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Michigan isn’t 
growing and it 
threatens our 
future.

If we don’t act, 
Michigan is projected 
to grow at about 1/3 
of the national 
growth rate over the 
next 30 years.



In the last 20 years 
Michigan has 
decoupled from 
national population 
growth.

Michigan also lags in 
national employment 
growth and employment 
growth in the Midwest, 
and in own-source 
revenue growth compared 
to the average for all 
US states. 



The healthy 
growth cycle

Growth drives 
economic vibrancy 
leads to investment, 
and community well-
being. Labor market 
challenges and 
declining well-being 
contribute to a self-
reinforcing cycle of 
slow growth.



The challenge is 
compounded by 
working age 
population 
declines. 
Michigan is aging 
faster than the 
national average and 
our neighboring 
states.



Michigan experiences 
negative net migration, 
but does see positive 
international migration

Trend to reverse:
Negative net 
migration



Michigan is aging 
faster than our 
neighboring states, 
exaggerated by 
outmigration of a 
younger population.

Trend to reverse:
Rising median 
age



Michiganders are 
our most 
important 
resource.

Population declines 
threaten business 
attraction, erode local 
tax bases and limit 
political influence. 



Foundational action

GROWING MICHIGAN TOGETHER 
COUNCIL & WORKGROUPS

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT RESEARCH AND PEER STATE 
COMPARISONS



The Governor created 
a bipartisan council 
tasked with developing 
specific policies to 
grow Michigan’s 
population.

That effort was 
organized in four 
workgroups.

+ Jobs, talent and people

+ Infrastructure and places

+ Prek-12 education

+ Higher education

Growing Michigan 
Together Council



Workgroups 
overview

70 workgroup members

915+ collective 
hours

29 workgroup 
meetings

Bi-partisan workgroups 
with representatives 
from across the state 
drafted recommendation
s to the Growing 
Michigan Together 
Council. They are 
available at 
growingmichigan.org



Engagement in-person 
focused on regional 
representation from across 
the state. Young people 
were also centered in in-
person conversations with 
high school, college, and 
community college 
engagements across the 
state.

80+ events statewide

3K+ engaged in-person

10K+ survey responses

878 zip codes represented

Statewide public 
engagement effort





National poll
GenerationLab

35% of respondents 
identified a down 
payment on a home 
as the most 
enticing incentive



Public engagement key takeaways

ACCESS TO GREAT 
OPPORTUNITIES

WELCOMING COMMUNITIES 
TO CALL HOME

GREAT PLACES TO LIVE, 
WORK AND PLAY



Research & Peer State 
Comparisons
Guidehouse Report



The Guidehouse report 
references national 
average, and compares 
Michigan to five faster 
growing peer states, 
each selected based on a 
combination of regional 
relationship, population 
growth and economic 
structure.



4/5 faster growing peers had a higher median income or 
faster median income growth than Michigan.





MI share of U.S. 
population & 
MI median 
income as a % of 
U.S. median HH 
income



4/5 peer states have higher levels of bachelor’s or advanced degree 
attainment than Michigan.



Analysis of outcomes 
across five high-
growth peer states 
offers valuable insight 
for Michigan’s 
population growth 
strategy.



"Much of Michigan's 
Infrastructure was built 
over 50 years ago and 
needs significant 
modernization and 
resources to lay a strong 
foundation for our 
communities to attract 
and retain residents"



Similarities between growing states

HIGHER EDUCATIONAL 
ATTAINMENT

GROWING MEDIAN 
INCOMES

WALKABLE, TRANSIT-
RICH COMMUNITIES



Michigan is a 
relatively low-tax 
state and has fallen 
in the rankings of tax 
collections and 
burden in recent 
years.



Michigan's state and 
local governments 
have less fiscal 
capacity than peer 
states.



Michigan is taxing 
increasingly 
smaller shares of 
income.

State revenue has 
fallen $12 billion 
below the state’s 
constitutional 
revenue limit.



Michigan’s direct 
general expenditures 
saw slow overall 
growth – 7% in 15 
years – compared to 
the 25% U.S. growth 
rate for the same 
metric.



Michigan’s state and 
local inflation-
adjusted education 
spending decreased 
by nearly $5 billion 
in the past 15 
years.

Less Money 
Spent on 
Education



As a result of decreased 
overall spending, 
Michigan has become less 
competitive in education 
spending when compared 
to peers and the U.S.



When adjusted for inflation, Michigan’s state and local infrastructure spending 
increased by $1.5 billion between 2007 – 2015.

Infrastructure outcomes improved when propped up by temporary 
spending.



Without sustainable 
revenue, Michigan 
could drop in the 
rankings.



How did we get in the current infrastructure deficit?

Since 2000, Michigan has spent substantially 
less than other states on capital 
(infrastructure). The chart shows average 
capital spending per person per year, inflation 
adjusted , for the years 2000 through 2021. 
Michigan’s average spending over this period, 
$842, ranked 47th among all the states and well 
below the U.S. average of $1,305.

How does Michigan rank in the most recent year with 
census data available (2021)?

Although slightly better than the long-run 
ranking, it is still well below most other 
states. Fiscal year 2021 is an anomaly. The 
nation was still recovering from the recession 
related to the pandemic. The American Rescue 
Plan Act was adopted in early 2021, but not 
enough to affect spending in that fiscal year.

Analysis by Professor Ron Fisher. Data from U.S. Census Bureau.





Public engagement key takeaways

ACCESS TO GREAT 
OPPORTUNITIES

WELCOMING COMMUNITIES 
TO CALL HOME

GREAT PLACES TO LIVE, 
WORK AND PLAY



Similarities between growing states

HIGHER EDUCATIONAL 
ATTAINMENT

GROWING MEDIAN 
INCOMES

WALKABLE, TRANSIT-
RICH COMMUNITIES



Strategies for Growth
Growing Michigan Together Council



Blueprint for 
growth

Interwoven strategies 
create virtuous cycle of 
growth for Michigan.



Vision for Michigan

By 2050, Michigan will be a top-ten state for population growth.

Positive
net 

migration

1. Median 
income

2. Degree 
attainment

3. Talent 
migration

Top 10
state for 
growth



Key strategies

1. Establish Michigan as the Innovation 
Hub of the Midwest and America’s Scale-
up State

� Develop an economic growth plan that 
establishes Michigan as the Innovation Hub of 
the Midwest and America’s Scale-up State

� Target efforts to attract and retain young 
talent



Key strategies

2. Build a lifelong learning system 
focused on future-ready skills and 
competencies

� Commit to the Michigan Education Guarantee 
that all students will develop future-ready 
skills and competencies to thrive in work and 
life and guarantee up to an additional year 
of schooling to ensure that all students 
achieve this standard

� Reimagine the job of teaching and the 
structure of the school day, enabling 
educators to innovate so students can learn 
for life



Key strategies

2. Build a lifelong learning system 
focused on future-ready skills and 
competencies (contd.)

� Make postsecondary education attainment more 
accessible and affordable by providing all 
students with access to up to two years of 
free postsecondary education and creating a 
seamless lifelong learning system

� Align governance and accountability across an 
equitably and efficiently funded lifelong 
learning system while clarifying roles, 
eliminating inefficiencies, and bolstering 
capacity



Key strategies

3. Create thriving, resilient communities 
that are magnets for young talent

� Develop robust and reliable regional public 
transit systems across the state

� Develop and revitalize housing stock to meet 
Michigan's housing demands

� Future proof our infrastructure to ensure 
Michigan has reliable and climate resilient 
infrastructure that serves as an asset to the 
economy



Key strategies



Develop robust and 
reliable regional 
public transit 
systems across the 
state

� Encourage regional transit authorities

� Increase service on high-demand passenger rail

� Develop new service(s)
� Feasibility study between Grand Rapids and 
Detroit

� Potential for Detroit to Windsor



Develop and 
revitalize housing 
stock to 
meet Michigan's 
housing demands

Michigan's relatively low cost of living is a 
competitive advantage, but enough housing and enough 
housing that's affordable for Michiganders remains a 
critical need across our state. Recommendations:

� Modernize zoning codes
� Incentives for developers to increase number of 
units and make them available affordably

� Tax credits for employers who invest in 
affordable housing

� Opportunities for down-payment 
assistance expansion



Future proof our 
infrastructure to 
ensure Michigan has 
reliable and climate-
resilient
infrastructure that 
serves as an asset to 
the economy.

Michigan's infrastructure will serve as the
foundation for thriving communities & 
a vibrant economy.
� Alternative road funding models

� Vehicle Miles Traveled, User Fees / Tolling
� Systemic adjustments to future-proof funding models 
and sufficiently fund infrastructure

� Community-driven solutions for backed by state-
federal partnerships

� Incentivize communities to develop climate and 
resiliency action approaches to infrastructure and 
placemaking through better utilization and 
coordination of parks, trees, greenspaces, and water 
access

� Incentivize state and local entities responsible for 
infrastructure and public transportation to 
coordinate their efforts through service-sharing 
agreements or consolidation of local services



What can 
we do?

PILOTS & 
PROGRAMS

STORYTELLING & 
BRANDING

POLICY REFORM

PUBLIC
 ENGAGEMENT



Scan the QR code below to receive 
email updates on future 

opportunities to get involved and 
follow @letsgrowmi on social. 


