not a priority. MITA 
polling indicates that an incredible 87% of 
voters believe long-term road funding is 
important. I can connect those dots, and 
I’m a simple man from Haslett. Electability 

Rob Coppersmith
robcoppersmith@thinkmita.org
517-347-8336

KITCHEN SINK TIME!

EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

Continued on page 8

will hinge on the importance of properly 
funding all infrastructure. When that 
happens, some of our legislators may get 
off their single-issue platforms and look at 
the state’s issues collectively. Fortunately, 
MITA has a strong PAC that works hard to 
ensure we are not forgotten.

Here’s the latest on our efforts!
Pothole Payback: A monthly contest 

from the MITA-sponsored Fix MI State 
campaign. Every month, Michiganders 

LEGAL SERVICES FOR THE
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY.

kotzsangster.com  |  Detroit ・ Bloomfield Hills

Jeff Sangster (313) 259-8655 Ed Boucher (313) 259-8582 Tim Dugan (248) 646-1058

WE BUILD CONFIDENCE.

YOU BUILD
INFRASTRUCTURE.

are forced to pay the price for the state’s 
crumbling infrastructure. From blown tires 
to bent rims, the real cost of Michigan’s 
potholes adds up fast. Through Pothole 
Payback, the Fix MI State campaign is 
giving drivers a platform to speak out—
and a chance to get compensated. 
Each month, Fix MI State will award five 
drivers up to $758 for the most impactful 
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734.947.9250 ILLINOIS  /  MICHIGAN  /  INDIANA  /  KENTUCKY

OEM Parts / Onsite Field 
Service Shop Service / Third 

Party Inspections / Crane 
Certifications PM Services / 

Equipment Rebuilds / Painting 
& Restoration

Boring and Jacking » 24"OD to 84"OD
Pipe Jacking » 42"ID to 144"ID
Tunneling » 42”ID to 144”ID
Microtunneling
Guided Tube Boring
Horizontal Directional Drilling

Scott 517.206.5423 (cell)
Tim 734.552.2667 (cell)
Fax 517.529.4504

Dick, Scott or Tim
517.529.9406

2535 Bader Road • Horton, Michigan 49246

MDOT, INDOT, ODOT Prequalified, Union

Your Trusted Name in 
Trenchless Excavation Since 1976
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Continued from page 6

Upgrade Your Fleet with Royal

Royal specializes in upfitting semi-trucks with
advanced hydraulic systems for:

Dump Trailers
Roll-off Trailers
Walking Floor Trailers
Removable Gooseneck Trailers
Any trailer with hydraulic rams

Heavy Duty Power Take Off (PTO) systems 
for all vocational applications: 

Hydraulic fluid systems
Bulk Pneumatic systems

      (Both systems on 1 truck if required)

Custom Accessories for Your Truck:
Strobe Lights
Headache Racks
Storage Boxes
Pick Up Ramps
Variety of Fender Options
Custom Graphics

248-773-3817

Customizing your truck is our passion and priority. Our Michigan
upfit centers deliver high-quality, tailored solutions.

www.royaltrailersales.com

pothole-related incidents reported across the state. Why $758? 
According to the 2024 TRIP report, that’s the average annual 
cost a Michigan driver pays in car repairs due to roads in poor 
condition. The state won’t pay to fix the roads, so we’re stepping 
in to help cover the cost. 

This promotion proves there is a cost to doing nothing! The 
winners will be announced and promoted via local news and 
media. It will help MITA churn the issue and gain a lot of earned 
media coverage. It also has a contact your senator component 
that takes individuals to the FixMiState site, and with a couple of 
simple clicks, you could be sending a Fund My Roads message 
to your elected officials.

Bad Roads Demand Big Solutions! Commercial targeted 
campaign with ads ranging from 15 -30 seconds. This is currently 
a 1M ad campaign (paid for by MITA and industry partners) 
that targets the road funding issue as a legislative problem. If 
needed, the ads can be updated to target individual senate 
members. Let’s hope we don’t need to.

Grass Roots - MITA regularly 
meets with and shares 
information among dozens 
of industry leaders, lobbyists 
connected to our industry, 
trade groups, chambers, and 

other associations to engage a broader audience around our 
shared challenges. We’ve also provided the MITA Board and 
its members with a comprehensive set of materials, including 
polling results, answers to common questions, and a request 
to contact and schedule meetings with their senators. The 
underlying theme tells your story and how the lack of funding 
impacts your business or will in the long run.

Media in General - MITA had amassed 14 pages full of links 
to news articles and interviews at the April Board meeting. An 
estimated 5M in earned media credit which simply means that’s 
what it would cost to pay for to garner that much attention. There 
will be no end to this, and we at MITA will continue to look for 
any and all opportunities to discuss our funding issue. Always 
remember what’s good for a contractor and their employees 
is AWESOME for Michigan.

In closing, our governor has been pushing the Senate to 
handle road funding by the summer break. Like many of our 
members, we feel that her support and pressure are the most 
effective way to reach legislators who are unwilling to tackle 
this issue and that we need her to do more pushing. Until a 
long-term funding solution is signed into law, there will be no 
rest, and I’m not sure what color hair comes after grey, but I 
will have it.  CS

Watch the ad here
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Premier Dealer for Heavy Duty Trailers

248-773-3816
www.royaltrailersales.com

Experience unparalleled service and expertise with Royal Truck & Utility Trailer. Equip your fleet with the
best in the business and conquer your heavy-duty jobs with confidence.

MAC TRAILERS
High-quality dump and flatbed trailers driven by
innovation.

PITTS TRAILERS
Expertly crafted for lowboy, heavy haul, and
forestry applications.

TALBERT TRAILERS
Known for robust lowboy, tag-along, and
specialized heavy haul trailers.

Contact us today to learn more about our top-of-the-line trailers and
find the perfect solution for your heavy-duty needs!

Six locations throughout the state of Michigan
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The road funding debate has been a political football in 
Michigan since the 1980s, and it might be at its worst currently. 
Under the leadership of House Speaker Matt Hall, the Republican-
controlled House has passed a $3.1B annual road funding plan. 
The Michigan Democratic Governor has proposed a $3B annual 
investment increase, but can’t convince the Democratically 
controlled Senate to move on anything of substance.

On March 19, the House passed its road funding plan in a 
bipartisan manner, which raises an additional $3.1B for Michigan 
roads and bridges. The revenues under the House plan come 
from a shift in the sales tax on motor fuel, which raises $1B, and 
a dedication of $2.2B from revenues derived from the Corporate 
Income Tax (CIT).

Under the House plan, money is distributed differently than 
the normal funding distribution the state has had since 1951. 
Under the current law, revenues are divided as such: 39% to 
MDOT, 39% to County Road Commissions and 22% to cities 
and villages. Under the House-passed road funding proposal, 
the sales tax swap revenues would go through the normal 
distribution formula, but the $2.2B raised from the CIT would 
be split the following way. 50% to county road commissions, 
40% to cities and villages, and then 10% to state trunkline roads. 
For clarification, this is all additional revenue. Current revenues 
from the gas tax and registration fees would continue to flow 
through the traditional funding formula. In addition, the House 
passed a separate measure that takes $375M from the corporate 
income tax and establishes the neighborhood roads fund, which 
would distribute that money annually to cities and townships 
in Michigan to fix neighborhood streets with no matching fund 
requirements.

Around the same timeframe, Governor Whitmer proposed her 
“MI Roads Ahead” plan, which would raise an additional $3B for 
roads and bridges. The Governor’s plan raises additional revenue 
through new sources, including an increase in the marijuana 
tax, digital advertising taxes, potential corporate income tax 
increases, redistributing $500M from corporate incentives, and 

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

ROAD FUNDING 
STAND-OFF

the sales tax swap the House plan includes. Her proposal also 
changes the way money is redistributed and would put more 
emphasis on funding our local transportation network.

Having two of the three leaders on similar pages is very 
positive for our success. The two proposals agree on half of 
the revenues they raise. Both proposals suggest making sure 
all revenues from motor fuel taxes go towards maintaining and 
building our transportation network and redistributing at least 
$500M from corporate incentives.

Meanwhile, Senate Democrats don’t believe that properly 
funding roads and bridges in Michigan is a priority. There is no 
proposal from the Senate, no conversations with the House, or 
a counter-recommendation on how to raise revenues. Senate 
Democrats are concerned that the House plan would put 
the state at financial risk and require the state to cut several 
programs.

The issue will likely run alongside the budget negotiations. 
Constitutionally, the budget isn’t required to be finalized until 
October 1 each year. However, there is a statute that requires 
the legislature to finalize a budget by July 1. House Republicans 
don’t feel an obligation to finalize the budget until the fall, but 
would like to work on their roads package before then. Senate 
Democrats would like the two to run side by side, arguing that 
they cannot pass a budget without knowing where potential cuts 
need to be made to add additional revenue for roads.

We continue to encourage the Senate to come to the 
negotiating table and hammer out a long-term funding solution. 
Part of that push is through a media campaign that our members 
will see front and center throughout the summer. In addition, 
constant contact with individual Senators and staff is occurring 
from MITA staff and members. I encourage everyone to reach 
out to their elected officials, especially the Senate, and let 
them know what the impact of doing nothing will have on 
your business. You can easily look up your Senator by going to  
www.senate.michigan.gov.  CS

Lance Binoniemi
lancebinoniemi@thinkmita.org
517-347-8336
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Name Company Amount

George Verscheure* C. A. Hull Co., Inc. $110.00 
Ken Wolverton* Give 'Em A Break Safety $50.00 
Jeff Irvin* Action Traffic Maintenance, Inc. $125.00 
Robert Hentkowski Dan's Excavating, Inc. $500.00 
Joe Goodall Dan's Excavating, Inc. $500.00 
Dennis Rozanski Dan's Excavating, Inc. $500.00 
James Doescher Dan's Excavating, Inc. $1,000.00 
Patty Meyer* $25.00 
Justin Peyerk Dan's Excavating, Inc. $2,500.00 
Chris Woolley* C. A. Hull Co., Inc. $50.00 
Will Morrison* Give 'Em A Brake Safety $50.00 
Jack R Dykstra II Dykstra Realty 1, LLC $1,000.00 
Timothy Peake* Action Traffic Maintenance, Inc. $125.00 
Michael Kalin* Kalin Construction Company $100.00 
Brian Mayer* Ajax Paving Industries $50.00 
Gerald Kalin* Kalin Construction Company $250.00 
Jay Desai* C. A. Hull Co., Inc. $85.00 
Dave Terbeek AIS Constrution Equipment $1,000.00 
Jennifer Slater* Action Traffic Maintenance, Inc. $50.00 
Ron Acciavatti Pamar Enterprises Inc. $2,500.00 
Tom Rizor Hoffman Bros., Inc. $2,500.00 
Jeff McConnell Mid Michigan Materials $500.00 
Jeremy Wallender Give 'Em A Brake Safety $100.00 
Jennifer Slater* Action Traffic Maintenance, Inc. $50.00 
Dan Eriksson Hoffman Bros., Inc. $10,000.00 
Chaz McCullah* Angelo Iafrate Construction Company $100.00 
Gerald Kalin* Kalin Construction Company $500.00 
Don Timmer Timmer Construction Company $2,500.00 
Lynn Harmala Lawrence M Clarke, Inc. $1,000.00 
Scott Bazinet Lowe Construction $8,000.00 
Lori Adkins GM & Sons, Inc. $200.00 
Kurk Schweitzer GM & Sons, Inc. $250.00 
Robert Wilson Mid-Michigan Materials $2,500.00 
William Rizor Hoffman Brothers, Inc. $3,000.00 
Douglas Kaltz MUE, Inc $1,000.00 
Jeffrey MacDermaid Give 'Em A Brake Safety $100.00 
John Zito Zito Construction Co. $1,000.00 
Mark Campbell GM & Sons, Inc. $250.00 
Mike Malloure C. A. Hull Co., Inc. $15,000.00 
Hugo Gallegos GM & Sons, Inc. $1,000.00 
Sean Roarty Ajax Paving Industries $250.00 
Bryant Moorman Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Hugh R Luedtke Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
Leo Remijan, Jr Ajax Paving Industries $250.00 
Pamela Switek Ajax Paving Industries $2,000.00 
Yvonne Kur Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Dave Marshall Ajax Paving Industries $2,000.00 
John Stevens Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
Michael & Mary Ann Podsiad Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Donald Capeling Ajax Paving Industries $250.00 
Brandon Fuller Ajax Paving Industries $100.00 
Ryan Belanger Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
David Grabowski Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Tye Tignanelli Ajax Paving Industries $2,000.00 
David Cowper Ajax Paving Industries $2,000.00 
Alex Vasquez Ajax Paving Industries $750.00 
Richard Poe Ajax Paving Industries $250.00 
Jason Tapani Ajax Paving Industries $300.00 
Sam Bishop Ajax Paving Industries $100.00 
Shawn Dice Ajax Paving Industries $300.00 
Tim Hay Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Christine Poe Ajax Paving Industries $2,000.00 

PAC UPDATE  SUMMER 2025
Be a part of the solution! Last year, the MITA PAC raised over $500k and propelled MITA into the limelight in Lansing. To be 

effective with our legislative efforts, we need to maintain the momentum. We’ve got the legislature’s attention…. now we need 
to keep it!

But more importantly, the dollars raised allowed for epic pre-election spending last September, putting our and the state’s 
funding issues on every lawmaker’s radar.

A big thank you to those of you who donated!  CS
Name Company Amount

Stephany Dalpra Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
Paul Resky Ajax Paving Industries $300.00 
Paul Selesky Ajax Paving Industries $2,000.00 
Jenny Johnston Ajax Paving Industries $300.00 
Jenefer Bashawaty Ajax Paving Industries $250.00 
Dan David Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
Kathleen Anderson Ajax Paving Industries $1,500.00 
Bashar Yohan Ajax Paving Industries $250.00 
Ben Kohler Ajax Paving Industries $750.00 
Sandra McMillan Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
Brian Borich Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
John Duc Nguyen Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
Jeff Robinson Ajax Paving Industries $1,000.00 
Patrick Wagoner Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Sean Friel Ajax Paving Industries $100.00 
Robert Liddell Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Jeff Ardelean Ajax Paving Industries $1,000.00 
Christina O'Brien Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
Yousif Khamis Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
Ean Ridley Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
Nick Stockwell Ajax Paving Industries $300.00 
Josh Matuzak Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Michael Connelly, Jr. Ajax Paving Industries $300.00 
Jerimah Wallace Ajax Paving Industries $100.00 
Alexander C Poe Ajax Paving Industries $2,000.00 
Philip Schuck Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Mark Johnston Ajax Paving Industries $10,000.00 
Rob Griggs Ajax Paving Industries $300.00 
Matt Payne Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Rebecca Tchorz Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Janet Johnson Ajax Paving Industries $100.00 
Jerry Johnson Ajax Paving Industries $100.00 
Tyler Grabowski Ajax Paving Industries $100.00 
Patrick O'Connor Ajax Paving Industries $20.00 
Nick Schroeder Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Stephen Dargis Ajax Paving Industries $650.00 
Chris Mondon Ajax Paving Industries $1,200.00 
Jared C. Quick Ajax Paving Industries $300.00 
Michael Reardon Ajax Paving Industries $100.00 
Dylan Rakoczy Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
Pete Mann Ajax Paving Industries $500.00 
Allan Isaac Ajax Paving Industries $300.00 
Chris Edwards Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
Ryan Crowley Ajax Paving Industries $150.00 
Kelly Schwall Ajax Paving Industries $1,000.00 
Tanner Jeska Ajax Paving Industries $250.00 
Justin McLachlan Ajax Paving Industries $300.00 
Jonathon Fielden Ajax Paving Industries $200.00 
Jason B Beem Ajax Paving Industries $2,000.00 
Ricky Gallegos GM & Sons, Inc. $250.00 
Marcy Adkins GM & Sons, Inc. $50.00 
Mike Campbell GM & Sons, Inc. $250.00 
Pete VandenBos Pete's Contracting, Inc. $1,000.00 
Toni VandenBos Pete's Contracting, Inc. $1,000.00 
Mike Peake Action Traffic Maintenance, Inc. $2,500.00 
Gabriel Mercado GM & Sons, Inc. $30.00 
Eric Walbert GM & Sons, Inc. $250.00 
Josue Orozco GM & Sons, Inc. $50.00 
Donna Enyart* Ajax Paving Industries $100.00 
Jason Pestridge Ajax Paving Industries $100.00 
Ryan O'Donnell Anlaan Corporation $12,000.00 
Nick Baker Anlaan Corporation $12,000.00 
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ARE YOU AN ISSUES DONOR OR 
INDUSTRY SUPPORTER?

I’m hoping for the latter when it comes to supporting the 
MITA PAC. Last year, the PAC raised a record amount, which 
I am sure partly due to the moment our industry had heading 
into the lame-duck session and the hope for funding it brought. 
We all know how that ended, and our industry doesn’t have the 
luxury of getting stuck in that moment. The clock is ticking hard 
for a funding solution, and continued PAC support is needed.

The reality is that the dollars raised certainly played a role 
in the 3.1B House-passed road funding package of bills. Your 
efforts have kept our issues alive and at the forefront in Lansing! 
The clout the MITA PAC brings to the industry is impressive. It 
is opening doors on both sides of the aisle in an impactful way. 
The MITA PAC plays a crucial role in advocating for the interests 
of our state and industry, and for those of you who have already 
donated, MITA thanks you!

It won’t always be just about road funding. MITA is involved 
with clean water groups concerned about our drinking water 
and regularly engages in issues impacting our industry. We 
have an epic election cycle headed our way that includes a 
Governor’s Race, a U.S. Senate race and control over the state 

House and Senate! For MITA to be successful legislatively, we 
need what we’ve been asking for: long-term, stable funding! 
It’s the difference between being relevant rather than a crier 
on single issues.

Do you know that feeling when you show up at a party and 
realize you were supposed to bring a gift? Having a weak PAC 
is very similar in nature. MITA, your voice, relies heavily on the 
generosity of individuals like you to continue our important 
work. Plain and simple, dollars equal power.

Our philosophy is working and more donations from upper 
and middle management industry professionals has been critical 
to our success. Every contribution, regardless of size, makes 
a difference. Your support is greatly appreciated and helps 
us achieve our shared goals. Don’t forget the PAC can take 
donations from a related LLC!

Thank you for your consideration and generosity. There are 
many ways to give, and the most challenging part, is just getting 
started.

Rob

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the MITA PAC this 
year. The money raised will be spent judiciously with input from the 
MITA PAC Board and also the entire MITA Board of Directors.

MITA PAC funds are given to political candidates who support 
initiatives that are important to the heavy highway/underground industry 

and to combat those candidates who are against our goal of long-term, 
sustainable infrastructure funding. The more these funds are targeted to the 

right candidates, the more our industry will thrive.  

If you have any questions about how your PAC contributions are being spent, 
feel free to email MITA’s Executive Vice President Rob Coppersmith 
(robcoppersmith@thinkmita.org), or MITA’s Vice President of Government 
A�airs Lance Binoniemi (lancebinoniemi@thinkmita.org).

Long-Term Sustainable Funding Campaign 20255
The MITA Political Action Committee (PAC) is a strong contributor to the overall political voice of 
Michigan’s heavy construction industry. MITA PAC is the most e�ective tool our industry has to 
support candidates who will fight in favor of contractors in the Michigan legislature. Your 
personal financial support of the MITA PAC gives all of us who care about the future of heavy 
construction the opportunity to have a strong influence in the political process.
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866.MERSINO | WWW.MERSINO.COM

DEWATERING
BYPASS PUMPING

ONE-PASS TRENCHING
POWER GENERATION

24 HOURS | 7 DAYS A WEEK | 365 SERVICE

Mersino is the premier full-service solution for your
groundwater control and pumping needs. 
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LEGISLATIVE Q & A

Continued on page 16

Q: How has your variety of experiences, in and out of 
Government, helped you in your role?

A: When I first came to the Capitol, I chaired the Oversight and 
Tax Policy committees. In that role, I took a very critical eye 
at government spending and state programs to make sure 
the people of my community got the results they deserved 
and value for their tax dollars. We’re not getting that with our 
roads from state government. People pay a lot of money, but 
the problem persists year after year. Now I’m the Speaker 
of the House, and we are pushing major transparency and 
accountability reforms. We are holding state government’s 
feet to the fire to get better results. And we finally passed 
a real road funding plan after a decade of empty promises. 
If we’re going to fix the roads, fix them correctly, and do it 
without unnecessary new tax hikes, our state government 
is going to need to do a much better job than it has been. 
That’s where experience digging into the facts and fighting 
for better value comes in.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE: 
MATT HALL

Q: What are you most proud of in your first two terms as a 
state legislator?

A: We just passed a historic $3.1 billion road funding plan, 
which directly tackles Michigan’s most pressing infrastructure 
challenges. Everyone has made promises about fixing the 
roads for years, but nobody else can get it done, even 
though everyone wants a solution. Everyone in Michigan is 
sick and tired of hitting these potholes and swerving to avoid 
chunks of concrete, but nobody can get votes for a plan or 
even introduce one. But I took on the special interests and 
built a plan that works – that’s why we got it done. We even 
got bipartisan support for it on the House floor, and the 
governor publicly endorsed major parts of it. That’s a big win 
that just happened last month. I’m also very happy about the 
success we’ve had increasing transparency in government 
with the Hall Ethics and Accountability Transparency (HEAT) 
plan. We made earmarks public, shut down the legislator 
to lobbyist pipeline, created a powerful new Oversight 
committee, and banned secret backroom deals for corporate 
welfare. Those are the sorts of things everyone at the Capitol 
says you can’t do, but we did it.

Speaker of the House, Matt Hall (middle) and Lance Binoniemi (right), listen as AnLaan’s Preisdent, Ryan O’Donnell 
(left) explains the scope of construction on 94.
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Q: What legislative priorities do you have for the 2025–2026 
legislative cycle?

A: Our top priorities for the 2025–2026 legislative term are 
clear. First, we are finally fixing Michigan’s roads, bridges, 
and underground water infrastructure. Our bipartisan $3.1 
billion road plan is the only real plan on the table. It would fix 
our roads and do it without tax hikes. We are also advancing 
policies that strengthen our schools and give every student 
access to quality education and resources with new, real-
world course options and science-backed reading classes. 
And we are enhancing public safety with the Public Safety 
Trust Fund to invest in our local police to fight crime and stop 
drug trafficking. We also put a stop to all the anti-police and 
pro-criminal bills of the past two years, finally putting victims 
and families first in our state. Those are the issues we told 
the state we would prioritize when we ran for office last fall, 
and those are issues we are making a priority now that the 
people have trusted us to lead. The House Republicans know 
that making progress in these critical areas will lead to safer 
communities, reliable infrastructure, and greater opportunities 
for success for every Michigander.

Q: House Republicans, under your leadership, passed a $3.1B 
road funding plan earlier this year. What do you believe 
the Senate will do with the House plan?

A: Michigan’s roads and bridges are falling apart. It’s been almost 
a decade since the last real road funding plan. Our plan 
passed with strong bipartisan support. And the governor has 
already endorsed about half of our plan. With all of that, I 
would think the Senate would vote on it ASAP and let our road 
builders finally start filling these potholes. But unfortunately, 
they are choosing a different route. They held a hearing where 
they claimed we didn’t really need that much road funding, 
and then they passed a budget that included no new funding 
for roads. That’s the wrong path, and it’s out of touch with 
the needs of our state. I’m going to keep working with the 
governor to try to get the Senate on board with our plan and 
do what we can to fix this long-term problem.

Q: Looking into the future, what changes, if any, would you 
make in the way we fund our infrastructure in Michigan?

A: People hate when they pay a lot in taxes, and they see basic 
services falling apart. Even worse, they don’t know where 
their money goes – they just know it doesn’t end up where 
it should. That’s why my plan puts all of the taxes paid at the 
pump toward road and bridge repairs, instead of divvying it 
up between a bunch of different things. We need to make 
things clearer and simpler to understand. That’s good for 
people who want to know where their money goes, and it 
makes government more transparent and accountable when 
their basic functions aren’t getting done. Under this plan, 
we will all know where the road funding is going and why it 
isn’t working.

Q: What has been your reaction to the public’s calls for 
increased underground infrastructure investment in 
Michigan?

A: That’s a big part of people’s frustration. We pay a lot of 
money in taxes for our roads, we have to deal with constant 
construction hassles for years on end, and then the roads and 
highways still flood every time it rains. We don’t just need 
to fix our roads – we need to fix our crumbling bridges and 
the sewer and storm drain systems that have been letting 
us down for years. For the communities that keep dealing 
with flooded homes and washed out streets, investing in 
water and sewer infrastructure is not optional—it is essential.

Q: What lessons, if any, can we learn from Flint and Benton 
Harbor’s water crises?

A: Those situations show the severe consequences of neglecting 
oversight and delaying responsiveness. The local, state, 
and federal governments let those communities down, and 
politicians are still trying to figure out how to respond and 
prevent the next disaster. That’s not right. And that’s why I 
am leading the way with the Hall Ethics Accountability and 
Transparency (HEAT) Plan. I support much more transparent 
government programs, infrastructure funding that comes with 
accountability, and increased public scrutiny on handpicked 
government projects. We all deserve more accountability 
and transparency, especially when our families’ health and 
safety are on the line.

Q: What are your thoughts or comments on your relationship 
with MITA and the heavy construction industry?

A: We’re on the same page when it comes to fixing Michigan’s 
outdated and aging infrastructure. It needs to get done, and it 
needs to get done now. This is a top priority for your members, 
for me, and for everyone who lives in Michigan and has to drive 
on our roads. Too many families have to plan trips to the doctor 
around a closed and unsafe bridge. Too many parents have 
to take time off work to get a tire fixed because of a pothole. 
And too many homeowners have to file insurance claims when 
their basement or garage floods after a rainstorm. We need to 
get this stuff fixed now. MITA has been helpful in getting that 
done by providing a lot of the expertise, history, and facts and 
figures that we all use at the Capitol to understand this issue 
and how to address it. I would encourage everyone to keep 
reaching out to your local legislator and keep that dialogue 
going so that we are all ready to act.

Q: How can our MITA members better advocate for their 
industry and encourage the Legislature to act on 
increased investment for our infrastructure?

A: MITA did some great work getting the word out about our 
bipartisan roads plan and the need to get this done. That’s 
helpful, moving the ball forward and making sure the entire 
state knows what options are out there. Hopefully, those 
conversations are helpful in moving the state Senate to act, 

Continued from page 14

Continued on page 58
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STATE PREVAILING 
WAGE - STATE 
PROJECT 
REGISTRATION

State prevailing wage is back in full effect, now with some 
new requirements to keep us all on our toes. Act 10 of 2023, 
the act which reinstated state prevailing wage, was amended in 
July of 2024 to include language for a state project registration 
requirement. Contractors and subcontractors looking to bid 
or perform work on state-funded projects must now obtain 
and renew their state project registration every year to stay in 
the game. The title of this new requirement may throw some 
off, but it’s simply an annual contractor registration tied to the 
contractor, not any one project. 

In early discussions with Michigan’s Department of Labor & 
Economic Opportunity (LEO), MITA asked about the timeline 
for registration implementation and if it would be tied to its 
new requirement for tracking certified payrolls through an 
online database. MITA was told that there was no timeline 
associated with when the registration piece of the act would 
be implemented, but that it would be based on actions by the 
legislature. The department also stated it has until March of 
2026 to have its online databases and payroll tracking systems 
in place, which is reflected in the act. 

Through a bit of luck in early April, MITA staff got wind that 
LEO was already getting ready to implement the registration 
process. LEO did not have any plans to formally communicate 

that the registration system was going to be up and running by 
the end of that same week; they stated that it would be up to 
the letting agencies to inform. 

The department originally thought it might have until March 
of 2026 to get the registration piece in place, but according to 
the attorney general’s office, it needed to go into effect in early 
April of 2025. This left the department with about a month to get 
something implemented. It is safe to say that many important 
details were not considered during the rollout. 

Some of the details are out of LEO’s control, like having 
an application with specific information and having a fee to 
implement the act. But other details are more ambiguous, and 
LEO can affect major aspects of the bidding process if they 
choose to implement things in a restrictive manner. One detail 
would be the implementation of a hard deadline. The act outlines 
that the commissioner shall establish a renewal date for the 
annual registration, but it doesn’t say this date needs to be 
a fence; in fact, the same paragraph outlines the option for 
prorated fees, indicating the possibility for registration to occur 
throughout the year. A hard deadline would be detrimental to 
the bidding process for state-funded projects, as it would shrink 
the pool of eligible bidders based on nothing more than some 
interested parties missing an arbitrary date in the past. 

The fee amount can also act as a barrier to bidders on state-
funded projects, particularly for subcontractors on smaller jobs. 
While writing this, the fee is stated to be $500.00, for a smaller 
sub whose line item may only be a few thousand dollars, this 
can represent a substantial percentage of their overall number. 
The “just add it to the bid” mindset doesn’t lend itself to the 
line items and subcontractors that this will impact most. That 
added resistance might be enough to push a subcontractor to 
choose to service a different project rather than eat the cost 
of the registration fee. Compound this atop a shrinking pool 
of available subcontractors in crucial areas, and state-funded 
projects will soon see fewer bidders overall and higher numbers 
at the end of the day.  CS

Jeremiah Leyba, P.E.
jeremiahleyba@thinkmita.org
517-347-8336

ENGINEERING
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1-888-CAT-RENT www.MichiganCAT.com

Grand Rapids
7700 Caterpillar Ct.

Grand Rapids, MI 49548
(616) 827-8000

Kalamazoo
5140 Meredith St.
Portage, MI 49002

(269) 383-7880

Kalkaska
3990 U.S. Highway 131

Kalkaska, MI 49646
(231) 258-8265

Lansing
7650 Millet Hwy.

Lansing, MI 48917
(517) 699-4800

Macomb
12550 23 Mile Road

Shelby Twp, MI 48315
(586) 997-5300

Metro South
19500 Dix-Toledo Hwy.

Brownstown Twp, MI 48183
(734) 479-5800

Novi
24800 Novi Road
Novi, MI 48375
(248) 349-4800

Power Systems
25000 Novi Road
Novi, MI 48375
(248) 349-7050

Saginaw
3141 Wolf Road

Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 752-7300

Ann Arbor
6900 Whitmore Lake Rd

Whitmore Lake, MI 48189
(Coming Soon)

Byron Center
6190 Clyde Park Ave SW
Byron Center, MI 49315

(616)-530-2233

Detroit
4005 W. Fort St.

Detroit, MI 48209
(313) 395-2621

Big Rapids
123 N. DeKrafft Ave

Big Rapids, MI 49307
(231) 598-9509

Kalamazoo
144 N. 33rd St.

Galesburg, MI 49053
(269) 665-7608

Lansing
2100 S. Canal Rd

Lansing, MI 48917
(517) 394-2233

Macomb
17171 23 Mile Rd

Macomb, MI 48042
(586) 786-4606

Metro South
21625 W. Sibley Ct.

Brownstown, MI 48193
(734) 225-2292

Midland
3229 S. Saginaw Rd
Midland, MI 48640

(989) 496-7511

Wixom
52700 Pontiac Trail
Wixom, MI 48393

(248) 714-8300

Traverse City
4195 Meadow Lane Drive

Traverse City, MI 49685
(231) 932-2255

Niles
2147 S. 11th St.
Niles, MI 49120
(269) 262-4600
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SAFETY DIRECTOR COMMENT

STATE OF MICHIGAN IMPLEMENTS 
NEW PENALTY STRUCTURE FOR 
ASBESTOS-RELATED FINES

Per Public Act 17 of 2024, Amended, asbestos-related 
violations shall not reduce civil penalties by more than a total 
of 95% or by more than the corresponding percentage for each 
of the following:

a.	 In considering the size of the business, 70%
b.	In considering the good-faith efforts of the employer, 25%
c.	 In considering the history of previous citations, 10%
As an example, under the new penalty system for a gravity-

based penalty (GBP), if a contractor were to be cited for a 
serious violation for $7,000, the contractor would only be able 
to appeal up to 95% of that penalty, or $6,650, for a reduction 
of $350. Previously, contractors could appeal up to 80% of 
a GBP for $5,600 or a reduction of $1,400. Along with the 
new penalty structure, this increases the duration of asbestos-
related violations to 5 years from the standard 3-year duration 
in construction.

This new fine structure is a great reminder and incentive 
to stay compliant when performing any work with asbestos-
containing materials or presumed asbestos-containing materials 
on job sites, and always to keep worker safety in mind. In 
addition to this new structure, be sure to perform a NESHAP 

Greg Brooks
gregbrooks@thinkmita.org
517-347-8336

(National Emission Standard for Hazardous Air Pollutants) survey, 
commonly known as an asbestos or materials survey. This survey 
must be completed before any demolition or renovation work 
for any structures, buildings, or installations. Some of our most 
cited member violations for asbestos are not having a NESHAP 
survey done and working with or removing asbestos pipe for 
underground utility work. It is also a great reminder that when 
working with asbestos, Michigan OSHA and Michigan EPA, 
or EGLE (Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy) division, can 
govern, regulate, and cite any work with asbestos-containing 
materials that may be out of compliance.

In addition to NESHAP surveys, if asbestos is determined to 
be present on a job site, be sure to have a respiratory protection 
program for workers, air monitoring for any employee working 
with asbestos, proper decontamination procedures, protective 
clothing, and work area regulation, along with appropriate 
medical surveillance. If you decide to work with or abate any 
asbestos on the job site, you must be properly trained and 
accredited through Michigan’s asbestos program. 

Continued on page 58

Greg Brooks, Director of Safety & Compliance 
& Matt Moody, Safety Coordinator

PUBLIC ACT 17 – 4185 - IMPLEMENTATION 
DATE – MARCH 12, 2024

Matt Moody
mattmoody@thinkmita.org
517-347-8336

Public Act 17 of 2024
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FATAL FOUR FALLS

CONSTRUCTION’S

Did you know? The Fatal Four—falls,
struck-by incidents, electrocutions,
and caught-in/between hazards—are
responsible for over half of
construction-related deaths each
year. MITA is here to help you stay
safe with essential training.

Learn the leading causes of
construction injuries and how to
prevent them.

Prioritize safety and contact MITA's
safety director, Greg Brooks, to book
your training.

Training is made possible by a grant from MIOSHA

gregbrooks@thinkmita.org

STRUCK BY

CAUGHT/BETWEEN

ELECTROCUTION

Protect Yourself on the Job
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SPOTLIGHT ON SAFETY

MORE HANDS, MORE HELP: 
GROWING MITA’S SAFETY 
SERVICES

MITA is proud to announce an exciting addition to its safety 
team: Matt Moody, who officially joined the organization in April, 
has nearly a decade of specialized experience as an Industrial 
Hygiene Specialist, and brings a wealth of expertise to the 
team—particularly in the critical areas of silica, lead, and asbestos 
safety. His background in industrial hygiene not only strengthens 
MITA’s safety capabilities but also enhances the support we can 
offer our members throughout the state.

Matt’s arrival marks an important step in the ongoing 
expansion of MITA’s safety services. His deep understanding 
of hazardous materials and regulatory compliance will play a 
key role in helping members navigate increasingly complex 
workplace safety requirements. Whether it’s conducting on-site 
assessments, advising on mitigation strategies, or providing 

targeted training, Matt’s insight will be a significant asset to 
our members.

MITA continues to demonstrate its commitment to workplace 
safety through measurable action. In Fiscal Year 2024 alone, 
our safety program delivered more than 14,000 man-hours of 
effective safety training and completed over 30 on-site hazard 
analysis visits across the state. With Matt now on board, we are 
confident in our ability to grow these efforts and reach even 
more job sites with comprehensive safety support, aiding in 
keeping our members safe and compliant.

Please join us in welcoming Matt Moody to the MITA team. His 
presence will help ensure that our members continue to receive 
the highest level of safety education, service, and support today 
and into the future.  CS 
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BRIDGE & SUPPLY COMPANY

CORRUGATED STEEL PIPE

DETENTION SYSTEMS

GEOTEXTILE FABRICS

400 Stoney Creek Drive
Sandusky, MI 48471

810-648-3000
Fax: 810-648-3549

www.jensenbridge.com

SANDUSKY

Contractor's
Liability

Construction
Bonds

Builder's 
Risk

Workers
Compensation

CORE KNOWS 
CONSTRUCTION
With over 30 specialized markets,
Core can do what other agents
can't. Our expert construction
team is ready to handle everything
from key coverages to complex
bonds, all under one roof. 
Let us show you the Core
Construction difference. 

CONTACT US FOR A QUOTE

(248) 847 - CORE (2673)

coreinsured.com

50787 Corporate Drive, Shelby
Township, MI 48315

service@coreinsured.com

Contractors Insurance Bonds Pension Plans
Group Health & Life

Staff of 40 to provide “Service with Zervos”

Gus E. Zervos
Steve M. Zervos

Michael G. Zervos
Joe Zubor

Ryan Dudek
John O’Connell

24724 Farmbrook Rd. P.O. Box 2067
Southfield, Michigan 48037-2067

(248) 355-4411 • www.zervosgroup.com
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ASSOCIATE  MEMBER PROFILE

NKE Safety Apparel

CONTACT INFORMATION

WEBSITE

SOCIAL MEDIA:

ADDRESS

THE KEY TO OUR SUCCESS

16616 Chandler Rd, East Lansing, MI 48823

What sets NKE apart is our relentless focus on 
the people — both those who wear our gear and 
those who build it. Our team is driven by a shared 
mission to innovate for comfort, protect with 
purpose, and support the needs of workers across 
all industries. Our promise is simple: Work Safe, 
Home Safe, Play Safe.

https://www.nkesafetyapparel.com/

Facebook: @NKESafetyApparel
Instagram: @NKESafetyApparel
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/company/ nke-safety-apparel

Todd Weston, Founder & CEO 
Email: todd.weston@nkesafetyapparel.com

Jeremy Britton, Sales Manager, MITA Account 
Manager 
Email: jeremy.britton@nkesafetyapparel.com

Traci Schulz, Operation Manager 
Email: traci@nkesafetyapparel.com

Rick Gatlin, National Sales Manager 
Email: rick.gatlin@nkesafetyapparel.com

Mission Statement

Our mission is to redefine 
how safety workwear is 

traditionally perceived by 
marrying quality, design, and 

comfort with affordability—
empowering every worker to 
wear protective apparel with 

confidence and pride.
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Founded in 2020, NKE Safety Apparel is a purpose-driven 
American workwear brand redefining how safety gear is 
designed, worn, and experienced. Headquartered in East 
Lansing, Michigan, and rapidly expanding nationwide, NKE is 
on a mission to build the leading Fire Resistant (FR) brand in the 
U.S. market—delivering high-performance safety apparel that 
seamlessly blends design, comfort, compliance, and affordability.

In its early years, NKE launched its initial product lines 
centered on High-Visibility (Hi-Vis) garments. Recognizing the 
growing need for advanced protection, the company quickly 
expanded into FR clothing, offering a full range of products 
tested to meet stringent safety standards.

Despite the challenges presented by the global pandemic 
and supply chain disruptions, NKE maintained steady growth by 
prioritizing innovation, customer feedback, and quality. In 2024, 
the company reached a major milestone with the opening of 
a new Distribution Center in Texas, significantly enhancing its 
logistical capabilities and positioning itself for broader national 
reach. Alongside this, NKE expanded its sales team to strengthen 
support across key U.S. regions.

Today, NKE continues its mission to lead the safety apparel 
industry by reshaping how protective workwear is designed, 
worn, and experienced—delivering products that seamlessly 
blend functionality, comfort, style and affordability under its 
motto, “Work Safe. Home Safe. Play Safe.”

Continued on page 26
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Q: What is your unique selling point?
A: Our unique selling point lies in our ability to deliver 

superior-quality safety apparel at highly competitive prices — 
without compromising on performance, compliance, or comfort. 
We are committed to making high-performance, comfortable 
garments truly affordable, enabling more workers to stay safer 
and more comfortable on the job. Each product is thoughtfully 
engineered to balance functionality, durability, and wearability 
— guided by real feedback from workers in the field.

With both our headquarters and distribution 
center based in Michigan, we’re well-
positioned to serve MITA members with fast, 
responsive support. Through meticulous 
craftsmanship, relentless effort, and 
a deep sense of responsibility, 
we ensure that every garment 
we produce helps protect 
workers and send them work 
and home safely. By bridging 
quality, affordability, comfort, 
and purpose, NKE offers a safety 
solution that truly stands apart.

Q: Which products or services are you most proud of?
A: At NKE, we take pride in our expanding line of Flame-

Retardant (FR) garments — especially our New “Patriot 
Edition” series, designed to celebrate and protect American 
workers. The standouts Eagle Navy and Black Flag FR Knit 
Shirt (Style No. NKCNT-2002P) features patriotic graphics 
on the back and is made from 100% cotton interlock fabric, 
offering both softness and durability. Available in black, navy, 
and burgundy, these shirts balance rugged protection with 
everyday comfort.

Continued from page 25
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As a Michigan-based company, we are proud to support 
the local workforce not just with industry-leading products, 
but with personalized service and fast, reliable delivery. Our 
headquarters and distribution center are both located in-
state, enabling us to be highly responsive to the needs of 
MITA members. Unlike larger national brands, we are able 
to prioritize real partnerships — offering flexible ordering, 
knowledgeable customer support, and a dedicated sales 
team focused specifically on Michigan’s infrastructure and 
construction sectors. When you work with NKE, you’re not 
just a number — you’re part of a community we proudly 
serve and stand behind.

Q: What would you like MITA members to know about 
your company?

A: At NKE Safety Apparel, we are more than a supplier 
— we are a committed partner to the infrastructure and 
construction communities that drive Michigan forward. As a 
Michigan-based company, we understand the unique needs 
of MITA members and are proud to offer personalized service, 
reliable stock, and fast delivery from our local headquarters 
and distribution center. Our team is dedicated to making 
high-quality, comfortable safety apparel accessible for every 
worker, helping crews stay protected, work athletically, and 
take pride in what they wear. 

Q: How has your MITA membership benefited your 
business?

Since joining MITA three years ago, we have had the 
privilege of connecting with many new customers and 
participating in numerous MITA events throughout the 
year. These experiences have allowed us to build strong 
professional and personal relationships with both MITA 
members and the MITA management team. We sincerely 
appreciate the opportunities the association has provided 
and are excited to continue supporting MITA members as 
part of your trusted safety apparel supply chain.

With a dedicated distribution center located in Michigan, 
NKE is uniquely positioned to offer fast, reliable shipping 
and customized solutions — including adding your company 
logos to your favorite NKE products.

NKE believes in and wants to thank its team members 
first and foremost, they reflect and drive and our core 
collective; “Effort and Enthusiasm” in customer service 
from our team of dedicated professionals, to your team of 
dedicated professionals.

As we begin celebrating our 5th anniversary, NKE Safety 
Apparel would like to extend our sincere thanks to all of our 
customers and vendor partners — especially the MITA members. 
We truly appreciate the way MITA has built a professional yet 
personal, family-like atmosphere within the industry. We are 
proud to be part of this community and look forward to many 
more years of growth and partnership together. CS
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UNDERGROUND SPOTLIGHT

MPSC ISSUES “FAILURE TO 
CONTACT MISS DIG 811 PRIOR TO 
EXCAVATION” LETTERS

The MPSC started a letter campaign for no-ticket gas 
distribution damages based on the 2024 data submitted to 
the department.  In 2024, there were 739 “No ticket damages” 
by professional excavators.  After a comprehensive review of 
those damages, there were 375 “Failure to Contact MISS DIG 
811 Prior to Excavation”

The letters were addressed to the contractor individually 
and noted where the No Ticket Damage occurred. They also 
addressed the excavator requirements per Public Act 174 and 
warned of a possible $5,000.00 fine if another incident occurred. 

MITA does not believe the data to be 100% accurate, but close 
to it. Regardless, the industry must continue to focus on this 
area in order to protect our workers and communities. Here are 
a few reminders of your obligations while digging in Michigan.

•	 4-foot tolerance, either side of marks.
•	 Work must start within 14 days.
•	 Polygons indicate work area.
•	 Utilities have 3 business days to mark.
•	 Michigan requires a Marine ticket placed through 811 if 

you are excavating or dredging in a body of water.
•	 Check the positive response website: Posr.MissDig811.org.
•	 Expose facilities inside of the caution zone using soft 

excavation and as often as necessary when excavating 
parallel to a facility.

•	 Provide support or bracing of facilities or excavation walls 
for protection of assets.

•	 Provide notice and wait 24 hours if marks are destroyed.
•	 Provide notice requesting additional assistance if the 

location of a marked facility cannot be determined.

•	 Provide immediate notice to 811 & stop excavation in the 
immediate vicinity if excavator has reason to suspect the 
presence of unmarked facilities.
•	 Visible evidence of facility with no Marks.
•	 Lack of a positive response.
•	 Positive response indicating presence of facility with no 

marks visible.
•	 If any contact is made to a facility, the excavator shall 

provide immediate notice to the facility owner/operator 
as needed.

If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to MITA 
Director of Safety and Compliance Greg Brooks at 517-507-2531  
or gregbrooks@thinkmita.org .  CS
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BUILT FOR SAFETY!

Michigan’s Most Diverse trench 
shoring & shielDing rental Fleet!

contact Pro-tec equiPMent toDay!

800-292-1225
www.Pro-tecequiPMent.coM

sliDe rail shoring aluMinuM trench shielDs steel trench shielDs

street Plates Pro-Brace hyDraulic FraMe

west Michigan

 
5460 36th st. se
granD raPiDs, Mi 49512
877-292-1225

central Michigan
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I-96 RECONSTRUCTION INCLUDES 
ZIPPER MOVEABLE CONCRETE 
TRAFFIC BARRIER

By Aram Kalousdian

An approximately 8-mile, 
$105 million reconstruction 
project on Interstate 96 in 

Ionia County began in June 2024 and is 
expected to be completed in May 2027. 
Kamminga & Roodvoets, Inc., of Grand 
Rapids, is the prime contractor for the 
project.

Work in 2024 included preparation 
for reconstruction work in 2025. The 
preparation work included crossover 
construction, road widenings to maintain 
traffic, Detail 7 patch work, weigh station 
reconstruction (weigh-in motion scale), 
Jordan Lake Road Bridge over I-96 
rehabilitation, tree clearing, and Park and 
Ride milling and paving.

“We had a very productive 2024 season 
with patchwork, crossover construction, 
and the widening of eastbound I-96. On 
top of that, we have a great line-up of 

subcontractors on the project that should 
tee us up for another productive couple 
of seasons of construction,” said Brendan 
Doyle, Kamminga & Roodvoets, Inc. 
project manager.

The 2025 work includes reconstruction 
of westbound I-96, four box culverts (part 
width), ramp reconstruction, permanent 
and temporary drainage, epoxy crack 
injection and carbon fiber wrap on the 
Jordan Lake Road Bridge.

Work in 2026 includes reconstructing 
eastbound I-96, four box culverts (part 
width), ramp reconstruction, permanent 
and temporary drainage, epoxy-coated 
injection, carbon fiber wrap on the 
Jordan Lake Road Bridge, and final 
grading the median.

The project utilizes a moveable 
concrete traffic barrier called the Road 
Zipper System manufactured by Lindsay 
Corporation. This system allows two traffic 
configuration options: one westbound 
lane and two eastbound lanes or two 
westbound lanes and one eastbound lane.

“The Road Zipper System allows for off-
peak lane closures with a safe and secure 

barrier separation that can help accelerate 
construction, improve traffic flow, and 
safeguard work crews and motorists 
through managed lanes. The Road Zipper 
System can transfer a 1-mile-long, high-
performance concrete barrier up to two 
lanes in less than 10 minutes,” according 
to the Lindsay Corporation website.

Subcontractors on the project include 
Rieth-Riley Construction Co., Inc., of 
Goshen, Ind. (HMA paving and Detail 
7 repairs); PK Contracting, Inc., of Troy 
(pavement markings); Bella Concrete 
Construction, of Houghton Lake (concrete 
pavement, flatwork, curb and gutter); 
Nationwide Construction Group, of 
Richmond (high-tension cable barrier 
and guardrail); and Strain Electric Co., of 
Grand Rapids (electrical).

Additional subcontractors include 
Mettler Toledo, of Columbus, Ohio (weigh 
station controls); CHOP (tree removals 
and clearing); Lois Kay Contracting 
Company, of Carrollton Township (hot 
mix asphalt [HMA] milling) and S. Hayes, 
Inc., of LeRoy (seed and blanket slope 
restoration, plantings, fence, videotaping 
underdrain and drainage pipe).

Subcontractors on the project also 
include Opperman Grooving Inc., of 
Portland (shoulder corrugations); Give ‘Em 
A Brake Safety (traffic control devices and 

MEMBER PROJECT PROFILE
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I-96 Ionia County Reconstruction Story-4: Rieth-Riley Construction Co., Inc. is 
paving the west crossover. Photo courtesy of Kamminga & Roodvoets, Inc.

permanent signs); Anlaan Corporation, of 
Grand Haven (bridge rehabilitation, box 
culvert installation, and earth retention), 
and Surveying Solutions, Inc. (staking).

Additional subcontractors include 
Pneumatic Restoration Inc., of Fenton 
(surface coating, fiber reinforced 
polymer system, and structural crack 
repair of the Jordan Lake Road Bridge); 
Diamond Concrete Sawing, of Grand 
Rapids (saw cutting for removals) and 
Antigo (concrete breaking).

The design engineering firm on 
the project is Benesch. Weigh station 
inspection and maintenance of traffic 
(MOT) construction inspection have 
been done by HNTB and the Michigan 
Department of Transportation (MDOT). 
Rowe and MDOT are doing the main line 
construction inspection.

Material quantities on the project 
include 6,797 tons of 3EML HMA, 88,380 
tons of3EMH HMA, 33,619 tons of 4EML 
HMA, 29,969 tons of 4EMH HMA, 2,916 
tons of 5EML HMA, 17,294 tons of 4EML 
HMA temporary pavement, 2,118 feet of 
curb and gutter removal and 8,675 feet 
of fence removal.

Additional material quantities include 
175,521 square yards of pavement 
removal, 1,036 square yards of modified 
pavement removal, 15,006 cubic yards 
of compacted-in-place embankment; 
2,565 cubic yards of channel excavation, 
490,608 cubic yards of earth excavation 
and 8,250 cubic yards of Type II subgrade 
undercutting.  CS

The Jordan Lake Road Bridge after Anlaan 
Corporation performed rehabilitation on it.  

Photo courtesy of Kamminga & Roodvoets, Inc.

A Kamminga & Roodvoets, Inc. removal crew.  
Photo courtesy of Kamminga & Roodvoets, Inc.

Bella Concrete Construction is paving the ramp to the weigh 
station. Photo courtesy of Kamminga & Roodvoets, 



32   MITA CROSSSECTION   SUMMER 2025

LEGAL ISSUES

TARIFF TIMES:  
NAVIGATING THE EVER-EVOLVING 
LANDSCAPE OF TARIFFS.
By: Scott Garbo, Adam Schnatz, and Josh Wilk
Clark Hill

Material price escalations are not a new phenomenon to the 
world of construction, but the volatility of these price increases 
caused by the most recent tariffs can be difficult to navigate 
for even the most prudent contractor. This article defines 
tariffs, addresses common contract clauses which allocate the 
parties’ risks for these cost increases, and provides negotiation 
recommendations to contractually insulate against sudden 
pricing increases.

What is a Tariff?
A tariff is a fee that is applied to specific materials—such as 

steel, aluminum, lumber, and copper—that are imported from 
other countries. Governments typically use tariffs to raise revenue, 
protect domestic materials and industries, and to regulate trade. 
Tariffs on imported materials also increase the demand for 
domestic materials, which in turn, increases domestic prices. 
As current events have demonstrated, a simple announcement 
to impose a tariff on a material from a particular country can 
impact the costs of that material before the tariff takes effect. 
Given the current mercurial state of tariffs, the importance for 
a contractor to review its relevant contractual provisions and 
proactively address these issues remains paramount.

Am I Responsible for the Risks of Cost Increases Imposed 
by Tariffs?

Whether a contractor is responsible for the risks of cost 
increases imposed by tariffs principally depends on the contract 
documents. There are a number of potential contract clauses 
which may provide guidance, including a Material Price Escalation 
clause (discussed below), a Change-in-Law clause, a broad Force 
Majeure clause, a favorable clause addressing taxes, a delay 
clause, or the right to use a contingency for tariffs.

First, a typical Force Majeure clause may not be broad enough 
to be effective. Courts often do not equate “fees,” such as 
taxes and tariffs, to the unforeseen events against which a Force 
Majeure clause is traditionally intended to protect. However, 
this will depend on the specific terms in the clause. Even if the 
Force Majeure clause does apply, these clauses often only grant 
extensions of contract time, and not adjustments to contract 
prices. As such, they may not be of assistance to protect against 
sudden material price increases caused by tariffs.

Second, a Change-in-Law provision could be more helpful. 
These provisions generally allow for an adjustment of the contract 
price for certain changes in the law, e.g., a change in the local 
building code. While a tariff may count as a “change in law” for 
purposes of this provision, it will again depend on the specific 
language of your contract.

Third, a clause addressing responsibility for “taxes” may add 
clarification to the party responsible for increased costs from 
tariffs. However, this again depends on the specific contract 
terms and may not cover the indirect cost increases to domestic 
goods which can result from tariffs.

Fourth, there may be a right to use a project contingency for 
tariffs. However, this right yet again depends on the contract 
documents, and will otherwise reduce available funds for other 
project issues.

Fifth, a contractor may be able to rely upon a specific delay 
clause, or otherwise a delay not contemplated when entering into 
the contract. However, in addition to establishing a compensable 
delay, the contractor will likely need to demonstrate that the 
tariff costs would not have been incurred if not for the delay.

Insulation Against the Sudden Price Increases Caused by 
Tariffs.

The best and most direct way to navigate the turbulence 
caused by tariffs is to negotiate a Material Price Escalation 
(“MPE”) clause into your contract. As the name indicates, MPE 
clauses allow contractors to shift the risk of increases in the cost 
of materials, despite agreeing to a fixed price or a guaranteed 
maximum price. Recommendations for negotiating these clauses 
include:

(1)	Specifying the materials to be included in the MPE clause. 
These materials should include those that have a significant 
chance of price volatility during the life of the project.

(2)	Identifying the base price or a specific index for the 
materials as a starting point to determine the extent of a 
price adjustment.

(3)	Determining the timing and manner of notifying the project 
owner of the price increase. This can inhibit a project 
owner’s ability to reject your price increase due to untimely 
or improper notice.

Continued on page 58
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INTRODUCING MATT MOODY, 
MITA’S NEW SAFETY 
COORDINATOR

MITA STAFF NEWS

MITA is pleased to welcome our new Safety Coordinator, who brings 
nearly 10 years of experience in the safety field, including work 

in industrial hygiene, compliance, training, and jobsite 
oversight. 

Over the past decade, he has developed 
a strong foundation in workplace safety, 

particularly in construction environments. 
He holds several certifications, including 

Lead Inspector & Risk Assessor, Asbestos 
Inspector and Contractor/Supervisor, 
and OSHA 10 & 30. He also has hands-
on experience with silica exposure 
monitoring and other jobsite hazard 
assessments.

In his new role, he plans to expand 
MITA’s resources related to silica, 
lead, and asbestos—hazards that are 
still present on many construction 
sites today. He’s committed to helping 

MITA members stay compliant and 
informed, and he looks forward to being 

a safety advocate for the industry.
He was drawn to MITA because it 

supports the construction industry, an area 
he’s always been passionate about. “Being 

able to make a positive impact in my community 
and helping others understand their workplace 

safety rights is important to me,” he said.
Matt lives in Lansing with his wife, Niki, and their German 

shepherd, Milo. They’ve been together for 11 years and married 
for three. In their free time, they enjoy hiking, camping, and visiting National Parks. Matt also likes to golf and work on 
model trains.

His guiding principles— “treat others how you want to be treated” and “leave it better than how you found it”—
reflect his approach to life and his work.

If you’d like to connect with Matt or have safety-related questions, you can reach him at mattmoody@thinkmita.org.
Please join us in welcoming him to the MITA team.  CS
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MDOT NEWS

The Michigan State Transportation 
Innovation Council (MI-STIC) is made up 
of representatives from all levels of the 
transportation community in Michigan to 
strategically consider innovation. MITA’s 
staff attend meetings and keep up on the 
latest innovations. The STIC was originally 
chartered in 2012 and rechartered this 
year to focus on the current Michigan 
transportation infrastructure network.

What is the STIC? The STIC works 
to develop a culture where innovations 
are regularly shared and effectively 
implemented at all levels of Michigan’s 
transportation network.

The STIC exists to facilitate 
the identification, evaluation, and Continued on page 38

By: Heidi J. Spangler, P.E.

Innovation Engineer - Michigan 
Department of Transportation 
SpanglerH@michigan.gov

implementation of innovations among 
transportation professionals at all levels 
of government and private and non-
profit sector to ensure smart, efficient 
investment in Michigan’s multimodal 
transportation infrastructure network.

How can YOU get involved in the 
STIC? Participate in the biannual STIC 
Highlights virtual meeting which occurs 
in April and September each year. This 
meeting highlights new transportation 
innovations throughout Michigan. 
Does your company have an innovative 
transportation solution on a particular 
transportation construction project you 
would like to share? These innovations can 
also be shared on the MDOT Innovations 

website.
The STIC also sponsors the STIC 

Incentive Program. This program 
annually provides up to $125,000 of 
federal funding to qualifying state 
and local agencies (with a 20% State/
Local match). The most current STIC 
Incentive Grant is to develop Michigan 
hot Rubber Modified Asphalt (RMA) chip 
seal construction specifications for local 
and primary roads. The project will also 
leverage experience from local agencies, 
as well as other states that have adopted 
standard specifications to contribute to 
our meta study analysis. And importantly, 
provide an option for the vast amount of 
recycled rubber generated in Michigan. 
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This project is scheduled for completion 
in 2026. Most notably, the STIC Incentive 
Program also provided funds to install 
green auxiliary warning lights for safety 
on MDOT Maintenance vehicles for the 
safety of workers and motorists.

Another example of innovation 
highlighted at a recent STIC meeting 
is the use of temporary modular 
bridges for both permanent and 
temporary applications. Easy to erect, 

Continued from page 36

41740 Six Mile Rd, Suite 103, Northville, MI 48168 - (734) 542-6969
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Don't accept accidents as “part of the job.”

Self-awareness is the best PPE.

Under heavy construction:
the soft skills 

are the hard skills.

disassemble and transport for use in 
different locations. The bridges are 
used as temporary detours to direct 
traffic around road construction sites 
during bridge replacement and repair, 
or in emergency situations. A temporary 
bridge special provision was created 
based on the experience during the 
collapse of the Edinville Dan in May 
2020. This innovation and specification 
will allow these structures to be placed as 

needed for emergencies or construction 
planning in the future.

Innovation is the cornerstone of 
growth, helping us overcome challenges 
and create solutions that shape a brighter 
future. Innovation inspires us to think 
differently and to push the limits of what 
we believe is possible. With creativity 
and perseverance, we can turn visionary 
ideas into reality.  CS
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NAVIGATION OF SURETY MARKET 
COMPLEXITIES IS IMPORTANT 
FOR UNCERTAIN CONDITIONS

Subcontractor defaults have been a growing problem in 
construction in 2023 and 2024, causing project delays or 
cancellations and sapping the construction industry’s financial 
strength.

In a survey by Associated General Contractors of America 
(ACG), half the respondents pointed to the issue of defaults, 
paced mainly by financial pressures and lack of skilled workers. 
The trades most commonly affected are electricians, plumbers 
and concrete.

Such pressures are being felt by the industry as a whole, of 
course, even as it tries to balance them against an expected 7% 
increase in non-residential construction spending.

But those pressures also are being felt by the insurers and 
re-insurers that help construction firms protect themselves 
against the risks of turbulent times – like the many costs of 
subcontractor default. Re-insurers are experiences losses which 
can be recaptured through pricing and retention increases 
on primary carriers. In this environment, underwriter scrutiny 
increases and appetite grows more discerning.

Working with a surety-specific brokerage is mandatory. 
Construction firms should sharpen their understanding of how 
sureties are important to their long-term success.

Surety bond basics
Surety bonds have never been more important to contractors. 

A bonding program protects owners, customers and the business 
alike, providing the capacity to bid on larger projects, helping 
expand project backlogs and avoiding last-minute fire-drills 
when securing a bond.

They are a guarantee that a company or individual will deliver 
on an obligation, legally required of contractors, suppliers, 
subcontractors and project owners of all public construction 
projects in the U.S. and many in Canada. Demand recently has 
exploded, pacing government infrastructure spending. Inflation 
has driven up the total bond value.

But the current economic environment, with inflationary 
pressures and construction labor shortages, is boosting demand 
for surety bonds for private projects, too. One survey of private 
construction contractors ranked important benefits:

More rigorous prequalification and review was performed by 
bonded projects (96%)

versus non-bonded ones (61%).
Nearly five times as many respondents prioritized bonded 

versus non-bonded projects during financial difficulties.
Bonded projects tend to be finished ahead of schedule, five 

times as many public and private owners said.
They also reduce the risk of project default, ensuring business 

continuity and providing technical and financial assistance. 
Further, surety bonds ease the transition from construction-to-
permanent financing by eliminating liens. They can even lower 
construction costs through improved bidding competition.

Bid, performance and payment bonds
The three most common surety bonds for construction are:
Bid bonds. These are typically required for government 

projects and are required in order to submit a bid. They ensure 
certain requirements will be met, like entering into the contract 
in a certain time frame and providing performance and payment 
bonds. They also demonstrate a business’ financial standing, an 
important pre-qualifier for larger and more complex projects.

Performance bonds. These are most common, providing a 
guarantee that work will be completed according to a contract’s 
specifications. They are a recourse against defaults, whether 
by a principal or a subcontractor (which are often required to 
secure them).

Payment bonds. These guarantee the principal will pay all 
subcontractors, laborers and suppliers under the contract.

Pricing varies, according to aspects like contract scope and 
project duration. Payment and performance bonds usually are 
coupled as one, priced between 0.75% to 3% of the contract 
price.

Surety’s ‘Three C’s’
To qualify, contractors must measure up on three fronts – the 

three C’s – used by underwriters for their evaluations:
Character. The applicant – or principal – must show a credit 

record and business history that reflect good character and 
integrity and a history of meeting obligations. Underwriters 
look at references and reputation, quality of relationships with 
primes, subcontractors and vendors, credit reports and bank 
records and often, even owner’s personal financial statements.

By Christian Coleman, HUB International

Continued on page 57

CONTRIBUTER CORNER
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In a world of risk, the ones who succeed build with 
determination.  For over sixty years, businesses across 
Michigan and across the country have relied on VTC 
Insurance Group to help them grow with confidence.

Our one business is protecting yours: helping identify 
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G2 CONSULTING GROUP 
WORKING ON MARQUEE  
HIGH-RISE PROJECTS

G2 Consulting Group recently announced that it has been 
awarded “below the ground” work on two major high rise 
construction projects in southeast Michigan, the 711 Church 
Street student housing project in Ann Arbor and two high rise 
multi-family developments on Jefferson Avenue in Detroit.

The Ann Arbor project, owned by Texas-based real estate 
developer LV Collective, will be a 485,000 sq. ft. student 
apartment building offering 273 market rate rental units ranging 
from studio to six-bedroom units. The building, immediately 
adjacent to the University of Michigan campus, will be called 
“The Rambler” and, at 17-stories, will be one of the tallest 
buildings in Ann Arbor. It will feature a street level café and is 
being designed to blend with the neighborhood.

G2’s geotechnical and construction services include concrete 
and density testing, evaluation of auger cast piles and shallow 
foundations during construction and post tensioning testing 
and evaluations. G2’s Ann Arbor office has a material testing 
laboratory, helping area projects move forward quickly and 
efficiently without delaying construction.

The Detroit projects, at 7850 Jefferson Avenue, will consist of 
two identical 12-story buildings using a basement and podium 
deck with post tensioning in the concrete podium slabs to support 
the superstructure. Because the construction site is located 
near the Detroit River, specialized geotechnical considerations 
relative to sea walls, water table and other groundwater issues 
are especially critical.

“The projects are very different in many ways, but they both 
require the type of thorough, in-depth understanding of ground 
conditions and constructability specifications that G2 specializes 
in. With projects of this height and overall size, understanding 
and solidifying foundational issues is Job One. Nothing is more 
important during construction and for the long-term viability 
of the buildings,” said Mark Smolinski, P.E. and principal at G2.

G2 has been focusing on ‘everything below the ground’ since 
the company was founded 30 years ago. G2 has the people and 
experience, backed by state-of-the-art equipment and technology, 
to fully understand localized environments and then recommend 
and engineer the right, most cost-effective approach.

“Living up to our promise, ‘Smart. Results. Fast.’ is more 
than keeping us busy, but if we can help our clients to better 

MEMBER NEWS

CONTACT US! 
www.g2consultinggroup.com

Troy • 248.680.0400
Ann Arbor • 734.390.9330

At G2, our goal is simple: Deliver Smart. Results. Fast.
G2’s geotechnical engineering services maximize 

support for your structure while collecting real-time data 
to minimize interruptions during construction.

MAXIMIZE SUPPORT. 
MINIMIZE DISRUPTIONS.

Geotechnical 
Engineering Design

Pile Dynamic 
Analysis (PDA)

Geotechnical 
Instrumentation

Vibration  
Monitoring

understand the challenges and better build their projects, that’s 
why we’re here. It’s an exciting time for us and an exciting time 
to be part of this industry,” Smolinski says.  CS
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Exclusive Discount 
Program for all 
MITA Members.

MITA
Member Discount

Exclusive Discount 
Program for all 
MITA Members.
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Michigan’s largest commercial 
vehicle inventory!
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• Huge selection of the All New Silverado Medium Duty

• 2018 GM Business Elite #1 Dealer Fleet Sales Volume – North Central Region

• Expertly Trained Account Representatives to assist with all your business vehicle needs

GARBERFLEET.COM

MITA
Member Discount

Exclusive Discount 
Program for all 
MITA Members.

MITA
Member Discount

Exclusive Discount 
Program for all 
MITA Members.
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C.A. HULL RECOGNIZED AS 
USA TODAY NATIONAL TOP 
WORKPLACE FOR THIRD 
CONSECUTIVE YEAR

MEMBER NEWS

In March 2025, USA Today released its list of National Top 
Workplaces, and for the third year in a row, C.A. Hull was honored 
among the best in the nation. The company earned recognition 
in the small company category, which includes organizations 
with 150–499 employees.

C.A. Hull was one of only eight companies nationwide in the 
Heavy Construction & Civil Engineering sector to receive this 
national distinction in the small company category, and notably, 
the only Michigan-based company in that sector to be awarded. 
The recognition is based entirely on employee feedback gathered 

through a third-party survey administered by Energage LLC, 
which measures several aspects of workplace culture including 
alignment, execution, and employee engagement.

Fewer than 3% of eligible companies receive national 
recognition, making it a major distinction among peers.

“We are incredibly proud to once again be named a USA 
Today National Top Workplace,” said Mike Malloure, C.A. Hull 
president. “This award is a testament to our team’s dedication 
and commitment to fostering a safe, inclusive, and positive work 
environment.”  CS
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MITA AND BITCO –  
WE ARE HERE FOR YOU

The Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Authority (MITA) has partnered with BITCO Insurance Companies  
to bring you the MITA Safety Group Dividend Plan. Together, we are pleased to bring this valuable membership 
benefit to all MITA members who meet BITCO’s underwriting requirements. The plan features a comprehensive 
insurance program that offers our members the potential of placing their insurance coverage with an insurance 
company rated “A+” by AM Best and that specializes in the types of operations our members engage in.  

BITCO has specialized in insurance programs for members of the commercial construction industry throughout  
the various ups and downs of the commercial insurance market and offers participants in the MITA Safety Group 
the opportunity to earn a portion of the premiums they pay for their insurance program back in the form of safety 
dividends. They supplement their specialized coverages by also affording you risk control and claims management 
services that help you potentially reduce the costs of your insurance programs.

Looking for a company you can expect to be with your business in the long run and provide you with the financial  
peace of mind that comes from being insured by a member of the Fortune 500 and one of the largest shareholder-
owned organizations in the United States in Old Republic General Insurance Group? Visit BITCO.com today to learn 
more and find an agent near you!

BITCO.com

* Individual dividends are paid on the 
basis of how much premium individual 
members contribute to the premium  
of the group as a whole over a 
set time frame. Dividends are not 
guaranteed. They must be approved 
by BITCO’S Board of Directors.

Indianapolis Branch Office
300 N. Meridian Street
Suite 920
Indianapolis, IN 46204
1-800-382-9991

Affiliated Local Unions of the

MICHIGAN STATE CONFERENCE of
PLASTERERS AND CEMENT MASONS

OPERATIVE PLASTERERS &
CEMENT MASONS LOCAL 514
Henry Williams, r 
1154 E. Lincoln Avenue
Madison Heights, MI 48071 
Phone: 248-548-0800
Fax: 248-548-0700

PLASTERERS & CEMENT
MASONS LOCAL 886
Kenneth M. Vierling, Sr., Business Manager
4652 Lewis Ave.
Toledo, OH 46312
Phone: 419-478-2652
Fax: 419-478-0208

Joseph Ciacchi, International Rep. 
Phone: 740-590-9827
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We are pleased to announce that Andy Thelen from Toebe 
Construction has been elected to the MISS DIG 811 Board of 
Directors. Andy fills the newly added Road Builder/Heavy Highway 
Contractor seat on the MISS DIG 811 Board of Directors.   

Nick Bonstell, CEO of MISS DIG 811, said “We are thrilled to 
welcome Andy to our Board and look forward to working with him 
to add depth and expertise in this important area of the damage 

prevention process.” 

Andy currently serves as the Vice President of Field Operations and Risk Management at 
Toebe Construction Company. He has worked on impactful projects such as the I-275/I-
696/M-5 Reconstruction, Red Cedar River Flood Plain Expansion, and the 9 Mile Bridge over 
I-75 Emergency Replacement to name a few. Andy has collaborated on projects with MDOT, 
MITA, Red Cedar Development Group, General Motors Corporation, and PCL Civil 
Constructors, to name a few. He has experience investigating damage claims on all MDOT 
projects.  

Andy has dedicated his career to fostering a culture of safety by focusing on accident 
prevention and risk reduction through the implementation and maintenance of safety 
policies and programs. He was the recipient of the Harry L. McKinley Safety Leadership 
Award at the 2015 Michigan Safety Conference.   

Andy also participates on various boards to include: the Construction Association of 
Michigan Safety Committee, MDOT/MSP/MITA/MIOSHA Workzone Safety Committee, 
Construction Association of Michigan Safety Committee, the University of Michigan 
Construction Industry Alliance, and the Susan G. Hartwell Grant Committee.   

“I look forward to furthering the great mission of MISS DIG 811with a focus on the ever-
growing heavy highway industry. It’s an honor to join such a talented and dedicated group of 
individuals as we further the advancement of public service and safety.” stated Andy 
Thelen.   

The mission of MISS DIG 811 is to safeguard the public, environment, property, and 
member infrastructure through efficient educational outreach and the advancement of 
damage prevention processes for our members. 

One Ticket. One Team. 

MEMBER NEWS
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1-800-FAST-OIL  

I N D U S T R I A L      A U T O M O T I V E  L U B R I C A N T S       D E F           

R O G E R S  C I T Y     M I L A N     S A G I N AW    S T U R G I S      W H E E L E R     W H I T M O R E  L A K E         
B AT T L E  C R E E K     B R I G H T O N     D E T R O I T     G R E E N V I L L E     I O N I A    J A C K S O N   M A N C H E S T E R           MICHIGAN: •

• • •
• •

• •

•
•&

•

 D I E S E L     G AS O L I N E     P R O PA N E    D U S T  C O N T R O L      

• ••

Corriganoil.com

•

•

•

Find a location near you!

“Treating customers like family since 1958”

OHIO:  T O L E D O       INDIANA:  M U N C I E  •  M O D O C  •  H O W E   

SITECH MICHIGAN

25000 Novi Road
Novi, MI 48375
SITECHmichigan.com

Benefit from insight driven decision making, skyrocket your productivity, reduce lead times  
and make site to office communication smoother than ever before. Using connected  
construction technology on your projects, sharing and collaboration has never been easier.

GET CONNECTED. GET IN TOUCH TODAY.

TOMORROW’S 
CONSTRUCTION  
TECHNOLOGY, TODAY.
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Purple Wave Auction is a leader in online, no-reserve 
equipment auctions serving the agriculture, construction, 
government, and fleet industries, providing opportunities for 
customers to buy and sell equipment with confidence.

We’re proud to support and continue to grow our “Great 
Lakes Region” and district directors, Tim Keane and Wes 
Arnold are looking to hire territory sales managers in Michigan 
to provide services to associations like Michigan Infrastructure 
and Transportation.

How does our growth benefit MITA?
Ability to Connect with Local Representatives
�	 While our online platform provides convenience, it’s great 

to have an in-person connection for buyers and sellers 
to discuss their needs with a local representative.

�	 Tim and Wes can assist with showing you one-on-one 
how to navigate our website and walk you through the 
process of selling your equipment.

�	 We partner with our sellers to provide detailed equipment 
listings and market assets to a network of bidders. We 
handle all of the details from listing to final sale.

MEMBER NEWS

Meet the Team
Purple Wave’s district sales directors are here to build a 

team of territory sales managers in Michigan that are there 
to help guide you through the online auction process every 
step of the way.

“I’m excited to build a strong team, foster industry 
relationships, and expand Purple Wave’s presence in the 

Tim Keane
District Sales Director | tim.keane@purplewave.com

Wes Arnold
District Sales Director | wes.arnold@purplewave.com

region,” said Tim. “The company’s commitment to the 
communities we serve was a major reason I joined.”

“At Purple Wave Auction, We set ourselves apart when it 
comes to our passion and commitment to our buying and 
selling community. We want people to rely on our Straight. 
Simple. Sold. method,” said Wes.

Reach out today for your buying and selling needs! If you 
are interested in applying as a territory sales manager, visit 
our careers page.  CS
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Jim Slear || Kolby Thompson
300 Lake Lansing Road || East Lansing MI 48823 || 517-371-2300

Bonds and Insurance

Thrive at Every 
Stage of Life

Dynamic, progressive solutions 
for individuals, employer 

retirement plans,  
and institutions.

G R E Y S T O N E
F I N A N C I A L  G R O U P

BLOOMFIELD HILLS • HOUSTON • SANTA MONICA • VIRGINIA BEACH  |  GREYSTONEFG.COM • 248.267.1270
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MEMBERS GIVING BACK

SCHRADERS SUPPORT MASON 
COUNTY’S FUTURE THROUGH 
PHILANTHROPY AND LEADERSHIP

Todd Schrader, CEO of Hardman 
Construction—a MITA member—and a 
current MITA Board member, along with 
his wife Julie, have made a meaningful 
contribution to the Campaign for Mason 
County through their donor-advised fund 
at the Community Foundation for Mason 
County. Their gift helps the Foundation 
move closer to its $5 million goal, which 
will triple its grantmaking capacity and 
expand support for education, workforce 
development, and quality of life initiatives.

Both long-time residents of Mason 
County, the Schraders have been 
deeply involved in building community 

in every sense—physically, through 
Hardman Construction’s transformative 
infrastructure projects in Ludington, and 
socially, through volunteer work and 
philanthropic leadership. Todd’s company 
has played a key role in developing 
spaces like the Waterfront Park, Harbor 
View Marina, the Splash Pad, and the 
Skate Park.

Julie, a passionate community 
organizer, founded the “Love Ludington” 
initiative and has served on multiple 
local boards, including the Community 
Foundation’s. Together, the Schraders 
have fostered a strong family culture of 

giving and invest in shaping the next 
generation of givers by encouraging their 
children and local high school seniors 
to stay connected to and support their 
community.

Their unrestricted donation allows the 
Foundation the flexibility to address both 
current and future challenges—a forward-
thinking approach that mirrors Todd’s 
work constructing lasting infrastructure 
and their shared vision for a resilient 
Mason County.

To learn more or contribute, visit 
mason-foundation.org/.  CS

 » Asphalt Recycling
 » Concrete Crushing
 » Mobile - we bring  

the crusher to you

If you have interest in 
these services, email 
bids@m-mexcavating.com 
or call 989.370.4849 (John) 
or 989.370.4846 (Ken).

Concrete

CRUSHER

Safety & Quality  •  Pride & Integrity  •  Family & Community
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Continued on page 52

As part of this year’s National Work Zone Awareness Week 
(NWZAW), MITA was proud to participate in Michigan’s flagship 
event at Dow Diamond on April 28, 2025. The event featured 
a powerful address by MITA’s Board President, Mike DeFinis, 
whose remarks underscored the vital importance of protecting 
the men and women who work every day to improve our state’s 
infrastructure. We are honored to reprint that impactful speech 
in full in the following pages. Throughout the week, MITA also 
visited multiple active job sites across Michigan, engaging with 
crews to help raise awareness about work zone safety and the 
shared responsibility of keeping our roadways safe for all.

Good morning, everyone. 
It’s truly an honor to be here today, especially alongside so 

many people who share a deep commitment to work zone safety.
As President of the Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation 

Association -better known as MITA - I have the privilege of 
representing over 500 Michigan companies that build and 
maintain the infrastructure we all rely on every day.

And as President of Iafrate Construction, I have the privilege 
of representing over 400 employees, and their families, who are 
just as committed to building and maintaining our infrastructure.

At MITA, safety is more than a slogan, it’s a core value woven 
into everything we do and promote as an organization.

It’s a culture built on responsibility, not just for our own teams 
in the field, but for every person traveling through our work 
zones.

That’s why events like National Work Zone Awareness Week 
are so important.

They give us a moment to pause, reflect, and recommit to 
protecting lives.

NATIONAL WORK ZONE AWARENESS WEEK

Because the stakes are real:
	 In 2024 alone, Michigan experienced 6,097 work zone 

crashes—resulting in 16 lives lost and over 1,000 injuries.
	 These aren’t just statistics. They are mothers, fathers, 

children, coworkers, friends—people whose stories were 
forever changed.

That’s why MITA was proud to champion the Work Zone 
Camera Enforcement legislation that was finally passed in 
Michigan last year.

This law allows for the use of automated speed enforcement 
cameras in active construction zones where workers are present 
— a critical tool to help address the increasing number of speed-
related crashes in work areas.

Here’s why it matters:
	 Speeding continues to be one of the leading causes of 

work zone crashes.

Greg at Toebe 696 job for NWZAW

“Respect the Zone, So We ALL Get Home” -— Greg Brooks brought the message straight to the crews in the field, 
while industry leaders—including  Lieutenant Governor Garlin Gilchrist (left), our Board President, Mike DeFinis 
(middle), and MDOT’s Greg Brunner (right)—joined forces at Michigan’s National Work Zone Safety event.
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	 The legislation is not about issuing 
tickets — it’s about changing 
behavior.

	 It encourages drivers to slow down 
and remain alert, especially in areas 
where crews are working just feet 
from live traffic.

It’s a meaningful and necessary step 
forward, and a reminder that when 
government, industry, and community 
groups come together, real progress is 
possible.

The 2025 NWZAW theme, “Respect 
the Zone, So We ALL Get Home,” couldn’t 
be more fitting.

Work zone safety isn’t just about 
protecting construction workers, it’s about 
safeguarding drivers and passengers, too.

Every time someone speeds, gets 
distracted, or ignores a sign in a work 
zone, they’re putting everyone at risk - on 
both sides of the barrel.

And to the motoring public, I’ll say this:
	 We understand that road 

construction can be frustrating—the 
delays, the detours, the noise, and 
the inconvenience.

	 But those orange barrels are there 
for a reason. Behind every vest is 
a real person—someone who’s just 
doing their job and wants to get 
home safely at the end of the day, 
just like you.

	 They want to make it to their 
child’s sporting event, a birthday 
celebration, or that second-grade 
school concert. They have families, 
routines, and lives outside of the job 
site. They are just like you.

	 Unfortunately, we live in a world 
of immediacy—where everything 
is expected to happen quickly, on 
demand, and without delay.

	 But a work zone is not the place 
for urgency. It’s not the place for 

Continued from page 51

And as we all know, Michigan’s need 
for increased road funding is more urgent 
than ever—but we’re also closer than 
ever to securing sustainable, long-term 
solutions.

With that funding comes more 
projects—and with more projects, there 
are more workers on the roads, more 
active work zones, and unfortunately, 
more opportunities for risk.

That’s why our commitment to work 
zone safety must not only remain strong—
it must continue to grow. As industry 
expands, so must our vigilance and 
responsibility to protect every life in and 
around those zones.

At MITA, we’re leading that charge—
through training, education, and 
collaboration. We push for excellence not 
just in how we build roads, but in how we 
protect our employees and the motoring 
public, every step of the way, every mile 
after mile.

Continued on page 58
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WHERE’S MITA BEEN LATELY

MITA’s VP of Engineering, Rachelle VanDeventer (right), 
poses with Ron Brenke, the Executive Director of ACEC 
of Michigan at the 60th Engineering & Surveying 
Excellence Awards Gala, which took place at the Air 
Zoo Aerospace & Science Museum in Kalamazoo on 
March 8, 2025.

MITA’s Future Leaders had a great day at the Michigan 
State Capitol—connecting with legislators, learning 
about the policymaking process, and speaking up for 
the future of our industry.

Greg Brooks doing what he does best—training crews, 
dropping knowledge, and keeping Michigan’s road 
warriors sharp and ready!

MITA’s engineering staff, MDOT officials, and our 
multiple northern Michigan members gathered to 
discuss current industry issues.

It’s been a busy stretch for the MITA team! 
From the halls of the Capitol to the roads of 
the U.P., we’ve been out and about—meeting 
with members, supporting future leaders, 
promoting safety, and celebrating the great 
work happening across our industry. Check out 
some snapshots of where we’ve been lately!
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

CONNECT YOUR COMMUNICATIONS TEAM WITH 
MITA – HELP SPREAD THE WORD

MITA is working to strengthen communications across our 
membership, and we’d love your help! It’s vital to the industry 
that we share a standard message and theme to better address 
the issues we face regularly.

We’re looking to connect with the people at your company 
who manage communications or social media—whether it’s a 
communications/media manager, marketing team, or someone 
who posts to your Facebook, Instagram, or LinkedIn accounts.

Our goal is to:
– Share essential updates like the MITA Scholarship 

and other valuable opportunities.
– Spread awareness around industry-wide 

initiatives, such as contacting legislators to support 
funding needs.

– Help promote your company’s presence by 
following and engaging with you on social media.

Thank you for helping us build a stronger, more 
connected MITA membership.

Scan the code to get added to the list.    CS

OOuurr  IInnnnoovvaattiivvee  SSeerrvviicceess  SSoollvvee  CCoommpplleexx  IInnffrraassttrruuccttuurree  NNeeeeddss::  

Tunnel Rehabilitation 

Stormwater and Sanitation Tunnels 

Soft Ground, Hard Rock and Pressurized Tunneling 

59 Years of Service as Stewards of Clean Water 

||  www.jaydee.us  || 38777 Schoolcraft Road, Livonia, MI 48150 
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Upcoming
events.

FOR COMPLETE DETAILS & REGISTRATION INFORMATION VISIT: WWW.THINKMITA.ORG/EVENTS

METRO GOLF
OUTING
Twin Lakes
Oakland16

JULY

SUMMER
CONFERENCE
Crystal Mountain
Thompsonville24-27

JULY

CENTRAL GOLF
OUTING
HawkHollow
East Lansing27

AUGUST

NORTHERN GOLF
OUTING
Otsego Club
Gaylord11

SEPTEMBER

CENTRAL HOLIDAY
PARTY
Joe’s on Jolly
Okemos12

DECEMBERWILD GAME DINNER
The Palazzo Grande
Shelby Twp.24

SEPTEMBER

WESTERN HOLIDAY
PARTY
The BOB
Grand Rapids16

DECEMBER

METRO HOLIDAY
PARTY
Somerset Inn
Troy18

DECEMBER

 2025

McAlpine

McAlpine, PC - Attorneys & Counselors
3201 University Dr., Ste 200  |  Auburn Hills, MI  48326

(248) 373-3700  |  www.mcalpinepc.com  

Experienced, Aggressive, Determined.
We know construction.

Construction Law
and Litigation 

Mark McAlpine
Founding Principal and Managing Partner



56   MITA CROSSSECTION   SUMMER 2025

InstaStructure
Michigan’s heavy construction crews are doing more than just building—they’re documenting the 

process in creative, powerful ways. From sunrises over job sites to massive machinery in action, our 
members showcase the heart and grit of the work that keeps the industry and our state moving.

This space highlights those moments—raw, real, and straight from the field. These posts remind 
us that infrastructure isn’t merely concrete and steel; it’s also about people, pride, and progress.  CS

3:11 PM 100%
teamelmers

Posts

@teamelmers

@teamelmers

@teamelmers

1 hour ago

Liked by @teamelmers and 30 others

teamelmers  Progress in Motion at the Traverse City FishPass!  
Every day brings new momentum at the FishPass project, and 
we’re celebrating the power of progress. From poured concrete to 
enhanced habitat features, each milestone reflects a commitment 
to restoring the Boardman/Ottaway River’s natural flow and fish 
migration.   
With every step forward, we're learning, adapting, and building 
toward a healthier ecosystem and a stronger community. Growth 
takes time, and the results will ripple through generations. Stay 
tuned and stay inspired! 

3:11 PM 100%
grandriverconstruction

Posts

@grandriverconstruction

@grandriverconstruction

@grandriverconstruction

1 hour ago

Liked by @grandriverconstruction and 30 others

grandriverconstruction To the frozen north!    Last week, Grand 
River Construction had a pour onsite at the Traverse City Fish Pass 
project, headed up by Spence Brothers Construction. This 
innovative project is rebuilding the Union Street dam and aims to 
allow desirable fish species to pass through on the Boardman 
River while simultaneously blocking invasive species such as the 
sea lamprey. We love to be part of projects benefiting local 

Want to be
f e a t u r e d?

Tag us or use

#MIInstaStructure
on your next post!
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Continued from page 40

Capacity. The firm’s principal must demonstrate it has 
everything in place to fulfill the contract. This encompasses 
everything from staff with the necessary skill and experience 
to the right equipment. The surety should be shown the history 
of successful projects, the backlog of new and existing ones, 
and contractual language. Continuity and succession planning 
are also examined, as are the project management systems 
and controls.

Capital. Financial strength must be evidenced to take on 
new projects while managing current obligations – and able to 
respond to unforeseen problems. This requires extensive current 
financial documentation, including a CPA-prepared annual report 
and interim financial statements. Also necessary are work-in-
progress schedules, a bank line of credit and personal financial 
information.

Securing a surety bond can be an onerous business. A broker 
partner with surety experience and know-how is not just a guide 
through a rigorous application process but well-positioned to 
identify and remove potential barriers on the path.

About the author
Christian Coleman is the Vice President of Client Strategies 

at global insurance brokerage Hub International Michigan.  CS

$8,000 to the spouse & children left behind.
$3,000 to the family after a loss (no spouse or children).
$1,000 in grief counseling to each family and/or coworkers.
Scholarships to children left behind and qualifying 

Construction Angels is a national 501(c)3 Non-Profit Organization that
provides immediate financial assistance and grief counseling to the
children and spouse left behind when a construction worker is involved
in a work-related fatality. Approximately 4.5 construction workers are
killed per working day in the USA.

Today, Construction Angels provides:

       applicants.

To make a one-time donation, please visit www.ConstructionAngels.us,
or email us at contact@ConstructionAngels.us for more information.

Complete Water & Sewer 
Supplies Distributor

6 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
www.michiganpipe.com

JACKSON 
Phone: (517) 764-9151 
Jackson@michiganpipe.com 

SAGINAW 
Phone: (989) 752-7911 
Saginaw@michiganpipe.com 

TRAVERSE CITY 
Phone: (231) 929-7473
TraverseCity@michiganpipe.com 

MT. PLEASANT 
Phone: (989) 817-4331 
MtPleasant@michiganpipe.com 

GENESEE 
Phone: (810) 547-7154
Genesee@michiganpipe.com 

GRAND RAPIDS 
Phone: (616) 805-3206 
luke.fleischmann@michiganpipe.com
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Continued from page 20 Continued from page 32

Continued from page 16
Continued from page 52

Michigan’s asbestos program ensures that those working with 
asbestos are properly trained and understand the rules and 
standards governing asbestos work. The program highlights 
abatement contractor licensing, worker accreditation, asbestos 
management plans, project notifications, and training course 
providers throughout the state.  CS

Michigan Asbestos 
Program – Direct 
link to Michigan’s 
asbestos program.

Michigan NESHAP 
Program – Direct 
link to Michigan’s 
NESHAP program.

EPA NESHAP 
Program

While an MPE clause may be the most direct means to address 
the impacts of tariffs, there are a number of possibilities to 
explore within the contract documents. It is incredibly important 
during these times to directly negotiate the impacts of tariffs in 
new contracts and change orders, and to proactively address 
these risks for existing projects. As always, the experienced 
Construction attorneys at Clark Hill are available to provide 
guidance to help navigate these issues.

This publication is intended for general informational 
purposes only and does not constitute legal advice or a 
solicitation to provide legal services. The information in this 
publication is not intended to create, and receipt of it does 
not constitute, a lawyer-client relationship. Readers should not 
act upon this information without seeking professional legal 
counsel. The views and opinions expressed herein represent 
those of the individual author only and are not necessarily the 
views of Clark Hill PLC.  CS

n 11 State-Certified Aggregate Technicians n 8 MDOT-Certified QC/
QA Labs n MDOT/ODOT Spec Products n 18 Locations in Michigan 
n Concrete/Asphalt Aggregates n Base/Fill Material n Decorative 
Roofing Stone n USGA Golf Course Sand n Septic Stone n Mortar 
Sand n Rip Rap

Committment and  
Quality Since 1918

For over 100 years, Levy has been providing services and  
solutions that are specially designed to meet the unique needs of each 
customer. Levy’s commitment to our team, state-of-the-art equipment 
and technology provides quality, superior products and services to the 
construction industry.

Controlled quality has made Levy a Pre-Qualified MDOT  
Supplier with:

For more information about our products 
and services, contact the:

Levy Sales Department at  
(313) 429-LEVY.

Or visit our website at  
www.edwclevy.com

since the Senators are sitting on the $3.1 billion plan we 
sent them from the House last month. That’s something 
MITA and MITA members can help us with, because we 
need to get the Senate Democrats to come to the table, 
introduce a plan, and take a vote. That is the best outcome 
for everyone.  CS

speeding, distracted driving, or frustration behind the wheel. 
It’s a place for caution, patience, and respect.

	 Because when even one moment of impatience turns into 
tragedy, there are no do-overs.

So please: Respect the Zone, So We ALL Get Home.
Together, let’s make this construction season the safest one 

yet. Thank you—and be safe out there.  CS
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